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PHONE (916) 472-3438 
Jan. 16, 1984 

It was super to receive the information and photos of 
your Cavalry revolver #113,906. This is a super gun, plus a 
great piece of Arizona History. I would suggest you write 
to the Charlotte Hall Museum in Prescott to get any information 
on the holster's maker "A.J.MAS0N 11

• Then see if you can get 
any information from the ltrizona Historical Society in Tucson 
on the brands and/or initials on the grips. 

The revolver itself falls between #113,890 and #113,926 in 
our survey. It certainly shows care and care in restoration which 
I would estimate to have beeb done circa 1906-1910 since the 
hammer is of that vintage. Of course Arizona was still a 
territory until 1912, so this would tie in as to when the revolver 
was refinished at Colts. The "45 COLT" stamping was also added 
to the revolver when it was refinished, as well as the numbers 
"906" and the star on the front of the cylinder. The various 
star marks throughout the piece also indicate the factory 
refinish. 

The holster itself is super! It reflects the fact that unlike 
Texas made holsters, the Arizona made holsters did not conform 
to any specific pattern, but were individualistic in design. I 
now have eleven Arizona made holsters in my collection, none of 
which conform to any specific design. Even holsters which were 
made by the same maker varried in design. The holster you have 
is super because of its extra wide skirt, probably only had one 
loop when made, but the upper loop was added to give more stability 
to the outfit. I'm sure you can get more history on its owner 
from the cattle brands etc. Once you establish some information 
about the brands, then you can go through some of the area 
directories circa 1906-1909, and try to establish the nam�--=-2.L .. ------
t he owner. • -·-::,.,\ 

Thanks for sharing this 
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HERB GLASS, BULLVILLE, N. Y. 10915 

-------------- Antique 9ireanns Jar CJtnuseums and @oJleclors -------------

HONORARY CURATOR 

WEST POINT MUSEUM 

FIREARMS CONSULTANT 

December 30, 1983 

PHONE Ml DOL.ETOWN 

914-3Gld!021 

Dear  

Congratulations on your acquisition of Colt Single Action 
Revolver, U.S. Issue, serial number 113,906, with rare 
original holster marked "A.J. Mason/Maker/Prescott, 
Arizona Territory." Originally delivered to the U.S. 
government on December 17, 1884, this gun found its way 
out of government service and was carried in this rare 
Arizona Territory holster. 

The same initials and cattle brands are cut into the 
original grips and the holster. During the period of 
the gun's use, it was factory refinished. It now retains 
about 70% of this old refinish. The grips retain good 
traces of the original government inspecor's cartouches 
on both sides despite the decoration of initials, brands 
and eleven notches or decorative cuts on the left. 

The artwork on the grips was filled, possibly with beeswax 
when it was carved. This treatment is occasionally seen. 

This is an exciting gun, both for its government service 
and its later, western (Arizona Territory) association. It's 
owner was thoughtful enough to decorate both gun and holster, 
thereby preserving their close association for us. You can 
well be proud of it. 

HG/v 
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60 5'1 
.Raible & Scheere1 to Miller, S.C. 

Sept. 18, '71. 

i Miller, S.C. to �ewmark, H.& Co.
Dec.1, '71 

Miller & Jaster � to're '71. 

$8 
Raible, John '64 

Bowen· & Knowles 
Cash Store '78 

Cash Store '78-
'81, J.C.Bray 

57 
Scheerer, Philip 
to Raible, John 
'76 

The Capitol, E. 
Ganz, sleeping 
apartments '78 

Newmark to Head, Catesworth, Feb.13 Raible, John New Capitol Saloon 
'72. Store! '79-'81 Bowen & Knowles 

� '80's. 
Fleury to Head, Catesworth, Apr.10 
'72. 

A.J.Mason, Boots 
& Shoes '81 

Bank Exchange Sa]oon, Bitting, S.T. N.C.Ellis New 
'77. Store '79-'81 

Bank of Arizona, '77. 

C.C.Bean Mining Cffice (in bank
building) '78.

Fitch & Churchil], Atty. '78. 

E.P.Ryder, Denti�t, '78-'81. 

Telegraph Office, '78 

Lewis·, 'Sam, Boot� 
and Shoes '80 

Lewis, Sam, 
Civil Engineer­
ing with Eckhoff, 
Mr. 

Raible, John, 
Monarch Cash 
Store '80 

Bowen & Knowles. 
'80 

Raible,John. to 
Nathan, Ellis 
'82. 

Ellis, James to 
Hawkins, Herndon 
'88 

Dr.McCandless, 
Drugs, '92. 

Note: In some 
cases these were 
two stores in the 
same building-­
in other cases 
just name changes 
R.G. 

CORTEZ 

Monarch Cash 
House, P.B.Brann­
on '80. 

Lion One Price 
Store, '83 

I 

56 
Lewis St. James 
Store '64 

St.James to 
James North '69 

Fredericks 
Pioneer Tin Shop 
'79 


