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Holland & Holland
Extra Best 12 Bore Royal Paradox
Number 15589

Roger E. Lake
March 23, 201 |

Roger E. Lake



Roger E. Lake
Sporting Gun Specialist

10500 Morgan Territory Rd.
Livermore, CA
94551

INVOICE

March 23, 2011

Mr. Herb Hyatt

32424 Aqua Vista
Rancho Palos Verdes, CA
90275

Research and report on Holland & Holland Paradox 12 bore No.
15589.
4 hours @ $100.00 per hour

Total: $ 400.00

Please remit to:

Roger Lake

10500 Morgan Territory Rd.
Livermore, CA

94551



History

The Paradox ball and shot gun went into production in May of 1886
and remained in production until 1933. During this period a total of
453 Royal hammerless sidelock Paradox were produced. As part of
this there were sidelock guns that were classed as “Extra Best” in the
Sales/Order Books. These guns were often recorded as Royals in the
number books, which at that time were at the Holland & Holland
factory. It is only through the Sales/Order Books that these guns can
be identified. The Extra Best denoted a more finely finished gun,
usually with fancier wood and often more elaborate engraving. The
Extra Best guns start with Paradox No. 15500 that was finished in
September 1900. The production of the Extra Best ran to April 1903
with number 15641 (although one, No. 15838, dated to 1907). At
that time, the Model de Luxe started with No. 15626, a hammer
ejector made for the Maharaja of Kolhapur.

It appears that the Extra Best was a transition model for Holland &
Holland to the Model de Luxe. In 1900, the company was a public
company and was managed by Harris Holland and was still climbing
the ladder of the British gun trade. At the time it did not have any
British royal patrons and was slowly gaining the patronage of the
aristocracy. The introduction of the Best Quality appears to be a

trial to see if there was a market for a deluxe model and more



importantly see if a market could be developed. At the time a
standard Royal Paradox cost 63 Guineas and the Extra Best was 70
Guineas. The trial was successful and the Model de Luxe appeared
in the 1904 catalog at a price of 80 guineas. In all, there are 18 Extra

Best Paradox recorded.

Extra Best Paradox Number 15589

Extra Best Paradox Number 15589 was ordered on Wednesday
February 12, 1902 and was the 1™ Extra Best Paradox ordered. It
was ordered by:

C. H. Moseley, Esq.
17 Poolsed Place, Connaught Square,
London.
The instructions included the following:

“Goes to range to be fitted.”

“Engrave oval C. H. M.”

“Weight of gun as light as possible.”

“Gun must be finished by end of October certain.”

Mr. Moseley was fitted at the shooting ground, he was charged for
50 cartridges for 5/3 and 27 clay pigeons for 2/3.

The order was given to the factory and numbered, 1569. The action
and barrels came from stock. It was sent for stocking on March I,
1902 and was shot at the range on April 16 for accuracy. It was
proved and regulated for the standard 12 bore Paradox load of 3
drams of Black Powder with a 750-grain bullet. The shotgun pattern

was, right barrel — 148 and the left — 140 with 1 1/8 ounce of



number 6 shot, this equates to an Improved Cylinder choke. The
average pattern for this gun was about 5% better than the average
pattern for an average 12 bore Paradox. The gun was sent back to
the stocking shop on May 20 and was made-off and stripped. The
final stock dimensions were:

Bend: comb: 1 1/2 inches, heel: | 7/8 inches.

Length: 13 7/8 inches.

Cast: 5/16 + 1/4 + 3/16 inches.
It was sent for engraving on July 5 and for hardening on August 23.
It was sent for finishing on September 20. It was then cased with a
leather case stamped C. H. Moseley. The accessories included snap
caps and cleaning implements. He also purchased 50 Paradox bullets
for 10/6. The total charges were 78/19/6.

The gun appeared again in Holland & Holland records in
February 1947 when it was sold to Levetus Limited for shipment to
Elahi Bukish & Co. Delhi, via Bombay. It was described as: A S/H
(second hand) H’less ejector Paradox Ball & Shotgun. 28 inch
barrels, two triggers, Half-pistol hand stock. Weight 7 1/2 pounds.
Length: 14 inches. Leather case and tools. Nett 100 (pounds). The
gun and pair of Royal 12 bores (No. 17105/6) were packed in a tin
fined box and shipped via the steam ship “Empire Glory” on March

15, 1947.
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HOLLAND & HOLLAND

LONDON
WEAPON HISTORY
Serial N 15589
Calibre: 12
Model: Hammerless Paradox Royal *AB’ Ejector Gun
Barrel Length: 28~
Chamber Length: .
Chokes: o
Regulated: April 17,1902 — Memo 11411

3 drams powder H.P. cone bullet hart 1-15 unswedged also
shot with 42 grains Schultze 1 1/80z No.6 Shot

September 19, 1902 — Memo 11955

Finally Shot; Sights Finished

Stock Length: 14 3/16” x 13 7/8” x 14 9/16”

Additional Information:

Bend: 2 1/4” x 1 1/2” (Heel x Comb)
Cast Off: 5/16” x 1/4” x 3/16” x 3/8”
Trigger Pull: 4 1/2 x 5 Lbs.

Overall Weight: 7 Lbs — 3 Oz.
Barrel Weight: 3 Lbs — 8 Oz.
Striking: .0317 x .0327

Pistol Hand Grip

Top Lever

Top Safety

Finished at Factory October 2, 1902

Certified True and Correct
For Holland & Holland October 26, 2010

o This denotes information not available or applicable.
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Balyarrow House,
Letham,

By Cupar,
Fife,
Scotland,
KY157RR

10" November

Dear Herb,

I have done a lot of research on your Paradox no. 15589 and I am afraid I have only had
partial success.

I can find nothing on Mr Levetus. I searched all the 1901 census returns for Great Britain
but nothing turned up. It is very difficult without a Christian name or address. I think he
might have lived outwith Great Britain.

However I can tell you about Mr Moseley. He ordered the Paradox originally and for
some reason cancelled his order. The Hon. Charles Herbert Harley Moseley was born on
the 7" August 1857. He joined the civil service and by 1884 was Assistant Colonial
Secretary in Sierra Leone. He took part in several expeditions to quell tribes. He was
Treasurer of Gambia in 1891 and again assisted naval and military forces to quell
discontent. In 1894 he transferred to Lagos. In 1902 he was the Acting Governor of
Lagos. No doubt he wanted the Paradox for use in Lagos. In London he lived at 67
Carlisle Mansions, Carlisle Place and if you want to phone him, his number is Victoria
4605!

Because I have had only partial success, I feel I cannot ask you for anything. Please get in
touch if you want any further information on any of your collection.

Yours sincerely,

Q.0

Donald Dallas
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Holland & Holland Paradox Model SxS 12 Bore S/N 15589 - Holland & Holland Shotguns Page 1 of 2
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- —_— v Rl T ; ~ Contact Us

Guns International - "Bringing Gun Buyers and Sellers Together - The Easy Way"
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Home (All Gun and Gun Related Categorles) > Holland & Holland Shotguns
L&? Addg ﬂ 1o Favorites]

@ Holiand & Holland Paradox Mode! $xS 12 Bore S/N 15589
=

Click Photo to Enlarge Category - Holland & Holland Shotguns Holland & Holland Rifles
O Guns International #: 100014902
Lister Inventory #:

Contact Seller
Holland & Holland Paradox Model SxS 12 Bore S/N 15589
 Description: [ S““ 74 ﬂ
, 7 13 / 7 e 7

model designed for slug & s?ot ‘ ‘3‘;4};&/(/,; o
(Harry Kell was one of the most revered & B
et

Search

Advanced Search (Hetp?}

Free Registration Holland & Holland Paradox 12 Bore

New Today

African big bore dangerous game Paradox
12 bore with last 1 1/2" rifled for slug
Harry Kell engraved w/ beautiful wood
desirable H&H engravers of all time)
Royal hammenrless model

Ejector with cocking indicators

Strap over comb model

Beautiful & rare

Includes original case, loading papers & test target

New This Week
Articles
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Gun Appraisals
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