Ron Peterson Firearms, LLO

Deals in all aspects of fine guns - Antique & Modern

4418 Central Avenue SE « Albuquerque, New Mexico 87108
(505) 255-8695 « Fax (505) 255-4044
www.ronpetersonfirearms.com

Ron Peterson Antiques
4418 Central SE
Albuquerque, NM 87108

James Julia
203 Skowhegan Rd.
Fairfield, ME 04937

To whom it may concern,

Enclosed are two model 1893 Mondragon rifles which we wish to have included in the upcoming
firearms auction. Also included is a copy of an article on Mondragon, similar rifles to these have been
selling in the $30,000-35,000 range.

The rifle is serial number 30 and the carbine is serial number 9. The carbine maybe the only one known.
The guns are the property of William Kenneth Mathieson care of Ron Peterson Antiques 4418 Central
SE, Albuguerque, NM 87108.

Also included in a second package are a pair of Webley & Scott custom shotguns that [ already talked to
Josh Loewensteiner. Included is the history of the custom makers of the shotguns. When you receive
these give me a call at 505-259-2524 and I will give you details. The proceeds are going to a couple of
charities.

Thanks

Ron Peterson

BUY -« SELL - TRADE
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he name Mondragon s not e
to the dedicated @ artadme o
fecton. The mention o the naone
however, induces contioverss and
stimalates  converation amaony ol
fectors  concermng  the  legendan
5.Imm piton cadndge whicl boare
this Meoxican geaeral « name. for e
reasan alone s oame wonicd oo
Iotever famous amaony e o
tonal weapens cognoscent bot the
fascinating story does not end there
Naturaily, as with aif legendary chae
acters. misintormation often couds
the picture Theretare it s our or
pose to attempt (o chariiy some tace
of the achievements of a4 man e
was Mexico s ardnance ond o b
hstics genius,

Mdanuel Mondragon was bom in
1858 in Ixtlahuaca, Mexicn. A« g loen
ager he was enrolied i the \alitarn
Callege of Mesica gt Chasaliep
Castle. speaaliang i il wudy o
attiitery At that b, the Mtesioom
academy organized s cotrses along
simifar lines 1o those adoupted  ty
the French Army and some of the
texts were actualhy i Trench to lamn,

farz e future otticers with thar L
gtiage

After hus graduation from Chapud-
tepec, Mandrogon was sent 1o Fange
where he praduated s the a-
mous french muditary coltege at St
Cyt His burapean excursions «erned
him i good wtoad tor his futae o
tivities  and  whiie there b machs
many useful contacs

After bas return to Mesien he v,
placed ' charge of voar o matenal-
procurement tor the Sesican Armm
In the course ot the presidency o
Porfing Dz, he wae puade com
mander-in-chief of the Deparnimen:
of Artittery  and  appointed  proes
“or at the military acadens of Chap-
ultepec. Dunng this tme he wiote o
hook an coastal defence and trane-
fated the book " LY Arte de SMundar
trom the french. \Mondragon spent
SOME Time i barope inesthaimg e
military arts 1o s goverment In
Paris be resided at 205 jue e Beoon
Courbevoie  He bepan o asso
cation with Swis authannes which
ied to the desian of the Mond-guon
Tautormatic” afle.

Wihide 1 France he dosigoerd 1o
Mexican oo field gun Mondeagon
has offenn been credited ol oot
the design o the Treneh 750 G
not so. The Frency 77 was mumiy ibe
waork ot Coloned DoPore
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MEXICO'S ORDNANCE AND BALLISTICS GENIUS
by Hans Tanner
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equipment, but this s not su The
sexican machist displays a skill and
patience n basic crafsmamdbip that
s equalled by few athers m the
world, and the Mexican arms factory
was exceptionally well outfitted for
the task.

Mondragon's brather, Lt Colonel
Enrique Mondiagon was responsible
for the apening of the Nabonal Pow-
der Factory extension at Santa fe,
near Mexico City and wrote a book
on high expiosives cautled  “Los
Principios Rudimentarios Sobre Cru-
erpos Explosvos y su Fabncabion.”

U.S. War Depantment Document
499C, 1910 “Diaz War, Estimate of
Situation Report™ quotes “The regi-
ment of held artilfery comained two
battalions and each battation two bat-
wres. The peace organzation con-
taned two regiments of mountam
artiflery, one of horse artiffery and
two of light artilery; total 20 hatter-
ey, Batteries each have six guns, ex-
vept the horse batteries, which have
four. The plan was (o have each
mauntain artillery regiment doubled
m wartime, and the other regunent
sncreased Dy pwo additional batier
ws.” From Hus report, Kowad f
Schrerer ostimates  that there were
in firt-ling service 48 moumain guns,
16 horse guns and 48 light guns, for
a total of 112 guns——all of Mondragon
design, white the second line of
older hreechioaders comprised 50
piees.

in 1907, at the time of the cone
struchoss of the port of Ssbma Cruz
w the stade of Olaxacs, the Mexican
gowprnment named several groups of
artillery experts 10 study the place
ment of artillery for the defense ol
the port, Smce this was hefore the
Panama Canal, Mexico was conceroed
shout the posable wvasen from the
Parifie by the [apanese moan attempl!
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1. Nationad powder factory at Sants Fe,
near Mexico Cily &% it & in
itm“‘ of?mm?g g’m

was oprened 3
Mandragon, brother of M. X

2. interior of Nationat Arms Factory,
showing large Isthes for artitlery.

3. Manufacture of sheits foc the
Mondragon:St. Chamong 75 gun at
the Sants Fe works.

4, Huge Saiinas Crut-coustal dufense
gun manutactured by Mondragon.

5. Mondragon - St. Chamond 75mm tietd
i use by Federal tr against

the army of Emitiano Zapata. The

craw s armed with Masuser carbines.

5. Books written by, or associsted with
Mondragon, from ieft: his transiation

af "Arte de Mandar'” by Caeet; report
uf tusts between Schreider/Canet and
Mondragon/ 5t Chamond teld guns; his
Brother’s work an seployives.

7. Compiete shed with projectite Yor
the 2Smm Mondragon, St. Charmond.
Headstamp found an the 75mm
shoell, «vdwsting Mesican manulscture. A )

‘J/‘/.
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orm was to place the stock under
he left elbow, waist high, and op-
wrate the bolt with the right hand
vhile supporting the front with the
eft hand. This method of fire could
snly have value for very close-range
surposes and during  barrage fire
where sighting is not necessary.
Only one type of the Model 1893 is
listed with the following character-
istics: length, 48 inches; barrel, 29
inches; werght 7.5 pounds. Fixed box
magazine with “en bloc” clip taking
eight rounds. Front sight: Inverted
" (barleycorn). Rear sights: Ad-
justable leaf, 200 to 2600 meters.
However, two different dimensions
of cartridges are known—a 65 X
48mm and a 6.5 x 52mm. The latter
could possibly have been as a result
of the 1200-yard -tests mentioned in
the report in an aitempt to provide
a more powerful cartridge. This

6.5mm ammunition has been found
packaged by the Societé Francaise
des Munitions at 30, Rue Notre
Dame des Victoires in Paris.

it should be noted that the Mon-
dragon “en bloc” clip predates the
Pedersen Garand clip (c. 1925) by 34
years. The knife-type bayonet had a
length of 16.15 inches and a blade
length of 10.25 inches. It is similar
to the Swiss engineers’ bayonet
adapted to the Swiss Vetterli repeat-
ing rifle, not surprising as they
were probably manufactured in
Switzerland either by SIG Neuhausen
or a SIG subcontractor. The only
markings on the Model 1893 are the
serial numbers on the various parts
and  FAB.D’ARMES  NEUHAUSEN,
which is the French-language rendi-
tion of SIG Neuhausen.

Mondragon’s Model 1894 resem-
bles the Model 1893. Like the earlier

model, it has a switch plate to con-\\

trol the type of fire required. In the
“A” position the rifle fires as the
bolt is closed, in the L’ position
the rifle is on safety and in the for-
ward “R"” position it acts as a con-
ventional bolt-action type.

it is a straight-pull rifle with a
rotating bolt provided with three sets
of locking lugs. Five of the lugs are
located at the rear of the bolt and
another five at the front with five
supplemental lugs being fitted on
the gas shield. According to the H.
P. White Laboratory files, the rifle in-
spected by them had the following
features: “A”—Ilever to the rear is
“safe,” bolt locked in closed position

trigger cannot be depressed. “L"—

lever in the mid-position; piece func-
tions as a normal bolt-action rifle
and is fired by depressing the trigger.
“R"”—Ilever forward. In this position,

FIG.l,

FiIC.a

FIGS FiCY

It

1. From top: Model 1894 Type IIA from
Swiss archives; Type lIA from “World's
Guns’’, note Swiss-style bayonet lug
and stacking bar; Model 1894 Type 1IB
without lug or bar; Type IIB,

#80 (left and right sides)

2. Boit assembly of Type IIB, #80.
Note multiple locking lugs.

3. Colonel Rubin, director of the Swiss
munitions factory at Thun.

British Patents, Nos. 17,307 and
11,717 are in Rubin’s name. Note that
in later patent, piston is deleted.

4. Lett, the 6.5x48mm and 6.5x52mm
tor the Model 1893 Mondragon. It is
suspected that the longer round was
developed atter field trials.

5. Sectioned 5.2x68 cartridges.

CARTOUCHES
pour Carabine
Hondragon |
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a% soon ay the bolt reaches the ioe
ward location and the lockaog fugs
furm nio positon,  the fiing pin
talls. This latter descaption o ques-
nonable. It esher indicates that the
gun was misassemnbled, or 1 was put
together this way oxprerimentaity, Thig
w borne oot by the fact that ~A®
stands for “Automatique” and R
for “Repetition,” while the "L i
a3 vel undeciphered,

The various tvpes of the Model
8% Mandragon su far reeorded are
the following:

Type 1b Length 54 ins. Ghh
s, Wt 7 ths 1Y gz

Type lIA: Length 48 s, Bbt
s, Wt 7 s, 6 ors.

Type HB: Length 48 ins. 8bi
ins, Wi N/A.

Type Hi: Length 455 ins, Bbi, 27
iy WU NFA,

Type IV Length 4025 ins. Bbl
ZL75 s, W 7 tbs,

tt should be noted that the “type®
slfocations are those made stnotly
by the author and do not represent an
sihaal classification, and are merely
done in the ahsence of any such

345
245

2.5

officid dassification.

The “Type [ seems w he the
most common, Sersl #1291 45 in the
Rabert N Green collection,  and
serial #202 i in the Mesican Defense
Oepartment’s museum. H. P, White
has 2 report oo Serial 280,

It will be seen that the Type [t
has two sub-types. Rifle #1271 has
a typically Swiss bavonet lug and
stacking har. This is Type HA. Rifle
#80 has neither bavonet fug nor
stacking bar, This is Type HB. An-
other Type lIA rifle was illusteated in
“Warld's Guns”, but its wenal number
was not recorded. A further illustra-
tion of a Type HA came from the SIG
archives, hut again the serial sume
ber was not recorded. The Type 113
Model 1894 Mondragon also ilys-
trated in the fiest odition of "World's
Cuns™ was the same senal #80 re-
cordded by the H. P, White Laboeatory,

A carbine version, the Type IV, is
ilustrated in james B. Hughes “Mex-
ican Military Ayms”

Calvin Darst in “Gums & Ammo”
Magazine [(May, 197 describes a
Type H with a 27inch barrel Al
though the rifle found by him in
Mexico was in poor shape with the

forestock  missing, the Darst  nifle
had serial #76 on the receiver and
#123 on the bolt actustor. In the
same  acticle "he refers 1o another
Maodel 1894 examned by H. P. White,
this being 4 Type | with a 34Y2inch
barrel. K. P. White recorded that the
riffing  was four-groave  right hand.
twist with ane turn in 41 inches.
Bore diameter was 3973dnch  and
groove diameter (2183-inch, The ser-
il numbrer of this rifle was #72.
While developing the Model 1893,
Mondragon came iato contact with
Colonel Rubin, the director of the
Swiss  Munitions Factory at Thun
Rubin was the most brilliant car-
tridge designer of his time, being
responsible,  amongst many  other
things, for the devefopment of the
753mm Swiss cartridge and the 103
British cartridge. The two designers
must have seen “eve to eve” at ance
and as a result a revolutionary cars
tridge for the Model 1894 Mondragon
rfle was proposed-—the famed 5.2-
mm high velocity piston cartridge.
That the basie design of this Mon-
dragon cartridge was the work of
Rubin is barne out in the fact that
hoth British patents on the piston

GUNS OF THE WORLD
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1. From left: 5.2x67.7mm (Polle);
5.2x68mm {Poite}; 5. 2x68mim (Thun);
5.2x68mum; 5.2x68mm.

2, 8.2x7 Linm (Polted; 6.1 x68mms
{Thun}; 6.3x68mm {Thun); 5.9x7 1mm
{Thun); 5.927 1mm (Thun} dummy.

| 3. Cutaway of the Modet 1908 Mon.
1 dragon. It was genesaily known as the
“Fusil Portitio iaz Sistema Mon-
dragon”™, but here it is labelied
“Sistoma Nacional”,

£. Clossup of Mondtagon ritle, Mode!
1908 in catiber 7 mm Mauser,
Patant drawing of Mondragon,

8. Partirio Diaz, President of Mexico
untit 1910. Under his patronage, the
Mondragon designs svolved.

6. A confemporary cartoon drawing of
Ganersi Mondragan. He played & very
prominant role it Mexican history

of the esriy 20t Century,

systermn, Noo 17 307 of September 11
B399 and Noo 1UT7 of May 0y
96 are takon ot i Bubers name,
that the 1894 Morcbanons were in
cftert o
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