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Poamct me o bewr teséimeny (n faves of the "Henwy Repeatong Ridle," 1t (s o mu
. fudpmont the rcs* eldectave ann i the sewiece. T have been compected woth the 15t D.C.
Do Cavadg frem oty st u?gan{:&txvu, and that aww llavong been in constant use by mu lead-

ment, 1 Leel tﬁﬂnaLeH fo wass woon (s merfs,

d . B 7 .o 0 B 5 . 2
g Its finst excellence s the wapddity oy s wse. Lo aave feund we diqgleultn in
% (g {(jfeon shats a minute,  Suen tapddoty of fene (s perdeeily (xqesistible by
- ( vthying tetce.
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Ln the 25th day of August, 1864, near Ream's Station, we had an opvertunity of testing
the wifee. Our Regiment ¢t Cavalbry was dismounted at 4 ¢'cloclk 7.0, matched and staticned
on the extrere Lejt of the (nwiantry {ine, there teo budld Light breastionks fon the woment,
Thene we accedved a mest desvesate charae grom the enemy, We used joeut wi4le and easily
repubsed the goe, whiafe the (njantiy were bucken and swept from thedr well cons tucted
bueastwonks.

OQun Readment woth youn wijles sStoed €che veterans, and aever Left the ine untl the
battle ceased. Dur men cften said, and 1 concur in the “”{H(On, that with €his v 5€e and a
ofenty cf ammunctoon they ceudd 5QJQ€j meet fouwr to one w(tih any cther awm,

The Spencer Ri{Le ¢4 a geod awm, pihjegabﬁe to Springield, Sharo's orn Star's
and next, (n ny judquLt te the Henij Ye used the Spencer ‘n the 15t dalne Cavalry
duting the wasc winter, as wedll as the #Henny, zad 5o have tnied both.

The Henty excels aﬁﬂ others {n accutacy and §orce.

It 4 alse the most duwrable awm. With angthing Like fncn usaae @ man can wse cne {0t
fucs whele e of seavice witheut <ts gefting out ¢4 1epalin.

Its samplicdty of consthuction, also, 4 such that Wmost any soldies can 1epaix one,
Lo weeded.

Anciher advantage s that the dullest soldieqs whe can wse fhe comnenest awm i the
service, can quickly and safely Leoawn to wse this nlide.

1t 05 a very saje aum, as thewe L5 no hady ceck o €, The hammes L8 edther doion
cdeat back, Great dancer aitends the wse of common axms, {new the fact of thein geing

se cften at hald cock.

Another gueat advantiage 5 that (¢ 8 s¢ casily and cucenty {oaded.  Twe retions
Coads and cecls the picce. Great advantige ¢ gained by this wvwet the enoww, whe may be
sl piched off while cocliing iy vivar.

But che best evidence (n javer of & Fenwy RigLe, loweves, does woet come fnom
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Reends, o1 [wom own own veonde whe ase ot IT COMES T FRON THE INEWY, T ras castuned fast
season and wes fov oa Core i the Libby 7sdiscn, L““LL ¢d these wofes wese Faken when I
ras, and [oolten heand the enery Jiscuss (ts merits, Tzcu alt sexr o ceve than ay asn
(noone osesvice, and 1 have leard Hherr san, "Sove uws (”'«hLﬂl Lut et d--d Vanlkee ®ogle
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HENRY RIFLE, SERIAL #3889

This rifle is one of approximately BOO purchased by the Ordnance Department on
March 9, 1864 for the FIRST DISTRICT OF COLUMBTA CAVALRY (serial range of this
purchase 3,142-3,957). This rifle bears all of the appropriate military inspector's
marks as indicated on page xvi of "THE FIRST WINCHESTER" by John E. Parsons;
namely: "C.G.C." on right barrel flat, "HH" on brass frame with matching "H" on
barrel flat {thought to be B. Tyler Henry's own stamp}, and inspector's initials
within cartouche on right side of stock just behind the wrist. Serial number

3889 on top of barrel, just in front of brass frame and behind folding leaf

sight, alsoc on brass frame beneath stock. Original four-piece wooden cleaning

rod enclosed in butt.

This rifle has been beautifully and skillfully engraved for the officer who
carried it; probably done at the factory prior to issue. The Pederal Shield
and panoply of arms {(flags, cannon, etc.), foliate, etc. on left side of brass
frame and the initials "JLW.CL," within a fruit and foliate motif on the right.

J.W.C. was Major JOEL W. CLOUDMAN of the First D.C. Cavalry. His entire, brilliant
career is chronicalled in the National Archives and copies of his record go with
the gun. His horse was shot from under him near Great Bridge, Virginia on the

27th of March 1864 and he subsequently was a prisoner-of-war in the infamous

LIBBY PRISON.

Major CLOUDMAN wrote the oft-quoted letter to OLIVER WINCHESTER (March 15, 1865}
in which he first put down on paper the famed Confederate Epitaph "GIVE US ANY-
THING BUT YOUR DAMNED YANKEE RIFLE THAT CAN BE LOADED SUNDAY AND FIRED ALL THE
WEEK." This letter can be found in the reproduction of Henry's Repeating Rifle
Catalogue on pages 7 and 8 of the text "10 OLD GUN CATALOGUES" compiled by L.D.
SATTERLEE, (1864-1880).

This rifle was discovered behind a wall in an old cabin that was being razed to
make way for a summer home at Mayo Beach, Maryland (just south of Annapolis) in
1963. I acquired it shortly thereafter from the gentleman on whose property it
was found. Save for light cleaning of the barrel and loading tube, it is in the
exact condition as it was when Ffound.

A TRULY REMARKABLE, HISTORICALLY~ASSOCIATED PIECE FOR THE HENRY AND/OR CIVIL WAR
COLLECTOR.




MARYLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY

201 West Monument Street Baltimore, Maryland 21201
(301) 683-3750

P. WILLIAM FILBY
Director
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23 June 1974

Anent the letters on your gun.

When you showed me the photograph it seeged certals that
the final letter had to be a G simply because in the period under review
there was a tendency to shorten the upver curve (see no.3); and when
the lower portion of the lsbier had a descending serif (see no.2) I
could not decide in favor of the letier C.

But the production of the actual weapon and a careful
stiudy of the last letter comvinced me that without doubt it is a C.
First, the upper curve did in factproceed further and in adcition had
a distinet serif (see noe2). We mist remember that in the last decades
of the ninetecnth century handwriting had gone through a traumatic
experience, Prior to the 1860's we had Platt Rogers Spencer with all
his absurdities and curlicues, but which was the vogue, and then schools
for young ladies and gentlemen of the later years demanded something less
fancy (and less difficult). The result was that writing becane exceptionall:;
plain and wnimaginative. Serifs were all the vogue but of course
often inagcurate, and clearly the engraver of the letter C didn't know
what to do with the lower curve's serif and so he put a "beard” on to
it and misled me into thinking it was achbually a G.

Put noe 3 shows how it would have looked if a G, and nos.
and 5 show both letters correctly cub.

1 hope this wil. act as sufiicient evidencel

#*autbhor of Callicraphy i Hendwriting
in Aserica, L710-1952 (1963)
Co=aubnor of 2,00C fears of Calligraphy (1963)




ARNOLD ROTHSCHILD
5918 CHARLESMEAD AVENUE BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21212

November 2, 1975

I am glad that you are pleased with the "Cloudman" Henry
and that it has found a good home. With choice pieces like
that, one who has been privileged to own one for a period
of time likes to think they they go to someone who under-
stands and appreciates what he has purchased.

I have some comments in reference to your gquestionning
whether this was ever Joel W. Cloudman's personal Henry.
I, too, often wondered if that was a "C" or a "G" that
was engraved on the sideplate, but I have three important
bits of evidence that point to the "C.V

First, we have just competed (last week to be exact) a

very careful check of the roster (including incoming trans-
fers, outgoing transfers, etc. of the lst D.C and lst Maine
Cavalry units, There was never a "J.W.G. or anything close to
it among either officers or enlisted men. The same check was
made of a book in the possession of Everett (Birdie) Part-
ridge, a friend of mine from Baltimore, who has a book of
rosters of Civil War Units, the First D.C. amd First Maine
among them. Nothing close to "JWG."

Second, Albert Sullivan of Baltimore and Kentucky Rifle
Fame, has a powder horn with a "C" made exactly the same
way as on the Henry except that this has the man's entire
name printed out and there can be no mistaking the fact
that it is a "C.7

Third, 1 submit the enclosed correspondence from P.William
Pilby, Director of the Marvland Historical Society and a
world renowned expert in the field of Calligraphy. Please
understand that Bill's first paragraph relates to photo-
graphs he saw of the engraving before he aver actually saw
the gun and the numbers to which he refers are, of course,

to his own gketches also o




%ﬁ,
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o

You should, of course, keep Filby's correspondence, it
belongs with the gun, and it is written by an unbiased
expert who knows from nothing about Henry Rifles.

Hope that the foregoing is helpful to vou.

Kind regards.

Cordially,

Qi
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fnent the letiers on your fun.

. WMo you showod me Lhe phobopraph b seoged cortidn ohab
the linal lehier had to be a G simply Lecouss in the period under review
there was a tendency to shorten the up er curve (sec no.l); and when
the lower portion of the letter nad a descending seril (see no.2) I
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could not decide ia favor of the letler C.

Jub the production of the actual weapon and a careful
stady of the lact lotier convinecd ma that witheut doubt it iz a C.
Mirst, the upjor cwve did in factproceed further and in ~deéition had
a distinet serif (sce no.2). Ve mmst remember that in the last decades
of the nineternth century handwriting had gone through a traumatic
experiences Prior to the 1860's we had Platt logers Spencer witn all
his absurdities and curlicues, but which was the vorue, and then achonls
Lfor young lodies and gentlemen of the later years demanded something less
fancy (and less difficult). The result was that wribing becane excortional
plain and uninasinative. Serifs were all the vorue but of course
often inagcurate, and clearly the enpraver of the letier € didn't lmow
wiat to do with the lower curve's scrif and so he put a "beard" on to
it and misled me into thinking it was actuwally a G,

Yub no. 3 shows how it would have looked if a G, and nos. U
and 5 show both letters correctly cutb.

I hope this wil! act as sufiiclent evidencel

Best wiishes,

D, Py .Z

*Aaubhor of Callipraphy & llandwritbing
in dwerica, 1710-1062 (1943)
Co~author of 2,000 Yrira of Uilli,raphy (1967)
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Department of the Secretary of State

Home — State Archives -->Sesquicentennial

1863-10-27*

Joel Cloudman

Stetson/Washington,
DC

October 29, 1863

Joel Cloudman was a 40
year-old trader, living in
Stetson, when he enlisted
as a private in the 1st DC
Cavalry in August, 1863.
The 1st DC Cavalry was
organized to be an
independent regiment,
stationed in Washington,
' DC.

The unit was under the
command of Colonel
Lafayette C. Baker. Baker
was also a Provost
Marshall by title, but his
real work was as the head
of the nation’s first Secret

Service.

Cloudman’s cavalry

company became known
as Baker's Mounted
Rangers. For much of its
first year, the 1st DC
Cavalry belonged to no
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army and took orders only
from the War Department.
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That also meant that the
chain of command
extended directly to the
President.

Col. Baker liked
Cloudman. In less than
three months in Baker's
Mounted Rangers,
Cloudman receives a
Captain's commission
from President Abraham
Lincoln.

By rank, Baker was a
Provost Marshall, but his
authority and were subject
only to the orders of the
War Department.

Originally organized in the
District of Columbia, in
1863 eight companies of
men from Maine were
added, so it became in
many ways a Maine unit.

Captain Cloudman, with
the 140 men of Company
D, left Augusta in October
1863, and arrived at Camp
Baker soon after. Other
regimental officers would
be commissioned by
Maine's Governor.

Capt. Cloudman wrote to
Maine Adjutant General
John Hodsdon on how the
new group was getting
along.

The regiment spent

b
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several months in
Washington, but in the
spring of 1864, most were
sent to join General
Benjamin Butler's army. At
the time, they were the
only regiment in the Army
of the Potomac armed with
the Henry repeating rifle.

The repeating rifle allowed
a soldier to fire 15 shots in
10 seconds. Armed with
enough rifles and
ammunition, a 1000 man
regiment could fire 15,000
shots in 10 seconds.

The cavalry unit was
engaged in several battles,
among them Malvern Hill,
Ream's Station and
Sycamore Church.
Cloudman, promoted to
Major, was captured at
Sycamore Church, held for
a short time, then was
reunited with his
company. which by then
had been transferred to
theist Maine Cavalry,
where they served for the
rest of the war.

Joel Cloudman was
discharged for disability
on February 20, 1865. He
died in 1877, in Stetson,
where he is buried.

Joel Cloudman
Transceript

http://www.maine.gov/tools/whatsnew/index.php?topic=arcsesq&id. .
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Washington , DC Oct. 29
1863

Gen. Hodsdon
Dear Sir

Col Baker is much pleased
with the men from Maine
Said to me that these men
is just what they want in
Washington He has the
worst set of men here
when we came that I ever
saw He tells me that he
will take out all of the
worst men that he now has
and Send them to the front
in to the Old army he has
awarded to Raise a full
Regiment for this D.C. Said
to me that he would Send
me to Maine to Recruit
men to fill another
Company with the Balance
that I now have which is
twenty four will want 76
more men if your Honor &
the Governor will permit
this to those men to be
Raised from Maine it will
be highly gratifying to Col
Baker also to the War
department [ think you
will hear from the
department Soon as there
is quite an excitement in
this City in regard to the
Maine men as they term
them Candid Honest &
Sober men Col Bakeris a
striet Temperance man if

127292015 321 PM
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he finds an officer of Rank
that is the worse for
Liquor he pulls the straps
of from his Shoulders at
once I think very highly of
the Colonel as yet he tells
me that every ting shall be
carried out to the Letter
that he promised to us the
officers of my Company
will be mustered as
officers in to Service today
all things is going Right in
yet I think that the Boyes
will like first Rate I doe not
have any Chance to write
as yet only on my knee
hope I will have a chance
Soon will try to write
plainer then Please excuse
this will let you hear from
me soon all the
particulars.

PS please inform me the
prospect of the privalege
to Recruit the Remainder
of the 2 Company for this
Regiment and Oblige

Your most Obedent
Servant

JW Cloudman

12/29/201
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http://www.civilwarindex.com/armyme/ 1st_me_cavalry himi

CIVIL WAR INDEX

Primary Source Material

on the Soldiers and the Battles

Home } The Armies ] The Soldiers 1 The Battles Civilians Articles
Military Records Online
Every soldier has a story. Search military records for your ancestors
o0
If this website has been 1st Maine Regiment Cavalry Whats New
useful to you, please in the Civil War Bibliography
consider making a About Us

Donation.

Your support will help
keep this website free
for everyone, and will
allow us to do more
research. Thank you for
your support!

i

'Regimental History

First Cavalry. — Cols., John Goddard, Samuel H. Allen,
Calvin S. Douty, Charles H. Smith ; Lieut.-Cols.,
Thomas Hight, Calvin S. Douty, Charles H. Smith,
Stephen Boothby, Jonathan P. Cilley; Majs., Samuel H.
Allen, David P. Stowell, Calvin S. Douty, Warren L.
Whitney, Jonathan P. Cilley, Charles H. Smith, Stephen
Boothby, George M. Brown, Sidney W. Thaxter,
Constantine Taylor, Benjamin F. Tucker, Paul
Chadbourne, Daniel S. Curtis, Joel W. Cloudman. This
regiment was raised at large, consisted of twelve
companies, and was mustered in at Augusta, Nov. 5,
1861, for three years. It was the equal of any in the
service in the character of its men and the quality of its
horses. It remained encamped at Augusta until the
following spring. Companies A, D, E and F left the state
for Washington on March 14, 1862, under command of
Col. Allen, arriving there on the 19th. Companies B, 1,
H and M, under Maj. Douty, arrived on the 24th, and C,
G, K and L, under Maj. Stowell, on the 28th. A, B, E, H
and M, under Lieut.-Col. Douty, joined Gen. Banks'
corps at Strasburg, Va., on May 11, and were attached
to Gen. Hatch's cavalry brigade. The other seven

‘companies were first assigned to Gen. Abercrombie’s

brigade, and soon afterwards to Gen. Ord's division at

Fredericksburg. The men participated in their first

severe engagement on May 23, when Lieut.-Col. Douty

with his command and two companies of the Ist Vi
cavalry, charged the enemy at Middletown, Va.,
covering Banks' retreat to Williamsport. The loss was

176 horses and equipments. The regiment was reunited

at Warrenton, Va., on July 10, and attached to Bayard's
brigade, with which it took part in the battle of Cedar
mountain. [t participated in the retreat of Gen. Pope's
forces to Fairfax Court House, where it arrived on Sept.
3 and reported to Gen. Reno, having engaged the enemy

at Brandy Station on Aug. 20, and been preser
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second battle of Bull Run on the 30th, under Brig.-Gen.
Elliott of Pope's staff. Arriving in Washington on Sept.
4, it was attached to Burnside's corps and engaged the
enemy at Frederick, Md., on the 12th. Co. G, acting as
Gen. Reno's body-guard, took part in the battle of South
mountain, Cos. M and H, under Gen. Porter, in that of
Antietam. The regiment (except Cos. G, M and H)
remained at Frederick from Sept. 12 to Nov. 2, up to
which period 1t had lost in action and worn out in
service nearly 700 horses. The severity of the service to
which the men of this regiment were subjected may be
inferred from a bare recital of the battles in which they
were subsequently engaged and from data showing
some of their heaviest losses. The list of battles
includes, in addition to those above mentioned :
Fredericksburg, Rappa- hannock Station, Brandy
Station, Aldie, Middleburg, Upperville, Gettys- burg,
Shepherdstown, Sulphur Springs, Mine Run, about
Richmond, Old Church, Todd's tavern, Ground Squirrel
Church, Hawes' shop, Cold Har- bor, Trevilian Station,
St. Mary's Church, Deep Bottom, Reams' Sta- tion,
Wyatt's farm, Boydton road and Bellefield. Col. Douty
was killed at Aldie, Va., while leading a gallant charge,
on June 17, 1863, as was Capt. Summatt while rallying
his men under a murderous fire of grape and canister.
Three hundred selected men from the regiment
participated in the daring raid of Gen. Kilpatrick to the
vicinity of Richmond, Feb. 27 to March 12, 1864, the
loss of the 1st in this famous raid being 93 men killed,
wounded or missing and over 200 horses. It also moved
with the cavalry corps on Gen. Sheridan's first raid, May
9, 1864, until within 3 miles of Richmond. In the
engagement at Trevilian Station, June 24, 1864, its loss
was 10 officers and 58 enlisted men. During August of
this year its loss in killed, wounded and missing was 49
men and 75 horses, and the total casualties during 1864
amounted to 295 officers and enlisted men. In Aug,,
1864, seven companies of the 1st D. C. cavalry were

(transferred and assigned to the several companies of
-this regiment by a special order of the war department.

The original members of the regiment whose term of
service expired Nov. 4, 1864, were mustered out at
Augusta, Me., on the 25th, while the regiment, now
composed of veterans, recruits and members of the st
D. C. cavalry whose term had not expired, participated
in the closing battles of the war; was mustered out of
the U. S. service at Petersburg, Va., Aug., 1, 1865, and
arrived in Augusta, Me., on the 9th,

Footnotes:
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Regimental history taken from "The Union Army" by Federal
Publishing Company, 1908 - Volume 1

—— . oz 3 steps to Fast Maps & Directions &
4 : 1. Click Start Download
START DOWNLOAD 4 2. Frae Access - No Sign up!
3. Get Frea Directions & Maps #3 onlinemap finder

Copyright 2010 by CivilWarlndex.com
A Division of Pier-Pleasure.com

3of3 12,29:2015 3:13 PM



American Civil War Research Database http://www.civilwardata.com/active/hdsquery.dli?SoldierHistory?U...

Soldier History
Joel W. Cloudman

Home

Residence Stetson ME;
Eniisted on 6/1/1863 at Washington, DC as a Major.

N
G

4 Personnsk
. Directory

Cavalry

On 6/1/1863 he was commissioned into "D" Co. [C lst \ -
\':V Q’:

He was transferred out on 8/27/1864
(Estimated date of enlistment)

Generalz
Directory

Soldiar

Report List

On 8/27/1864 he transferred into Field & Staff ME
He was discharged for disability on 2/20/1865

~

30 £

He was listed as:
* POW 9/15/1864 Petersburg, VA
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Even with the limited number of Henry Rifles purchased, the arm left an extremely lasting
impression on many members of the Confederate Ranks. One of the regiment's fortunate
enough to be equipped with Henry Repeaters was Col. Lafayette C. Baker's st D.C. Cavalry.
The organization was known as "Baker's Mounted Rangers.” This unit has been compared to
the Gestapo for its actions as a D.C. police force. Baker called this group of elite soldiers the
"terror of evil doers.”

A member of this division, Major Joel W. Cloudman, sang the praises of the Henry Rifle to
Oliver Winchester. Major Cloudman wrote to the industrialist about his experiences with a
captured Southerner who exclaimed, "Give us anything but that damned Yankee rifle that can
be loaded on Sunday and fired ail weelk.”

% Cloudman went on to elaborate about an engagement near Ream's Staton where his unit
gallantly withstood a Confederate charge. The unit was entirely armed with Henries and,
"easily repulsed the foe, while the infantry were broken and swept from their well
constructed breastworks.” 4

Although only a small number of the arms were purchased by the government, the popularity
of the gun was such in the ranks that soldiers were willing to give up two months of their hard
earned wages for the chance to carry one into batte. Oscar C. Wither, one of Sherman's
soldiers wrote in his journal on May 11, 1864, "I got a Henry rifle — a 16 shooter -——
yesterday... | gave 35 dollars, all the money | had, for it... | am glad | could get it. They are
good shooters and [ like to think | have so many shots in reserve.” 5

in an official report on lanuary 20, 1865 Baker listad all of the engagements his Cavalry had
been involved in and sang glowing praises of the Henry rifle. He commented, "The rifles now
in use by my command are the same that were issued o us at the dme of our organizaton,
and since that dme they have been in constant use, most of the time in active service in the
field, and they are now with a very few exceptions, as serviceable and efficient as they were
when they were placed in the hands of the regiment. . The remarkable rapidity and accuracy
with which the gun can be discharged, renders it an invaluable weapon (o the Army, Under
ordinary circumstances, | believe it utterly impossible to make a successful charge on troops
armed with them, At the battle of Ream's station on the 25th of August, repeated attempts
were made by the eneny in large numbers 1o charge a position held by my regiment (they
being dismounted) and at each attempr they were repulsed with heavy loss. On one occasion
there were several officers of high rank from the Cavalry Corps and the Ind Army Corps
present, and noticed the destructive effect of my fire upon the enemy.”

Adthough Baker's comments made for some of the greatest publicity any business owner could
hope for, a few dedgn flaws became apparent as the weapon saw actve service. The firsc was
socinted with the rotating collar that allowed the ng&;.ne o be charged. ¥ exposed o mud
rain, it was prone S*”Cks 1g due to T fficult, if not impossibie to
The magazin §d al 50 be ‘o-ﬁf eff hy mtzﬁ o fﬁ\;s‘ ?he € Mugéﬂ would not
feed properly as . 1 about the use
of the arm were, in {30t accy










