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SAILING OVER THE TRANQUIL PACIFIC
UDE TO THE PLEASURES OF TOURING IN THE ORIENT
The immense size, great speed, and exceptionally luxurious appoint-

ments of the new steamships of the Pacific Majl make possible the
most delightful of all ocean voyages,

From San Francisco to Hawaii, Japan, China, the Philippines and Australia
For information, apply to any railroad ticket agent, or
PACIFIC mAIL STEAMSHIP COMPANY
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORKIA
CHICAGO NEW YORK ST. LOUIS
193 Clark Street 1 Broadway—349 Broadway 903 Olive Street
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Colt, by the means of this letter, is proud to authenticate the manufacture of the Colt firearm with
the following serial number:

COLT SINGLE ACTION ARMY REVOLVER

Serial Number: 175937
Caliber: ASc
Barrel Length: 7"
Finish: Blue
Type of Stocks: Rubber
Shipped To: Colt’s Patent Fire-Arms Mfg. Company
San Francisco Agency

Address: San Francisco, California
Date of Shipment: February 05, 1898
Number of Same Type

Guns in Shipment: 25

We trust you will find the historical information, retrieved from the original Colt shipping
records, to be of interest.

Sincerely,
Kathleen .J. ﬁoy';
Historian

©2005 Colt's Manufacturing Co., Inc

( //}//;'r (/ /Az 1 )V//,’.:/( /’/}///, ?/ :// g //(%/'/r'«' %, /j« (23 /’//1:», \i/ /f oy //) ( B ij ¢ /,V/?\, 2 )/////// /"/, ( £ /u’ o'/ ;; ’ﬁ




From Texasand
The 8ld West

Jerry R. Hemphill



Collection of Gary Helin
Serial No. 67897. 7 1/2" Colt .45, carved UTAH 1882 in right grip: This pistol was found in the desert in the early 40’s
buried in the sands of time.

Collection of Gary Helin
Serial No. 175937. 7 172" Colt .45, blue finish: Only known single action stamped P.M.S.S. Co. on left side of barrel.
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STEAMERS TO THE ISTHMUS
Steamboat Bill - Summer 1991
Journal of The Steamship Historical Society of America
(Courtesy of Ted Bailey, CHS '68)

Click for larger imagé
Photo Courtesy of Dan Gomez

The Panama Railroad Company was incorporated in New York on April 7, 1849, to construct and operate a
railway across the Isthmus of Panama. Work began in May 1850 and service commenced on January 28,
1855.

Essential fo the railway link between the two oceans was a connecting ship route from New York to
Aspinwall (now Colon) which began with sailing ships in 1855, as did a steamship service between Panama and
Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Salvador and Guatemala. Steam replaced sail between New York and Aspinwall four
years later by the North Atlantic Steamship Company, a joint venture of Panama Railroad and the Pacific
Mail Steamship Company. The 3,000 grt ADRIATIC, ATLANTIC, and BALTIC were acquired from Collins
Line in 1859, but proved too large and were withdrawn in 1863. In 1865 Pacific Mail Steamship Company
assumed the operations, providing service to both the Atlantic and Pacific terminals of the railroad. In
1881, the French canal company, obtained control of the Panama Railroad, but left its management in the
hands of its U.S. operators.

On February 1, 1893, the agreement with Pacific Mail ended. The Panama Railroad then formed its own
shipping company, the Colombian Line, which provided service between New York and Colon utilizing
chartered tonnage. Re-named Panama Railroad Steamship Line on January 1, 1896, the line passed on May
4,1904, o the U.S. government after it assumed the canal project. Operated by a Board of Directors
appointed by the Secretary of War, the line played a eritical role in the canal construction.

Operations began with the 2,600 grt screw-steamers FINANCE and ADVANCE built in 1883 and 1882 for
the United States & Brazil Mail Steamship Company and ALLTANCA (b. 1886/3,905 grt). In 1905, Ward
Line’s HAVANA and MEXICO were chartered and renamed PANAMA and COLON. The FINANCE sank of f
Sandy Hook on November 26, 1908, after a collision with the White Star liner GEORGIC.

Two vessels which would long prove the mainstay of the service were purchased in 1908: TREMONT and
SHAWMUT (9,606 grt), built in 1902 for the Boston Steamship Company. Their first sailings as
CRISTOBAL and ANCON were on June 25 and July 22, 1909 respectively. Fittingly, the line's ships
inaugurated the Panama Canal in 1914 with ALLIANCA the first to pass through Gatun Locks on June 8,
CRISTOBAL the first to make a test passage through the Canal and ANCON the first to make an of ficial
transit on August 15. To supply U.S. Marines stationed there, calls at Port-au-Prince, Haiti, began in 1917.

The CRISTOBAL and ANCON were refitted in 1919-20, which included oil firing and new accommodation
for 150 passengers. These 12.5-knot vessels maintained fortnightly, eight-day sailings to Cristobal. The
Lake-class freighters LAKE FLATTERY and LAKE FANQUIER were purchased from the U.S. Shipping
Board in 1923 and 1925, and as BUENVENTURA and GUAYAQUIL maintained the cargo service.

http://www.czbrats.com/Builders/liners.htm 6/23/2004
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After Congress overruled President Hoover's desire to disband the line in 1932, plans for new tonnage
began, but came under attack from privately-owned companies opposed to a government-owned line
diverting commercial trade.

CONTRACT & CONSTRUCTION

As America began to strengthen defenses of the Panama Canal, new building plans were revived in late
1936. This coincided with legistration to revive the U.S. Merchant Marine, and led to the creation of the
Federal Maritime Commission which subsidized vessel construction and operation. After the Merchant
Marine Act of 1936 had reaffirmed government encouragement of private steamship companies, upgrading
a government-owned line prompted opposition; to which Panama Railroad responded by citing a Supreme
Court decision of October 1935,

“We attach no importance to the fact that the railway company has utilized both its ships and railroad to
carry private freight and passengers. The record shows that this is done to a limited extent compared; and
that it is only incidental to the government operations.”

Plans were finalized for three vessels designed by the noted naval architect George 6. Sharp, to offer 52
passenger sailings a year versus the then present 26. They were wholly financed from profits, reserves and
depreciation funds accrued over the years by Panama Railread under the shrewd management of T.H.
Rossbottom.

Bids were received on April 16, 1937, from Bethlehem Steel Co. ($4,040,000 per ship), New York
Shipbuilding Corp. ($4,076.000 per ship), Federal Shipbuilding and Newport News Shipbuilding & Dry Dock.
On May 20, Secretary of War Harry H. Woodring announced a contract with Bethlehem Shipbuilding for
“three modern fast fireproof combination passenger-cargo liners" of 10,000 grit, carrying 200 passengers
and 100,000 cubic feet of cargo with a speed of 16.5 knots from steam turbines. Alternative specifications
for diesel propulsion had been given, but no such bids were received. The ships were to be built at the Fore
River Shipyard, Quincy, Massachusetts and delivered in 18, 20 and 22 months respectively.

Assigned yard numbers 1467, 1468 and 1469, the keels of the first two were laid down on October 25 and
the third on November 15, 1937. Yard No. 1467 was christened PANAMA on September 24, 1938, by Mrs.
Raquel de la Guardia de Boyd, wife of Dr. Don Augusto S. Boyd, Panama's ambassador to the United States.
The 6,000-ton hull was 98 per cent complete with 90 per cent of the machinery also in place. On December
10, Mrs. Harry Woodring launched No. 1468 as ANCON. No. 1469 took to the water as CRISTOBAL on
March 4, 1939, sponsored by Mrs. Clarence S. Ridley, wife of the Governor of the Panama Canal Zone, Brig.
General Clarence S. Ridley.

The maiden voyages were announced on January 8, 1939; PANAMA on March 30, ANCON on June 8 and
CRISTOBAL on August 18. On February 18, PANAMA's trials were set: first pierside machinery tests on
the 21st, builder's trials on the 28th and acceptance trials on March 7. Evidently something proved amiss,
for on March 25 her maiden voyage was set back to April 27. Early on April 6 PANAMA left Quincy for
Rockland, Maine, where she anchored at 11:00p.m. The next day she ran the Navy's measured mile course
and averaged 18.76 knots at 9,138 shp and 98.28 rpm. The service speed of 16.20 knots was achieved at
5,420 shp and 83.88rpm. The very day PANAMA ran her trials, Panama Railroad observed its 90th
anniversary; and a government-owned enterprise that was both profitable and essential.

MALIDEN VOYAGES

http://www.czbrats.com/Builders/liners htm 6/23/2004
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CALIFORNIA AND OREGON,
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UNITED STATES MAIL STEAMSHIP COMPANY.
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PACIFIC MAIL STEAMSHIP COMPANY.
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PANAMA,.......... 1087 Tone =
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Pacific Coast Steamship Company
Pacific Far East Line
Pacific Mail Steamship Co 3

The Palmer Fleet

Panama Railroad Steamship Co

Pan American Petroleum & Transport Co
Pan-Atlantic Steamship Corporation

Pan Ore Steamship Co

Patriarch 85 Co

Henry W. Peabody's Australia Line
Peninsular & Occidental Steamship Co
Penn Shipping Compan

Permanente Steamship Cory

Philadelphia & Reading Transportation Line
Philadelphia & Southern Mail Steamship Co
Philadelphia Transatlantic Line {Charles M, Taylor's Sons)
Phillips Petroleum Co

Pickands Mather Steamshin Co

Pioneer Line of Australia Packets

Pittsburgh Steamship Company

Pocahontas Steamship Company

Polarus Steamship Company

Pollard Steamshin Co.

Polish American Navigation Co,

Pope and Talbot Steamship Co.

Portland & Asiatic Steamship Co.

Portland Line (Maine Steamship Co.)
rudential Steamship Corp.

uget Sound Navigation Co,

Pure Ol Co.

©
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See also:

e Index page of US Shipping Companies by name

Pacific Coast Steamship Company

http://flagspot.net/flags/us~hfpa html 2/8/2004
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The Fabulous
Interiors of the
Great Ocean
Liners

A Night to
Remember

Picture History of
the French Line

Great Cruise
Ships and
Ocean Liners

THE ANERICAN LI

i,

Pictorial

The Great Encyclopedia of . .
Luxury Liners Ocean Liners The American Line

Picture History of
the Normandie

1860-1994

Picture History ; The Liners: A
The First Great
of the'Cunard Oconn Liners prage of
Line Discovery

Great
Liners

at War
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This Historic Oceanliners site is
owned by

Historic

http://www.steamertrunkmerchants.com/steamshipchronology . htm

QOccanliners

OCEAN LINER VIDEO COLLECTION

"Floating Palaces", a four video cassette box set,
includes stories about the great luxury trans-
Atlantic liners of the past, including the Titanic.

Historic

2/8/2004
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STEAMER TRUNK MERCHANTS.

Want to join the Historic Oceanliners?
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SAILING OVER THE TRANQUIL PACIFIC
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Colloction of Gary Helin
Serial No. 67897. 7 1/2* Colt .45, carved UTAH 1882 in right grip: This pistol was found in the desert in the early 40’s

buried in the sands of time.

CoBoction of Gary Helin
Serial No. 175937. 7 1/2" Colt .45, blue finish: Only known single action stamped P.M.S.S. Co. on left side of barrel.
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To Whom It May Concern:

This 1is to certify that on March 8, 1981, I, Darrel Angles,  re-
siding at 6762 Juniper Lane, Placerville, California, did sell to
Robert V. Bell, of Creek Park Ranch, Garden Valley, California, cne
Lolt Single Action Army reveolver - Serial Number 175937. Said re-
volver is chambered for the .45 Colt cartridge, and has a seven and
one half inch (7+") barrel marked by engraving with the inscription
P M SS CQ, signifying PACIFIC MAIL STEAMSHIP COMPANY.

This revolver was carried by ﬁy father, Mr, Elleck Lonnie Angles,
deceased, during his duties as Mail Room Guard on various vessels
operated by the Facific Mail Steamship Company. To the best of my
recollection, my father was so employed by this company during the

years 1907 through 1915. The revolver was given to me by my father

~ 2 w ; ‘l
________________ Signed e

=
Sworn to before me Vﬂ@lé @: K1 1981 gSJQzﬂu&kj”Qﬁw };XA&DLL/

My commission expires_ 2. 7€ &=

& ELIZABETH GREEN

e
% NOTARY PUBLIC
Nt EL DORADO CO., CALIFORNIA

My Commission Expires Mar. 25, 1983

b
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The

MacNaughton
Hammerlessp 420,

by D.J. Baker

In the last half of the nineteenth
century, about three hundred patents
were obtained in Great Britain for
hammerless sporting gun actions. This
number can be loosely but usefully
divided into three broad groups. At
one extreme, we have the large pro-

portion that are today known mainly
from their patents. Probably most of
these guns were made as prototypes or
in very limited numbers and are,
therefore, very rare. Just how rare
their owners do not in general realize,
due to the lack of research devoted to
this aspect of arms development.

The second group consists of
those which enjoyed wide use. They

The lockwork of the Edinburgh model.

were relatively few, and examples are
found with a range of retailers’ names
on them. Some of this group were
actually made by more than one
maker, whereas others were made in
large numbers by one wholesale
maker and sold from many outlets.
Those which remain were peculiar
to one gunmaker. Some of these were
produced in relatively large quantities
and were not necessarily entirely built
by the vendor’s firm, because that is
the way the British gun trade or-
ganized itself. No matter who actually
made them, these guns, each having
the distinctive “‘lines”” of the ‘‘house”’
that retailed it, contributed much to
the rich variety that is a feature of
nineteenth century British gunmaking.
The gun which James MacNaugh-
ton of Edinburgh patented on July 12,
1879 in Great Britain as Number 2848
is from this final group and is note-
worthy because it combines an inter-
esting mechanism with a particularly
elegant exterior. Opinions of this sort
are inevitably subjective, but in an age
that produced elegant guns as a matter
of course, the MacNaughton is an out-

If I write with affection for the
MacNaughton it is because one of
these, in fact the 12 gauge gun
illustrated, has a rather special place
in my affections. I had been writing to
an elderly Scots gentleman, who told
me that he was giving up shooting and
wished to sell his gun. His price was
beyond my purse, but I mentioned this
to a very good friend in the United
States, and he bought it. When [ took
up this friend’s long-standing invita-
tion to visit him, I had a chance to use
it in the field. So it was with this gun
one golden fall day in Virginia that 1
bagged my first bob white quail and so
became a “‘quail hunter.’’

The 12 gauge MacNaughton gun with which the author bagged his first

bob white.

32 ARMS GAZETTE

Detail of the Edinburgh model. Note the window fn the top strap, the openiﬁg in

stocking.

standing example.

Because in large part it made
possible the gun’s exterior, the layout
of the internal mechanism will be
considered first.

The MacNaughton belongs to that
class of hammerless shotguns called
lever cockers, that is, the lockwork is
brought to full cock by working a lever
rather than by the motion of the
barrels opening and closing. These
latter are barrel cockers, but the
barrels act as the lever in these cases.

The gun under consideration
bears a conventional turning top lever,
which also opens the gun, but the clue
to its dual role lies in its slightly
greater length when compared to the
majority of examples. This added
length, by giving additional leverage,
makes the mechanism easier to
operate.

The working of this action is
perhaps best understood by noting the
photograph of the action minus the
stock. Moving the top lever to the right
turns a spindle with a lever on its
bottom, which withdraws the barrel
locking bolts in the conventional way.
Pivoted on the tumblers are two
pushers which engage with the barrel
bolt and thrust back the tumblers to
full cock, assuming of course that the
gun has been fired. As the tumblers
reach full cock they are caught and

held by the sears. Note that these are
placed on the top of the rear of the
tumbler and so have to be lifted out to
fire the lock. In a sense, this is a
conventional lock upside down.

MacNaughton built this mecha-
nism as a trigger plate action; that is, a
central upward projection from the
trigger plate is used as a common lock
plate for both locks which are hung one
on each side of it.

All the mechanism is thus con-
tained in the head of the stock, and the
action bar is left solid just like an
external hammer gun. The looks of the
MacNaughton are derived from the
exploitation of this feature. With such
an action bar, the gun is perfectly
strong if left slim like a hammer gun.
The head of the stock carries on this
line, and the result is an incredibly
slim and beautiful firearm. Unfortu-
nately the accompanying photographs
do not illustrate this point as well as
would visual inspection.

MacNaughton, however, evolved
the appearance of this gun an im-
portant stage further. These develop-
ments were incorporated in what was
called the Edinburgh Model, which is
a bar-in-the-wood hammerless gun.
The inspiration for the bar-in-the-wood
style goes right back to the muzzle
loader, but it was used to an extent on
high quality hammer guns, especially

the top lever and the bar in the wood

by Purdey’s and Westley Richards. Of
course there is still a metal action bar,
but it is sheathed in wood, which is
why the term wood bar, which is
sometimes applied to this idea, is a
complete misnomer. The visual effect
of carrying the stock wood forward in
this fashion is that the distracting
vertical line which results from the
junction of action and stock is re-
moved. The hiding of this joint results
in more flowing lines, which is why the
more difficult exercise of stocking a
gun of this type was undertaken. The
Edinburgh is not unique as a hammer-
less bar-in-the-wood, but it is certainly
the most common, even though it is
only rarely seen.

A feature of the earlier models of
this gun is a window made in the top
strap so that a user could actually look
into the works of his gun to check if the
tumblers were cocked. This was pri-
marily incorporated as a safety fea-
ture, because when the hammerless
gun was first introduced, much con-
cern was expressed that the shooter
could no longer check the state of his
locks as he had been used to doing
with a hammer gun. So that the user
could see into this little window, a slot
was formed in the top lever. This hole
continued to be used as a feature of the
MacNaughton top lever even after the
window ceased to be made. ]
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