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CONFEDERATE FIRST NATIONAL FLAG CAPTURED IN THE ISLAND NUMBER TEN
CAMPAIGN — MARCH/APRIL, 1862 BY EDWARD SYLLA, 10" ILLINOIS INFANTRY

Being offered for sale is a wonderful Confederate First National flag bearing thirteen stars
captured in the Island Number Ten Campaign by a soldier of the 10" lllinois Infantry and
descended through his family. This essay will delve into the flag's history and place it in context
with other known flag captures from the Island Number Ten Campaign. Only a handful of
Confederate flags taken in this campaign are located in museums today which adds to its rarity.
Additionally, only a few more flags from the campaign are privately held; many taken have yet to
be located but we know of their capture from various reports and accounts.

The Confederate First National flag

Upon the formation of the Confederate government in Montgomery, Alabama in February, 1861
and the seating of their Provisional Congress, the Committee on Flag and Seal was formed to
deal with a national flag for the new nation. With a deadline of March 4, 1861 looming, the day
of the inauguration of U.S. President Abraham Lincoln, the new nation wanted to have a symbol

of their sovereignty on a flag pole.

The committee, chaired by William Porcher Miles of South Carolina (and featuring a member
from each of the then seceded states), set about creating their new flag. Submissions were
sent to the Congress and sessions featured models and letters describing them. The trickle of
flag ideas became a torrent and soon the committee handled everything about them. Soon, two
styles began to dominate the submissions in terms of designs. First, and the largest grouping,
were flags inspired by the Stars and Stripes of the United States. Southerners had been part of
the making of the American nation and had fought for her independence and helped sustain her
from the War of 1812 through the Mexican War. It was not the U.S. flag that brought derision.
The second largest group of submissions was flags of a unique design. Some of these were

impractical for mass production.

Miles favored flags with the Cross of St. George, reflecting the South’s predominant English
heritage but received letters from fundamentalist Christian groups and Charleston’s powerful
Jewish community both not wanting to see a Christian flag in use. Miles, seeking to solve the
problem, simply took the English cross (+) and tilted it on an angle (X), calling it a saltier of
heraldry. This solved the religious objections but with only seven tars representing the then
seceded states, the flag did not look symmetrical. Miles tabled his design — for a time.

With none of the submissions being “suitable,” in Miles’ words, the committee voted on four
designs including his own. Chosen was a simple yet striking flag with obvious U.S. flag
inspiration — a red bar over a center white bar in turn over a bottom red bar. The blue canton
bore seven stars. The committee’s provision was for more stars to be added as new states
joined the Confederacy. Adopted by the committee, Miles made a report to Congress on March
4,1861. Approved, a model of the flag was taken to a local sewing machine establishment and
made into a flag. Later that afternoon, it was hoisted over the state capitol building in
Montgomery, then serving as the meeting place for the Congress, by Letitia Tyler,
granddaughter of President John Tyler. The deadline was met; a new flag for a new nation was

born.



As more states seceded from the Union stars were added to the flag. The official count would
be eleven after Tennessee’s secession in June 1861. Later that Fall, two more were added with
the seating of a Confederate delegation from Missouri (September) and Kentucky (November)
ending with thirteen stars. There are examples in existence with a wide variety of star counts
and star patterns; the most common for the latter are stars in a circle, again inspired by the first

U.S. flag.

While conceived as a flag for the Confederate States of America, examples of the banner would
see use as the first battle flags for the Confederate Army and Navy. In fact, of all of the battle
flag patterns created during the war, the First National was the only one that saw use from the

beginning until the very end of the war.

The 10" lllinois Infantry

The 10" lllinois Infantry had two incarnations. The first was the three months regiment formed
in Springfield with four companies with three more infantry and three artillery companies soon
joining. Captain John Pope, U.S. Army and a West Point graduate, mustered the regiment.
Their first service was guarding strategic Cairo, IL. until July 29, 1861 when their terms of

service expired.

On the same day, the regiment reorganized as a three years unit. Their first service was in the
Cairo area including the January 1862 raid into Kentucky before being sent to Bird’s Point, MO.
right across the river from Cairo. Their first real combat came in the Island Number Ten
Campaign of March 1, 1862 to April 8, 1862. From there they moved down the Mississippi River
to Fort Pillow. After the April 6-7, 1862 Battle of Shiloh, the regiment moved to Corinth, MS as
part of the Army of the Mississippi being called there to join with two other Federal armies for

the first Corinth Campaign.

After some service in Mississippi, the regiment was recalled to protect Nashville from
Confederate cavalry raiders. In mid-July, 1863, they moved to Murfreesboro, TN and after that
they were sent to Bridgeport, AL to protect the vital railroad bridge over the Tennessee River.
While operating in the Chattanooga, Tennessee, they engaged Joe Wheeler's rebel cavalry in
the Sequatchie Valley in October before taking part in the fighting in and around Chattanooga

itself.

In early 1864, the regiment was on veteran furlough for a month returning with the new
designation 10" 1llinois Veteran Volunteer Infantry. Taking part in the Atlanta Campaign from
May into September, 1864, the 10™ lllinois were selected to be part of William T. Sherman’s
Army of Georgia for the March to the Sea ending at Savannah, GA in December 1864. The
regiment remained with Sherman ending the war in North Carolina in 1865 with the capture of
Raleigh, North Carolina in April, 1865. The regiment took part in the Grand Review in
Washington in June 1865 before mustering out on July 11, 1865.

Captain Edward Sylia

According to the documents that come with this flag, Edward Sylla, the soldier who captured this
flag, enlisted for three years on August 28, 1861 at Camp Defiance (Cairo), lllinois. He was
listed as a 1% Lieutenant and hailed from Sandwich, lllinois about 60 miles west of Chicago.
Sylla did not serve out the war for on June 9, 1862, he resigned his commission as captain of



Company H for health reasons with a certificate signed by the regimental surgeon. During his
time of service he was saw action in Kentucky in January, 1862 as well as the Island Number

Ten Campaign before his resignation.

The Island Number Ten Campaign

Federal offensives in the Western Theater in early 1862 were focused on three rivers, all of
which bisected Tennessee or bordered the state. These were interstate highways into the Deep
South and became natural routes of invasion for the Federals and defense for the Confederates.

Confederate defenses consisted of earthen fortifications constructed at key points along the
rivers. On the Cumberland River, forts were built west of Nashville, Clarksville and at Dover
(Fort Donelson — the most powerful of the Cumberland defenses). The Tennessee River was
only defended by Fort Henry, 12 miles west of Fort Donelson, and across the river in Kentucky,
Fort Heiman. Concern for the Mississippi River, however, dominated Confederate planning and
a series of forts were built from Memphis north to the Kentucky state line. These included Fort
Randolph, Fort Harris, Fort Pillow and fortifications at New Madrid, Missouri. After the Federals
violated Kentucky’s declared neutrality in August, 1861, the Confederates in early September
advanced to Columbus, KY to take hold of the high ground there. Here would be built the most
powerful river defenses in the West; some 142 heavy guns on three levels.

Union General U.S Grant's offensive that captured Forts Henry and Donelson in February 1862
made the position at Columbus untenable and they were forced to fall back to a new position
based on Island Number Ten and surrounding shores in Tennessee and Missouri. Here, the
Mississippi River made a deep S curve back on itself and at the bottom of the curve sat Island
Number Ten. Steamboat captains numbered the islands above and below the confluence of the
Mississippi and Ohio Rivers. Island Number Ten was the tenth such position south of the
confluence. Thanks to the ever-changing Mississippi, the island no longer exists today.

The Confederates built fortifications from New Madrid, MO to Tiptonville, TN. The island itself
bore numerous heavy guns and supporting batteries along both sides of the river added to the
defense. The guns that made up the forts had been brought down from Columbus. The
Tennessee shore was dotted with swamps and Reelfoot Lake which helped block landward
approaches. Backing these forts up was a small squadron of Confederate Navy wooden
gunboats. Upwards of 7000 troops manned these sites many ill-armed.

The force tasked by the Federals under Maj. Gen. John Pope, was entitled the Army of the
Mississippi. The troops were fully supported by several ironclad Union Navy gunboats, some of
them veterans of the Henry-Donelson Campaign, plus mortar boats and timberclad gunboats.

Pope crossed the Mississippi River from Cairo, IL to Commerce, MO and began his campaign
from there on February 28", 1862 by marching to Benton and taking that town. The next
objective was Sikeston to the south on the east side of a large swamp. As the Federals
marched they encountered rebel cavalry under the command of Brig. Gen. M. Jeff Thompson,
who was infamous to the Federals with a record of resisting Federal incursions into Missouri.
Just outside of Sikeston, Union troops found Thompson across the road supported by six small
one pounder cannons and a fight broke out. Thompson soon found out that his less than 100
men had taken on a Union brigade, the vanguard of Pope’s forces, supported by cavalry and he
was forced to make a break for it. The Federals pursued to within four miles of New Madrid



before breaking off. The affair was dubbed ‘the Sikeston Races. " According to Missouri Civil
War expert and author James McGhee, the troops Thompson commanded were from, “his old
1t Division, Missouri State Guard,” and that several of his officers had been, “organizing
Confederate units at and around New Madrid at this time.” Included in this force was Captain
Sam. Harris Battery who manned the one pounder guns, losing three of them in the fight.

The Missouri State Guard was the pro-Confederate state militia that was organized after the
Camp Jackson Affair in St. Louis of May 10, 1861. Here, the pro-South forces loyal to Governor
Claiborne Jackson were captured by a force of U.S. Regulars and the German citizens of St.
Louis. Jackson was soon chased across the state and the Missouri State Guard, already
enacted by law, came into the field under the command of Maj. Gen. Sterling Price. The state
was divided into nine divisions from which State Guard re?iments were formed. Thompson
commanded the division from Southeast Missouri — the 1% Division or Military District. After
losing the battle for Boonville, MO. but helping to win the key fight at Wilson’s Creek (along with
some Confederate troops and Arkansas State Troops), the State Guard enlistments began
expiring in November 1861. Not all units had fallen apart by the Island Number Ten Campaign
however while others were tendering service to the Confederacy forming Missouri volunteer
regiments. Many guardsmen simply went home. Thus, at Sikeston, Thompson’s force was
probably in the transition into Confederate service.

This is important to the flag’s story as in the fight at Sikeston it was known that Thompson
displayed, “a large staff flag” where his posted his battery of artillery. The flag was captured by
the 10™ lllinois Infantry as Thompson fled and some of his guns were lost to the Federals. More

about this flag later.

Eventually, Pope’s troops and the U.S. Navy were able to subdue each component of the
Confederate defenses around Island Number Ten done in several phases. First to fall was New
Madrid on March 13" 1862 where some flags were captured. After the ironclads ran Island
Number Ten during a nighttime thunderstorm, the Confederate position became untenable and
the island itself surrendered on April 4™ 1862. More flags were taken there. With gunboat
protection (after driving off the Confederate fleet), Union troops were ferried across the
Mississippi River and on April 8" 1862, the last Confederate garrison at Tiptonville, TN
surrendered. While the campaign ended with several thousand prisoners and over one hundred
pieces of artillery captured, some Confederate units were able to escape. Towards the end of
the campaign a Union brigade attacked Union City, TN, which held the far right flank of the
defenses and bagged two Confederate regiments there, also taking flags.

This part of the Mississippi River was now open to the Union and Pope became a new hero.
Sadly, the end of the campaign was overshadowed by the bloody Battle of Shiloh which took

place as Pope’s campaign came to its conclusion.

The Captured Confederate Flags of the island Number Ten Campaign

This section will detail the captured Confederate flags from this campaign by its four phases:
Sikeston/New Madrid: Island Number Ten; Union City and Tiptonville. None of the captured

Confederate flags were ever sent to the U.S. War Department in Washington, a typical event of
captures in the early war in the Western Theater.

Sikeston/New Madrid Phase




John Pope’s report states, “the colors of several Arkansas regiments,” were taken at New
Madrid after his forces besieged the fortified town and forced the Confederates to abandon it b%/
removing their troops across the Mississippi River. The two forts were held by the 11" and 12
Arkansas Infantry and the Pointe Coupee Louisiana Battery at Fort Thompson and the 5™ and
40" Tennessee Infantry with Baker’s and Bankhead’s Batteries at Fort Bankhead. The following

flags have been confirmed as being taken in this phase:

Eirst National - unknown unit/possible Jeff Thompson'’s flag — 10" Illinois Infantry near Sikeston
(most likely the flag being offered)

First National, 15 stars — unknown unit — 47" Indiana Infantry capture from Fort Thompson and
sent to Indianapolis (now missing)

11" Arkansas Infantry — possibly silk Polk Corps pattern (Madaus theory) — New Madrid capture
by Michigan cavalry units. (The late Howard Madaus also postulated that a First National flag
bearing 12 stars in the collections of the Arkansas Old State House Museum in Little Rock could
be this flag. Its history states that it was taken “in Missouri” in 1862 by a Michigan unit and was
sent back from Michigan to Arkansas in 1941. Arkansas flag historian and author Glenn
Dedmondt concurs with this analysis in his book on Arkansas flags. However, this flag could
also be that of the 4™ Arkansas Battalion or the 12t Arkansas Infantry. It has been thought that
the latter flag was removed in the Confederate evacuation of New Madrid and taken later at

Tiptonville.)

5" Tennessee Infantry, First National company flag — unknown company but bearing the slogan,
“Death or Victory — Conyersville, Tenn.” This flag was brought back to Springfield, IL by two
lllinois officers probably from Pope’s staff and displayed in a local store. The flag is now

missing.

Unknown Confederate flag, possible First National —captured by the 518 |llinois Infantry per the
Chicago Tribune. Location unknown today.

Unknown flag fragment — unknown pattern — New Madrid Museum, New Madrid, Missouri

Island Number Ten Phase

The Confederate forces surrendered on April 4", 1862. Its garrison consisted of the 1°
Alabama Infantry and the 15! Alabama, Tennessee and Mississippi Infantry (later the 4"
Confederate Infantry). Union reports noted flags flying over the various artillery forts on the
island during the siege as well as a hospital flag. The known flag captures are:

15t Alabama Infantry - First National with seven stars and the state Coat of Arms in the blue
canton. The flag bears the unit designation on the white bar and a battle honor for the fight at
Pensacola, Florida in November, 1861. It was captured by troops under Union Gen. Eleazer
Paine, who commanded a division in this campaign. It descended to his son who moved to
Nebraska. Formerly held by the Grand Army of the Republic in that state, it was transferred to
the Nebraska State Historical Society. Returned to Alabama in 2007 and now held by the
Alabama Department of Archives and History



15t Alabama Infantry, unknown company — First National with 11 stars — taken by W.R.
Townsend, 42™ lllinois Infantry — now in a private collection.

1%t Alabama Infantry, Co. C, Perote Guards — First National variant with multiple stripes and 13
stars and the slogan “Justice & Protection to each new partner or a new firm — Perote Guards,”
in the canton. The canton on the reverse side bears the Alabama Coat of Arms. The flag was
taken by the 15t Wisconsin Infantry and sent to Wisconsin. The flag was sent back to Alabama

in 1905 by the state.

15t Alabama, Mississippi and Tennessee Infantry — Co. | Yochna Rifles — First National flag with
11 stars. The canton bears the slogan, “Mississippi Devils — Our Rights — Presented by the
ladies.” This was a Mississippi company originally called the Yochna Rifles. The flag is
arguably the most famous flag taken in the campaign as its slogan, “Mississippi Devils, ”was
quoted by numerous Northern newspapers as well as letters from Union soldiers. It was
captured by the 15N Wisconsin and sent to the state by its colonel, Hans Heg. The flag was
sent to Mississippi in 1943 and is held by the Mississippi Department of Archives and History.

Pointe Coupee Artillery, Louisiana Battery — First National with 13 stars. Captured by John
Johnston, First Master of the ironclad gunboat USS St. Louis during the night raid of April 1,
1862 at Battery 1. In 1904 the flag was donated to the Museum of the Confederacy in
Richmond, Virginia but was withdrawn in 1908. Its location today is unknown.

Hans Heg, colonel of the 15" Wisconsin Infantry, wrote in his letters to his wife that his troops
also captured, ‘three secesh flags found in a chair.” These would be First National flags, often

called “secesh” flags by the Federals.

If the 12" Arkansas Infantry’s flag escaped from New Madrid to Tiptonville it would have been
captured there.

Union City Phase

On March 31% a Union brigade lead by Col. Napoleon Buford attacked the Confederate troops
at Union City, Tennessee. The garrison there consisted of the 7" Tennessee Cavalry (then
forming from the 6" Tennessee Cavalry Battalion) and the 21% Tennessee Infantry. Attacking at
sunrise, Buford's troops stampeded the garrison capturing their camp equipment and more
including flags. Buford stated, "we captured three large flags and two guidons, all of silk...”

215 Tennessee Infantry — First National flag. Their silk Polk Corps flag was either not there or
was removed as the troops fled the town. The First National flag is missing today but the Polk
Corps flag is in the Williamson County, Tennessee Museum.

7" Tennessee Cavalry — guidon, probably a First National design. This flag is still missing
today.

71" Tennessee Cavalry, Co. B, Hill's Cavalry (formerly 6" Tennessee Cavalry Battalion, Co. C) —
First National variant guidon with 11 stars and the slogan “Victory or Death” and “CS” and “HC”
as well. Captured by the 15! Wisconsin Infantry and sent to Wisconsin by Col. Hans Heg, the
flag was returned to Tennessee in 2003 where it is part of the Tennessee State Museum.



71" Tennessee Cavalry, Co. A, Memphis Light Dragoons (formerly 6thTennessee Cavalry
Battalion, Co. A) — probable First National guidon bearing the letters “M.L.D” per capture

accounts. The flag is missing today.

7th Tennessee Cavalry, Co. D, Haywood Rangers (formerly 6" Tennessee Cavalry Battalion,
Co. D) — probably a First National flag. Noted as being lost in the unit history of the 7"

Tennessee Cavalry, the flag is missing today.

Tiptonville Phase

15t Alabama Infantry, Co. I, Wilcox True Blues — Blue flag bearing a painted cotton plant and
coiled rattlesnake with the slogan “Noli Mi Tangere” on one side and a lady holding a flag
bearing seven stars and the slogan “Wilcox True Blues — Woman’s Offering to Patriotism.” The
flag was found in @ home in Tiptonville, left behind by the regiment when it moved to Island
Number Ten, by a Michigan soldier. The flag was discovered there in 1917 on display in the
state capitol in Lansing. The flag was sent back to Alabama in 1921 and is held by the Alabama

Department of Archives and History today.

Unknown artillery flag — taken by Lt. Lyman Allen of the 27" Illinois in a night raid on the
Tennessee shore near Tiptonville. Missing today.

With the surrender of the remaining Confederates at Tiptonville on April 8" 1862, it is probable
that other flags were taken from the surrendered Confederates which included infantry and
artillery units. No reports or accounts describing these flags have been found to date.

Miscellaneous flags taken in the campaign — unknown locations

Several other flags were taken in this campaign but the exact place of capture is unknown. As
follows:

First National — 15 stars — unknown unit. This flag was presented to Gen. John Pope and later
on presented to his alma mater, the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, where it resides

today.

First National — 11 stars — unknown unit, now in a private collection

First National — 13 stars — unknown unit — The flag bears the slogan “Victory or Death” and was
captured by Franklin Mott of the 27" lllinois Infantry. It is not 100 per cent conclusive that this
flag was taken in this campaign but the odds are good that it was. Now in a private collection.

Recapifulation

Of all of the known flag captures listed, which number 21, only seven are in museums today.
This assumes that the ID of the flag in Arkansas is indeed the 11" Arkansas Infantry. Only four
flags above are in private collections, including the flag now being offered for sale by Julia’'s

Auctions.

The First National flag captured by Edward Sylla, 10" Hlinois Infantry



As a flag historian, | track all known Confederate flag captures from the Civil War. My lengthy
list is organized by state and by regiment within each state. Thanks to an article in the post-war
National Tribune, | was able to note that the 10" Illinois captured at least one flag during the
war. As stated in the article, “...chasing the rebel Gen. Jeff Thompson in the vicinity of
Sykeston...We made the earth too hot for this rebel crowd and they were compelled to seek
shelter under the rebel guns at New Madrid...but we captured all of their commissary

stores. . .together with Jeff Thompson'’s headquarters flag.” My research has yet to find another
Confederate flag taken by this regiment although it is possible they did at some other point in
the war. What matters is the time frame when Edward Sylla was with the regiment which ended
in early June 1862. The only campaign that involved serious action for the 10" lllinois before

June, 1862 was the Island Number Ten Campaign.

Historians Larry Daniel and Lynn Bock, in the only modern book on the campaign, covered the
Sikeston event and declared, “Thompson unlimbered his battery astride the road and marked
the spot with his large staff flag.” Thompson, in his memoirs, declared, “/ placed the guns at a
cross road about one half mile from the picket, and marked them with my staff which was large
enough for an army of twenty thousand men.” The flag being offered measures 49 inches by
104 inches (roughly 4 feet by 8.6 feet) so it might be big enough to qualify for the flag that
Thompson described assuming he was not engaging in hyperbole.

In his official report of the campaign, Col. James Morgan of the 10" Hlinois Infantry wrote, “A
running fight took place and resulted in the defeat of Jeff Thompson, the capture of three 1-

pounder cannons, one flag...and a number of prisoners. 7

While it is possible that the flag taken by Sylla could have come from Island Number Ten itself
or even Tiptonville, where the regiment was also actively involved in addition to Sikeston and
New Madrid, it is interesting to note an 1864 Springfield, lllinois newspaper account published
while the regiment was home on veteran furlough only mentioned one flag. The article featured
a speech by a prominent citizen and in that he stated, “You first tried your ‘prentice hand’ on that
arch freebooter, Jeff Thompson, routing him at every point, stripping him of his guns, his flag —
his own sword even...”

The National Tribune article, already cited above, was published on October 5, 1905 and was

written by M. J. Clerihan, a veteran of the 10" lllinois. The mention of this flag was important to
his article, a history of the unit and published in a newspaper dedicated to Union Army veterans,
and with no other flag was mentioned therein, makes this important evidence as well as to when

and where it was captured.

This Springfield, lllinois article as well as that of the National Tribune, more than any other
evidence, argues that the flag being offered was that taken from Jeff Thompson'’s troops near
Sikeston, Missouri. Had the regiment captured other flags of note while Sylla was still with the
regiment, or even after his departure, they would have been noted in the speech which covered
the career of the 10" lllinois to February 1864 when the speech was given. Such captures
would also have been reported in the National Tribune article. While it is still possible that the
flag was taken somewhere else in the Island Number Ten Campaign by Sylla, it is far more
likely that it came from the fight with Jeff Thompson. Whether it was his personal flag or the flag
for the battery or other troops that were with him in this fight cannot fully determined.
Thompson’s own statements are not conclusive; certainly the Union accounts felt that it was his

personal flag.



Provenance

According to the documents that come with this flag, as noted in the letter of August, 1960, the
flag was captured by Edward Sylla who was the brother of William Sylla, the grandfather of the
letter's author. William was a veteran of the 36" lllinois Infantry. Key to the letter and this flag is
the statement, “We are mailing you today a package which we hope will give you pleasure — our
grandfather...was William F. Sylla, and it was his brother Edward Sylla’s company which
captured the Confederate flag we are sending you.”

The even more surprising statement came next, “We have two of them and we would like to give
one to you.” No word in the letter about the second flag and where it was taken although it
could have been one that the 36" lllinois captured at Nashville in December 1864. | am not fully
aware of William’s service and if he was still with the regiment in late 1864 but according to the
online Soldiers and Sailors System of the National Park Service, it seems that William Sylla also
served in the 67" lllinois Infantry during the war. He was a private in the 36" lllinois and was
promoted from private to Quartermaster Sergeant in the 67" lllinois. Most likely he mustered in
during 1861 for three years, got out and enlisted in the 67" lllinois for the rest of the war. That
argues against the second flag in the Sylla family being taken at Nashville by the 36" lllinois.

The letter goes on to list some other artifacts that were also part of the package and it was
signed by Barbara Davey Johnson, William Sylla’s granddaughter, living in Elgin, lllinois. Who
the package was sent to has been removed from the letter’s first page as well as from the

envelope the letter was mailed in.

Edward Sylla’s service record and his resignation letter are also part of the collection coming
with the flag.

Flag Details

The flag measures 49 inches on the hoist by 104 inches on the fly. The blue canton is made of
a wool and cotton blend while the three bars are cotton. The thirteen stars are cotton and
measure 3 inches across the points. The flag shows wear and lacks a hoist edge which may be
due to its being torn from its staff when captured. There are some tears and a small repair on

the lower red bar. The flag is entirely hand sewn.

The flag has been examined in detail by noted flag conservator Fonda Thomsen whose report
certified its authenticity in great detail. Her report accompanies the flag.

Conclusion

This is a wonderful First National flag taken in battle by the 10" Illinois Infantry in the Island
Number Ten Campaign. The flag was brought or sent home during the war by Captain Edward
Sylla before or when he ended his service later in 1862 and remained in his family until 1960. it
was most likely taken from Jeff Thompson’s troops in the skirmish near Sikeston, Missouri at the
start of the campaign as stated in an official report, an 1864 newspaper article and a post-war
article in the National Tribune. The flag is already framed and ready for display.



Gregory G. Biggs

Military Historian
February 24, 2016
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