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Figure 9. John Langdon

In late January and early February 1777 two ships set sail from
French ports for Portsmouth, New Hampshire loaded with
Beaumarchais® first shipment of muskets and bayonets along with other
supplies for the war against Britain, The Amphitrite sailed from Lorient
and the Mercure sailed from Nantes. The Mercure arrived in
Portsmouth, New Hampshire on March 17, 1777 and the Amphitrite
docked there on April 20, 1777.*

New Hampshire Receives Muskets:

Some 10,000 muskets arrived in Portsmouth, New Hampshire nboard
the Mercure and the Amphitrite during March and April 1777, These
muskets were under the control of the control of the Continental A gent
for Maritime Affairs. The person who held this position was John
Langdon (Figure 9.) from Portsmouth, New Hampshire. John
Langdon’s background was that of a ship captain, sea merchant,
privateer and Portsmouth shop keeper. He was active in carly
Revolutionary War military affairs and participated in the attack on-the
British controlled Fort William and Mary at New Castle, New

Figure 8. Benjamin Franklin

Benjamin Franklin (Figure 8.) arrived‘in Paris ﬂ}c thl;dt “lrg‘;}i :;Fof .
December 1776. Silas Deanchtt};cn met w;::i :T:,Zk;?;;g;sc?, 5 1
i agreement for aid with Beaumarc )
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Congress, This appointment gave 'alt thrf'.e men officie 1 phisis
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America in exchange for the arms and equipment sent from s s
Final arrangements were made with th.c Comte de vergednnfh ane i
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America.
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Hampshire, in the Portsmouth harbor. In this attack, one hundred barrels
of gun powder and several dozen muskets were captured.

John Langdon served as a Representative from New Hampshire to the
2"! Continental Congress in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Early in 1776,
he learned of the position of Congressional Agent for Maritime Affairs
in New Hampshire. Mr. Langdon soon had himself appointed to this
position. Subsequently, a strongly worded Congressional letter
informed him that he could not hold two government jobs at the same
time. Al the end of July 1776, John Langdon resigned his New
Hampshire seat to the 2" Continental Congress and assumed his
position as Continental Agent for Maritime Affairs. In this position, and
in his opinion, John Langdon served for the whole business of the
Continent. It is said that lack of definition in the scope of
responsibilities did not bother the sleeping or waking times of John
Langdon.’® It is clear that John Langdon did not want to distance himself
too greatly from the potentially lucrative business of commerce in
military supplies for the war,

The State of New Hampshire recognized that there was a shortage of
muskets for the three regiments being raised for Continental service in
February 1777. On February 6, 1777, the New Hampshire House of
Representatives Committee of Safety wrote to General Artemas Ward,
second in command to Commander in Chief George Washington,
soliciting clothing and muskets for six to nine hundred soldiers. General
Ward replied that none were available.”

The New Hampshire House of Representatives voted on March 19,
1777 to establish a committee under Joseph Whipple to apply
immediately to John Langdon Esquire, the Continental agent, for what

fire-arms, Blankets, Clothing & etc. he can firnish to supply the
regiments now raising in the State for the Continental service and to
Jorward the same to Exeter with the greatest expedition.”

On March 21, 1777, the New Hampshire House of Representatives’
Committee of Safety wrote to John Langdon requesting arms and
blankets for the three New Hampshire Continental Line regiments. The
request states that the troops are at present destitute and that the arms to ;-
be furnished by no means ought to be delaved.®  John Landon managed,
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Figure 10. Thomas Odiorne Bayonet Belt Receipt
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The state markings for New Hampshire Revolutionary War muskets
are very finely done and are consistent in style and workmanship across
all of the known New Hampshire marked arms. The IB, 2B or 3B is the
mark for the New Hampshire Battalion Number., During the
Revolutionaxy War, it was common practice to interchange the name
Battalion for Regiment. The New Hampshire muskets were stamped
with these state ownership numbers by a well known New Hampshire
silversmith, John Ward Gilman, (Figure | L.) of Exeter, New Hampshire,

He was paid two pence per musket to apply the New Hampshire
markings these arms,

A receipt, shown in Figure 12, indic
or 672 muskets per regiment, were sta

was paid on May 6, 1777, a total of |
work, 1

ates that a total of 2,016 muskets,
mped by John Ward Gilman. He
6 pounds and 16 schillings for his

Figure 11, John Ward Gilman
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