THE BRASS FRAMED CONFEDERATE COLTS
SPILLER & BURR
AND
GRISWOLD & GUNNISON

AT THE OUTBREAK OF THE CIVIL WAR, THE SOUTH FOUND ITSELF FACING A SEVERE SHORTAGE
OF ARMS MANUFACTORIES WHICH COULD EQUIP ITS LOYAL SONS WHO WERE RALLYING TO “THE
CAUSE.” TO DEFEND THEIR HOMELAND.

SAM GRISWOLD, FORMERLY A CONNECTICUT YANKEE, WHO MOVED TO GEORGIA IN 1822, AND
ESTABLISHED A FACTORY FOR THE MANUACTURE OF COTTON GINS, UNDERTOOK THE TASK OF
PRODUCING HANDGUNS FOR THE CONFEDERACY. THE GRISWOLDVILLE MANUFACTORY RETOOLED
ALMOST OVER NIGHT, AND USING SOME SLAVE LABOR, BEGAN THE MANUFACTURE OF THE
GRISWOLD & GUNNISON BRASS FRAMED REVOLVER, COPIED FROM THE COLT NAVY PATTERN.
THE FIRST REVOLVERS WERE PRODUCED IN JULY OF 1862, AND CONTINUED TO BE MADE UNTIL
THE LATTER PART OF NOVEMBER 1864, WHEN THE FACTORY WAS DESTROYED BY YANKEES IN
THE BATTLE OF GRISWOLDVILLE STATION.

GRISWOLD & GUNNISON WERE THE MOST PROLIFIC OF HANDGUN MANUFACTURERS FOR THE
CONFEDERACY, PRODUCING SOME 3500 BRASS FRAMED REVOLVERS DURING THEIR OPERATION.
THEY ARE THE MOST RECOGNIZABLE OF THEIR CONFEDERATE HANDGUN BRETHERN, AND EVEN
THOUGH THEIR MORTALITY RATE WAS EXTREMELY HIGH, THERE ARE MORE SPECIMENS KNOWN

- THAN ANY OTHER MAKE.

EDWARD SPILLER, A BUSINESSMAN FROM BALTIMORE, BUf A STRONG SOUTHERN SYMPATHIZER.
BECAME A PARTNER, WITH A VIRGINIAN, FROM RICHMOND, DAVID BURR, A BUILDER OF STEAM
ENGINES, TO PRODUCE HANDGUNS FOR THE CONFEDERACY. TEAMING UP WITH A LIEUTENANT
COLONEL IN THE CONFEDERATE ARMY, JAMES HENRY BURTON, SPILLER AND BURR OBTAINED A
CONTRACT WITH THE CONFEDERATE GOVERNMENT TO SUPPLY THE 15.,000-.36 CALIBER
HANDGUNS. SUCH GUNS WERE TO BE OF THE COLT NAVY PATTERN.

APPARENTLY, AT ABOUT THIS SAME TIME, ONE SAMUEL ROBINSON, FROM RICHMOND,
VIRGINIA, SOON T0O BECOME THE RENOWNED MANUFACTURER OF THE ROBINSON “SHARPS”
CONFEDERATE CARBINE, HAD PLANNED TO MANUFACTURE HANDGUNS OF THE WHITNEY NAVY
PATTERN, FOR THE CONFEDERACY.

IT IS BELIEVED THAT COLONEL BURTON, WITH SPILLER & BURR ACQUIRED THE ROBINSON
HANDGUN MACHINERY AND BEGAN MANUFACTURING A .36 CALIBER REVOLVER MODELLED ON THE
WHITNEY NAVY RATHER THAN THE COLT. THEY BEGAN THIS OPERATION IN ATLANTA GEORGIA.
DUE TO BURTON'S: TRANSFER THERE BY THE CONFEDERATE GOVERNMENT.

THE SPILLER & BURR FACTORY IN ATLANTA, AFTER TURNING OUT SOME 600 REVOLVERS. SOLD
OUT TO THE CONFEDERATE GOVERNMENT WHICH MOVED THE MANUFACTORY TO THE MACON ARMORY
AT MACON, GEORGIA, WHERE AN ADDITIONAL ESTIMATED 700 REVOLVERS WERE PRODUCED OR
ASSEMBLED. NO MORE THAN 1300 SPILLER & BURR REVOLVERS WERE PRODUCED. MAKING THEM
EXTREMELY RARE AND HIGHLY SOUGHT AFTER CONFEDERATE PRIZES.

FREDERTCK R. EDMUNDS
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BILL OF SALE FOR ANTIQUE FIREARMS

RECEIVED OF RUSSP/@TC#/‘}R[) .................... , residing at ______ e

,thesumof. ... ...... : ...... dollars ($...0.0 ... ) and

Maker's Name . (oA SIM Ol e
Maker’s Address C/;/?/SWZ}LDV/LL‘;}GA ............................................................................................................
Country and Date of Manufacture CSA, ........ C/Vl((/")ar ............................................... [
Model Zw{[pm[ajmwféb(ﬁé%ﬂhj) ..... Serial Number (s) qu/}Vf/ij: .................
Condition (See other side for NRA Condition Staﬂdards) \/G“ .........................................................................................
Tgnition System _ JOC T —
Barrel (s) ......... N Barrel(s) Length ... 7%5‘ ..................................................
Caliber(s) or Gauge(s) ... ,56 ..............................................................................................................................................
Over-all Length L Weight ... / ............................................
Accessories Included <2202 ... B A  ,
Markings, Engravings and Inscriptions (Describe)‘j&l...,,.kfl«:c?.m.gﬂgz_( ______ R A Arnse, L4 J/Q ..........
Dol hoing ) ka1 o sncdesoidiof woedgs, top Lol Lyacting Gons, Rl
&t

A&Wﬂm‘;m&f%f A" . “ﬁwa&,znﬁm&md/%mfcgﬁﬁjuamhVII(, 3
j'WmLmé’&z -t fre a/ﬂwﬂﬁwé&?tw)jZf{ﬂzeﬂvj,ﬁw(/m;c& n/%j/g

............. ffl—:xwfw\?/}c P nd 14553&@«% fa}cﬁ[«fc?fﬁazxa{ﬁawﬂe),fm g
,,,,, budf, Anchip gerectebchon bt of balliskrap, Muy e of eyl mamdbises
,Ofﬂl;"‘w . (;?)jngcbi .............................................. e

Repairs, Alterations and Replacements (Deseribe) .......... N ) S



Q%HmZOhU & GUNNISON 2nd MODEL REVOLVER
SN 2491

$ 3000.00 very good
Charles W. Thayer, Parksburg, PA

February 8, 1980
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From the Gun Room of Henry M. Stewart, Jr.
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