.88

: order: Brcst ‘France; Lisbon, Portugal; Cadiz, Spam
”*beraltar Mz]zgz Cartagena, and Barcelona, Spain; the
“French ports of Marseilles and Toulon; Mahon on the

: cxlst may continue forever.”

- miission and a new piece of music, the ”Mlmtonomoh

yffshlps and their armament,” 2
+ Alexander 11 prcacntcd Fox Wlth 282 rate voiumcs
il of which eventually found their way into the Smich-

“,,’_plomas of honorary citizenship. . : 2
~..’On 15 September 1866, the American squadro
"Rus.sla
drowned out from time 0
; voIlcy of salutes from the forts.

. as an instrument of dcstmctx
. forin natioml']frzwrmty ,
~ The next stop was Smckhoim chcfcn whc:rc Fox,

~and his caprains were presented to King Charles Xv
_ ac the Royal Palace. As had by now become custo-

) fymary, the Swedish mnnafch and’ mcmbcrs of his court

- The American ships drrived at ’
Kiel on 1 October and, after a short stay, they made
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visitors. On the 15th, the Miantoniomob put.to sea in
- heavy weather, carrying the Russian admiral who had
~ commanded the squadron that ‘had visited San Fran-
cisco. When she arrived at Cherbourg three days later,

§ jaf the vessel,

,»,,:mob was m tow
=] prcc:mnon rarhcr than necessity,
the way-l 900 rnllcs The recurn trip was somewhat
- slower; her average. spccd droppcd from seven .to six-
: - -anid-a-half knots.
Loﬁ'cmd a toast: "1 dnnk to the prosperity: of your
“country, and hope that the fraternal fcclmgs Whl(.‘h now

and ¢ two hours at sea. The Miantonomoh took ¢ on 4"7, :
: ~tons, of which she burned 348 ‘tons, of 24 tons per« '
“Many dinners and parucs were ngen thc Amcrlcan

,,"C‘rnllop, was even composed-ifi its honor. Many. rozsfs@{
were drunk to the fwo countrics as the American naval -
-"officers toured the Russian cmcs md mspcctcd Russ:an'»

:route to Phlladclphm amvmg in thac port on 22 ]'uly Gk
, 1867’ : : ;

% zzmo.b seems almost quaint, 4 droll vignette wherein -,
sonian Institution. There were also a number of other - ing bejeweled damsels’
gifts given ro Fox and the mission, including gold snuff -~ -

boxes, commemorative medals, jfphotographs, and ch-” il f)vcry letle consequence? .

Icﬂ .
the martial musnc gznd chccnng throngs‘ AT
ne by the thundering
he monitor, conceived
7 had bccorne a vehic ¢

,'Wcllts on rhc monitors
 cruisers. - Hc norcd thit, in 2 moderate gale, head-on .
to the seas, the monitor would take abour. four feet
- of solid water. This would be broken as it swcpr along
 the deck but, after reaching the turret, the water’s force
“was still safficient to prevent the firing of the 15-inch

sited: the Ammcm ﬁhlp‘s Fox - tCCClVCd them on
oard: the Miantonomoh with’ the customary honors.
,c'I’russnan,port of

"._the short journey to Hamburg. -Here. they remained 2

week and the ‘monitor cxpenenced the usual ﬂoud ofk '

the admiral cxpresscd his. dchghc »\}n:h thc pcrforfna

Durmg rhc w nter, rhc Amcnczn vcsscls then crunsc
zround the southcrn part of Europe. They visited,”

Spanish island of Minorca; and the Iralian ports of Genoa,
chhom Civita Vecchia, and Naples.

-On 2 May, the ships lefc Naples for the return trip:
to Phlladc]p[na Ihcu sccund trip across the Atlanu; :

s—the second day out of Naples
irriving in Delaware. The Miantono-
“as a matter of convenience and
" the greater part of

Coal 'was taken: ’(’m at BarbadOS Island

day, on the return trip. Improvised sails were made of .
her awnings. From Nassau the vessels. took 2 direct

‘In retrospccr Gustavus Fox s odysscy n: thc Mranto-:

"dmmg with the crowned heads of Europe” and escort-
ifcamc almost'a bore. Was it,
then, much pomp and clrcumsytancc bur a journey of

Onc outgrowth of rhe mission’ was. the xcport and

pjotcnml as scagomg fighting

guns in a forward position. The tucrer guns
casily and safely handled in a seaway than guns of a
broadside vessel.

The axis of the bore of the 15- 1mh gum was
six-and- onc-half feet above the water, and the extreme
furch observed when lying broadside '
and moderate gale was seven degrees to wmdw.\rd and
four dcgrccs to. lccward (or a mean of hw: and onc-half
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successful gun is just half this size . . . Another
advantage the Americans have is light tonnage with
heavy armament; the Miantonomoh is but fifteen
hundred tons with four, hundred and cighty pound-
s v ers. The latest model the English have is a light
TS cruiser, twenty-four hundred tons burden, with guns
. one quarter the size of the Mianionomob’s. Conse-
©quently, the Americans are far ahead of us in com-
bining light ronnage with heavy armament. Of
. . course, there are other points for consideration,
- . where the Monitor might not appear to so much
e _advantage. The speed of the Miantonomaob, for in-
_ - “stance, in her voyage across the Atlantic was but
seven an hour, and her maximum is only put at nine.
Either the Warrior or the Achilles, therefore, would
run across her with ease. Then her enormous guns
. are of a very peculiar partern and capacity. They are
- made to throw very heavy shot with a very low
© velocity, a principle not approved by artillerists in
this country. In fact, we have no evidence of the
- actual power of the Dahlgren gun against really
. good armour-plating, nor is it certain that the
300-pounders of the Bellerophon, if tried against the
. Hercules targer, would not prove as effective as the
.. 450-pounders of the Miantonomob. What the Ameri-
- cans have shown is this—that they can send
“450-pound guns to sea in a 1,500 vessel.”

e ‘Thc London Times article went on to discuss Ameri-
can naval policy:

"The Americans, however, are reconstructing their .

. U. 8. Naval Institute Procssdings, March 1978

tors but they also have cruisers built especially for
speed, though carrying very powerful guns . . . it
is clear that the Americans . . . arc recognizing two
classes of vessels—one built solely for offensive and
defensive power, the other for power in combination
with extraordinary speed. Our first-rate Ironclads are
probably unequalled for the union of all these quali-
ties together.

"We have no doubt that many a fault could be
found in American and Italian ironclads, but, in the

navy on a double princip“lc. Thcy have their Moni- =0

.. meantime, their weight of metal is far in‘excess of = -
~ ours, and there is a strong and growing presumiption”

e mcM:mlmomabncxt m]cd td Chcrbonfg with_]oll';ﬁ; D
Bigelow, U. S. Minister to France. On Friday, 6 July,

in the presence of Bigelow, Fox had an interview with
Emperor Napoleon IIL. In the course of their conversa-
tion, Napoleon expressed great interest in the Mian-
fonomolr and no litcle surprise that she had crossed the
ocean with only two feet of frecboard.

Fox told him that he “had crossed sixty-four times,
but never so comfortably nor with such a sense of
security as in this monitor.” P

Later in the week, Fox met with the Emperor’s

cousin, Prince Napoleon. This roly-poly, look-alike i

of his uncle, Bonaparte, had been christened Jerome,
but was known irreverently as “Plon-Plon." Capricious
and irascible, Plon-Plon told Fox, “Do not be too
friendly with Russia.”

Fox replied: “Russia and America have no rival
interest. Russia has always been friendly to America,
and we reciprocate the feeling.”

“But you can stand alone,” Prince Napoleon said,
"You do not want friends.”

Fox answered: “When it was doubrful whether we
should ever stand again, at 2 time when most powerful
nations menaced us, Russia felt and expressed her sym-
pathy for us, and America will never forger it.”

After a few moments silence, Plon-Plon retorted,
“Russia is for herself alone.” And the subject was
changed.

After his interview with Napoleon II1, Fox returned
to Cherbourg accompanied by many French dignitaries,
all of whom examined the vessel. Perhaps it is not
surprising that the country that produced Nicolas
Chauvin, and gave to the world the word “Chauvinism,”
should produce many other “experts” who would an-
nounce publicly that they thought that their country’s
most powerful ship could sink her in action. These
French superpatriots pointed out thar the American

‘monitor would only make 8Y, knots, whereas, in 1863,

- that in fature actions weight of meral may carry the
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Napoleon 111
successful gun is jusc half this size . . . Another
advantage the Americans have is light ronnage with
heavy armament; the Miantonomob is but fifteen
hundred rons with four, hundred and eighty pound-
crs. The latest model the English have is a light
cruiser, rwenty-four hundred tons burden, with guns
. one quarter the size of the Miantonomob’s. Conse-
quently, the Americans are far ahead of us in com-
bining light ronnage with heavy armament. Of
course, there are other points for consideration,
where the Monitor might not appear to so much
advantage. The speed of the Miantonomob, for in-
stance, in her voyage across the Atlantic was but
seven an hour, and her maximum is only put at nine.
Either the Warrior or the Achilles, therefore, would
run across her with ease. Then her enormous guns
- are of a very peculiar pattern and capacity. They are
- made to throw very heavy shot with a very low
~ velocity, a principle not approved by artillerists in
. this country. In fact, we have no evidence of the
. actual power of the Dahlgren gun against really
- good armour-plating, nor is it certain that the
- 300-pounders of the Bellergphon, if tried against the
Hercules targer, would not prove as effective as the
450-pounders of the Miantonomob. What the Ameri-
cans have shown is this—that they can send
450-pound guns to sea in a 1,500 vessel.”

. The London Times atticle went on to discuss Ameri- - .-
:f’;,,y'gyjcan naval policy: ] e, i

"= “"The Americans, however, are rcconSt“rqcfiiig%;theif,

navy on a double principle. They have their Moni-
tors but they also have cruisers buile especially for
speed, though carrying very powerful guns . . . it
is clear that the Americans . . . are recognizing two
classes of vessels—one built solely for offensive and
defensive power, the other for power in combination
with extraordinary speed. Our first-rate Ironclads are
probably unequalled for the union of all these quali-
ties together.

"We have no doubt that many a fault could be
found in American and Italian ironclads, but, in the
meantime, their weight of metal is far in excess of
ours, and there is a strong and growing presumption
that in future actions weight of metal may carry the
day.”

The Muantonomok next sailed to Cherbourg with John
Bigelow, U. S. Minister to France. On Friday, 6 July,
in the presence of Bigelow, Fox had an interview with
Emperor Napoleon I11. In the course of their conversa-
tion, Napoleon expressed grear interest in the Mian-
tonomob and no litcle surprise that she had crossed the
ocean with only two feet of freeboard.

Fox told him that he “had crossed sixty-four times,
but never so comfortably nor with such a sense of
security as in this monitor.” 2

Later in the week, Fox met with the Emperor’s
cousin, Prince Napoleon. This roly-poly, look-alike
of his uncle, Bonaparte, had been christened Jerome,
but was known irreverently as “Plon-Plon.” Capricious
and irascible, Plon-Plon told Fox, “Do not be 100
friendly with Russia.”

Fox replicd: “"Russia and America have no rival
interest. Russia has always been friendly to America,
and we reciprocate the feeling.”

“But you can stand alone,” Prince Napoleon said,
"You do not wanr friends.”

Fox answered: "“When it was doubtful whether we
should ever stand again, at a time when most powerful
nations menaced us, Russia felt and expressed her sym-
pathy for us, and America will never forget it.”

After a few moments silence, Plon-Plon retorted,
“Russia is for herself alone.” And the subject was
changed.

After his interview with Napoleon II1, Fox returned
to Cherbourg accompanied by many French dignitarics,
all of whom examined the vessel. Perhaps it is not
surprising that the country that produced Nicolas
Chauvin, and gave to the world the word “Chauvinism,”
should produce many other “experts” who would an-
nounce publicly thac they thought that their country’s

- most powerful ship could sink her in action. These

French superpatriots pointed out that the American

- monitor would only make 8¢, knots, whereas, in 1863,
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The Amercan mission Junched with the Tsar
_on board his yacht, During the repast, His Majesty
. offered a toast: “I drink to the prosperity of your
" country, and hope thar the fraternal feelings which now
“‘exist may continue forever.”
- Many dinners and partics were given the American
- mission and a new piece of music, the “Miantonomoh
- Gallop,” was even composed in its honor, Many toasts
... were drunk to the rwo countries as the American naval
<, officers toured the Russian cities and inspected Russian
.-~ ships and their armament.
 Alexander II presented Fox with 282 rare volumes,
 all of which eventually found their way into the Smith-
. sonian Institution. There were also 2 number of other
. gifts given to Fox and the mission, including gold snuff
. boxes, commemorative medals, photographs, and di-
- plomas of henorary citizenship.
On 15 September 1866, the American squadron left
Russia, the martial music and cheering throngs
drowned out from time to time by the thundering

- for international fraternicy.

. volley of salutes from the forts. The monitor, conceived

~as an instrument of destruction, had become a vehicle -
" the deck but, after reaching the turret, the water’s force

~ was still sufficient to prevent the firing of the 15-inch
“-guns in a forward position. The turrer guns were more
casily and safely handled in a seaway than guns of a

~ 7" The next stop was Stockholm, Sweden, where Fox, *
~ and his caprains were presented to King Charles XV
- at the Royal Palace. As had by now become custo-
... mary, the Swedish monarch and members of his court
:visited the American ships. Fox received them: on -
board the Miantonomob with the customary honors,
- The American ships arrived at the Prussian port of
Kiel on 1 October and, after a short stay, they made -
the short journey to Hamburg. Here they remained a.

broadside vessel:. . -

- week and the monitor experienced the usual flood of &

- visitors. On the 15th, the Miantonomob put to sea in
. heavy weather, carrying the Russian admiral who had =
- commanded the squadron that had visited San Fran
-+ cisco, When she arrived at Cherbourg three days later
-+ theadmiral expressed his delight with the performanc
7 of the vessel.

During the winter, the American vessels then cruised
around the southern part of Europe. They visited, in
order: Brest, France; Lisbon, Portugal; Cadi, Spain;
Gibraltar; Malaga, Cartagena, and Barcelona, Spain; the
French ports of Marseilles and Toulon; Mahon on the
Spanish island of Minorca; and the Iralian ports of Genoa,
Leghorn, Civita Vecchia, and Naples.

On 2 May, the ships left Naples for the rerurn trip
to Philadelphia. Their second trip across the Atlantic
was made under very favorable weather conditions
except for two days—the second day out of Naples
and the day before arriving in Delaware. The Miantono-
mob was in tow, “as a martter of convenience and
precaution rather than necessity,” the greater part of
the way—1900 miles. The recurn trip was somewhat
slower; her average speed dropped from seven to six-
and-a-half knots.

Coal was taken on at Barbados Island, after 13 days

and two hours at sea. The Miantonomoh took on 417 .
tons, of which she burned 348 tons, or 24 tons per - ,
day, on the return trip. Improvised sails were made of . -
her awnings. From Nassau the vessels took a direct ..

routc to Philadelphia, arriving in that port on 22 July .
1867.

In retrospect, Gustavus Fox's odyssey in the Mianto-
nomok seems almost quaint, a droll vignerte wherein
“dining with the crowned heads of Europe” and escort-
ing bejewcled damsels became almost a bore. Was i,
then, much pomp and circumstance, but a journey of
very little consequence?

One outgrowth of the mission was the report and
the recommendations Fox would make to Secretary
Welles on the monitors' potential as seagoing fighting
cruisers. He noted that, in 2 moderate gale, head-on
to the scas, the monitor would take abour four fect
of solid water. This would be broken as it swept along

The axis of the bore of the 15-inch guns was

six-and-one-half feet above the water, and the extreme
 lurch observed when:lying broadside to a heavy sca
-~ and moderate gale was seven:degrees to windward and

our degrees to leeward, (or 2 mean of five-and-one-half




Tsar Alexander 1T

On approaching port, the Augusta ran up the Rus-
sian ensign and fired the national salute of 21 guns.
The public had been notified thar the fieet would arrive,
and a steamboat—with a band on board playing *Hail

... Columbia”—went out to meet the Americans, The pier

“was crowded with cheering spectators. The Miantono-

- mab was visited by many dignitaries and her crew was
.- congratulated on their safe arrival. Invitations were sent
... by the government to visit the different cities.

Fox and Commanders Murray and Beaumont went

- ashore to pay their respects to the military governor
- of Kronstadt, after which they went to St. Petersburg
~ by steamer.

On arriving in the Russian capital, Fox paid his
respects to U, S. Minister Cassius Clay, and gave him
a written report of his arrival.

In St. Petersburg, Fox, Clay, Commanders Murray
and Beaumont, and other Americans went to the palace

“.of Peterhof to present the Congressional Resolution to
~ Alexander I1. Court officials met the party at the rail-
¢ way station, and they traveled by carriage ro the palace,
.. where they were received by the Tsar and His Excel-

lency Prince Gortchakoff, Minister of Forcign Affairs.

~ Fox read the Resolution in English and the Tsar re-

sponded in a speech which was translated by Prince
Gorrchakoff into English as follows: "His Majesty
said that he rcjoiced ar the friendly relations exist-
ing between Russia and the United States, and he
was pleased to see that those relations were so well
appreciated in America.” The Tsar closed by remarking
that the cordial reception which had been given to his

Prince Gortchakoff

" "Blue Water Monitor

squadrons in the United States would never be effaced
from his memory. i
While at Kronstadt the Miantonomob went into the -
navy yard to have some work done and have the towing
cable repaired. The Russians fashioned a new rowing -
cable—13 inches in diameter and 165 fathoms long,
fitted with bridles—but refused to accept payment for
it. This gcncrositv was typical of the Russian hospital- . .
ity and entertainment that were showered upon chc
Americans. S
On 8 August 1866, after his audience with the Tsar R O
Fox sent a telegram to Secretary of State Seward. This )
first message ever transmitted from Russia to America’:
over the newly-laid Aclantic cable informed Secretary
of State Seward: :

“RESOLUTION OF CONGRESS PRESENTED -
PERSONALLY TO EMPEROR OF RUSSIA AT
ONE TODAY.

FOX.” "

Fox, his secretaries, Commanders Murray and Bea
mont, Clay, and Jeremiah Curtin, Secretary of thf:;l,y.',f :
Legation ar St. Petersburg, then proceeded to Kronstadt. A
to join the squadron, and assist at the receprion for .
the Tsar, who had indicated his desire to visit the ships. .

The Emperor first boarded the Miantomomob, and
after examining the monitor, he and his retinue pro-
ceeded to the Augusta. From the deck of the Awugusta,
the Tsar witnessed an Imperial Salute, fired by the

. Miantonomab's 15-inch guns. It was thc first salure ever
"”rcndcrcd b'. rh::. (I.ISS ol gun. ie
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The Russian fieet was ordered home in April 1864.
A year later, President Lincoln was shot by an assassin
and Russia sent condolences. On 16 April 1866,
Alexander was saved from the attack of an assassin.
Cassius Clay, U.S. Minister to Russia, sent a dispatch
to Secretary of State William N. Seward reporting whar
had happened. In response, the Congress not only voted
to send its congratulations to the Emperor but, for
added significance, resolved to send a special envoy in
a national vessel to carry the dispatch,

The Assistant Secretary of the Navy, Gustavus Vasa
Fox, whose efficient administration of this office and
role in the development of the monitor during the
Civil War had won recognition both at home and
abroad, was chosen as the American emissary.* Fox
asked for, and gor, permission to make the journey in
a monitor, a class of vessel which had never before
crossed the Atlantic. One of his reasons for the selec-

*Ser J. D. Hayes, “Capuain Fox—He 1S the Navy Department,” U. S. Naval
Instivute Proceedings, Seprember 1963, pp. 64-71.

tion of a monitor was to give European nations a look
at this latest achicvement of New World enterprise and
ingenuity. The vessel chosen was the Miantonomob, Two
wooden men-of-war, the Augusta and the Ashuelos,
were to accompany her,

Earlier, on 9 March 1862, Fox had been impressed
by the new monitors while witnessing the action be-
tween the Monitor and the Merrimac at Hampton
Roads. He had turned over the monitor program to
John Ericsson. Probably because Ericsson did not

bother to make tests on the construction, but simply

turned out drawings from which they were built, most
of the early ones had poor ventilation, were very slow,
burned a lot of coal, and were not always buoyant,
It was Fox, t00, who had persuaded John Dahlgren
to design a 15-inch gun for monitors,

The Secretary of the Navy, Gideon Welles, gave Fox
addirional instructions. He was to collect information
about the most important naval stations in Europe; to
observe their methods of building, repairing, and
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- miles and had only enough coal left ro steam two days.
* ¢ Thus, it is questionable whether she could have made
.. the voyage alone in rough weather. The Augusta had
" a ten-day supply of coal left. The American vessels
dropped anchor near the English flagship Black Prince
and rendered a 13-gun salute, which was promptly

: 'Evmpv. Although the Mjantonomoh must bave

- looked insignificant between the two splendid English
broadside ironclads, Ackilles and Black Prince, her pow-
erful guns could easily have obliterated both of them,
- When Fox and Commander Murray called on the
- admiral in command at Queenstown, they found him
. hiigh on a bluff, spyglass in hand, examining the moni-
- . ..tor. After introductions, the British admiral asked Fox,

. “Did you cross the Atlantic in that thing?” Fox replied
-+ that he had, indeed, to which the admiral retorted, 1

- doubt if I would!"

Fox left the Miantonamoh at Queenstown and, after
visiting Dublin, went to London, where a dinner was
given in his honor. He was also presenced to Queen

. Victoria at Buckingham Palace and given a tour of

. -Royal Navy dockyards and vessels.

" Before the Miantonomoh and Augusta left Queens-
~~ -town for Portsmouth and the Ashuelot sailed for Lis-
',',‘bon," an English journalist reflecred:

“A strange vessel, with a stranger name has just
.. amived. What Miantonomobh may acrually signify we
-« shall not proceed to inquire; what she represents is

* @ macter of very great importance, indeed. She is

a real, genuine monitor—a true specimen of thar
singular fleet on which Americans rely for their
position on the seas. As these vessels resemble no

other floating thing, it follows almost inevitably

that, if the American shipbuilders are right, ours

./ must be wrong, and it is our imperative duty to
. investigate the subject without prejudice or delay.”

6,109-ton Warrior in 1860. A good deal of controversy

raged over the merit of these ships, From 1860 to 1866,

the Admiralty had built both large, wooden ships,
protected by iron plates, and some iron hulls: but,
significancly, after 1866, no large wooden-hull ships
would be laid down. The Bellergphan, built in England

- in 1863, carried 9vinch rified guns, .
- -~ On Friday, 29 June, Fox, the Duke of Somerset. the |
~ Comptroller-General of the Royal Navy, Rear Admiral -

- a pilot was taken on board the Augusta and headed:

. her for Cork harbor. The vessels arrived at Queenstown,
i Ircland, at 4:00 p.m., after a voyage of ten days and -
-~ cighteen hours. The monitor had been in tow for 1,000

. European countries were also building ironclads ar
:_ this time, but they were large, decp-draughe, high-sided, ~
~ iron-plated, floating batieries. France had built La . -
Gloire, in 1859, and the British had built the 32-gun, .

,Flﬁé’},W!uanﬂ“'P‘,‘\ 8

R. S. Robinson, and scveral other high Admiraley
officials, went to Portsmouth to board the Miantone-
mob. The vessel was thoroughly inspected, and her guns
fired. The Duke of Somerset, who was First Lord of
the Admiralty, remarked to Fox that he did not think
any cast iron made in England could endure such det-
onations.

At the Portsmouth Naval Station, British experts
were allowed to board and inspect the Miantomomob
and many Englishmen agreed with the panicky London -
Times wrirer who bleated, “The wolf is in our fold,
the whole flock at its mercy.”

Perhaps, as some argued, the Miantonomob was supe- .
rior to any fighting machine then possessed by Eng- ~ -
land; but, after apparently reconsidering the matter, the
London Times offered 2 far less strident appraisal of the
vessel: S G an s farr ARl : : i

“The American Monitor:is literally a floating gun
carriage, nothing more. She has not the least resem- " -
blance to any ordinary man-of-war cither in shape
or arrangements, but she does carry guns—enormous ;
ones, too, and the Miantonomob has carried them
across the Aclantic. These guns weigh upward of
twenty tons, they have a bore of fifteen inches, and
throw a four hundred and eighty pound shot. The
monitor has two of these guns in each of her rusrets. 5
Now, if the calibre of a gun is to decide the advan:: - .
tage in acrion, we have certainly nothing to match
the bartery of the Miantonomob, Out latest and most

Queen Victoria
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