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August 29, 2016

James D. Julia
203 Skowhegan Road
Fairfield Maine 04937

Dear Sir:

Colt, by means of this letter, is proud to authenticate the manufacture of the Colt firearm with the
Jfollowing serial number:

COLT MODEL 1860 ARMY REVOLVER

Serial Number: 923
Caliber: .44/c
Barrel Length: 7%
Finish: Blue
Type of Stocks: Wood
Shipped To: Peter Williams and Company
Address: Richmond, Virginia
Date of Shipment: April 15, 1801
Number of Same Type
Guns in Shipment. 500

We trust you will find the historical information, retrieved from the original Colt shipping
records, to be of interest.

Sincerely,

Beverlyéléfal;:yne

Historian

C2016 Colt Archive Properties LLC
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August 29, 2016

James D. Julia
203 Skowhegan Road
Fairfield, Maine 04937

Dear Sir.

Colt, by means of this letter, is proud to authenticate the manufacture of the Colt firearm with the
following serial number:

COLT MODEL 1860 ARMY REVOLVER

Serial Number: 959
Caliber: 44/c
Barrel Length: 7"
Finish: Blue
Type of Stocks: Wood
Shipped To: Peter Williams and Company
Address: Richmond, Virginia
Date of Shipment: April 15, 1861
Number of Same Type
Guns in Shipment: 500

We trust you will find the historical information, retrieved from the original Colt shipping
records, to be of interest.

Sincerely,

Lovecty D

everlyJean Hayne:
Historian

€ 2016 Colt Archive Properties LLC
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The Rare and Historic Pistols
of Lieutenant John Low, C.S.N.

By John G. Hamilton

Figure 1: Pair of 1860 fluted ¢vlinder Army Colts, serial numbers 923 and 959. Hartford address, 75" barrels. Pistols were one#

the property of Captain John Low, C.S.N,

(@he pair of Colt New Model Army Pistols,
Fig. 1. wereonce the property of Licuten-
ant John Low who served ten months with
Raphael Semmes on the C.8.S. Alabama.
This popular model became the prinecipal
handgun of the Civil War and some 200,000
were produced: of these the United States
Government purchased approximately
132.000. Additional quantities were purchased
by the officers and men on both sides. A
number of desiralile variations of this model
were produced; one was the cavalry model
which can be identified by the fluted eylinder
and the frame which is milled for the att-
achment of a shoulder stock and equipped
with a fourth serew for holding same in place.
Best estimates place the production of this
model at 1,000 pieces or approximately 2% of
the total production. This makes it rarer than
most Colt percussion revolvers, including the
first and third model dragoons. The fluted
evlinder is found in the serial number range
from 1 through 7,000, The purpose of the
fluted cylinder has never been fully explained.
but it was apparently designed to reduce the
overall weightof the arm. This is logical sitce
the Model 1360 or New Model Army was
designed by Colt to replace the heavy dra-
goon mode!s he had been supplving the mit-
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itary with since 1847. There was a dramatic
change in the weight and size of the New
Model Army which weighed 2 ib. 11 0z. com-
pared with the dragoon which weighed 41b.2
oz, The fluted eylinder was not popular with
Colt's customers and, in view of the extra
expense and time involved in production, it
was discontinued.

Lieutenant Low’s pair of fluted evlinder
New Model Army Colts, serial numbers 923
and 954, have the scarce Hartford address,
Approximately 1% or 2,000 pieces were pro-
duced with such address, 7527 barrels, and
fine varnished walnut stocks. The pistols are
in untouched, uncleaned condition and com-
pletely original with matching numbers on
all parts. They have an overall greyv patina
with just traces of original blue in protected
areas and traces of silver showing on the
trigger guards.

While the above variations make this pair
of pistols very desirable, it is their historical
association with a Confederate officer who
served aboard the C.8.S. Alabama that makes
themn truly rare and historically important,
The author knows of noother firearms witha
provenance that definitely associates them
with a member of the crew of the Alabama,
the most famous ship in the Civil War and

considered by many to be one of the ten must

Y

famous ships in history.

John Low was born in Aberdeen, England
January 24, 1836 and grew up in the Livers
pool area where, at an early age, he was
exposed to and came in contact with the coaf
aring men, ships. and the lure of the sca. Al
sixteen he shipped out on the H.M.S. “ha
limar and within two years had earned his
papers as a ship’s mate.

In 1856, at the invitation of an uncle living
in Savannah, Georgia, he came to the United
States and settled in Savannah where =&
established a business as a ship's chand¥er
He prospered and at the outbreak of the Civ
War had become a respected and prosperous
citizen. When Georgia seceded from the Union
on January 19, 1861, he enlisted in the ©
¢ia Hussars., His duty with the Hussars =a8
short-lived: once the Confederacy learnsd of
his background asaseafarer. he wasawar®
a commission in the Confederate Navy wilh
the rank of Licutenant. [istory does not ™
us how or when Lieutenant Low acquired
pistols, but it does tell he received his ¢
mission sometime during the summe?
i%61. The serial numbers of the pistols,
and 959, 1ell us they were produced in 19
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and probably sometime during the first half
of the year since the total production for the
year was approximately 2,000 pieces. This.
coupled with the fact that a number of Colt
pistols found their way into the southern
states in the early stages of the war, lends
eredence to the supposition that Low acquired
the pistols ¢ither at the time he enlisted in the
Hussars or when he received his commission.
It would have been fairly easy for Low to have
acquired a fine pair of pistols at either time
not only beeause of his position, but because
he was associated with many people in influ-
ential positions who could have helped him
acquire them and this was particularly true
of his unele, who was very prominent in
financial circles in Savannah at the time.
Also, the serial numbers leave little doubt
that they were acquired as and intended to be
a pair.

Lieutenant Low's first assignment saw him
return to England as an assistant to Com-
mander Bulloch, a Confederate agent work-
ing in England, whose mission was to obtain
war supplies, munitions, and eruisers for the
Confederate Navy. Bulloch had succeeded in
purchasing a vessel, the Fingal, to be used as
a blockade runner by the Confederacy and
had loaded her with $250,000 worth of muni-
tions and ordnance supplies. Upon the arri-
val of Low, he took advantage of his new
assistant’s experience as a mariner and ap-
pointed him second officer of the Fingal. On
October 11, Low and Bulloch sailed for Savan-
nah, Georgia and one month and one day
later, after successfully running the block-
ade, the Fingal dropped ancher in Confeder-
ate waters.

When their mission was complete, Bulloch
and Low booked passage on the Annie Childs,
aspeedy blockade runner, Leaving Wilming-
ton, North Carolina on January 4, 1862, they
were back in Liverpool, England on March
10. They were surprised to learn that one of
the cruisers, the Oreto, a 750-ton twin stacked
cruiser built by William Miller and Sons, had
been completed. Bulloch and Low immediately
got busy and lined up a crew. On March 22,
the Oreto(later to become the C.8.S. Florida)
sailed down the Mersey with Licutenant Juohn
Low on board as First Officer and Special
Emissary of Bulloch. Low's assignnient was
to take charge of the eargo and deliver cer-
tain papers to Captain John Maffit of the
Confederate Navy at Nassau in the Bahamas.
Captain Maffitin turn was to take charge of
the vessel, run the blockade, and deliver the
cruiser to a Confederate port. Thirty-seven
days later the Oretoslipped into the harbor at
sau and John Low had completed another
assignment for the Confederate Navy. Fig. 2
shows Lieutenant Low as he appeared in his
Confederate uniform and Fig. 3 as he appeared
Iater in life as a civilian.

When the Oiretoslid down the ways into the
Mersey River, her sister shipthe 290 wasonly
4 number on the production records of the
Laird Brothers and work was progressing
slowly, However, on May 15, an English lady
broke a bottle over her bow and she slid down
the ways. The lady’s name was Henrietta and
the 290 became the Enrica, the Spanish equi
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Figure 2: Lieutenant John Low, C.S.N..in 1862. From “Photographic History of the

Civil War”, V1.

valent of her name.

The Enrica was a graceful lady some 2115,
feet in length, a widthof 31-2/3 feet, tonnage
1.050, a draft of 15 feet when weighted and
equipped with two 300 horsepower engines
capable of driving her at speeds up o 13
knots. With all plain sail in place she was also
capable of making 13 knots. She was 4 screw
steamer with full sail power and when not in
use the serews could be hoisted clear of the

water intoa well. Hér armament consisted of
six 32 pounders, two pivot guns, and a Blakely
capable of throwing a one hundred pound
shell. She was not designed as a battleship.
but as a cruiser with the speed and maneuv:
erability to kit and run and with the fire-
power to defend herself when necessary. The
Laird Brothers made 4 beautiful seale model
from which she was buitt. The motto on her
steering wheel, “Aide tor et Diea ¢ (Help
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Yourself and God Will Help You) was one
which fit in very well with the beliefs of her
future commander, Raphael Semmes. When
John Low returned to Liverpool he learned
that the 290, now the Enrica, had been com-
pleted and his firstorder from Bulloch was to
sign up a crew and prepare to ship out with
them as First Lieutenant. Bulloch had already
signed up Mathew J. Butcher to captain the
Enrica on her maiden vayage. Bulloch had
visions of being chosen tocommand the Enrica,
butsuch was not to be the case because he had
received word from Secretary of the Navy,
Mallory, informing him of the appointment
of Raphael Semmes to be her commander.
His only explanation was that Bulloch could
best serve the Confederate cause by remain-
ing in England.

On the morning of July 28, 1862, the Enrica
moved slowly out of the dock at Birkenhead.
and she was on her way to keep her date with
destiny as the C.5.S. Alabama with Lieuten-
antJohn Low on board. On August 10, aftera
Jjourney of some 500 miles, she dropped anchor
in the Bay of Praya.

August 18 saw the arrival of the Agrip-
pina, the supply ship bringing with her the
Enrica's armament, coal, and other supplies.
Commander Semmes, Commander Bulloch,
and thirty-seven men and officers arrived on
the 20th on board the Bahama.

August 25, 1862 would be a date long
remembered and would godown in history as
animportantdateinthe annalsof naval war-
fare. [t wason this date that the Enricasailed
away from the island of Terciera to launch a
career that would eventually win her immor-
tality as one of the most famous ships in his-
tory. Some two hours after their departure
Semmes decided it was time to talk to the
officers and men, and for this purpose he had
them assemble on the quarter deck. Then he
read them his commission from the President
and the Order of the Secretary of the Navy
instructing him to take command of the
Enrica. When he finished, the halliards at the
peak of the main mast were broken and the
flag and pennant of the Confederacy floated
in the breeze; simultaneously a cannon beomed
from the weather deck and a quartermaster
standing by the English colors hauled them
down and the Enrica officially became the
C 8.8, Alabama.

Semmes then proceeded to explain the
nature of the vessel, her nationality. purpose
of the cruise, and causes leading to it. The
men were told they would receive double the
wages paid by the English government and
payment would be in gold. They would alse
receive the equivalent of one half the value of
property destroyed and bonded as prize money.
He made it a point to emphasize that the
Alabama was not a privateer, an irresponsi-
ble nonescript to roam the seas with no pre-
tense of discipline or order for the purpose of
plunder, but a bonafide man of war commis-
sioned by the President, flying the flag of the
Young Republic. He warned them of the
hardships which lay ahead. the constant
cruising inall seas and climes, the daily work
required to keep the ship in fighting trim.
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Figure 3: Captain John Low in his later years. Photograph courtesy of Willia

Stanley Hoole.

and the danger involved in boarding vessels
in all kinds of weather, day or night. with
little respite and all with the constant threat
of ending up with a rope around their necks.
He then made a pitch for the men to come
forward and sign up for the cruise.

The men split up into groups to discuss the
proposal and make their individual decisions.
Within 4 short time, the men began (o come
forward and sign up. The final count showed
eighty-five men had accepted Semmes’ offer,
and this was almost enough to man and fight
the ship's entire battery. Commander Bul-
loch immediately directed the paymaster to
prepare advance half pay allotments to be
delivered to the seamen's dependents back
home. When the allotments were complete,
Bulloch met with Semmes and then Bulloch,
Captain Butcher, and the members of the
crew who did not accept Semmes’ offer re-
turned to the Bahama, which had accompan-
ied the Enrica to this point.

Semmes immediately set about putting his
ship in order and giving the crew some prac-
tice on the guns. Then he turned his attention
to the real reason for his mission; namely,
that of erippling the commerce of the United
States. There were many possibilities, but
after careful thought he decided to attack the
whaling fleet off the Azores and history tells

us he made an excellent choice. Semmes t
his first prize on September 5. Lieuten
John Low made the following entry in his
book:

(5th) ot 8:30 a.m. made a Brig. o our lee
standing tothe Northoeest. Fxeereised at qu
tersat 8:00 a.m. Az usual innearingthe ch
we found she was hove to and heading act
ourbow. As we ran her down she appeure
be a very neat looking ship aloft and owr su:
cions began to be aroused that she might be
Elno a Undted States Criciser which we he
was stationed about the islands so we luffea
a little Tvease (0 midght be her so we could get
weather gage of her in case we came [N conle
(8th) Contact with her making sure we w
guing to have an engagement with her. the o
tors employed down below in laying out

thelr instrunients in case of need hat wy
wearing her we found she had quarter bo
and erery semblance of whaler — 2:05 P
came up alongside her. We sent o boat

bourd her — she proved to be the ship "Ocm
gee” on a whaling rvoyage with the Uni
States Register. Licutenant Armstrong u
sent on board her to take possession, Har
employed during the afteruoon iv tramnsfer,
the ereve and buggege from the prize. Confiy
S Turwer fourth officer of the prize
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account drunkeness by order of the Capt. By
order of Commander Semmes, Lieuts. Arm-
strong and Kell were appointed a board to
value the ship “Ocmulgee” and appraised her
at fifty thousand dollars, At 8:30 Lieut, Wil-
son and boats ereu fired the prize at noon 38°
27N/ Long. 30° 40/ West,

Within five hours another ship hove into
view and was captured. This time Lieutenant
Low led the boarding party and upon exa-
mining the ship’s papers learned she was the
“Starlight” out of Bosten, The passengersand
crew were removed and placed on the Ala-
bama and the prize was fired.

During the next ten months Lieutenant

Low participated in some forty chases and
captures of enemy vessels and in many cases
he was chosen by Commander Semmes to
lead the boarding parties and apply the
torch.
Lieutenant Low noted in his log on October 11
that it was becoming rather monotonous
cruising and cruising. Little did he realize
that the monotony would scon come to an
abruptend at the hands of mother nature. On
the evening of October 15 the weather took a
turn for the worse and the barometer began
to fall. The wind continued to increase in
intensity and the sea wasrunning higher and
higher until it became very difficult, if not
impossible. for the men to work on deck with-
out holding onto someting for fear of being
washed overboard. The sky became very
dark and foreboding, and the fury of the
storm steadily increased until it became ap-
parenttoall on board that the forces of nature
were going to put the Alabama tothe supreme
test. The storm was fast beginning to take on
all the earmarks of a real hurricane. The
wind and rain continued all during the night
accompanied by the heavy roll of thunder,
and all the while brilliant flashes of lightn-
ing illuminated the heavens. As morning
dawned on the 16th, the barometer continued
its downward plunge and Semmes ordered
the ship put under short sail. The wind and
the sea continued to lash and pound the Ala-
bama until all on board feared she would be
destroyed and they would all be swept into
the sea. As the sea rose higher the water
poured over the decks until the crew found
themselves in water waist high in their efforts
to keep her right side up and afloat. Further
adjustments were necessary in the sails until
the ship was under nothing more than a small
storm sail and she was in danger of being
thrown on her beams and her masts swept
away, The storm continued for two more
hoursand the barometer fell to 28 64. Then it
happened--a deep calm settled over the Ala-
bama, a calm which seemed to portend of
something worse to come and which caused
much apprehension and concern among those
on board. Seamen are, as a lot, superstitious
and many of them may have guessed or knew
they were passing through the vortex of the
hurricane and that few men ever lived to tell
about it.

Everything remained e¢alm for about thirty
minutes and then the hurricane returned
with a new fury thatsent mountains of water
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Figure 4: C.S.8. Alabama. From “Official Records of the Union and Confederate
Navies...,"1, I. Photograph courtesy of William Stanley Hoole.

cascading over the stricken Alabama. When
it appeared to all hands on board that the
gtorm was about to put an end to the illus-
trious career of the Confederate cruiser, Lieu-
tenant Low, acting entirely on his own voli-
tion but with instinet of a veteran officer,
grabbed the helm and by exerting great
strength succeeded in slowly turning the ship
from the port tack, thereby righting and pre-
venting her from floundering. It became
immediately apparent to all on board that
Lieutenant Low’s quick thinking, combined
with his excellent seamanship, had saved the
Alabama and with it the lives of those on
hoard. The Alabama, as she appeared to the
merchant men she captured and burned or
ransomed. is shown in Fig. 4. The day follow-
ing the storm found all hands engaged in
cleaning up the havoc wrought by the storm
and making any necessary repairs. When the
shipwasonceagainin fighting trim, Semmes
took to the sea lanes to search out and destroy
or ransomn Yankee merchant men. Hunting
was notvery luerative and, during the period
of October 17 through December 7, only
seven ships were taken, four were burned
and three ransomed. Then they ran into foul
weather and this, coupled with engine trou-
ble, made it necessary for them to head for a
neutral port. On December 23 they arrived in
the Gulf of Camechecke and dropped anchor
off the Arcas Keys.

Duringtheir stay at the Arcas Keys, Semmes
took time out to catch up on his reading and,
after reading and studying the newspapers
taken from captured vessels, he was able to
piece together information which indicated
Union General Banks was planning a 30,000
man invasion of Texas. A large convoy of
some hundred ships consisting of gun boats,
troops, and supply ships had been assembled
in Boston and New York were scheduled to
arrive off Galveston on or about January 10.
He seized upon the idea of making a dashing

hit and run attack on the convoy, believing
that with the element of surprise on his side
he could, with some luck, destroy itor at least
blunt the force of the attack. With this in
mind he pointed the Alabama in the direction
of Galveston. The Alabama and her crew
were on their way to meet the greatest chal-
lenge of their career as this would be the first
time they would challenge another warship
in combat. The trip from Arcas Keys took
nearly a week and by noon on January 11 the
Alabama lay thirty miles off the coast of
Texas.

Lieutenant Low entered the following
account of the actual engagement in his log
book:

We arrived (off Galveston) in sight from aloft
of the blockading squadron off that port con-
sisting of seven steamers on the 11th. On the
afternoon of the same day one of the steamers
reported coming out and standing for us when
we downed the prapeller and got up steam and
headed off shore going along easily for the
steamer to approoch, at dusk furled all sail
and went to quarters and loaded with 5 shells
when we stood back from the vessel as she was
not very far astern we soon approached each
other and wpon doing so hailed her to know
what steamer that was, hut wot hearing dis-
tinctly her reply we ran nearer to her when she
hailed us to know what vessel we were. When
we replied her Majesty's Gun Bouat Petrel, e
then asked her a second time what steamer that
was. When she replied the U.S. Steamer Hat-
teras. So as we heard that we informed them
that we were the Confederate States Steamer
Alabama, Upon saying so fired a broadside
which she instantly veplied to whereupon the
action became general, after the engugement
lasted about ten minutes, we found she was
blowing off steam for seceval of our shots has
disabled the engine and one went thiough the
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stean chest. At thistime ] suppose we were o
hundred yards from each other and the rifle
shote and shells she was throwing pretty vapidly
al s but genevally going too kigh. We were buth
Firing small arme as well but the most part
past over us, after we sauwhat she wasgetting
disabled she made an attewm pt to board us, but
we were foo smart for her, After the engage-
ment lasted about fifteen minutes she fired a
gin to the leeward asz on Indication of sur-
render when we ceased firing, but thinking it
might only be a ruse on her part we loaded up
and ran nearer her asking if she had surren-
deved and when she informed us she had she
sent a boat informing us she was on fire and
sinkIng. So we lowered our boats 1m mediately
and sent them to her in assigtance and in about
three quarters of an hour afterwards we had
them all on board.

With 118 prisoners of war on board, the
Alabama sailed out of the Gulf of Mexicoand
headed for Jamaica where they were put
ashore. When Lieutenant Homer Blake, the
commanding officer of the Hatteras, surren-
dered his sword, Semmes learned that two
men were killed and five wounded on the
Hatteras. He also learned there were five
ships in the blockading squadron and the
Hatteras was the weakest of the lot. It was
difficult for Semnmes to understand why she
was chosen to pursue the Alabama when one
of the ships was the Brooklyn, a much better
equipped warship. When Blake made his

report to Secretary of the Navy Wells, he
referred to the Alabama as a piratecraft. She
had been referred to as such before.

Following her vietory over the Hatteras,
the Alabama returned to the sea lanes and
moved southward along the coast of Brazil,
capturing and burning Yankee shipping as
then went. Then on June 20, a trim clipper
made her appearance on the horizen and
after a six-hour chase, Lieutenant Low and a
boarding party went on board. She turned
out to be the Conrad bound for New York. [t
was June 20 and the score now read 120 ves-
sels overtaken and the forty-third vessel joined
the long list of vessels to either disappear
beneath the waves or be ransomed. The
record was impressive after ten months at
sea and 20,000 miles.

The Conrad turned out to be the most uni-
que prize Semmes had taken to date. He had
never hesitated to sink and burn the Yankee
prizes without any compunetion. However,
there was something about the Conrad that
made him stop and think; perhaps it was her
fine lines and sailing qualities. Most impor-
tant, he saw her potential as another Confed-
erate cruiser. In any case, he decided to
commission her and send her off to roam the
seas, search out, burn, and/or ransom Yan-
kee merchant men. The man he chose to be
her captain was Lieutenant John Low, a man
he described as a capital seaman and excel-
lent officer. None of the officers or men ques-
tioned his choice. Low immediately set about

to outfit the new eruiser from supplies
and armament taken from the pri:
then selected ten men and four officer
erew and, after a brief speech by Sen
which he renamed the Conrad the
loosa, the two men parted, agreeing
again at Cape Town.

Lieutenant Low closed out the firs
his new command by making the fo
brief entry in his log:

21t July 1868 — This day the bargue
of Philadelphia captured as a prize of
the Confederate States Steamer Alab.
the 20th of June this year was put in ¢
sion as a tender to the later vessel wn
Confederate Flag at 5 P.M. this da
receiving on board two rifles, a brassg
twenty Springfield Rifles with amm
One of the guns was fired and the Conf
Flag run wp amidst loud cheers from t
of the Alabama when (the Conrad)
Tuscaloosa proceeded on a eruise un
command of Lieut. Low, Officer Willic
clair, Master, S.H. Minor (Master Ma
Marmelstein (Master Mate) and eleven s

John Low was in command of hisow
but it came at a most inopportun
because even though it was still open
on Yankee merchant men, most of th
had been swept from the seas by tl
bama, Florida, and other Confederatec
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During the months of June and July, Lieu-
tant Low ran down forty-eight vessels, but
none proved to be of the United States Regis-
try. Things took a turn for the better on the
morning of September 13, when another sail
was sighted and she turned out to be a Yan-
kee. the Living Age, out of Maine with a
cargo of rice bound for Falmouth. Captain
Low ransomed her for $160,000 and accepted
the Captain's bond as security and released
her. The search was continued, but then the
days and weeks passed and on November 19
the Tuscaloosa arrived at St. Catherine’s
Island off the coast of Brazil, having sailed
more than 6000 miles and run down or
boarded more than one hundred vessels of
various nationalities and only one, the Living
Age, having proved to be a legitimate prize of
war.

No sooner had the Tuscaloosa dropped
anchor in St. Catherine’s Harbor than she
was boarded by some armed men whose
officer informed Low that he would not be
permitted to communicate with the shore
until he hove to and stood up. To insure com-
pliance with such order a Brazilian warship
was anchored alongside the Tuscaloosa dur-
ing the night. The next morning Low explained
to the officer that his primary concern was to
obtain food for his men. The officer listened
but it was to no avail, and he informed Low
that the President of Brazil had ordered the
Tusecaloosa out of the harbor. If Low failed to
comply, they would put the vessel under
Brazilian protection. This was the last thing

Low wanted and so by 5 P.M._ the anchor was
up and they were heading for blue water.
Low was aware that it was becoming imper-
ative that he obtain food for the men and
officers as soon as possible and there appeared
but two alternatives; either capturea Yankee
merchant man or intercept a vessel whose
captain would be sympathetic to the Confed-
erate cause. Lady luck smiled on him and on
November 27 they ran down the Tulium, a
British merchant man, whose captain let
them have a few of the items they required.
Then a shortstop at the little island of Tristan
de Cunah where they were able to get all the
supplies they needed and they were on their
way to Cape Town some 2,000 miles away.
On December 26 they dropped anchor in
Simon’s Bay, and Low was sure they were at
last in friendly port where they could expect
the usual maritime courtesies. He did not
have long to wait to learn he was wrong. They
had been at anchor less than an hour when
the Simon Bay Harbor Master and a Lieut-
enant Wood from the H.M.S. Narcissus came
aboard and questioned Low. Low explained
that it was a routine stop for repairs and
provisions. The Harbor Master demanded
that Low put his answers in writing and
when Low complied they left. Low did not
give the matter much thought until the Har-
bor Master returned later with a letter from
Admiral Sir Baldwin Walker personally ad-
dressed to Low. The letter read as follows:

As it appears that the Tuscaloosa under your

charge and command is a vessel that belongs to
the Federal States of America, having been
captured by the Confederate States Ship of
War Alabama, and not harving been adjudi-
cated before any competent prize court is still
an uncondemned prize, which you brought to
this port in violation of her Britanic Majesty's
orders for the maintenance of her neutrality. 1
have the honor to inform you that. in conse-
quenee. I am compelled to detain the so called
Tuscaloosa (late Conrad) with a view to her
heing restored to her original owners, and I
request that you will be so good as to transfer
the charge of the vessel to the officer bearing
this letter.

Lieutenant Low protested, but the only
concession he could obtain was permission
for the officers and men to remain on board
until the arrival of the Alabama: in any case
they would ultimately have to leave. Low lost
no time in filing an official report directly
with Sir William Wodehouse, the highest
British official in all South Africa. The reply
he received gave him two options, abandon
the ship or await the arrival of Semmes and
the Alabama. It was a difficult decision
because he did not know when Semmes would
return. After ten monotonous days during
which the crew loafed, complained, and took
inventory of the Tuscaloosa’s stores, ete., Low
decided to pay the men off, discharge them,
and turn the vessel over to the British author-
ity.

The Tuscaloosa’s career was brief and cer-
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tainly not very productive in terms of Yankee
commerce destroyed, but itdid emblazon her
name on the pages of history forever. Raphael
Semmes pointed out in his “Memoirs of Ser-
vice Afloat” that the case of the Tuscaloosa
settled an important point of law; namely,
that ONE NATION CANNOT INQUIRE
INTO THE ANTECEDENTS OF THE
SHIPS OF WAR OF ANOTHER NATION.

Lieutenant Low remained in Cape Town
until January 20, 1864 on which date he
sailed with Lieutenant William Sinclair for
England. Their tickets were obtained through
the courtesy of Rear Admiral Sir Baldwin
Walker. When John Low returned to Eng-
1and. his valuable service to the Confederacy
was recognized by Commander Bulloch, who
recommended him for promotion to First
Lieutenant and gave him a new assignment.
His new duties included the overseeing the
construction of four new gunboats being built
by the Peter Denny Company of Dumbarton,
Seotland.

After the sinking of the Alabama by the
Kearsage on June 19, 1864, he spent some
time in South Hampton reminiscing with his
former shipmates. He became bored with the
inactivity of shore duty and decided toresign
from the Confederate Navy.

In September he wrote to Semmes and
requested a recommendation which he planned
to uge in an effort to obtain an English mas-
ter’s license. Semmes wrote him a letter giv-
ing him a good recommendation. In the

Figure5: Low’s Confederate uniform, sabre and pistols. Courtesy Malcolm F.S. Low,
Cheshire, England. Photographs by Low's great-grandson, Roger Clarke. Photge
graph courtesy William Stanley Hoole. ;
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postscript he indicated he would be sorry to
see Low leave the service of the Confederacy.
Low changed his mind and devoted his time
to the assignment he had received from Bul-
loch. In January the Ajax was completed and
Low became her captain. At the close of the
war Captain Low sailed his ship back across
the Atlantic and turned her over to the Brit-
ish authorities in Liverpool on June 10, 1865.

John Low spent the remainder of his life in
England where he became a prosperous and
influential citizen. Throughout his life he
became known as the man who had sailed
with Semmes on the famous Alabama. e
would, from time to time, grant interviews
with the local newspapers and discuss his
experiences as a Confederate officer on the
C.8.S. Alabama. On other occasions he would
appear before civie and other groups to relate
what life was like in the Confederate Navy
with Raphael Semmes. During his lifetime
he carefully preserved his Confederate uni-
form, sabre, pistols, and the log book he kept
while serving on the Tuscaloosa and Ala-
bama and frequently displayed the items
shown in Fig. 5.

Captain John Low passed away at his resi-
dence in Liverpool, England on September 6,
1906. The Liverpool Journal of Commerce. in
reporting his passing, stated, “Captain John
Low, a man of world notoriety died... an
important link thus being broken with the
historic past, for the deceased is probably the
last of the officers of the noted Alabama.”

With his passing, the mementos he so trea-
sured during his life passed to various mem-
bers of his family. The historic pair of Colt
1860 Army pistols, which are the subject of
the writing, went to one of his sons, Herbert
A. Low, along with the ship’s clock. Miss
Doreen Low, the grandaughter of Captain
John Low, inherited them from her father,
Herbert A. Low. They remained in the family
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for some 120 years and did not come to the
open market until the property of Miss Doreen
Low, deceased, was disposed of at public aue-
tion by Sotheby Parke Bernet & Co.
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