B. Gnes CROMWELL

Southern Militaria
1775 - 1865
Appraisers Consultants

July 3, 2002

Mr. Fred Donaldson

Dear Fred:

Thank you for your kind and interesting letter of last week. Carolyn
and T enjoyed seeing you and meeting Judy. I have just sent Fred =z .
letter in your behalf re membership in the American JOCLOEJ He will .~
direct it to our secretary, George ”éatherly, when everything elde 7 .~
has been received and is in order. You and Judy would be an égsct,ﬁuﬁﬂ"
the organization, and Carclyn and I look forwara to soendlng some

good times with you at the meetings. P e #

,: ot e N X

A& few random comments on your 181&’ eccnd mode} nﬂsket Your description
with the 36 inch{ barrel WQqu Seen Pl olace 1u al o0 as an Artillery
Iodel i th,¢ mﬂs*no 1né;ﬁatﬁonu trat the bﬂ el has, in faut been
1%} \*ﬁplapéd from +be muzz 2 ;hﬂ

rtlllerf adels,
on the bayonet
it doesn't seem"
plain the, b;rr_
firmed uhtll gl : Bwlekmj, when the various parts are
exhernﬂlly(ﬁarue_ L a doucln dlﬂlT such as M22%, Wy, n7oh - ete., the
lug will a?wayQ’re warxJu with a "{" and the last digit, viz. "12"(your
example), "“TQRQ.“i?" dte. Only if the parts are stamped with a single
digit, viz. M5k "3”{et" will trelug number be the same. I ecan't explain
wny the armor" 5 Toued this procedure. There seems Lo be enough iron
gurface afea on the lug to stamp two identical numb o‘v, viz. "22% but
At was npt done that way. Your other comments appear to be consistent
§w1th what I would expect on the model.

n a quﬂlnuwuce of mine nhas a First Model Virginia Manufactory Con-
ugrate Virginia alteration(I believe by the Union Manufacturing Com-
pany, E_i.;c_:hmdnd) dztud 1803 or 06(I don't remember) for sale.. The karrel
i"marxinﬂ ;are praétically gone, the lock reguires a more suitable psrcus-
- sion hemmer, and the stock has considerable nicks, some splinters, minor
eracking, gouges, este. While my description doesn't sound too promising,
nQVetheluss, the old musket should be conserved with some tender loving

m

care., The First Model Virginia muskets in C.S. altered condition are very
difficult to locate in today's collecting market. Condition-wise, I

rate the Dﬁece on a scale of 1 Lo 10 at around a 6.5 to 7 scale. The
up-5ide to the piece is that a good conservator can really bring the
piece back into satisfactory appearance(it may also require a front
double barrel band-I can't remember). I don't know if the plece is still
available or not and I don't know the price of it. If you are interested
contact:; Tom Bucher, P. €. Box 2251, "inchester, VA 22604. I only have

H,-;;

)
he

12505 West Patrick Henry Road, Ashland, Virginia 23005
(804) 798-7816



his work number(540)66L.1706. Fred, don't be mistaken, this piece re=
quires some definite repairs and attention. Anyway, you wight want to
call Tom and generally discuss the matter with him. You may mention
my name as I have know him for years and he is completely honest and
a good man.

My own collecting of Virginia longrifles and military relating to
Virginia and the American Revolutlon continues strong since Wilmington.

Good luck for the remaining hot days of this summer. We need rain badly.

My bgst regrards,

iles Cromwell




