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THREE SAMIUEL MILLWEES UNITED sy wayne Moneese

I he 2012 ABKA meeting in Louisville served

as the place for these three Knoxville,
Tennessee - made Bowie knives to come together
probably for the first time. Two of the three were
pictured and described in the recently published
book, Confederate Bowie Knives by Josh Phillips,
Jack Melion and John Sexton. The third was my
extraordinary, recent find.

One knife is signed “S. N. Millwee maker, Knoxville
Tenn. 1861”, owned by Compton Labauve. Bill
Wright owns the other knife, unsigned, but
identified by the one signed knife, which was made
by Samuel Millwee at age 28.

When I got my copy of the book at Baltimore, in
March, 2012, 1 learned about the Samuel Millwee
Bowie knives for the first time. [ was impressed
hy the design and the uniqueness of the knives. 1
thought they were really great Confederate
knives. Being from Tennessee, 1 began wishing I
had one.

A few weeks later, I drove the length of Tennessee
on vacation, stopping at some antique malls. [
was hoping to find “my Millwee”, but I knew that
just was not going to happen. A number of weeks
after I returned home, 1 received an email from
someone 1 did not know, who wanted to sell a
bowie knife. Unbelievably, the attached photos

Continued on page 4
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THREE SAMUEL MILLWEES UNITED continued

were of a Millwee Bowie knife. The story was that
the knife was brought by a lady with other items
and sold to a pawn shop in Dallas. It was bought
by the individual who
previously worked at the
shop and then sold to me.
it is still hard to believe
how this all happened.
My Millwee is not signed
but is identified by
Compton’s knife.

The three Millwees were
the only ones known
until  Josh  Phillips
discovered and emailed
me a photo of a fourth
Millwee appearing on the
cover of a 30 year old
knife price guide. The
whereabouts of this
fourth knife is unknown.

All the known knives are
very similar but with
some variations; blade
lengths vary, some have a
ricasso, handles are cast
in brass or German
silver, some handles have
diamond-shaped inlays.
My knife and the one on
the book cover do not
have the inlays. See
photos. The basic design, ¥

however, allows each of

these confederate Bowies

to be recognized as to the maker. The cast brass
handles are unigue with four piercings inlet with
rosewood.

My research so far found him in the Helms's
Knox City Directory in 1869. It lists him as a
carpenter employed by Tarwater & Ambrose
Steam Sash and Blind factory at State and Gay

Streets, and also at their Builders, Contractors,
site where they were dealers in lumber at the
location, on McGhee Street. There, they had a
first class machine shop.
This could be where the
Millwee Bowie knives
were made. I did
discover newspaper ads
for this company.

Samuel is listed in the
Knoxville, TN City
Directory in 1876-1877
as a carpenter with a
residence on Park near
Depot. He was born in
1833, married in 1856,
died in 1878, and buried
in Grey Cemetery, in
Knoxville, Tennessee.

It is interesting to note
that the records show
that he was wrongfully
imprisoned  for 6
months, early in the
War, 12/61 -6/62 for
reasons I have not yet
discovered. He sued a
John O"bole for $5000
for maliciously and
illegally arresting and
imprisoning him for 6
months. A judge
attached O'Toole’s land
on the Ilolston River at
O’Tools Bend. He
ordered the Sherriff to sell the property to satisfy
the debt to S.N. Millwee in August of 1865.

The Bowie knives he made, may have been
produced after hours, or somehow while at his job
since they did have a machine shop. No
information has been found on this.

There will be more to this story.

4 Bowie Journal #18 2012
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The 203.2 ABKA meetmg in {ou:swiie served as the p ace for these three Knoxville, Tennessee -
made Baw:e kmves to come mgei:her pmbabiy for the ﬁrst time. Two of the three were
pxctured and descnbed in the recemiy published book Confederate Bowie Knives by Josh
Phillips, jack Melton and Jnhn Sexton.

One knife is signed “S. N. Millwee maker, Knoxville Tenn. 1861”, owned by Compton Labauve.
Bill anht owns the other knife, uns;gned but identified by the one signed kmfe, whsch was
made by Samue§ Mﬂ!wee at age 28

1y ”’x:opy of the bookz at Bait:mo e, if “Man:h 2022 1 teamed abo‘f‘ ou the Samuei
aw;e ki ,ves for the first t&me. - was imp ed by the design and the umqueness of
\thek, es. Being fmm Tennessee, i began wxshmg I had one.

A few weeks later, I drove the length of Tennessee on vacation, stopping at some antique malls.
I was hopi ng to fi nd “my Miﬁwee"’ but 1 knew that was not going to happen. A number of
weeks after ] returned home 1 recewed an ema:i from someone | did not know, who wanted to
sell a bowse knife, Unbehevahiy, the attached photas were of a Ml!iwee Bowie knife. The story
was that the kmfe was brought by a lady with ather ;tems and sold te a pawn shap It was
bought by the mdawduai who prev;austy worked at the shap and said to me. Itis still hard to
beli 1eve how thss aﬂ happened My M;iiwee is not s:gned but adentiﬁed by Compton’s.

The three Millwees were the only ones known until Josh Phillips discovered and emailed to me
a photo of a fourth Millwee appearing on the cover of a 30 year knife price guide. It is unknown
the whereabouts of this fourth knife.

All the known knives are very similar but with some variations. The basic design, however,

allows each of these confederate Bowies to be recognized as to the maker. My research so far
found him in the Helms Knox City Directory in 1869. It lists him as a carpenter employed by
Tarwater & Ambrose Steam Sash and Blind factory at State and Gay Street, and at their



Builders, Ccntracters, and dealers in lumber bcatson, on Mc@hee Street, where they had a fwst
class machine shop

Heis hsted in the Knoxville City Directory in- 18?$~1877 as a carpenter with a residence on: Park
near Ge;mt He was born in 1833, married in 1855 died in 1878 aad buned in Grey Cemetery,

in Knaxw le.

It is interesting that he was wrongfully imprisoned for6 months, 12/61 -6/62 for reasons | have
not disccveredr. He sued a John O’Tacie for 350&% for malic ‘oasly and illegally : arrestmg and
ampnsonmg h  for. 6 mcnths A judge attached G‘Taoie nd cn the Holston Rwer at Q’Taais =
Bend He ardered the Shemff to 5e§ propeftyl to sai'zsfy the debt to SN Mdiwee m August csf

1865

The Bowae knives he made may have been after hours, or samehaw while at his ij since they
did have a machine shop. No information has been found on this.

Wayne McNeese

10-1-2012
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, , Page 1 of 1
. .
- Wayne McNeese

From: Carl York {ynrker@kno ogy.net]
. Sent: Wednesday, June 20, 2012 5:01 PM
T,o: Wayne Mcl\ieese

Subject Re: Your Maihvee work

Well, someone detained him illegally at the start of the Civil war, holding him for six months. It sure looks
i ;rebe assumed auihoniy over Northern sympathlzers and focked him up. East TN was 2/3 Union,
1/3 Confederate, Middle and West TN being the reverse. Since the rebels were the losers, detaining him
would have been kidnaping. While it could have been a Union-er falsely accusing him of being a reb, |
suspect it was the other way around.

The minutes may reveal more -- but they are not indexed. Just on a hunch, | read the 15 or 20 pages of
June 18857 minutes -~ the June session being one mentioned in the case file - and found the minutes

item that showed the defendant did not appear. —Carl

~— Original Message -
 From: Wazrfe McNeese

Sent wednesday, June 20, 2012 3:07 PM
‘Sumect. RE Your Mﬁiwee work

'Yes absolutely. Sereadmg all info. Sometimes difficult to get the meaning when hard to make out the
words Stifl not sure | understand what happened. Wayne

From: Carl York [mailto:yorker@knology.net]
Sent: Tuesday, June 19, 2012 2:48 PM

To: Wayne Mcﬂeese

Subject: Re: Your Millwee work

Don't you think his detention during the Civil War was interesting? --Carl

4 - Original Message -

From: Vayne Mchieese
To: 'Carl York

1 Sent: Tuesday, June 19, 2012 8:37 AM
| Subject: RE: Your Millwee work

Yes, Carl. Thanks. | will let you know if | want to proceed with ancesters. Your check is in the mall.
Wayne

From: Carl York [mailto:yorker@knology.net]
Sent: Tuesday, June 19, 2012 6:10 AM

To: Wayne Mcneese

Subject: Your Millwee work

Did you get a chance to examine the Millwee/Milwee materials | sent you? —Carl

7/20/2012
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