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Director
DICK A. KING
Colonel USA, Ret.

COUNTY BOISE CIVIL DEFENSE

413 IDAHO ST. BOISE, IDAHO 83702

Telepheone 342-1010

12 October 1965
Home Address

68054 Oreans Drive
Boiss, Idzho

Mr, A. J. Flood
24141 Sumerhill
Los Altos, Califormia

Daar Jim:

This letter scknowledges our telephone conversationm on 10 October
relative to the Gebruder Merkel combination over/under of Air Marshal
Hemen Goering's.

In order to take maximum security precautions, I have elected to
have made a wooden shipping box that will be cushioned so that no damuge
will be incurred during shipment. I will place the gun in the hands of
the Railway Express Agency on 13 October soc delivery should be made
within two days. I am addressing the box to Major Generel Frederick L.
Anderson, USAF at' 168 Eleancr Drive, Woodside, California.

Mr. Gr-ver Wilmon of tke Zellerbach Paper Company, Spokane, Washington
who was G-2 of the 31d Infantry Division and I, as G-4, obtained all of
Herman Goerings guns in his home in the village of Berchtesgaden. It was
quite an experience as hmma Herman's wife was there at the time, Since
Grover wes more intemstetd in his cameres, liguer, etc; I naturelly
spent my time with the gumg. I gave two to Major General Iron Mike O'Daniel
commanding the Division, ‘r‘:’i‘ﬂ.son has two, Irom Mike gave cne to General
Eisenhower and one to Lt. Genersl Haem Haislip. I gave one to Charles E.
Fohnson who was Chief of Staff and I kept the best 5.

This combinstion wiis the only one with the Bnglish Box Leather fitted
case and by far the mcst valuable as well as being Herman Goering's favorite.

As I mentioned, I have Air Marshal Balbo's official photograph album
that was presented. to him by Air Marshal Goering during the Italiap Generals
visit te Germany in 1939, This album is quite valusble and I am removing
one photogreph E,,ncwing Hermen Goering shooting the over/under during
the visit/ In ‘the event General Anderson would like to look at the album
I will ship % te¢ him,

{

/

I retired from tkhe Regulsr Army onm 1 Augnst, 1963 frem the Cont inental
Army Commg.pd, Fort Monroe, Virginia anpd decided to locete it the Boise area.
In the ewent you come thig way, T will be hapnpv to show you my collection
of guns., T shiuld ssy battery as all are mint and run from flintlock to

moderns.,
CIVIL DEFENSE — A MIGHTY; FOR%ERW
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riined the items
0l Dick A. King

I certify that I have personally exa
Tl litary equipment mailed by
a troplrty value of such items exceedg
that they do not include
s in conformity

any trainins
any e391031ues, and
with the provisions
ment, 31 August 1944,

heater Cormander,
I further ﬁertnfy that the itens
zeing concealed on

include

mailed do not
person, or any

of

s X
of captured enemy mi
; , that the
sarviese or salVacse value:
that the railing thereof” i ;
Section III, Circular 353, War Depart-
and the existing regulations of the

the

2y
any f?rea“rﬂ canable of
parts of Tirearms
The items referred Lo ars:

1l Shotgun with two additional barrels
‘cLAM_jI 2 '1::QL4 sajflxl_ S:ijythi;
W
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DRJK Ay KING
Lt Col, G.8.C,,
AC of 8, G~4
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HADLYME CONNECTICUT 064389
FAX 203 526-9514

SAMUEL COLT PRESENTS (1961
& ARMS COLLECTION OF COLONEL COLT (1983)
Z/,' A L D. NIMSCHKE, FIREARMS ENGRAVER (1965}
THE EVOLUTION OF THE COLT (1967

THE RAMPANT COLT (1989)

ISTORICAL CONSULTANT COLT COMMEMORATIVE FIREARMS (1969 & 1974)
H

THECDORE ROOSEVELT — OUTDOORSMAN (1970
COLT FIREARMS HARTFORD THE BOOK OF COLT FIREARMS (1871)
AND TO THE BOOK OF COLT ENGRAVING [1974)

THE BO0K OF WINCHESTER ENGRAVING (1875

"IN THEBLOOD —FILM & VIDEOD
ANTIQUE ARMS ANNUAL (EDITOR)

"THE ARTOF AMERICAN ARMS COLT PISTOLS (19760 (WITH R E HASLE)
—~MUSEUM LOAN EXHIBITION PATERSON COLT PISTOL VARIATIONS (1978) (WiITH P R PHILLIPS)
SONOF AGUN''"—B8BC-TV THE COLT HERITAGE (18781

THE RUSSIAN COLTS (1979
COLT ENGRAVING (1880)
AND COLT HANDGUNS [(JAPANESE 19B0)

"COLT FIREARMS LEGENDS' —SONY

CWINCHESTER FIREARMS LEGENDS RARE AND HISTORIC FIREARMS (1381)

WINCHESTER THE GOLDEN AGE (1383)
CHAIRMAN COLT'S DATES OF MANUFACTURE 1837 - 1978 (1984)

ANTIQUE ARMS CORMITTEE THE DERINGER IN AMERICA (1985} (WITH L D EBERHART)

T CIETY
1.8 ISTORIBALSY COLT AN AMERICAN LEGEND (198%5)

RARE FIREARMS — A BENEFIT AUCTION (1985)
COLT UNA LEGGENDA AMERICANA (1887)
COLT UNE LEGENDE AMERICAINE (1988)
WINCHESTER ENGRAVING (1888

COLT EINE AMERIKANISCHE LEGENDE 1(18889)

Air Marshal Herman Goering's
Triple-Barrelled Cased Set of
Gebruder Merkel/Suhl
Over and Under Sporting Shotgun,
Rifle and Shotgun, and Rifle.
Complete with Three Sets of Carl Zeiss
Quick-Detachable Telsescopic Sights
Deluxe Engraved with Game Scenes
and Scroll and Border Embellishments.
Featuring the Sterling Silver Inlaid
Personal Crest of Air Marshal Goering
12 Gauge and 8x75mm Caliber

alnfrafie alende
RRARE

Placing an appraised value on something as rare and historic as Air Marshal
Goering's favorite hunting set is difficult and challenging. However, a note
of comparison: The Holland & Holland Double Barrel Rifle (.500/.450 caliber)
of Theodore Roosevelt has been appraised at $5,000,000. It is presently insured
with Lloyd's of London at that figure.

If only in comparison with the Roosevelt Rifle, one could ascribe a wvalue at
the least well into six figures for Air Marshal Goering's Merkel Cased Set.

fi// ~
.//




HADLYME CONNECTICUT 064369
FAX 203 526-9514

SAMUEL COLT PRESENTS (1961)
i ARMS COLLECTION OF COLONEL COLT (1963
% 2’ L D, NIMSCHKE, FIREARMS ENGRAVER (1865}
.

THE EVOLUTION OF THE COLT (1967}
THE RAMPANT COLT (1969

HISTORICAL CONSULTANT COLT COMMEMORATIVE FIREARMS (1969 & 1974)

THECDORE ROOSEVELT — OUTDOORSMAN (13701
COLT FIREARMS HARTFORD THE BOQOK OF COLT FIREARMS (1871)
AND TO THE BOOK OF COLT ENGRAVING [1874)

THE BOOK OF WINCHESTER ENGRAVING (1875}
"IN THE BLOOD —FILM & VIDED
ANTIQUE ARMS ANNUAL (EDITCR)

""THE ART OF AMERICAN ARMS SOUT FISHOIS (Mere NEEIR B ks
~MUSEUM LOAN EXHIBITION PATERSON COLT PISTOL VARIATIONS (1878) (WITH B R PHILLIPS)
"S5O0ONOF A GUN —BBC TV THE COLT HERITAGE (1979)

THE RUSSIAN COLTS (1879
COLT ENGRAVING (1980)
AND COLT HANDGUNS (JAPANESE 19801

WINCHESTER FIREARMS LEGENDS RARE AND HISTORIC FIREARMS (1381)
WINCHESTER THE GOLDEN AGE {1283)

""COLT FIREARMS LEGENDS —SONY

CHALEMAN COLT'S DATES OF MANUFACTURE 1837 1878 (1984
ANTIQUE ARMS COMMITTEE

U.5. HISTORICAL SOCIETY

THE DERINGER IN AMERICA (1985) (WITH L D EBERHART)
COLT AN AMERICAN LEGEND (1985

RARE FIREARMS — A BENEFIT AUCTION (1985

COLT UNA LEGGENDA AMERICANA {(13987)

COLT UNE LEGENDE AMERICAINE (1988

WINCHESTER ENGRAVING (1989

COLT EINE AMERIKANISCHE LEGENDE (1989

AIR MARSHAL HERMAN GOERING'S
TRIPLE-BARRELLED CASED SET OF
GEBRUDER MERKEL/SUHL
Over and Under Sporting Shotgun,
Rifle and Shotgun,
and Rifle.

Complete with Three Sets of Carl Zeiss
Quick~Detachable Telescopic Sights
Serial Number 21158
Deluxe Engraved with Game Scenes
and Scroll and Border Embellishments.
and Featuring
The Sterling Silver Inlaid
Personal Crest of Air Marshal Goering
on the Forend.

Obtained by Lt. Colonel Dick A. King, U.S.A.
from Goering's Home at Berchtesgarden
1945
TkkEE
Complete with U.S5. Army Documentation
*hkdk
The Finest Gun in Goering's Collection
and His Favorite Hunting Set

Had the Nazi's been able to be wvictorious, one major figure in their military
hierarchy who could claim responsibility would have been Air Marshal Herman
Goering. A professional of considerable brilliance, Goering held the respect
of friend and foe. Personally, his passions included the great outdoors and
sport—hunting. His collection of firearms was not large, but it was of fine
quality.

His favorite of those personal firearms was the subject of the present letter:
A triple-barrelled cased set of Merkel Brothers, Suhl, Over and Under Sporting
Shotgun, an Over and Under Sporting Shotgun/Rifle  Combination, and an Over
and Under Sporting Rifle. Of exguisite quality, a description of these arms
and their accessories is as follows:

[1]



(2]

Air Marshal Herman Goering's Triple-Barrelled Cased Set of
Over and Under Sporting Shotgun, Rifle/Shotgun, and Rifle
Complete with Accessories.

Serial Number 21158
His Personal Crest Inlaid in Relief Sterling Silver
on the Forend

Over and Under Shotgun:

12 gauge; each barrel measuring 28 5/16".

Solid rib, with matted top. Front sight an ivory bead.
Left side of barrel lug engraved: GEBRUDER MERKEL

SUHL

Right side of barrel lug engraved: SUHLER WAFFENWERK
Bottom of lower barrel marked with a number of symbols indicating proof-marking
and other data, including the 12 for the proper gauge. Among these markings:

21158 12 BOHLER * STAHL Weichlot

SUHL [within a border] U [beneath a crown] Nitro MG monogram

and various other markings.
A sling swivel is mounted on the bottom barrel.
The forend is of split type, the upper section remaining affixed to the barrels'
center-rib., The main forend -- that which is inlaid with the relief silver
Goering crest, is shared by all three sets of barrels.
Barrels not made to accomodate telescopic sight attachment.
Over and Under Rifle/Shotgun Combination:
12 gauge top barrel; 8 x 75mm bottom rifle barrel; each barrel measuring 25-5/8".
Solid rib, with matted top. Front sight of steel, with small silver bead. Rear
sight can be switched up for rifle use, or switched down for shotgun use.
The rib includes mounts for the telscopic sight attachment. All three sights
will not attach to both barrels. Two sets of sights (serial numbers 46718 and
45568) will attached to the present Rifle/Shotgun combination barrels. The
sights are described as follows:

No. 46718: Marked on top at breech: '"Carl Zeiss/Jena'" within a cartouche,

above "Zielmar/Nr. 46718"

This sight appears to be 2x power.

No. 45568: Marked on top at breech: '"Carl Zeiss/Jena" within a cartouche,

above '"Zielvier/No. 45568"

This sight appears to be 4x power.
Both sights are in fine condition, still quite serviceable, and finished black.
Barrel lugs marked as on Over and Under Shotgun set of barrels noted above.
Over and Under Rifle:
8 x 75m caliber for both barrels; the barrels each measuring: 26'".
Fixed steel sights; the scope mount and rear of barrel with matted rib. This
set of barrels designed so the telescopic sights will all fit; that being accom-
plished by their being three apertures for the mounts on the scopes to fit
into position.
Marked on left and right sides of the barrel lugs as on the above noted sets
of barrels.
Markings on bottom barrel (at bottom curvature):

21158 8x75 BOHLER * STAHL Weichlot

MG monogram

and various other markings
Inside the forend, on the steel, is the serial number 21158 and the MG monogram

with a border.
On bettom of the forend {(whi

ch was built to serve all three sets of barrels):
Silver Inlaid and Relief Embellished Goering Crest, the oval shield depicting
an armored arm holding a ring; at top of the shield an armorial helmer, the



Frced ] Carelle

518 Eoasd 6408 Seot, e Vork, Noww Word 10027 + 212+ 838 - 4367

10 August 1990

Dear Larry:

The information that you requested as excerpted from;

U.5. Army. 3rd Division
History of the Third Infantry Diviesion in
World War II -~ 1847 (LCCN 47-12039)

Dick A. King is recorded as serving in the 3rd Infantry Division
Artillery as a Major. He was elevated to the post of Asst. Chief
of Staff, G-4 on 26 Feb 1944 as Lt. Colonel.

The Division, under the command of Major General Iron Mike
0'Daniel, pushed into Southern Germany to finally arrive at the
last position of the 3rd Infantry at Berchtcsgaden.

The above work was published under the direction of Asst. Chief
of Staff, G-2 Lt. Col. Grover Wilsom.

From the Encyclopedia Britannica:
Herman Goering (Jan 12, 1893 - Oct 15, 1946)

1933 - Goering became Manter of the German Hunt and of the German

Forests.
1935 - He married actress Emmy Sonnemann.

Berchitesgaden ( 1983 pop. 8,146)

Main trade: Tourilsm =

On the Obersalzberg 1,640 ft above the town (linked by a cable
railway) were the chalets of Adolf Hitler (the Berghof), Hermann
Goering, Martin Bormann and other Nazl leaders.

On the very top of the Mountain was Adolf Hitler's 'Eagle's Nest'
{now a tearocom)




