L.D. Eberhart
P.O.Box 1104 Alpharetta, GA 30009 / Res. Phone & Fax 770-664-5015

June 5, 2007

Please let this letter be your receipt as well as your appraisal for the very rare and
fine cased pair of Deringer Duelers’ belonging to the late great actor, Edwin Forrest.
Also, accompanying the guns is the original Oil Painting of Forrest. It measures 35” x 28
¥, painted by the renowned artist Thomas Sully. These two super pieces of Americana
were part of the actors personal Collection which was kept together until circa 1988 when
it was all sold to the highest bidder. This painting alone should be insured from fire or
lost for no less than $40,000.00 as it is a masterful piece of 19" century art of a famous
American Actor, by an outstanding American Artist and completed in 1839.

~ The Deringer Dueler Pistols are housed in there original casing with the charger,
_cleaning rod, mold & flask. The guns are in excellent condition, having 90% plus of the
~ original barrel striping finish as well as 90% plus of the blue on the trigger guard, finial,
- hammers, etc. The wood is fine with 90% plus original varnish remaining. These guns
- are shown on page 109 of STEEL CANVAS by R. L. Wilson along with the other guns
- & knifes in Edwin Forrest Collection. These weapons on their own merit without the
Forrest affiliation would bring $50,000 plus on todays market in private sale or auction.
-~ Iam an Antique Weapons Appraiser with 50 year experience in the field of
~ Henry Deringer guns of all types, and have written the two reference books on Deringers
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Author - Collector, Member of the American Society of Arms Collectors, National Rifle Association,
Life Member of the Southeastern Antique Arms Collectors Association, Pennsylvania Antique Arms Collectors,
Colorado Gun collectors Assosciation, and the Texas Gun Collectors Association.
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FREEMAN'S
BICENTENN!AL PENNSYLVANIA SALE

11/19 & 20/05

189

Thomas Sully (1783-1872)
PORTRAIT OF THE ACTOR EDWIN
BROOKE FORREST (1806-1872)
Signed on back “TS 1839, oil on
canvas, framed.

35in. x 28 3/4 in.

NOTE:

See “Life and Works of Thomas Sully”
by Edward Biddle and Mantle
Fielding. page 154, number 599.
Edwin Forrest was an American
actor born in Philadelphia. The first
national idol of the American stage
he took on great classic roles
previously reserved for British
actors, ultimately earning acclaim
on both sides of the Atlantic. Upon
his death Forrest bequeathed his
fortune to establish a home for
aged actors in Philacelphia which
today still exists in New lersey
having merged with a similar
institution in 1988

$7,500-10,000
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