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CERTIFICATE OF INVENTORY & DISPOSITION
ABERCROMBIE & FITCH RECORDS

Winchester Model 21 Trap Grade Skeet Shotgun
Serial No. 9845

Winchester Model 21 shotgun, serial number 9845, was received by Abercrombie & Fitch on
February 25, 1937 and entered on page 223, section 2 of A&F Inventory Book No. 7. The
firearm is described as a Winchester Shotgun, Model 21 Trap Grade Skeet Gun. Further
specifications for this firearm include:

Gauge: 20 gauge

Barrels: 26 inch barrels, with ejectors and 2 % inch chambers

Chokes: Skeet #1 & Skeet #2

Weight: 6 pounds, 3 ounces

Dimensions: 2 1/16 in. Drop @ Heel x 1 9/16 in. Drop @ Comb x 14 in. LOP
Stock: Straight Grip, Beavertail Forend

Trigger: Selective Single Trigger

Winchester model 21, number 9845, was sold in the New York store to “H.W. Endicott” on
September 17, 1937 at a price of $148.90. The cost of the shotgun to A&F was $117.73.

Griffin & Howe confirms that this information was extracted from the original Abercrombie
& Fitch Inventory Records, Book No. 7, Section 2, page 223 on April 20, 2011.

Robert C. Beach
Archives Research

33 Claremont Road Shooting School & Events 340 West Putnam Avenue
Bernardsville, NJ 07924 270 Stanhope Sparta Road Greenwich, CT 06830
Tel 908-766-2287 Andover, NJ 07821 Tel 203-618-0270

Tel 973-398-2670
Fax 973-398-0685

e-mail-info@griffinhowe.com
www.griffinhowe.com

Fax 908-766-1068 Fax 203-618-0419
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Winchester Model 21 Trap Grade Skeet Shotgun
Serial No. 9845

Winchester Model 21 shotgun, number 9845, was received in the Abercrombie & Fitch inventory
as a new shotgun on February 25, 1937 and entered on page 223, section 2 of Book No. 7. The
model is described as a Trap Grade Skeet Gun. This model is described on page 18 of the 1937
A&F catalog, a copy of which has been enclosed.

The cost and price of the shotgun are given in code. This code is based upon the word
H-Y-D-R-O-P-L-A-N-E, where H=1, Y=2, D=3, etc. The number ‘0’ is indicated by the letter ‘E’,
however, the letter “X’ is used to indicate an additional ‘0’. Using this code it can be seen that the
cost of 9845 to A&F on page 223 was ‘HHL.LD” which would be the equivalent of $117.73.
Similarly, the price of the shotgun was ‘HRA.NE” or $148.90. This was the catalog price of the

Trap Grade Skeet gun as shown on page 18 of the 1937 catalog.

The name of the buyer of Winchester 9845 was “H.W. Endicott”. The customer was likely Henry
Wendell Endicott born in Massachusetts on November 1, 1880. Henry W. Endicott was the son of
Henry Bradford Endicott, the founder of the Endicott Johnson Shoe Company. Henry Wendell
Endicott passed away in 1954,

I hope that this information adds to the appreciation of your firearm. If we can be of any further

assistance, please let us know.

L il TP il

Robert C. Beach

Archives Research

33 Claremont Road Shooting School & Events 340 West Putnam Avenue
Bernardsville, NJ 07924 270 Stanhope Sparta Road Greenwich, CT 06830
Tel 908-766-2287 Andover, NJ 07821 Tel 203-618-0270

Tel 973-398-2670
Fax 973-398-0685

e-mail-info@griffinhowe.com
www.griffinhowe.com

Fax 908-766-1068 Fax 203-618-0419
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Interpreting the VL&D and A&F Records

The VL&D Record Books begin in 1901 and cover the period through 1929. The are 3 volumes: Book 1
covers 1901 to 1909, Book 2 covers 1910 to 1922, and Book 3 covers 1923 to 1929. Most pages are limited to
one make and model and each list for a given year begins on February 1st, probably following a January
inventory of the firearms. The books include both new and used firearms. Used guns owned by VL&D are
called “Second Hand Guns” while consigned guns are called “Guns Left for Sale”.

Although there are exceptions to each of the following, generally the firearms in Book 1 describe only the
gauge, barrel length, weight and D@H. The name of the purchaser is recorded if other than a cash sale.

The firearms in Book 2 list the dates of acquisition and sale, most gun specifications and the purchasers but
not the cost or price. The firearms in Book 3 list all of the above plus the price at which the gun was sold, in
code.

Book 4 is a stock list of for 1913-1914 and includes many non-gun items. The guns in Book 4 show only
make, model and serial number. It is uncertain if this is a VL&D or an A&F record.

Beginning in 1929 the record books are labeled A&F and there are 16 volumes up through 1965, Books 5
through 20.Most of the A&F volumes cover a period of 2 or 3 years each. From this point the records show
all of the above information in the VL&D books plus the cost to A&F and the retail price of the firearm.
These costs and prices are shown in code until Book 18 in 1962 when they began to be recorded in dollars.

A line drawn through a serial number simply means that the gun had been sold. Unsold guns were
transferred to the next year’s inventory pages as of February 1%, Those transferred are usually indicated by a
red check mark. A large ‘X’ drawn across a page indicates that the inventory page had been completed. Serial
numbers are almost never written in sequential order, rather they are by date of acquisition.

The name of the purchaser is often shown with an initial instead of the first name. The clients of A&F
include some recogniiable names and occasionally one will see entries for: WR Hearst, K. Roosevelt,
(Kermit, son of TR), or JP Sousa, Jr (son of the conductor) among many others of note.

Stock dimensions, when listed, are in the order: Drop @ Heel, Drop @ Comb, LOP. Grip styles are listed
as: “Str” (straight grip), “V2 grip” (semi-pistol grip) or “FPG” (full pistol grip).

Frequently new guns were returned by the buyer and resold. These are re-entered in the new gun listings
with the name of the former owner written above the date of acquisition.

All of the records were handwritten by human beings. As such, there is always the possibility of human
error. Occasional serial number and date errors have been noted therefore it is quite reasonable to assume that
there will be some mistakes in measurements as well. You own a piece of firearms history. Please accept the
documents for the historical perspective that they add to your firearm and do not be too disappointed if they

fail to meet 21* century standards for mechanical precision or computer accuracy.

Bob Beach
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WINCHESTER SHOT GUNS

Take-Down Model 42 .410 Gauge, Chambered for 3" Shells

‘The Model 42 is a slide action, Hammerless six shot
repeater, take-down type, made in two styles, standard
and skeet,

Barrel lengths, 26 and 28 inches only. Chokes, full
choke, modified choke, skeet choke and cylinder bore.
Pistol grip stock, length 1334 inches, drop at comb
114 inches, at heel 214 inches, pitch 1 inch. Straight
grip stock. Round slide handle with circular grooves.

Matted top receiver, hard rubber butt plate. Maga-
zine capacity, five 3 inch shells or six 214 inch shells.
Weight about 6 pounds. Allowable variations at no
additional charge.

SENAIEd GIrade . covsmmmen e w9 vsise sy S3LTS
Standard Grade with solid raised matted rib.. 42,95
Trap Grade ... it 62.70
Trap Grade with solid raised matted rib. ... 7050

Skeet Model

Barrel 26 inches, skeet choke, straight grip stock,
checkered, same dimensions as standard gun. Exten-
sion slide handle checkered; hard rubber butt plate,
magazine capacity and weight same as standard gun,
Allowable variations at no additional charge: 28
inch barrels, full c¢hoke, modified choke or cylinder

boring, pistol grip stock of standard dimensions.

Standard.SKeet Grade. . cuvevmmmaisis o on o o o300
Standard Skeet Grade with solid raised matted

Vil oo o o0 s B B e AR PR R e 19.60
Trap Skeet Grade.....o.ooviviiiin i, 69.55

Trap Skeet Grade with solid raised matted rib. 77.55

Model 21 Double Barrel Hammerless Shotgun

12, 16 and 20

The Model 21 Winchester double barrel shotgun is

. the only gun manufactured in America which is made
. [rom materials developed, specified and tested in the
~ makers’ own highly organized laboratories, and is

required to endure tests as great and scarching as are
applied to Winchester Repeating Shotguns.
Alter every Model 21 is completely assembled and

* finished it is placed in a machine rest and each barrel
" is loaded and fired with an excessive load proof

charge which would bring to light any structural
weakness or imperfection of material or assembly.
Model 21 is regularly subjected to heavy overloads,

~ loads greatly in excess of the heaviest standard loads.

It is only when the Model 21 has passed this scarch-

ing test that the Winchester Proof Mark is stamped

on barrels and frame and the gun released for sale.
STANDARD DIMENSIONS

Barrels: 32, 30, 28 and 26 inches, with matted rib.

Boring: Full choke, modified, improved cylinder or

cylinder.

Gauges

SEOCK sovimmmimennmammin o 12 Ga. 16 Ga. 20 Ga.
Length «ovovewnsnvmnnsns 147 14" 147
Drop at Comb.......... 196" 114" 194"
Drop at Heel........... 214" 276" b1t

Pistol grip. Stocks made to customer’s dimensions,
or in better grades of wood, or with ventilated rib or
in straight grip furnished only in tournament and
trap grades.

Weight: 12 gauge, 30 inch barrels, about 714 pounds;
16 and 20 gauges about 614 pounds, For 32 inch
barrels add about 2 ounces. For 28 inch barrels sub-
tract 2 ounces. For 26 inch barrels subtract 4 ounces.
All Model 21 guns are furnished regularly with auto-
matic safety.

Double Trigger .......c..coviveiiiiiiannes $ 73.40
Double Trigger, Sclective Ejection........... 87.05
Single Trigher .o.vvvmmamons i die won W SR 87.05
Single Trigger, Sclective Ejection............ 100,70

Tournament Grade — 12, 16 and 20 Gauge

Single Trigger, Selective Ejection............ $117.05
For Ventilated Rib, add to above prices....
(Furnished in 12 gauge, 30 or 32 inch barrels only)

Trap Grade — 12, 16 and 20 Gauge

Double TrigEEr ....v.coviessvaasersvrerais $ 8075
Double Trigger, Selective Ejection........... 103.40
Single TIIEEET wvws comsimns ar an o simr 2par o smisn 103.40
Double Trigger ...........co0oveenennn.....5103.40
Double Trigger, Sclective Ejection........... 117.05
Sinple THEZOD .o srvmnrn comesansnposes 117.05

Model 21 Skeet Gun—

© Standard Model 21 Skeet gun, furnished with single
trigger, selective ejection, beavertail fore-end, checked
wood butt; non-automatic safety. New Winchester

fdeercroMBIE & Frren Co.

MADISON AVENUE AT 451k STREET, NEW YORK

Single Trigger, Sclective Ljection........... $130.70
For Ventilated Rib, add to above prices.... 33.00
(Furnished in 12 gauge, 30 or 32 inch barrels only)

12, 16 and 20 Gauge

Skeet chokes, Tournament Grade............S127.95
THAD GEIAE: cpvmempammmnas o i evsswwm i 14435
Gustom BUIlE <. vesmnpavma s & saeaaosen 255.00
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WINCHESTER SHOT GUNS

=

Extras for Model 21 Winchester Double Barrel Hammerless Shotgun

Extra set of barrels, without fore-end purchased
with a new gun for any grade to Custom

Built non-selective...............oo ... $14.00
Selective EIeution < oo x i ie i e s e meas s 55.00
Extra fore-end purchased with new gun regular

shape, non-sclective Standard Grade......... 10.00

Extra fore-end purchased with new gun regular
shape, non-selective, for Tournament Grade.. 11.10

Extra fore-end purchased with new gun, regular

shape, non-selective, for Trap Grade........ 15.50
Extra forc-end purchased with new gun regular
shape, selective, Standard Grade............ 14.50
Extra fore-end purchased with new gun, regular
shape, sclective, Tournament Grade......... 15.60
Extra fore-cnd purchased with new gun, regular
shape, selective, Trap Grade................ 20.00

Beaver Tail Fore-end, non-selective, Standard
Grade

Beaver Tail Forc-end, non-sclective, Tourna-

TENE GEAAE v vvasvr s s s 2210
Beaver Tail Fore-end, non sclective, Trap Grade 30.90
Beaver Tail Fore-end, selective, Standard Grade 23.30
Beaver Tail Fore-end, selective, Tournament

Grade oo e 26.60
Beaver Tail Fore-end, selective, Trap Grade... 35.40
Beaver Tail Fore-end instead of regular on new

gun, Standard Grade....................... 8.20
Beaver ‘Tail Fore-end instead of regular on new

gun, Tournament Grade................ ... 1090
Beaver Tail Fore-end instead of regular on new

gun; THRp-GRBe s & prosvesais s b b 13.65

REMINGTON REPEATING AND
AUTOLOADING SHOT GUNS

The New Remington Model 31 hammerless, take-
down, 3- or 3- shot side cjection repeating shot gun
cembodies many new and novel features and elimi-
nates those which are objectionable in other pump
action shot guns.

No. 31A “Standard” Grade. Chambered for 234 inch
shells. Side cjection. Take down, hammerless, solid
breech top and rear, 12, 16 and 20 gauge, 3 or 5
shot, Cross bolt safety. Standard length barrel 80

inches. Also furnished in 26, 28, 30 or 32 inches.
Cylinder, modified or full choke. Top of receiver
matted. American walnut half pistol grip stock and
fore-end, both finely checkered by hand. Stock 14
inches long, 214 inch drop at heel, 154 inch drop at
comb. Weight about 714 pounds.

Any other length or drop of stock made to order
only at an advance of 815.00 net, requiring five 1o
six weeks. Weight 714 pounds.

ras

No. 31A — "Standard," $46.95 — No. 3IR — "Riot" Grade, $46.95
Extra Barrel, $18.70

to 314 inches at the heel and 114 to 134 at comb.
Only standard dimensions carried in stock.

Will furnish 313 made to order, without extra charge,
lengths from 1314 inches to 15 inches, drops 2 inches

No. 31A

No. 3IB — "Special" Grade, $77.00 — Extra Barrel, $18.70
No. 31D — "Tournament" Grade, $135.35 — Extra Barrel, $27.50
No. 31E — "Expert" Grade, $203.50 — Extra Barrel, $35.20
No. 3IF — "Premier” Grade, $271.75 — Extra Barrel, $41.80

Extras
With raised solid rib....................... £ B8.00
Matting top surface of barrel............... 8.00
Raised Ventilated Rib. ... ... ... ... .. .. 20.40

Nos. 31, D, E and I_*"supiﬂicri with any grip, length or drop
desired without additiona charge. Special stock dimensions,
6 to 8 weeks,

.No. 818 “Trap Special” Grade. Chambered for 234
inch shells. 3 or 5-shot capacity. Raised solid matted

ribbed barrel (option of matted top surface of bar-
rel}, 26, 28, 30 or 32 inches. Full choke, modified
choke or cylinder bore. Front and rear sights. Haw-
kins recoil pad. Checkered stock and fore-end of
American walnut. Standard stock dimensions 1434
inches long over-all, 174 inch drop at heel, 114 inch
drop at comb. Half pistol grip, option of straight
grip. Weight about 8 pounds. Stocks of dimensions
outside these limits at an advance of %15.00 net, re-
quiring five to eight weeks.

No. 31S — "Trap" Special Grade, Raised Solid Rib, $63.95 — Extra Barrel, $26.70
No. 3ITC — "Target" Grade with Ventilated Rib, $108.80 — Extra Barrel, $39.10

[24]
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REGISTRATION CARD—(Men born on or after April 28, 1877 and o o before February 16, 1897)

SERIAL NUMBER | 1. Naux (Print) [lomn EESESES

v 201 ﬂﬁﬂ{fﬂi{ *—W?.’ﬁfeéé £e A DI Call].
2. PLACE OF R':.'.-uix_r;‘?;n (Priat) ’ “ gL

o LAY ENSS  NEDHAL] Noffalf Llas

(Number and strest Town, towaship, v -. or city) Jounty) (State)
[THE PLACE OF RESIDENCE GIVEN ON THE LINE AROVE WILL DETERMINE LOCAL BOARD
JURISDICTION; LINE 2 OF REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE WILL BE IDENTICAL]

8. MAILING ADDRESS

e SAME

address if other than pisce indicated oo line 7. If same inssrt word samel

4. TELEFPHONE [ 5 AGE IN YEARS 6. PLACE OF

oL A M bdo | A

DaTte or BIrTH (Town or county)
7. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PERS
8 | Zrunﬁ‘s NlE AND ADDRESS

R~ 4 JPFPo | WGhaas

(Mo)_ (State or country)
9. PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT OR BUsINESS

D.S.8.Form 1 16—21630-3 _M

(Revised 4-1-42) S :




Henry Wendell Endicott

Birth: Nov. 1, 1880
Dedham
Norfolk County
Massachusetts, USA
Death: 1954, USA

Henry Wendell Endicott was the
son of Henry Bradford
Endicott,founder of the Endicott
Johnson Shoe Co. He resigned his S
executive position after the death Cemetery Photo
of his father and devoted himself Added by: Jen Snoots
to private investments. He was on

the Board of Sears and Roebuck,

President of the Boston Opera Co.,

on the Board of Directors

Metropolition Opera Co. and was

affiliated with MIT and the Boston

Opera. He married Martha Barron

who died in 1916 at the birth of

their daughter Martha. He then

married Priscilla Maxwell and had a

son Bradford and a daughter

Priscilla. He purchased the Endicott

House in 1928 from General Weld.

He tore down the Weld house in

1929 and build a mansion designed

by NY architect Charles Pratt. Upon

his death his children donated the

home to MIT for use as a

conference center.




A (Very) Brief History of A&F, G&H, VL&A and VL&D

Abercrombie & Fitch was established in 1892 when David T. Abercrombie opened a sporting goods
store under his own name in New York City. In 1900, a client by the name of Ezra H. Fitch, a
practicing attorney and outdoor enthusiast, persuaded Mr. Abercrombie to allow him to become a
partner in the store, and in 1904 the name of the store was changed to Abercrombie & Fitch. The
two partners had differing ideas about marketing, however, and in 1907 David Abercrombie
resigned and went out on his own. Ezra Fitch is responsible for the unique sales strategy for the
time, where the goal was to provide an environment in which clients could examine outdoor wares
as they might actually be used and the sales staff was made up of practiced outdoorsmen. The
store occupied several locations over the years and finally ended up at 45" and Madison Ave. in
1917.

Ezra Fitch retired in 1928 and the leadership as president of A&F passed on to James S. Cobb, the

brother-in-law of Mr. Fitch. Otis Love Guernsey, a store employee, became vice-president.

Justus Von Lengerke, born in Germany, arrived in the United States at the age of 17 years in 1871.
His father had had a sporting goods business in Oldenburg and that gave Justus a background for
starting a similar business in America. He formed a partnership with Ernst Detmold and together
they opened VL&D in New York City in 1882. Although the store was hugely successful, Justus VVon
Lengerke should be best appreciated for his contributions to the success of the smokeless powder
industry in America. Justus acquired the United States Agency for smokeless powder and is said to
have been the first man to fire off smokeless powder in the United States. He promoted the use of
the powder through his participation at the many live pigeon shoots that he attended. By 1912,
VL&D holdings had been consolidated into the Keystone Powder Co.

The VL&D sporting goods store made a major effort to import firearms from Europe and was as well
known as a distributor of guns as they were a retailer. The brands that they imported included
Francotte, JP Sauer, Greifelt, Mauser, Mannlicher-Schoenauer, Purdey, Holland & Holland, WW

Greener, Woodward, Boss, Lang, Churchill, and GE Lewis.



Justus Von Lengerke also enabled his mother and all of his siblings to immigrate to the United
States. One of his brothers was Oswald Von Lengerke, who with hunting companion, Charles
Antoine, opened his own sporting goods store, known as Von Lengerke & Antoine, in Chicago in

1891. Although a separate entity from VL&D, the two stores cooperated in their similar ventures.

Griffin & Howe was established in 1923 when Seymour Griffin, James V. Howe, James L. Gerry,
and Col. Townsend Whelen came together to create a business to manufacture and repair rifles
and shotguns. James Howe stayed with the company only for four months. Ownership of G&H
changed in 1929 -30 and the name was briefly changed to Griffin & Hobbs to reflect the new
partnership, but that name change lasted only a few months.

When James S. Cobb took over the leadership of A&F in 1928, he decided to expand the business
and by 1930 A&F had purchased VL&D, VL&A and G&H. The purchase of VL&D added a
significant firearms inventory, the capability to import firearms from Europe, and the addition of
several valuable staff, including and especially, George Henry Krug. Mr. Krug had been the vice-
president of VL&D and was in charge of the VL&D gunroom. At A&F, he was given the
management of the A&F gunroom and it is very likely that it was Mr. Krug who was responsible for

the maintenance and preservation of the gun sales records that we have today.

The purchase of VL&A by A&F gave the store an important and reputable outlet in the Midwest and

Von Lengerke & Antoine continued to operate under that name even after the acquisition.

The purchase of Griffin & Howe gave A&F the ability to manufacture and repair firearms ‘in house’
although G&H continued to do business at its own location, with its own inventory and sales staff.

In the late 1950’s A&F began to expand further by opening stores in San Francisco, Short Hills, NJ,
Palm Beach, Bal Harbor, Colorado Springs, Southampton, and Troy, MI.

However, the shopping preferences of the American public were in flux and A&F could not respond.
In 1976 A&F filed for bankruptcy and finally closed its doors in 1977. G&H was purchased from the

corporation and exists today under private ownership.



