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JD,

You have a very nice Lehigh County Pennsylvania longrifle. It dates
about 1815-1825. The rifle has a plain maple stock with some
areas of partially figured maple. It has the following Lehigh County
features: Octagonal rifled barrel with two lines on each side of
front and rear sights, on top flat, stepped stock beneath
triggerguard, brass sideplate with arrow-shaped finial in rear,
Roman-nose comb in the Lehigh style, typical two-piece Lehigh
patchbox, and triggerguard with brass lug forward of bow. The
brass pins that hold the patchbox in place rae typical of maker
John Schneider. The lock is probably an English import lock and is
marked John Demuth, who was also a rifle maker. The lock was
probably reconverted to flintlock, but the rifle has no other
restoration. This is a very honest example of a good quality
Pennsylvania longrifle. It has a value of $6,000 to $8,000. Retail
price for similar rifles would be $7,500. | hope this information is
helpful.

Best Regards,

David M. Geiger
Arms & Armor Department
Specialist

Bonhams

220 San Buno Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94103
415-503-3331
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The Snyder name has several common spelling variations: Snyder,
Snider, Schneider. For those who don't get MUZZLE BLASTS his obituary
is truly worth reading [he was subject of my column this month]. P. 83 of
KRA red book, The JKY RIFLE A TRUE AMERICAN HERITAGE shows the
gun that the late Fred Beck once owned.

John Ludwick Snider

John Ludwig Snider was first noted as a gunsmith on tax lists in Bell
Township, Clearfield County. The Clearfield County History said, “The
pioneer of the township was Johannes Ludwig Snyder, a veteran of the
Revolutionary War. He came to this country about the time of the French
and Indian War, with his father's family. The father, too, was a soldier in
the war for American independence. Prior to the settiement of Johannes,
or John, as he was generally known, in this county, he lived at
Lewisburg. He came to this locality about the year 1820, and settled on
lands on Chest Creek. Mr. Snyder attained an age in life far beyond that
allotted to man, being, at the time of his death about one hundred and
fifteen years. He died in the year 1860. His wife, it is said, also lived to
the age of one hundred and eight years. By trade Mr. Snyder was a
gunsmith, but during his life in this county gave his attention to
farming.”

Later research has determined that John Ludwig Snyder was born on
August 5th, 1746 in Michnelstadt, Germany. As we know, he died on
March 23rd, 1860, near New Washington, Clearfield County, aged 113
years 7 months 16 days. Snyder immigrated to America in 1758 at the
age of 12. Thus he lived in Pennsylvania 101 years, 7 months, and 18
days. He enlisted in 1776 as a Private from Penn-sylvania, fighting
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through the whole war.

He married Anna Maria Gilman At the time of his death he left four
generations of descendants to a number of nearly three hundred.. He
was a gunsmith, making a perfect one at age of 107.

There are three clear choices for spelling this last name: Synder,
Snider, and Schneider. The latter is the original German spelling. Nearly
all people with this name changed its spelling to one of the other two
choices, with Snyder being the most popular. The gun shown uses the
Snider spelling. As with most names, Snider was recorded in tax lists,
newspapers, census records, and other public records by others who may
or may not have spelied the name according to its bearer. His Christian
name was origi-nally Johannes according to the German.

Snider’s obituary was carried across the nation. I first became aware of
it from a newspaper article in a Winchester, Virginia, newspaper.

"Death of a Veteran. John Ludwig Snyder, died in Clearfield county,
Pa., last week, at the age of 113 years. He was a native of Michaelstadt,
Germany, and came to the United States in 1758. A paper noticing the
event says: He was with Washington when he crossed the Delaware on
Christmas night, 1776, and was in the battle of Trenton of the 26th of
December. The light of day was just breaking when the Americans drove
in the outposts of the Hessians through a thick snowstorm. Snyder was
in the battle of Brandywine, September 11, 1777, under LaFayette. He
was transferred to the command of Gen. Wayne, and was in his defeat
near Paoli, September 20, 1777. He was in the battle of Germantown,
October 4, 1774 [sic]. He was encamped with Washington at Valley
Forge, December 11, 1777. He said that the winter of that year was the
coldest he ever experienced. Our troops, he has told us, shot squirrels
and drew their skins over their feet for shoes. He was in the battle of
Monmouth, June 28, 1774 [sic], under Wayne and was with Wayne at
the taking of Stony Point, where the watchword was 3Remember Paoli,
brave
boys!? He was with Lafayette at the surrender of Cornwallis at
Yorktown, on the 19th of October, 1781, and, in his own words, 3in many
more scrimmages that he could not remember the particulars of.2 The
warrior left descendants to the 4th generation, and to the number if
nearly 300. He was a gunsmith by trade, and made a perfect gun when
he was 107 years of age. During the last summer he could read with-out
spectacies. When he was over 90 he walked to Clearfield and back, a
distance in all of 60 miles, be-fore dark, on one and the same day. He
never missed a Presidential or a Gubernatorial election since the very
first,”

“ Logged

- Re: John Ludwig Snyder
¥« Reply #1 on: January 15, 2010, 02:03:22 pM »

John Ludwig Snyder was my great, great, great grandfather. Actually
the first documented reference to his as a gunsmith is the the 1794
Lancaster Co. tax records as reported by Dyke. Birth records of some of
his children and his Revolutionary war pension affidavit also place him in
Lancaster Co. at that time. He moved from there to the Lewisburg area
before 1800, to Huntingdon Co. briefly in 1822 where his son Lewis, my
great, great grandfather remained behind and where T was born. He
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moved to Clearfield Co. in 1822. I know considerably more about his
travels than that including enough to think it strongly probably that the
John Schneider, Mar. 19th 1776 rifle was made by him. I have seen
references, but have not verified, that he is on the Bucks Co. militia rolls
for 1775 as a gunsmith. My father, Harrison, worked as a gunsmith in
Huntingdon Co. from 1945 until 1999 and I've been doing gunsmithing,
at least part time, for the last 30 years.

Tom Snyder
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