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then transformation to modified shield top in the ovatl pattern; then more

pronounced shield. Lastly, return to the oval with periphery line merging
with top of checkered oval,




105.1 “MY FRIEND" KNUCKLER Prototype 105.1

James Reid
New York
New York

N'Serial Number 3454\x

Reid employed only one serial number serie or all guns except the small
single shot pistols. The last number recorded from the New York City
factory wad_ 3480 “when it closed near the end of 1865. Apparently seven
prototype knucklers were produced in the New York City plant. Regular
production of the knucklers was begun in the Catskill plant in 1868.

The prototype differs from regular production only slightly. On the
prototype, the rear of the topstrap has a flat bevel rather than a dished

bevel as found on the regular production pieces. This cut is to provide
clearance for thumb to grasp top of hammer when cocking. The stud on the
safety bar is rounded, with a smooth surface - as opposed to a serrated
surface used on first of the regular production pieces. These prototype

differences did appear on the first few pistols produced at Catskill. The
serial number on these earliest of knucklers indicates at which location the
gun was made.

Bronze frame, 1inspection plate on left. Axle pin of right-~hand thread.
Cylinder topstrap grooved to act as rear sight.

Left rear of bottomstrap:
MY FRIERD

Serial number appears on base of grip area. Axle pin head is not numbered.
A single digit, presumably an assembly number, is stamped on shank of axle
pin. Axle pin head is of rounded contour, slightly flat on top. Sides have
concave fluting. This initial type is often referred to as "pinched dome".

Cylinder finished bright. Frame is silver plated. Lightly engraved, not
nearly as profusely as found on later production.




105 CHRONOLOGY OF REID YEKNUCKLEDUSTER" PRODUCTION 105 §%

Following data condensed from material found in Taylor G. Bowen's book
entitled "James Reid And His Catskill Knuckledusters'" (ISBN 0-917218-37-X,
1989), and notes from other collectors, together with personal observations.

James Reid used only one serial number sequence, which included all revolvers
and knucklers (knuckledusters) produced. "Batches" of various models, as
produced, were sequentially numbered. This explains apparent gaps in .22
calibre knucklers.

The first knuckledusters were made in prototype form at his New York City
plant befare its closure in the later part of 1865, Only a few were made,

: : ive serial number range under 3500. One known example
to Description Number 105.1).

Full product Cin the Catskill, New York plant in late 1868. The .22
calibre knuckler was the first model to be produced at that location. The
serial number sequence was then continued from number 3500 onward.

Bowen estimates tota 22 calipre knuckler production to have been c¢. 10690,
numbers ranging frcmé?SGO to§1?7T5 - exclusive of prototypes. Two thirds of
the knuckler production Fas 1?aw2?‘ca11bre. They were manufactured between

1868 and 1882.

The legend MY FRIEND was first applied on the left side of frame within rear

portion of bottomstrap. few months after production began, some fifty were
made with no marking other than serial number, these were in the 3650
numbering area; then the lower area marking was resumed. At approximately

serial number 4600, the legend was changed to MY FRIEND PAT'D DEC 26, 1865.
This was located on the left side of topstrap. This inscription and position
was used for the remainder of production. A few later pieces had the legend
on left side of topstrap and on cylinder (MY FRIEND only on cylinder); these
in the 13500 serial range.

Near number 6000, the axle pin thread was changed from right to left hand.
This was done to prevent loosening of pin due to rotation of barrel unit.
411 subsequent production emploved the left-hand thread.

The protruding portion of the axle pin, referred to as the pinhead, had thres
changes in contour. The first type had a rounded contour, slightly flat on
top, with straight sides having & concave flute, this being referred to as
the pinched dome type.

About number 4200, the dome contour remained but the sides were flat rather
than concave.

Hear serial number 6000, a "flat oval” pinhead was introduced, this having
axtended wings with rounded ends. The ends became pointed rather than
rounded near serial number 14000. No further changes.

& safety bar was discontinued near serial number 10190. Existing frames
were uged after this decision: the milled groove was filled with brass bar

“inished smooth. Refer to Description Number 107 for details. Pieces
¢ never had safety groove cuts will be found within this transition gerial
number range.




Between S/N's

Model

Notes

wo?.& Cut mrol
mml,m_ marked "1863"

,W‘<S.:\, Tileston Device
With Tileston Device

With Tileston Device

H>>< mnHmZ@ on lower strap

156 Mode! 4 wm cal Revolver
26 Za%w 2 32 cal Revolver
18 Model 4 32 cal Revolver
141 Mode! 4 32 cal Revolver
3 Model 4 .32 cal na<o~<9,
2 Model! 4 32 cal Revolver
5 32 cal Revolver
32 ,Hvs:m .31 cal Percussion
59 Model 4 .32 cal Revolve
30 Model 4 .32 cal Revolver
12 ‘Mode! 4 .32 cal
7 Mode! 4 .32 cal
73 Model 4 32 caol
74 Model 4 32 cal Revolver
37 ‘ ol Kk
8 anm* 4 32 cal Dm<o_<m.,
18 ; Zﬁamw 4 wm n& Revolver
2 -
52 cal Knuckledyeter
28 .22 cal Knuckleduster
1 22 cal Knuckleduster
10 22 cal Knuckleduster
22 .22 cal Knuckleduster
20 .22 cal Knuckleduster
33 .22 cal Knuckleduster
125 22 cal Knuckleduster
114 .22 cal Knuckleduster
61 22 cal Knuckleduster
95 .22 cal Knucideduster
97 .22 cal Knuckleduster
85 .22 el Enuckdeduster
37 22 cal Knuckleduster
6 22 ol Enucldeduster
104 22 cal Kruckleduster
4 22 ca | Knuckl wduster
7 .22 cal Knuckleduster
10 122 cal Knuekleduster

‘No Stamping

,Zaxmm Eo»mn

My Friend, Bottom Strop

%@ Friend on bottom 32.%

bk L et b D gek | e

Littlefield
Eins .@%@

Reference

‘ V,m«a;,

Bowen
Janke
;m_}mm Martin Auction
Dixie Gun Works
Janke

Greg Martin Auctio
Bowen
Bianforte ¢

Fevs

tianforte Coll
Smith

Giontorte Lollec

Bowen

Smith
K&S Gun Auction

John Noell Collection
Vmoém:
Laidacker
Janke ;
.%%%@E& Lol
_A-Gun Auction
ianforte

nfete Collection

5" Barre!
End Of Mode! 1 prod

Greg Martin Auction 03/28/06

7" Barrel

3-1/2" Barrel

safety missing
See Noell letter dated 02/20

Chas. M. Morse Engraved or side

Timomium 2008
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105+ REID KNUCKLEDUSTER; Center of Backstrap 105+
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105+ RELD KNUCKLEDUSTER; Behind Hammer 105+

Ten representative engraving patterns are pictured below. The engraving found
immediately behind hammers have no progressive sequence of development as seen
in other areas.

There is also no consistency rvelative to matching of patterns for back of
backstrap to top of backstrap. However, during the last few years of
production, those two areas very often match each other through the employment
of radiating rays as seen on 15121 and 17557.

9569 -1¥ 1L




105+ REID KNUCKLEDUSTER: Muzzle 105+

The following four pages illustrate muzzle ends of kuaucklers in sequential
serial number order. Basic patterns are covered, plus a few unusual ones. The
last two pages are clusters showing very little in change, they are included to
indicate uniformity toward end of production.

Comments, by serial number, follow:

M%éﬁé;;;ﬁéw York City prototype. No decoration. {¥6S

3589. HNote periphery leaves, and petals surrounding axle pin. (¥&¥
4295. Periphery decoration continues upward into topstrap area. (§¢ 1

4819. Unusual pattern, as is all engraving on this gun. {¥(9

5052 through 6728, Conventional radiating rays, periphery straight border
line which does not extend into topstrap area. [&0

9931 and 9943. Conventional pattern without periphery border line. Both
of these guns are of the transition period when safety was eliminated;
both have fillers in safetv slots in bottomstrap. + ¥ V7L

{ ¥y
10528 through 14384, Conventional pattern without periphery border line.
P 9173 Note slight differences in secondarv rays.

16463 .Conventio

nal pattern, but with clusters of punched eircles at tips of
I ¥¥Y  some rays

tional pattern, but with concentric periphery border lines; some
ight, szome wavy.




By Charles

»\ .41 RIMFIRE KNUCKELDUSTER
P50 overall. 1-15/16” round cylinder,

5 shot. Brass frame, silver piated,
with blued cylinder, hammer and
trigger. (Refinished) Cylinder safety
lock. Trapdoor in the butt. Stamped
on top strap in two lines—**J. Reid’s
Derringer/Patd. Dec. 26, 1865"".
Serial #57. (This was undoubtediy »
four digit namber, but was

£

obliterated during refinishing.)
= All of this model had the cylinder lock safety and the
4'-; trapdoor in the butt. There are also several variations in

the cylinder pin shapes. Apparently this model was not
advertised and only 13 pieces are known out of an
estimated production of 300. The lowest serial number
known is #6,040 and the highest is #8,982. (Author's
collection.}

James Reid Jr., Bori: March 30, 1857, Died: January 22, 1927,

PAGE 30
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$ a serious collector of cartridge
derringers and unusual handguns, no
gunmaker has held for me such
fascination and interest as has James
Reid, creator of the ever-famous “My
Friend'” knuckledusters. I'm not sure
why this particular maker has held
my attention for so long unless it is
because so little is really known about
him and that many of his products are
S0 scarce,

Unquestionably, most credit for
technical information and family
history is due Mr. Samuel Smith, a
prominent gun collector and retired
banker from Markesan, Wisconsin.
His article in the old Gun Collector
Magazine, Issue 42, in November of
1952 was certainly the most compre-
hensive information on James Reid at
that time, and the few subsequent
articles published since that date
usually relate to his research.
Practically all facts and figures on
estimated production and informa-
tion on particular specimens that are
known today are attributed to his
forty years of study and serial
number compilation.

In 1949, Mr. Smith had the good
fortune, after many fruitless tries, of
locating and meeting with James
Reid’s grandson, Charles T. Reid,
who was sixty-five and living in
Rochester, New York, at that time.
He was very helpful in reconstructing
some early family history and back-
ground on the gun business of his
grandfather.

The purpose of this article is
threefold:

1. To present some early family

history on the Reids.

2. To trace the writer's search for
living family members and
historical  documents per-
taining to the Reids.

3. To update information on the
guns themselves, specifically
production estimates, serial
numbers and variations.

THE EARLY FAMILY HISTORY

T«

’ame‘; Reid, the gunmaker, was
born  April 9. 1827. in Belfast,
Ireland. His father and grandfather
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were both in the woolen mill busi-
ness. The gunmaker’s father was
killed in his woolen mill when James
was but ten years of age. His
grandfather was named James as
well as his great grandfather, who
was born in the early part of the
eighteenth century. This is as far
back as family history permits. For
the purpose of clarity, I will hence-
forth refer to the gunmaker Reid as
James Reid, Sr.

James Reid, Sr.’s uncle was
Lieutenant John Reid, an officer in

the British Navy. At the age of
twenty-five, John was serving aboard
the “‘Serapis” on September 24,
1779, during the historic and bloody
battle with the famous Bonhomme
Richard, commanded by Captain
John Paul Jones. After hours of bitter
fighting, with the two warships
grappled together, the Captain of the
““Serapis’’ surrendered his vessel to
Captain Jones. Lieutenant Reid was
taken prisoner but later embraced the
American cause, married an Ameri-
can girl and lived out his life

Bhedbamlbmnnﬁnlshonbalmeeofgun.
tinder, 7 shot. Round, brass inspecifon plate
on left side of frame. ‘“High hamp”’ frame. Varnished walnag grips.
p—e Stamped in one line on top strap—‘J. Reld New York”’. Serial #241.
Most later production .22° eliminated the high hump frame and the
round inspection plate. Several specimens were marked as above and
some were unmarked. One specimen is known to have a SLIDING ROD
EJECTOR and another to have an ALL-BRASS FRAME. Barre! lengths
remain generally constant, Very few of this model were engraved. Most
of this model had blued barrel and cylinder and plated frames,
Estimated production of this model is 500 pieces. The lowest serial
number known is #19 and the highest #2,397. (Author’s collection.)

10/16"* round cy

-22 RIMFIRE REVOLVER
7% overall. 3'4* octagon barrel
with biade sight. Iron frame.

| ——

(Author’s collection.)

trigger guard, with traces of original gold pisting
on the brass; iron burrel, breech block, hammer and trigger.
Yarnished walnuat grips. Stamped on top of frame and
above the breech block in one line **J. Reid New York’*. Serial #30.

Downward pressure on the Sfront
percussion breech block to slide out
loading, and the back of the block had
fire from the nipple to enter the bio
this piece surfaced several years ago,
model .22 rimfire revolver was the be
only specimen known, though an unc

f the trigger guard allows rhe

k and main powder charge. Until
it was assumed that the New York
inning of the Reid line. This is the
nfirmed piece has been reported.

a] Ko AIRA i
- . A - R

' NEW YORK MODEL—.28 CALIBER
SINGLE SHOT PERCUSSION PISTOL
5% overall. 2-3/8" round barrel

with no sight. Brass frame and

the right side of the frame for
a tiny slanted hole whick allowed
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.22 RIMFIRE REVOLVER
STAMPED—‘‘HOLEY MFG. C0."”
7Y2"" overall. 3'4"" octagon barret
with biade sight. Simply engraved Iron frame
with no fintsh. 10/16'* round cylinder, 7 shot.
Stamped on top of barrel, ‘‘Holey Mfg. Co.
Lakeville, Conn.’’ Walnut grips. Serial #952.

While there are some slight vaviations in the .22 New York model
revolvers, there are more on this gun than usually exist. While it is
possible that this gun is a copy, the writer is more inclined to believe
that it was manufactured by Reid. This is the only piece known marked
in this manner. (Frank M. Sellers collection.)

NEW YORK MODEL
.32 RIMFIRE REVOLVER
10°* overall. 4%."" octagon barrei

with blade sight. Iron frame, barrel and cylinder
are hlued, while the h

hardened and the r

and trigger are
d is finished ‘‘in-the-white’’.

1Y round cylinder, 7 shot. No “‘high bump'’ frame.
Varnished rosewood grips. Stamped on top barrel flat
I one line—‘“Address W. Irving 20CII St. N.Y.”. Serial #1,353.

Most later production .32’s eliminated the hump and the round
inspection plate on the left side of the frame, the same as on the .22’s.
Some pieces had a ““loop’’ housing on the frame to facilitate an ejector
rod. This model is usually found either unmarked, marked as this gun,
or “James P. Fitch N.Y. Pheonix Revolver’ or simply ‘‘The Phenix"’.
(Note different spelling.} One specimen is known to be marked *‘J. Reid
New York”’. All of this model are believed to have iron frames, and one
piece is known to have an unusual percussion-cartridge cylinder,
different from the later model. A few of these guns will be found with
floral and scroll engraving. Barrel lengths range from 4V’ to 77,
Estimated production of this model is 1,350 pieces. The lowest serial
number known is #615 and the highest, #1,602. (Author’s collection.)

peacefully in Norwich, Connecticut.

Lieutenant Reid had a son, Samuel
Chester, who attained the rank of
Captain in the United States Navy,
achieved such distinction in the
service of his country that a destroyer
was commissioned ‘“Reid’” in 1936 in
his honor.

James Reid, Sr. was in the woolen
mill business in Belfast, probably
with his father. As a young man, he
was a staunch Protestant who felt
that his freedoms were being re-
pressed, so young James went away
to live in Glasgow, Scotland. An
interesting family story handed down
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is that enroute to Glasgow he was
forced to sleep under a bridge in a
rather cramped position, to which he
attributed his lifelong problem with
arthritis.

It was in Glasgow that he married
and had his first born, Annie Jane, in
1856. For unknown and probably
numerous reasons, the family of
three migrated to America, arriving
in Jersey City, New Jersey, on
February 13, or 15, of 1857. Their
second child, James Reid, Jr.,
arrived on the scene March 30 of that
same year. James Reid Sr.’s wife.
Agnes, died and he remarried to

Margaret Patterson in 1861.

It is not known what James Reid
Sr. did for the first five years in
Jersey City, but city directories for
New York City indicate that he had a
gun factory at 167 East 26th Street in
1862, and at 171 East 26th Street in
1863 and 1864.

In late 1864 or early 1865, the four
Reids moved to Cauterskill, about
four miles up Cauterskill Creek from
the small town of Catskill, New York.
The family doctor had recommended
the move for Annie’s health. It was
there that the family moved into a
fine existing home and began to build
the gun factory with attached grist-
mill. It was a sturdy brick structure,
and directly across the creek from his
fine home. At the time of the move
Reid was obviously financially
successful, for he also built nineteen
houses for his employees. It was
reported that James Reid Sr. was
worth about $150,000 at this time.

It is not known, but it is a safe
assumption that he was well-off
financially when he arrived in this
country. When one considers the
limited total estimated production of
his New York guns and at the going
prices of that day, he certainly could
not have earned anything near
$150,000 just in the firearms busi-
ness. Reid received the patent rights
on his knuckleduster pistol on
December 26, 1865, and may have
waited until the Rollin White patent
on the bored-through cylinder ran out
in 1869 before marketing his newly
designed piece. While Reid had been
in New York City he was granted
Patent #38,336, on April 28, 1863.
This model revolver was not an
infringement on the White patent;
two other revolver models of his
obviously were.

The gristmill was completed and
advertised for business in 1868, and
gun production was certainly under
way within a year if not earlier. As a
teenager, James Reid Jr. worked for
his father as an engraver and did
some machine work on the pistols. At
the time of the gun factory and up
until about 1919, a long covered
bridge ran across Cauterskill Creek
just a few hundred feet above the
factory and leading over to the large
family home. James Reid Jr. related
to his son Charles, that after he had
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been out courting his future wife
Emma Egnor late at night, he
whistled all the way through that
scary and dark bridge so that his
family would always know he was
nearing home. James Jr. continued
engraving for his father until he
married and moved away to Athens,
New York in 1882. Since James Jr.
had always been rated high as a
mechanic and inventor, it is no
surprise that he went on to open a
business with a partner. It was
Hagen and Reid Company and they
manufactured the Trojan Nail and
Tack Puller, an invention of Reids,
and he also invented the three-point
electric switch which revolutionized
the heating system for railway cars.
James Jr. is buried in the Village
Cemetery in Catskill, New York.

In Cauterskill James Reid Sr. and
his new wife became the proud
parents of six other children, three

boys and three girls: Alexander
(Sandy), Robert (Bob), FEdward
(Ned), Margaret (Daisy), Marion

(Molly), and Rebecca (Ray). Four

other children died in infancy.
James Sr. was a very charitable

and trusting man, to the point of

.22 RIMFIRE KNUCKLEDUSTER COPY
4-1/8" overall. 1-7/16” round cylinder.

S shot. Iron frame, finished In the white. J

Marked on left side of handle,

““The Flsticuff’ with a design of a fist
grasping the plece. There Is a panel
of checkering on the back

of the handle. Serial #17.

There are two other pieces known that are identical to this piece. Serial
#21 is also in the white and another piece, with no serial number, is
plated. A fourth piece is identical except there is no name or design, but
the piece has an engraved frame and is serial #13. {(Auathor’s collection.)

fault, and was known to have loaned
sums of money to his friends, some
approaching  $5,000-$10,000, and
with absolutely no security or note of
any kind. He trusted his friendsl One
Catskill man was purported to have
reneged on a large loan. This blow,
along with the depression of 1883 and

B T TOPL Y NERTRT - P
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ﬂ NEW YORK MODEL — .32 RIMFIRE
PERCUSSION COMBINATION REVOLVER

Ly
/-\ ﬁ 11%°" overall. 7% Octagon barrel
“% with blade sight. Iron frame with no finish. 1% "' round cylinder,
6 shot, threaded to date the speclal, oversized
percussion nlpples. Walnut grips. Stamped on top of barrel in
two lines—*'J. Reld N.Y. City Patd. Apl. 28, 1863"". Serial #227.
Patent #38,336 on April 28, 1863, provided for the use of the shallow
threaded and oversize nipples to use the gun as a percussion cap
revolver, and for the loading gate 1o keep the cartridges in the cylinder.
Barrel lengths on this model range from 3% to 8", with the 4" and 5"’
lengths most often encountered. Two guns of this model are known with
an ALL BRASS FRAME and they both incorporate the loop housing for
the ejector rod, the same as some of the earlier model .32 (Sam Smith
classified these two pieces as 3rd models.) Several pieces were known to
have been altered, possibly by the factory, to just cartridge by removing
the loading lever and substituting a cylinder pin and non-threaded
cylinder, and at the end of production of this model, the factory simply
did away with the loading levers and threaded cylinders and the model
became a normal cartridge revolver. No engraved guns are known in this
model. Several guns are known to have the rare Tileston’s patent feature
of a safety screw underneath the frame, which by a twist of the fingers
would lock the cylinder. (Patent #44,126 of September 6, 1864.) Most
pieces had blued barrels and cylinders and plated frames. It is estimated
that 1,600 pieces were made. The lowest sevial number known is #1 , 284
and the highest, #3,462. (Frank M. Sellers collection.)

o
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1884, coupled with the slackening of
gun sales as attested to by the
reduction of gun prices in catalogues
of that day, led to the financial failure
of James Reid Sr.

He left Cauterskill in 1884 with
little more than “*a grip and no
money’’, reported his grandson years
later. He moved to Watervliet, New
York, where he worked in the U.S.
Arsenal until his death from dilation
of the heart on May 28, 1898. James
Reid Jr. took his son, Charles, to visit
the old man the night before he died,
and it is reported that he retained his
thick Irish brogue to the end.

«»

s mentioned earlier, James Reid
Sr.’s grandson was a great help to
Mr. Smith with the Reid background
and it was believed at that time that
he was the oaly living relative. It was
in the summer of 1973 that this writer
and his family routed their vacation
into New York State for the purpose
of pursuing the Reid story.

The first stop was the Old Rural
Cemetery in Albany. The director
pulled out the old dusty records
which pinpointed the Reid family plot
with sixteen graves. Thers was
supposed to be a marker at the site,
but after trudging over every grave in
the Masonic arca, not a Reid was to
he found. This was a major dis-
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A New York Model .32 Rimfire-Percussion combination revolver
disassembled. Note that the barrel must be unscrewed to allow for
cylinder removal. The oversized percussion nipples could be screwed
into the back of the cylinder if the owner wished to use the gun in the
traditional percussion manner. (Photograph courtesy of Paul C. Janke.)

appointment to us but we had to
move on.

It is interesting to note that the
Reid plot was only a few feet from the
magnificent vault of President
Chester A. Arthur. A last minute stop
at the office revealed that there were
no markers after all, but as a concilia-
tory gesture, they made us copies of
the information sheet on each person
buried in the plot. Each information
sheet gave the name, place of birth,
place of death, date of death, cause of
death, last known residence and
other helpful information. This
puzzle would have to be pieced
together later. We carefully tucked
away the prized data, shot a picture
of the cemetery entrance and were off
for Catskill!

We arrived there late in the
afternoon and made the police station
our first stop. The names *‘Reid’” and
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**Knuckleduster’” meant nothing to
the officers, but a picture of the old
gun factory from SAM’S magazine
did. They directed me up a narrow
blacktop road and after considerable
winding around we arrived! Un-
fortunately, the sun was going down
and our pictures were destined to not
be the best. My heart was beating
wildly as my son, Larry, and I walked
through that creaky old building. At
one point, my foot penetrated the
floor to the knee. This old monument
was truly a shrine to me. Un-
fortunately, the connecting gristmill
had collapsed the previous summer.
Oh, for a metal detector! Maybe
someday.

After carefully removing a loose
brick for my collection, we drove back
to town to locate a motel. The motel
owner, a resident of long standing,
gave me the name of a local

schoolteacher whom she had heard
knew something of the Reid family.
The teacher quickly referred me to
her sister, who by amazing coinci-
dence, lived in the old Reid home
across from the gun factory! Another
phone call and the lady agreed to talk
with me. Not even considering
supper, off 1 went, back to the gun
factory and across the metal bridge,
which had replaced the covered one
in 1919 and into James Reid's home
itself! Mrs. Simpkins, in her late
fifties, had been born in that very
house and the old family deed
showed that James Reid Sr. had
deeded the property to her great
grandfather, James Bird, in
November of 1883. Her family had
known of the property as the Catskill
Mill property and the Belfast Mill
property. Mrs. Simpkins thought that
I should talk with her Uncle Jack
Packer, age 83, since he had known
several of the Reid children in his
youth. It was rather late at night as |
drove up to the Packer residence, but
Jack, a retired dairy farmer and his
wife, Florence, were still up. They
graciously invited me in and filled me
in on all the children of James Reid
Sr. by his second wife. This was the
first revelation that the gunmaker
had remarried and that there were
children other than James Jr. and
Annie. Later research bore out his
recollections as being very accurate
indeed. It was about midnight when |
got back to the motel and everyone

was sound asleep, but not 1 — |
tossed and turned the whole night
throught

Arriving in New York City the next
morning to the noisy sounds of that
bustling city and the bumper to
bumper traffic, we worked our way
over to 167 and 171 East 26th Street.
As we surely had known, but didn't
want to believe, the buildings were of
modern  vintage, but that didn't
suppress my imagination for what it
could have been like in the 1860’s as
Reid and his employees observed the
lawless Civil War draft riots in the
streets below from the second floor
windows of the original Reid gun
factory. We headed for home.

Thus began séveral years of letter
writing and phone calling. City
directories, the libraries, the bureaus
of vital statistics and private re-
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Like its .22 counterpart, production of
this model began with cylinder locks
and brass frame and ended with no
locks and in the rare iron frame. It is
estimated that 3,400 brass frames in
this model were produced. A few of
these .32’s had a trap door in the butt
(instead of the usual removable
7 sideplate) to get to the mainspring
and various cylinder pin head shapes
will be found. The lowest serial
number in brass is #6,805 and the
highest is #17,295. Of the rare IRON
Jrame model, probably only 200 were
produced with 12 specimens known

.32 RIMFIRE KNUCKLEDUSTER

4% overall. 1-11/16’", round cylinder.

5 shot. Brass frame, nickel plated overall.
Cylinder safety lock. Stamped on left side

¥
‘1
1 8

searchers were of little help. We
could not find out if Charles T. Reid
was living or not! If he was deceased,
where would the family history and
photographs have gone? Could there
have been a living relative that
Charles Reid could have neglected to

tell Mr. Smith about? All of the
many, many letters of inquiry
seemed to produce nothing but
frustration.

Nothing productive was developed
until Sam Smith had a chance
~recollection of Charles Reid’s em-
ployment. The personnel director of
that company mentioned a penciled
notation ‘‘Masonic Home, Utica,
New York' at the bottom of his
personnel record. They didn't know
what it meant. Several letters to the
Superintendent of that institution
struck paydirt! Charles T. Reid had
had a daughter, but her Florida
address was 12 years old. The
operator quickly supplied me with a
phone number, and 1 vividly recall
the night my trembling fingers
carefully dialed each digit and 1 asked
of the “hello™ if she could possibly
be the great granddaughter of James
Reid Sr., the famous gunmaker from
Cauterskill, New York? Her reply was
— "*Yes’'!, and not only that, but she
possessed the information and
pictures | had been searching for!

While the great-granddaughter,
(Mrs. Doris Reid Tischer) was able to
provide me with pictures and family
background, | found that I was able to
till in equally as many gaps that she
was unaware of. After about fifteen
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lop strap in one line —
**My Friend Paid. Dec, 26, 1865,
Serial #9,543.

at present. The lowest number iron
frame is serial #17,247 and the
highest is  #17,965. (Author’s
collection.})

.22 RIMFIRE KNUCKLEDUSTER
412" overall. 1-7/16"" round cylinder.
5 shot, Brass frame, GOLD PLATED,
4 with smeoth iron eylinder,
Cylinder safety lock. Stamped on left side
on top strap in one line —

‘“My Friend Patd. Dec. 16, 1865,
Serial #6,775.

This is the standard, most common type of Reid gun found, however,
only four Reid guns are known to be gold plated. Patent #51,752 was
granted Reid on December 26, 1865, and it provided for a sliding
cylinder lock safety and the formation of a ving-frame as a handle. The
cylinder lock safety was incorporated about half way through this
model’s production. The safety, when pushed into the front of the frame
and into the cylinder, would allow the firing pin to rest between the
uneven number of cartridges. This idea would only work on an odd
number cylinder. The cylinder pin had a right hand thread for the first
several thousand pieces, but since the turning direction of the cylinder
tended to unscrew the pin at the same time, a pin with left handed
threads was substituted. Several variations in cylinder pin shapes will be
noted on this model. The earliest of this model was simply stamped *“My
Friend'’ and without the patent date, on the left bottom strap. It is
estimated thatd @gproduced in the brass frame. The lowest serial
number kno ¥ the highest is #17,096. The really rare guns
of this model are tH® end of production, IRON frame pieces. It is
estimated that only 350 were made and 11 are now known. The lowest
serial number is #17,373 and rhe highest iron frame is #17,716.
{Author’s collection.)

{Please turn to page 50)
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MY FRIEND JAMES REID
{continued from page 35)

dollars worth of talking, we con-
cluded that we would probably be
able to get together in person within
two 'months for a real visit, and since
she suggested that she might be
willing to part with James Reid Jr.’s
mahogany jewel box with his en-
graved nameplate in the top, and the
original pictures of James Reid Sr.
and the old homestead, the visit
was inevitable!

Needless to say, this writer was
elated. The breakthrough had been
made. True, no leads had developed
on James Reid Sr.’s children by his
second marriage or on his eldest child
Annie but things were breaking.

A notation on the cemetery records
in Albany had shown that an Annie
Reid Wilson had been “‘removed to
Seymour, Connecticut’’ and 1 had
been pursuing that lead to no avail.
Seymour cemetery records indicated
no one with that name buried there.
One of the Seymour officials took an
interest in my research project and
advised mc that she was putting a
notice of my project in the local paper
to see what it could produce.

Paydirt again! And what a shocker!
In less than a month after 1 had
located James Reid Sr.’s great grand-
daughter in Florida, I received a
phone call in my office (I'm a school
principal). The voice on the other end
of the line said, *‘Mr. Grimes, 1 live

.32 RIMFIRE
KNUCKLEDUSTER
WITH 1%’ BARREL
54" overall. 1-3/16”" round cylinder, 5 shot.
Brass frame, nickel plated barrel,

cylinder and frame and case hardened hammer,
pin and trigger. Blade front sight.

Stamped on left top strap —*‘My Friend,

Pat’d. Dec. 26, 1865 and *‘My Friend”’

on the cylinder. Serial #13,404.

On this model, a streamlined version of the 3" barrel model, the top
strap has been milled flat to nearly the hammer where a raised piece of
the strap was left and grooved for a rear sight. An estimated 150 of this
model were manufactured and 11 are known to exist. The lowest serial
number known is #11,848 (unusually far out of the serial number range
of the other known specimens) and the highest is #13,404. (Author’s

collection.)

in England and am on my way back
there this evening, but am calling you
from North Haven, Connecticut. I
read the newspaper article on your
research and thought you would be
interested in knowing that James
Reid Sr.’s great, great, great grand-
son was born a few days before in
Rose Memorial Hospital in your city,
Denver!”” He had to be kidding! It
couldn’t be! That is the very hospital
where two of my own children were
born! It was true. The baby’s father,

4 .32 RIMFIRE KNUCKLEDUSTER
WITH 3" BARREL
6% averall. 1-3/16" round cylinder,

5 shot. Bruss frame with traces of silver finish,
traces of biue on barrel, hammer and trigger.

Pin front sight. Stamped on left top strap—

**My Friend Pat’d. Dec. 26, 1865”". Serial #11,924,

This frame was very similar to the standard .32 knuckleduster, bur
rather than being a “‘made over" frame, it was completely redesigned.
The cylinder lock safety on the standard knuckledusters now becomes a
cylinder pin lock. Note that the cylinder has been shortened
considerably. The top strap is rounded and has a V groove the entire
length to act as the rear sight. While a mushroom shaped cylinder pin
was standard on this model, one specimen is known with a
rounded-knurled pin and a fluted cylinder as on the final model. It is
estimated that 350 were produced and 23 are known. The lowest serial
number is #11,833 and the highest, #12,019. {Auther’s collection.)

PAGE 30

Roger Dickey, was the great, great
grandson of Annie Reid Wilson, and
Annie was buried in Seymour. Roger
had married a Denver girl, Gayle
Sawyer, and they wanted their first
child to be born in Denver. His wife
and new baby were going to stay on a
couple of weeks with her parents.
Needless to say I called right away,
and arranged a visit with her. Here
again, 1 was able to supply her with
family information they were un-
aware of and link the two branches
together.

It was onc of the most exciting
times of my life to get to actually hold
James Reid Sr.'s great, great, great
grandson, Alexander Reid Dickey, in
my arms!

In July of 1975, we had a memor-
able visit with Doris Tischer, and are
happy to possess the prized jewelry
box and pictures. Unfortunately, no
factory records of any kind have been
found to date, but we are on the trail
of a silver paperweight with James
Reid Sr.’s name on it. Unfortunately,
Mrs. Tischer had disposed of it a
month before I located her, While no
family members were aware of any
Reid guns in the family, Mrs. Tischer
refated a heartbreaking story. Her
father, Charles T. had inherited a
collection of the guns from his father,
James Rewd Jr. The guns were
mounted in a large glass case about
six feet high and three feet wide, and
the lower part of the case had pull out
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drawers where he kept fine
measuring tools and instruments.
During some marital strife in the
early thirties, Charles sold the entire
collection and would never tell his
wife or daughter to whom he sold it!

The Dickey side of the family was
under the impression that James
Reid Sr. was in the gun manu-
facturing business in Belfast, but
there is no evidence to bear this out
at present.

T S—
€D

am Smith, in the 1952 Gun
Collector magarine, hypothesized
that James Reid Sr. began production
of his first gun in New York City with
serial #1 (#19 is the lowest serial
number known now), and continued
on through to serial #18,522 {the
highest serial number now known).
He believed that James Sr. used the
“‘batch’ system, or making a batch
or run of guns, changing models back
and forth, but continuing on through
with consecutive number sequence,
When one looks at the wide range of
serial numbers in certain models, a
strong case can be made for this
reasoning. However, since several
identical serial numbers are known
on the New York revolvers, some
collectors are inclined to believe that
each New York model generally had
its own separate numbering system.
Mr. Smith is inclined to *‘yield’” on a
separate numbering system for the
little single shot percussion pistol.

It is interesting to note that after
perfecting a .22 and .37 cartridge
revolver, Reid would end New York
production incorporating the per-
cussion cap. Probably public demand
and resistance to change brought this
about.

None of the New York guns are
known to have been advertised in any
catalogue.

Charles T. Reid had written that
the New York guns were “‘used for
manv vears by the New York City
Police Department™ but this is
certainty  doubtfui because of such
fimited production and since several
of the models were outright infringe-
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-41 RIMFIRE METAL
DERRINGER REVOLVER
- # 6-3/8" overall. 15/16" fluted cylinder,

i 5sbot. 2% actagon with blade front sight.
} Iron frame, nickel plated along with barrel and cylmder,
k and biue cylinder pin, and screws.
Stamped on top of barrel— ‘*Reid’s Derringer’”.

Inscribed on batt—*'S, Post’, Serial #17,761.

No variations are known in this model. It is estimated that 75 pieces
were produced and 8 are known. The lowest serial number is #17,716
and the highest is #17,783. (Author’s collection.)

J -41 RIMFIRE
; REID’S EX'TR. REVOLVER
:/J 7" overall. 1" flated cylinder,
5 shot. 2% octagon barrel with blade front sight.
Iron frame, nickel plated overall.

Stamped on top of barrel—*“Reid’s Ex’tr’’.
Varnished rosewood grips. Serial #17,885.

This more conventional looking revolver, except for the long curved
handle, has an unusual spring loaded cylinder along right frame with a
pivoting “lip”’ which grasped the rim of the cartridge to extract it, and
which also acts as a loading gate. No variations are known in this model.
Out of an estimated production of 200 pieces, 9 are known to exist. The
lowest serial number known is #17,796 and the highest is #17,929,
(Author’s collection.)

, - .- .32 RIMFIRE

\ [ g———— REID'S NEW MODEL

A SHELL EXTRACTOR REVOLVER

t~ 6% oversll. 1-3/16* fluted cylinder,

5 shot. 2-9/16"" round barrel with blade front sight.

Iron frame, nickel overnil except for the blae extractor

and pin lock lever. Stamped on top of barrel—

g “Reld’s New Modet .32, and in three lines on right side of frame

e under the extractor, “Reld’s/Shell/Extractor” . Serial #18,203,
This was Reid's most conventional lookin g revolver and no variations are
known. The extractor was a bit of an improvement over the extractor on
the .41 Reid’s Ex’tr revolver in that the spring housing (cylinder) was
removed and the spring loaded into a groove in the frame itself. An
estimated 150 pieces were produced and only 5 are known. The serial

number ranges on this model have been lost. {Author’s collection.)
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ments of the Rollin White patent held
by Smith and Wesson.

When Reid began his Catskill
production with his ever famous
knuckleduster, it was probably be-
cause of his imaginative and creative
mind, (along with his business savvy)
that he would come up with some-
thing dramatically new and different,
and he did! Several later researchers
have concluded that a guard at Sing
Sing Prison gave Reid the idea of the
knuckler as a dual purpose weapon,
but Mr. Smith could find no evidence
to substantiate this. It was probably
just folklore!

Also, the ‘“‘My Friend’’' designa-
tion was probably added like so many
other common names on guns of that
period, and had no particular signifi-
cance other than to create a catchy
and pleasant name.

Charles T. Reid also wrote in a
letter of record that some of his
grandfather’s guns were stamped,
“*Never Shoot a Man If You Can
Knock Him Down’’. No guns are
known with such an inscription.

An 1873 catalogue offers the .22
knuckleduster for $10.00 (including
100 cartridges), and the .32 for

$12.00. A catalogue of 1879 shows
the marked decline in interest of the
little guns, for by then the price had
dropped to $6.00 and $7.00 re-
spectively. The G.W. Turner & Ross
catalogue, of Boston, Massachusetts,
shows the .32 Final Model pistol for
sale at $6.75 each or $13.00 per pair.

While many paper boxes were
undoubtedly made, none have been
uncovered to date. In fact, only one
cased Reid is known. Several small
formfitting, contoured and lined
snap-cases and leather holsters are
known for the knuckledusters, and
possibly they were a factory item.

It is also interesting to note that no
knuckledusters or knuckledusters
with barrels are known to be without
engraving.

Full serial numbers can be found
on the Catskill guns at the bottom of
the butt or ring and the last two digits
were usually stamped on cylinder,
the head of the cylinder pin, the
cylinder lock safety and the trigger.

Gun collecting is becoming an
expensive hobby but a good invest-
ment. The fine and rare guns are also
getting very hard to find, but well
worth the search.

.32 RIMFIRE
FINAL MODEL
6’ overall. 1-3/16"" fluted cylinder,

5 shot. 2’ round barrel

with blade front sight. Iron frame,

ickel plated overall. Stamped on left side

of barrel in two lines —

‘‘Refd’'s New Model .32 My Friend’’. Serial #18,280.

This was Reid’s final gun to be produced before going out of business in
1884 and it appeared he may have reverted back from his most typical
revolver design to an earlier style in order to recover his business—but
to no avail! Several pieces in this model are known to have the pointed
hammer, but most have the rounded hammer as found on the
knuckledusters and knuckledusters with barrels. Some pieces have a
curved-milled dip in the back of the top strap just forward of the
hammer, and one piece is known to have a grooved loading port in the
right side of the frame. The pointed cylinder pin with three knurled
rings, is standard, as on the previous model. An estimated 125 were
manufactured and 18 are known. The lowest serial number known is
#18,280 and the highest is #18,542. (Author’s collection.)
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This writer firmly believes that
more important than the afore-
mentioned reasons, the ‘‘healing
effect’”” of this interesting and ex-
citing hobby cannot be overlooked. A
retreat to one’s den and the collection
can have an exhilarating and tran-
quilizing effect on one who has had a
tough day at the office or on on the
job, thus allowing some diversionary
time to relax and get himself together
for another day.

Hopefully this article may inspire a
collector to probe a little deeper than
he has before, beyond the guns
themselves, and into the past, to find
out how that gun really got started
and what really motivated the in-
ventor. For those of you who have
passed off this idea as too much
work, why not think of combining the
search with a little traveling, reading,
visiting, and letter writing, and call it
fun! Who knows, you might get so
interested that you will develop the
same emotional attachment as | have
with ““My Friend’’, James Reid.

Charles M. Grimes
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S/N Between 5/N's Model Notes Reference Notes/Date Of Manufacture
6079 22 .22 cal Knuckleduster &ianforte Collection o

6141 62 22 cai Knuckleduster Barrel added - Not Factory Installed Smith I S
6178 37 .22 cal Knuckleduster Slanforte Collection M

6258 80 . R T 1

6267 ) 22 cal Knuckleduster With Safety a-gun. com : T
6377 110 .22 cal Knuckleduster Rock Islond

6445 68 .22 cal Knuckleduster With Safety |

6465 20 R Bowen/Wilson

8458 3 O Bowen/Wilson

6472 4 i e A AR I e T
6473 1 et A stored per David Fink David Fink Collection ;

8579 106 .32 cal Knuckleduster Bowen o
5613 34 .22 cal Knuckleduster Greg Martin Auction T

6631 18 122 cal Knuckleduster Gianforte Collection o

6634 3 22 cal Kmuckleduster Gianforte Collection [ T
6728 94 .22 cal Knuckleduster Gianforte Collection | T
6775 47 22 cal Knuckleduster Grimes ! )
6786 i .22 cal Knuckleduster Rock Island Auction | o
6795 9 .22 cal Knuckleduster Nickel Plated CW. Slagle

6805 10 32 cal Knuckleduster Grimes L -
821 16 32 ool Yowmckindoyter Trapdoor Frranforre Dalleeticn

6822 | 1 .32 cal Knuckleduster Bowen [ T
6839 17 132 cal Knuckleduster Trapdoor Timonium W -
6917 78 |22 cal Knuckleduster Robles Auction 1 B o
6929 12 32 cal Knuckleduster Trapdoor & Safety Smith/Bowen | -
6953 24 .22 cal Knuckleduster Trapdoor David Fink Collection/Wilson

8966 13 .22 cal Knuckleduster Gianforte Collection * o
6996 30 32 cal Kmuckleduster Rock Island 03/28/06 i

7005 9 .22 ca) Knuckleduster Rock Island 03/28/07 -
7018 13 22 cal Knuckleduster Slagle 02/18/05 _ o
7106 88 22 cal Knuckleduster

7308 202 .22 cal Knuckleduster Bross Frame Littlefield '$1,150 B B
7380 42 22 cal Knuckleduster Nickel Piated Little John 03/27/07 .
7398 45 22 cal Kruckleduster | Timonium M

7418 23 .22 cal Knuckleduster Timonium

7424 [ .22 cal Knuckleduster With Sofety

7651 227 .22 cal Knuckleduster Brass Frame Antiques and Art B







