THIS OLD GUN

A Gift For A Frier a

In the early morning hours of April 12,
1861, in what was to become one of the wa-
tershed battles of the Civil War, Confeder-
ate General PG.T. Beauregard ordered the
batteries he commanded to open fire on
Fort Sumter.

This site was the federal import tariff-collect-
ing station situated on an island at the mouth of
Charleston Harbor in South Carolina. When word
of Sumter’s fall reached Washington, D.C., Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln declared a national emer-
gency and called on the governors of the states and
territories to raise 75,000 volunteers to defend the
Union and put down the rebellion. He called for 90-
day enlistments, naively believing that the Civil War
would not last for more than three months. This
call-to-arms was answered with great enthusiasm
throughout all of the northern states. By June 1861,
Washington, D.C., was a staging ground for the new
Union Army of the Potomac, deployed less than 100
miles from the Confederate capital of Richmond,
Virginia.

General Irvin McDowell was given command of
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the Army of the Potomac and ordered by President
Lincoln to prematurely march on Richmond, before
the troops were properly drilled and trained. Me-
Dowell complained because, with the exception of
some trained militia, the recruits were mostly civil-
ian volunteers from large cities, few of whom had
the combat experience of the Confederate soldier.
The northern army also lacked the military training
necessary to act as a cohesive force.

Lincoln’s response to McDowell was that the Con-
federates were also inexperienced. In reality, South-
erners were not ill prepared when it came to armed
conflict. They had been fighting Indians, British,
French, Spanish, Mexicans, and each other for more
than 100 years. The Mexican War in 1846-1848 had
been a severe test for much of the Confederate lead-
ership, including President Jefferson Davis, who
as a colonel led the 1st Mississippi Rifles to victory
against Santa Anna at Buena Vista.

On the other hand, Lincoln had very little military
training or experience, and thus he acted politically.
He micromanaged the war using a series of high-
profile generals for three long years of fighting until
finally surrendering control of the Union Army to
General Ulysses S. Grant in 1864. A veteran of the



Mexican War and hero of the Battle of Vicksburg,
Grant understood the realities of warfare.

The First Confederate Congress was scheduled to
convene in Richmond on July 20, 1861, and Lincoln
was anxious to advance the Union army, disrupt that
gathering, and possibly capture the leaders of the re-
bellion. Four days prior to that meeting, on July 16,
1861, he ordered McDowell to advance on Richmond
with 35,000 of the short-term volunteers and a small
number of experienced militia and regulars.

General Beauregard was in command of 18,000
Confederates from Virginia, Mississippi, Alabama,
Georgia, and Louisiana. They were deployed at
Manassas Station, Virginia, approximately 25 miles
south of Washington, D.C., along the south bank of
Bull Run Creek. Due to a lack of good military intel-
ligence, General McDowell was unaware that Beau-
regard’s forces were about to be reinforced by 10,000
more troops, coming east by rail from the Shenan-
doah Valley, under General Joseph E. Johnston.

After a brief skirmish near Vienna, Virginia, the
Union Army attacked the Confederate position along
the south shore of Bull Run. The 1st Brigade of the
1st Division under General Tyler led the charge.

The 1st Connecticut Infantry fought hand-to-
hand with the 7th Georgia Infantry, and initially, the
Union prevailed because they had a numerical ad-
vantage. They pushed the Confederates back to a po-
sition on Henry House Hill, where General Thomas
Jackson of Virginia and his troops stood like a stone
wall against the Union advance. Halt-
ing the resistance earned this leader,
perhaps the greatest Confederate field
commander, the nickname “Stonewall”
that he is still known by today. -

During the afternoon of July 21,

- General Beauregard, now reinforced
by General Johnston’s soldiers, ordered
a counter-attack along the entire line.
Confederate reinforcements led by
Jubal Early were able to repel the right
flank of the Union line, an action that
immediately caused a panic among the
federal forces.

The retreat turned into a rout,
known thereafter as “The Great Skedaddle.” Casual-
ties (dead, wounded, and missing) were about 3,000
on the Union side and approximately 1,800 Confed-
erate soldiers.

In the aftermath of the Battle of ist Manassas
(known as st Bull Run in the North), the enlist-
ment of the “three-month men” expired, and Lincoln

called for the enrollment of 300,000 additional sol-
diers. The reality of war had finally hit home.

An important part of the story that is the subject
of this article started when the call for these 90-day
volunteers was made in April 1861. The State of Con-
necticut responded immediately and raised three
regiments of short-term recruits. The core of these
units consisted of local militias that were trained and
drilled in military tactics.

One of the most elite of these was the Hartford
Light Guard, which mustered into the 1st Connecti-

"cut Volunteer Infantry on April 15, 1861. This unit

was “the point of the spear” in the Union advance on
Manassas Station on July 21.

Firearm manufacturer Samuel Colt, of Hartford,
had many personal friends who were soldiers in the
Light Guard, including Captain John C. Comstock,
leader of Company A, 1st Connecticut Infantry.

Captain Comstock was 40 years old when he re-
treated with his men from Manassas Station, arriv-
ing in Washington, D.C., on July 22, 1861, at which
time he mustered out of the service. He, along with
many other soldiers, was suffering from the diseases
ever present in the area’s tidal swamp. Diagnosed
with consumption and sent home to Hartford, he
died in February 1862.

Samuel Colt gave the Colt New Model 1861 Navy
Revolver shown here to Captain Comstock as a token
of friendship and respect for the role that the soldier
played in defense of the Union.
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The revolver, of the finest quality, was engraved by
Conrad Ulrich, Jr. It is silver plated and stocked with
elephant ivory grips, as is fitting for one of the last
presentations made by Colt to a good friend.

Tom Power, of Utopia, researches and collects histori-
cal and antique firearms. Photos from the author.
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Navy

a.k.a. Model 1861 Navy Revolver,
Unique Civil War Gift from
Colonel Colt to
Captain J.C. Comstock,
of the Hartford Light Guard.
A Military Unit Organized by



Selected Volunteers for the Civil War,
and Funded by Fellow Member
Colonel Samuel Colt -

The Armaments Being Colt Firearms.
k%

The Backstrap Engraved in Script:
“Col. Colt to Capt. J.C. Comstock
Hartford Light Guard”

Serial Number

18670
LE.
The L.LE. Meaning: Ivory Grips and Engraved.

Extremely Rare Example of
The Colt Company
Serial Number-by-Year Records Having a
Significant and Historic Exception,
The High Serial Number, 18670
From a Batch of Serial Numbers
Previously Identified as Only Made
Following The Death of Colonel Colt,
on 10 January 1862
k%
The “Late Vine Scroll”
Engraved Decoration Attributed to
Factory Artisan Conrad F. Ulrich,



With Coverage on the
Barrel, Wedge, Frame, Backstrap,
Triggerguard and Hammer.
One-Piece Elephant Ivory Grips.
Silver-Plated Finish on All Major Parts
With the Screws Finished in Blue.
k%
Captain Comstock a High-Ranking
Officer
of the Hartford Light Guard,
of Which Colonel Colt Was the
Commanding and Founding Officer.
The Only Other Hartford Light Guard
Revolver Known to the Writer is
Colt Model 1851 Navy No. 19471
Inscribed:
Col. Colt to the Light Guard
Conrad Friedrich Ulrich
Is Known to Have Engraved
For the Colt Factory as Early as 1860
and His Long and Distinguished Career
Is Featured in Numerous Books,
Most Notably the Author’s
The Colt Engraving Book, Volume 1



The history of Samuel Colt’s use of presentation
revolvers to persons he wished to honor and recognize
has been thoroughly studied in various reference
works. Among these are the author’s Samuel Colt
Presents (1961), The Book of Colt Engraving (1974),
The Colt Heritage (1979), Colt Engraving (1982),
Colt An American Legend (1985), Fine Colts The Dr.
Joseph A. Murphy Collection (1999), and The Colt
Engraving Book (2002; Volume I).

The subject was dramatically presented in Colt
An American Legend, where Chapter VI bears the title
“With Compliments of Colonel Colt.” To quote from
the first page of that chapter:

No more exotic and appealing Colt
firearms were made than those used for
presentations by the Colonel himself. Whether
a standard model distinguished solely by an
inscription or a dazzling, gold-inlaid,
engraved, inscribed, and cased special-order
masterpiece, the aura of rarity and historical
importance is mainly due to the gun’s use by
Samuel Colt as a personal presentation.

Closely allied to the wave of sentimental
gifts made to heroes of America’s midcentury
wars and her westward expansion, the Colt
revolver was rivaled only by the deluxe sword
in this mini-avalanche of presentation items.



And of all the presenters, no one individual or
institution would ever surpass, or indeed come
close to matching, the largesse of Samuel Colt.

So significant is this aspect of Colt’s
modus operandi that it prompted a major
museum exhibition and a 313-page book,
both entitled Samuel Colt presentations (held
in 1961; by the Wadsworth Atheneum,
Hartford). ...

CAPTAIN JOHN C. COMSTOCK, Co. A,
First Regiment Connecticut Volunteers

As documented in The Military and Civil
History of Connecticut During The War of
1861-65, by W.A. Croffut and John M. Morris
(published 1868), gunmaker Colonel Samuel
Colt was the principal involved in recruiting a
regiment for preserving the Union. Pages 73-74
of that title present a detailed history. The basics
on what proved to be an unfulfilled endeavor is
quoted as follows:

On the 25'% of April [1861], Col. Sam.
Colt offered to raise a regiment, and arm
it with revolving [breech] rifles of his own
manufacture. His purpose was to have
every man over six feet high, and a good



shot, - a regiment of accomplished
grenadiers; and, on May 16, he was
commissioned colonel of the First
Connecticut Revolving Rifles. Parts of
companies rendezvoused on South
Meadows, at Hartford, in accordance
with this plan, under Major George D.
Chapman. There was soon disagreement
concerning arms, the appointment of
subalterns, and other important matters;
and Col. Colt’s commission was revoked
June 20, and the regiment, then
numbering nearly seven hundred men,
was disbanded. . . . More than half the
men returned to their homes; but those
remaining were organized into skeleton
companies, and designated as the Fifth
Connecticut. Orris S. Ferry was
immediately commissioned as colonel,
and abandoned a lucrative law-practice
for the field. The camp was transferred to
a lot on the New-Haven turnpike, a short
distance out of Hartford.

Memorial History of Hartford County, by
J.H. Trumbull (1886; pages 52 and 53) lists

Captain Comstock as an officer of the First



Regiment Connecticut Volunteers. First, to quote
from page 52:

Infantry Co. A, Hartford, Capt. J.C.
Comstock.

And on page 53, under the heading “Field and Staff.”:

Co. A, J.C. Comstock, Captain, [. . . of
Hartford]

Yet another source, Record of Service of
Connecticut Men in the Army and Navy of the United
States During the War of the Rebellion (1889) presents
the following documentation on Captain Comstock

(page 1):

The First Regiment of the three months’ men
was recruited under the proclamation of
President Lincoln, issued Monday, April 15,
1861, and the call of Governor Buckingham
issued the day following.

Anticipating the call of the Governor,
recruiting had begun so promptly that by the
16" many companies were ready to report
with more than the minimum required, and
Rifle Company A of Hartford, with George S.
Burnham, Captain, Joseph R. Hawley, 1%
Lieutenant, Albert W. Drake, 2d Lieutenant,



had completed its organization with full ranks.
This company and Rifle Company A, Captain
John C. Comstock, left Hartford for the
rendezvous at New Haven, April 26" The
regiment was at once organized with Dan.
Tyler of Norwich, as Colonel, George S.
Burnham, Lieut.-Colonel, and John L.
Chatfield, Major.

The fate of Captain John C. Comstock in service
was similar to that of innumerable other Union and
Confederate soldiers — death by disease. According to
the Captain’s service record (dated March 6, 1889),
he was in the Connecticut Volunteers from April 227
1861, signed up for three months service, and was
“mustered out with Company July 31, 1861 ....”

A record dated June 1, 1888 provides information
about the service record of Captain John C.
Comstock. Headed “PROOF OF DISABILITY.” this
document, in a statement by George C. Burnham,
Notary Public, indicated he was acquainted with
“Capt John C. Comstock” and that:

After the battle of Bull Run, all under my
command were subjected to undue hardship,
on account of severe weather and on account
of the long march. We had no tents and were
held at Falls Church Va in a severe rain storm
without protection whatever. Captain



Comstock’s health was very much impaired by
the reason thereof and broke down completely
in the same month after his muster out July
31, 1861. He died in Feb 1862 of Consumption,
in my mind brought on by the exposure and
fatigue. I saw him from time to time during his
sickness and he was entirely disabled from
doing any duty whatever or labor. I knew
Capt. Comstock for at least 14 years
performing duty with him in a Military Co.
and I always considered him in good health
until the time before spoken of.

CAPTAIN JOHN C. COMSTOCK'’S
PRESENTATION COLT MODEL 1861
NAVY REVOLVER, Serial No. 18670/1.E.

Documentation indicating Conrad F. Ulrich as
engraver of Serial No. 18670/LE. appears in the
writer’s The Colt Engraving Book, and more
specifically in Colt Factory Engravers of the 19"
Century (H.G. Houze, 2012). With a distinguished
career including with the Colt, Winchester, and
Marlin factories, and as an artist-engraver of
enormous talent, C.F. Ulrich had the advantage of
studying with masters the likes of Gustave Young.

The distinctive patterns from his hand on Colt
Model 1861 Navy No. 18670/1.E. includes the style



known as the “Late Vine,” an elegant presentation
without stippled background, and often with a shaded
lazy S motif on the barrel lug.

The backstrap inscription is cut in an elegant
scroll:
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Richly engraved and finished in silver-plating,
with blued screws, and fitted with a handsomely
mellow-patina set of elephant ivory grips, Serial No.
18670/1.E. is a finely rendered example of classic
engraving on one of the most beautiful models of all
Colt percussion revolvers, the Model 1861 Navy.

The high serial range suggests the importance of
this revolver. Colonel Colt himself was in ill health at
the time of manufacture. C.F. Ulrich is considered to
have begun his career at Colt c. 1860. The use of the
I.E. marking designating ivory and engraved was just
coming into service. And the push for manufacturing
of handguns could well be the reason for the serial
numbering at a range higher than estimated from what
relatively few factory serial records have survived.

It is possible that as an important presentation,
the revolver had such special or rushed attention in
the engraving department that a mistaken serial

10



marking was employed. It could also be that Colt
wanted the public and the industry to feel that his
production numbers were higher than the actual . . .
and so one or more revolvers that would be observed
by important industry and military persons bore
higher serial markings than the period of mid-1861.

Colt’s is known, e.g., of skipping numbers to
make it appear that more pieces were made than
actual fact. A prime example of this is deluxe cased
and engraved Model 1851 Navy revolver, Serial No.
69367, on pages 66 and 67 of Colt An American
Legend and The Colt Heritage. To quote from the
caption:

Navy No. 69367 is representative of the very
finest in a London Colt, rich in finish,
superbly engraved, and cased in a sturdy
London box of felt-lined, brassbound oak.
Proof stampings on the barrel were framed by
the light English scrolls. Since only about
42,000 London Navys were produced, the high
serial range of this specimen is hard to
explain. Colt fanciers must expect to
occasionally come upon unexplainable
mysteries of manufacture which spark the
imagination.

The writer is satisfied that the presentation from
Colonel Colt to Captain J.C. Comstock of the First




Connecticut Regiment, Hartford Light Guard, is a fine
example of an extremely rare Colt firearm, proudly
boasting an inscription reflecting the fact that “No
more exotic and appealing Colt firearms were
made than those used for presentations by the
Colonel himself.”
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Li€ul. Lol yustavus Schindler Imp. Royal Engineers - Vienna from (he
Inventor™ ;
“Edwd. N. Dickerson from $.C.”

“To Genl. Frank Pierce from Col. Colt”

*“To Col. Lally from Col. Colt”’

“Ben McCulloch from the Inventor”

“Genl. Harney, U.S.A. from Sam Colt”

“Purser Slamm-USN From Sam Colt”

*“Colonel Charles L. Holbrook from the Inventor”
"‘Presented to the Earl Of Cardigan by the Inventor”
Fig. 62

“Presented to the Earl of Cardigan by the Inventor”
Fig. 62

“Judge Wayne from the Inventor”

““Col. Colt to the Light Guard” All

‘“Maj. Sherman U.S.A. From the Inventor”

“Col. Thos. H. Seymour From the Inventor”
“*James M. Mason from the Inventor” 3

“Presented to Waldemar de Badisco Attache a la Legation Imperiale d
Russie by the Inventor”

Fig. 63
“Presented to the Connecticut Historical Society by Col. Colt”’

“Col. J. W. Ripley From the Inventor”

: . Figure 84
UL NAVY MODEL of 1851, Serial No. 69640, inscribed on backstrap: “H.A.G.
e " from Col. Colt 1858” (Photograph courtesy the late William M. Locke)

HULT HOOT MODEL of 1855, Serial No. 4473 inscribed on backs
" " ’ i i trap: “H.A.G. P
el Colt 1838 (Photograph courtesy the late William M. roarwv omeroy

Figuve 62
COLT NAVY MODEL of 1851, Serial No. 18089 - inscribed on backstrap: “‘Presented ||
the Earl of Cardigan by the Inventor” (Photograph courtesy John S. duMont) o=

Figure 63
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first of many battles that he was to pat
ticipate in during the Civil War. No o
ever doubted his courage, daring a
willingness to carry the fight to thy
enemy. The following were among th
long list of battles in which he pa
ticipated; Williamsburg (where
captured the first battle flag ever caj
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He left the Military Academy on July 18,
1861 and reported to General Winfield
Scott on July 20th. the day preceding the
Battle of Bull Run. General Scott gave
him a choice of a position on his staff or
joining his company in the field. He chose
the latter and rode all night reaching
General McDowell’s headquarters early

...... ARV A4AMage VIR Aan cdisv,

“d by ihe Army of the Potomac), Seven
ftays liattle, Gaine's Mills, South
, tin, - Antietam, Chancellorsville,
‘¢, Wilderness, Trevillian
sher’s Hill, Five Forks and so

The pistols mentioned above are the
most important examples of this type of
historical pistol to come to light during
the course of this study. As previously
mentioned this is the most difficult of the
three types of historical pistols to
authenticate and this probably accounts
for the small number included in this

study.
V'

ulenant to Brigadier General by
’leasanton and for his conduct in
ng battles of the war he was
1 to Major General.

Part V — Presentations by Col. Colt
- Presentations of The Colt Patent
Firearms Mfg. Co.

~ Hw tollowing tabulation of Colonel Colt the author, there are undoubtedly others

Fiesentations was compiled by the author  in Museums and Private Collections
Wiing the course of this study. The which are not reported.
Whilation contains only those known to
Whitnes ville-Hartford Dragoon
UL T Inscription ,
ter “Presented by Sam Colt to Major Ben McCulloch Jan. 4,1848”

Fig. 56
;_;_..:_ Muwdel Colt Dragoon

‘“Genl. Jose Rufino Echenique, President of the Republic of Peru Por el
Inventor”

“Samuel Colt to Eli Whitney, Jr.”

“To His Majesty Alexander 2’'nd Emperior of All the Russias, From the
Inventor Col. Colt”

‘“To His Imperial Highness ,
Inventor Col. Colt”

‘“To His Imperial Highness ,
Col. Colt”

Figure 35 ;
COLT NAVY MODEL of 1861, Serial No. 13511 and 13514, Pair of pistols presented

General George A. Custer during the Civil War (Photograph courtesy Arnold Marc
Chernoff) ;

[IRE

The Grand Duke, Constantine , From the

i The Grand Duke Michel ; From the Inventor

ult Focket Model of 1849

“R. Bayne from the Inventor’

‘“Presented by Col. Colt to George Clavering Redman ESQre. 1851
Fig. 57

“Edwd. N. Dickerson from S.C."

“Presented to Capt. Bissell, By Col. Sam Colt 1852"

Figure 56
COLT WHITNEYVILLE-HARTFORD
DRAGOON, Serial No. 1337 inscribed on
backstrap: ‘‘Presented by Sam Colt to
Major Ben McCulloch Jan. 4, 1848"
(Photograph courtesy Arnold Marcus
Chernoll)
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“Anson Chase From the Inventor”

““Thes. Addis Emmet from the Inventor”
“Honorable Wm. W. Eaton from the Inventor’
Fig. 58 and 59

“Col. Thos. Seymour from the Inventor”
“R.W.H. Jarvis from the Inventor”

“Captn. Bragg from the Inventor”

Fig. 60 and 61
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Colr Model 1851 Navy six shot 36 caliber percussion revolver. 7 1/2 inch octagonal barrel macked - ADDRESS SAML COLT NEW.YORK CITY - Left side of frame engraver
“COLT'S PATENT.” Naval engagement cylinder scene. Serial number 5605. Extra engraving on loading lever, frame and barrel. Cased in partition type case with “COLT'S PATENT"
slane charger flask, iron buller mold marked “COLT’S PATENT 36R.”

Colc Model 1851 Navy six shot 36 caliber percussion revolver. 7 1/2 inch octagonal barrel marked “- ADDRESS SAML COLT NEW YORK CITY -” Lefe side of frame
engraved “COLT'S PATENT.” Naval engagement cylinder scene. Serial number 19471 Backstrap engraved “COL COLT TO THE LIGHT GUARD.” Extra grade engraving
with dog head on left barrel flat, wolf head on hammer and bird head in the engraving pactern on the lefr side of the frame. Snake head on right barrel flac. Back of tnigger
guard marked “SEPTEMBER 14th, 1853.” In a birdseye maple partition type case wich “COLT'S PATENT” slane charger powder flask and brass buller mold marked on the
iron sprue cutter “COLT’S PATENT”.
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(“On .. .. Rotating Chambered-Breech Fire-Arms”),
proved a threat but also an impetus to British
gunmaking. And although he had become a sub-
ject of controversy, the ICE elected Colt an asso-
ciate member, an honor so coveted that a portrait
painted in later years included the diploma held
in the Colonel’s right hand.

Colt soon determined to erect a factory in
Britain, and in 1852 chose a site on the Thames
in London. The frustrations of establishing the
first production facility of any American manu-
facturer outside of his own country were increased
by the nature of the product, and no doubt by
the flamboyance and outspoken nature of the
Connecticut  Colonel. Writing his  colleague
Edward Dickerson in 1852, Colt offered some
observations on the enterprise:

they say the wird [world] was not madie] in a
minute. . . . Dam if | believe it would ever had
mad it if fel to the lot for Englishmen to take the
Job. but never mind | started on an round here
that must & shall be poot through somehow &
[ do not intend to turn my face towards home un-
till I make some kind of a beginning to say the
least. If it want for the cople Dozen Yankey Boys
& Yankey Tooles | think 1 might dispare of ever
accomplishing anything. . . . Yet they say here
when the Lion wags his tale all Europe trembles.
... it is my humble opinion that he may wag and
be damed so far as mecanick arts are conserned
his biggest flerish would not scare the youngest
of the Yankey Boyes [ brought here with me &
the old “critter” will soon begin to understand
she is yit to receive instruction & Pap from her
oldest child in her second childhood. . . .

Thanks partly to the supervision of his Hartford-
trained Yankee craftsmen, the workmanship and
quality of the Colt London-made arms was
excellent. The largest orders Colt ever received
up to the Civil War were contracts from the British

government totaling some 23,500 Navy pistols,
all of them products of the London factory.

Made at the London plant were the British
versions of the 1849 Pocket and 1851 Nawy, and
a group of about 700 Dragoons known to col-
lectors as the Hartford-English Model. All three
types were numbered in individual serial series,
and except for the Dragoons bore barrel rolls of
ADDRESS, COL. COLT LONDON. The Dragoons,
using Hartford-made parts but finished in London,
employed New York City barrel markings as
standard. All models bore the characteristic
British proof house stampings of a crown over
GP and a crown over V.

Collectors should not be confused by London
pistols with New York address and rolls, or Hart-
ford pistols with London rolls. The reason for these
intermixings was the use of obsolete or con-
venient parts, or the interest of the company in
helping a Hartford-made piece sell in Europe by
resorting to London barrel stampings. Thus the
presence of a London address marking does not
prove a weapon to be of London manufacture,
and a fair number of Hartford arms are so marked.
A few hundred London Nawy and most of the
London Dragoon pistols bore New York addresses;
all are in demand by collectors. Some features
pointing to London origin are the blued or silver-
plated steel gripstraps (on Pocket and Navy pistols),
British proof stampings (on barrels and cylinders),
special size number stamps for the serials, and the
serials themselves, which were in individual ranges:
1-700 for the Dragoons, 1-11000 for the Model
1849 Pocket, and 1-42000 for the 1851 Nawy.

Colt’s influence on British gunmaking and
on general manufacture was so significant that
in 1854 he was called before a Select Committee
on Small Arms appointed by the House of Com-

mons. The testimony of “Lieutenant-Colonel
Sam Colt” occupied some seventeen pages of
the report. The witness offered comments typi-
cally direct and immodest:

1076. Chairman.] YOU have a manufactory of
pistols in this country, have you not? —Yes, at
Thames-bank, near Vaushall-bridge.

1077, Are your pistols made by machinery?
—They are.

1078. When did you establish your manufactory?
—I opened my books on the 1st of January 1853.

1079. How many persons do you employ in
your manufactory? —I cannot exactly say: but
between 200 and 300.

1080. You have likewise a manufactory in the
United States, have you not? —1 have.

1081. How many persons do you employ there?
—Generally about 500.

1082. How many pistols do you estimate that
you can produce in your manufactory in the United
States? —In the United States, with 500 hands,
I can produce between 1,500 and 2,000 a week.

1083. And with the number of hands that vou
employ in this country, how many can you pro-
duce? —1 think if | were to confine myself to one
particular style of arm, and work from one model,
I could produce 1,000 a week.

1084. Do you make your pistols chiefly by
machinery? — Entirely, except taking the burr off
and passing the parts from one machine to an-
other, finishing and assembling the work.

1085. Do you consider that you make vour
pistols better by machinery than you could by
hand labour? —Most certainly.

1086. And cheaper also? —Much cheaper. . .

Nawy No. 69367 is representative of the very finest in a London
Colt, rich in finish, superbly engraved, and cased in a sturdy
London box of felt-lined, brassbound oak. Proof stampings on
the barrel were framed by the tight English scrolls. Since only
about 42,000 London Naws were produced, the high serial
range of this specimen is hard to explain. Colt fanciers must
expect to occasionally come upon unexplainable mysteres of
manufacture which spark the imagination.
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Chapter VI

“With Compliments of

No more exotic and appealing Colt firearms
were made than those used for presentations by
the Colonel himself. Whether a standard model
distinguished solely by an inscription or a dazzling,
gold-inlaid, engraved, inscribed, and cased spe-
cial-order masterpiece, the aura of rarity and his-
torical importance is mainly due to the gun’s use
by Samuel Colt as a personal presentation.

Closely allied to the wave of sentimental gifts
made to heroes of America’s midcentury wars and
her westward expansion, the Colt revolver was
rivaled only by the deluxe sword in this mini-ava-
lanche of presentation items. And of all the pre-
senters, no one individual or institution would

Any of these Paterson pistols could have been used as presen-
tations by Colt, since none is inscribed, and his gift arms of that
period lacked inscriptions. The Texas Model at top and bottom
came from the estate of Lincoln's Secretary of State, William
H. Seward, and might well have been given to him. More
appropriate for presentation was the Texas pistol at lower
left, featuring silver-inlaid bands, a silver backstrap plaque,
and the so-called shell-carved ivory grips.

125

Colonel Colt”

ever surpass, or indeed come close to matching,
the largesse of Samuel Colt.

So significant is this aspect of Colt’s modus
operandi that it prompted a major museum exhi-
bition and a 313-page book, both entitled Samuel
Colt Presents (held in 1961, by the Wadsworth
Atheneum, Hartford).

For Colt the inspiration for these giveaways
was basic and simple: a reward for favors, either
performed or anticipated. A gift gun might be tied
to promotions for government orders, thank-yous
to reporters or editors for favorable articles on the
product, announcements of new models with
samples for Colt jobbers, and show guns for na-
tional and international trade fairs. Some pieces
were earmarked for dignitaries who might attend
these fairs, as when Prince Albert, Consort to
Queen Victoria, met Colt at London’s Great Ex-
hibition of 1851. And while the inventor was on
the road (he was his own best traveling salesman)
presentation arms were always at the ready. By

far the most spectacular of these were the Pocket,
Nawy, and Dragoon revolvers, superbly inlaid with
gold, which he presented to Czar Nicholas [, in
Russia, in 1854. Obligingly the Czarist govern-
ment soon contracted for substantial quantities of
gunmaking machinery and revolvers, even allow-
ing Colt to patent the basics of his revolver design
in Russia, and to license copies of certain models
for manufacture at the Czar’s Tula arsenal.

So sold was Colt on the rewards to be reaped
from presentation arms that he is known to have
given away as many as eighty-nine guns at a sin-
gle clip. Based on original correspondence {in-
cluding thank-you notes from recipients}, factory
ledgers, and surviving specimens of gift arms, the
estimated total of revolvers, rifles, and shotguns
presented by Colt himself is about 2,500. Most
were revolvers, and most were given in the period
c. 1851 to 1862. It was the inventor’s practice to
concentrate on individual presents; key excep-
tions known at this writing total but six, all group
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History of the First Connecticut Volunteers

Written by COL GEORGE S. BURNHAM

The First Regiment of the three
months’ men was recruited under
the proclamation of President
Lincoln, issued Monday, April 15,
1861, and the call of Governor
Buckingham issued the day
following.

COMNECTICUT,

Anticipating the call of the Governor, recruiting had begun so promptly that by the 16t
many companies were ready to report with more than the minimum required, and Rifie
Company A of Hartford, with George S. Burnham, Captain, Joseph R. Hawley, 1%t
Lieutenant, Albert W. Drake, 2d Lieutenant, had completed its organization with full ranks.
This company and Rifle Company A, Captain John C. Comstock, left Hartford for the
rendezvous at New Haven, April 20", The regiment was at once organized with Dan. Tyler
of Norwich, as Colonel, George S. Burnham, Lieut.-Colonel, and John L. Chatfield, Major.

The regiment was at first quartered
in the buildings of Yale College and
wherever shelter could be found,
but soon went into camp in a vacant
lot in the western part of the town,
where the different companies were
mustered into United States service,
and immediately began work in
earnest at company and regimental
drill. On May 10" the regiment
embarked for Washington on the
steamer “Bienville,” and on the
same day Colonel Tyler, who was a
West Point graduate and had seen
regular army service, was made
Brigadier-General of Volunteers;
Lieut.-Colonel Burnham being
promoted to the full Colonelcy of the
regiment.

The First arrived at Washington via Chesapeake Bay and the Potomac May 13" and
proceeded at once to camp at “Glenwood,” about two miles north of the Capitol. May 31%t
Lieut.-Colonel Chatfield was promoted to the Colonelcy of the Third Regiment, vice Arnold
resigned. Major Spiedel was made Lieut.-Colonel and Captain Theodore Byxbee of Meriden,
was made Major.

These were days of intense excitement in Washington, and false alarms were frequent, but

ittp://www.ct.gov/mil/cwp/view.asp?a=1351&q—~270358 10/31/2011
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cool heads were in control of the Connecticut Brigade. On the day of Colonel Elisworth’s
funeral, all Washington was subjected to a false alarm, the long roll was sounded, and the
First was hastily ordered out and marched to Long Bridge, when the alarm having subsided
it was ordered back to camp.

At midnight, June 1%, the regiment broke camp at Glenwood and crossing Long Bridge,
marched to Roach’s Mills on the Alexandria & Leesburg railroad, where it established camp,
relieving the 12" New York. About June 16 a detachment of the First, under Colonel
Burnham, was ordered up the railroad as escort to General Tyler in a reconnaissance. The
train was made up of miserable rolling stock, and the couplings parted so frequently that
the detachment was compelled to return after passing a short distance beyond Vienna. As
the train was passing Vienna on its return, it was fired into from an ambuscade, and George
H. Bugbee, of Infantry Company A, was severely wounded. If we except Major Theodore
Winthrop, who fell at Big Bethel seven days earlier, this was the first blood of a Connecticut
soldier in the Civil war.

The next day the First was ordered on the same duty, but was relieved by the 1% and 2d
Ohio regiments, the 1%t Connecticut going to the grounds in the vicinity of Long Bridge,
where with a large number of other regiments it was reviewed by the Hon. Simon Cameron,
Secretary of War. As the review closed the First was ordered hurriedly to the relief of the
Ohio regiments which had been fired into at Vienna. On the next day the First went into
camp at Falls Church, then considerably in advance of the main lines - a position peculiarly
exposed to attack, as the rebels could easily reach its rear by way of either Balls’ or Bailey’s
Cross Roads,

The First Regiment was joined by the Second on the next day, and soon after by the Third
Connecticut and the Second Maine regiments, all of which were organized as a brigade,
under command of Colonel Erasmus D. Keyes. On July 16th the entire army under
immediate command of General McDowell began its advance toward Manassas, and Keyes
Brigade, designated as the 1% Brigade, 1% Division, had the advance - the First Regiment
covering the left of the head of column as skirmishers and the Second covering the right.
They bivouacked the first night at Vienna, and the second at Germantown, arriving at

Centerville on the 18th,

At midnight of Saturday, July 20", the brigade was advanced via Warrentown road toward
Bull Run, and was detached to guard the Warrentown road during the detour of the flanking
column via Sudley Ford. It remained in this position until about 10 A.M., when it was
beyond Youngs Branch, farther west.

Colonel Kevyes in his official report said:

"The order to advance was given at about ten o’clock A.M., and from that hour to four
P.M. my brigade was in constant activity on the field of battle. The First Regiment
Connecticut Volunteers was met by a body of cavalry and infantry, which it repelled, and at
several other encounters at different parts of the line the enemy constantly retired before
us.

"Before recrossing Bull Run, and until my brigade mingled with the retreating mass, it
maintained perfect freedom from panic, and at the moment I received the order for retreat,
and for some time afterward, it was in as good order as in the morning on the road. Half
an hour earlier I supposed the victory to be ours.”

Before night-fall the entire brigade reached its former campground at Centerville in good
order, and under orders, bivouacked as was supposed for the night; the men suffering
much from fatigue, at once going to sleep on their arms. About 10 o'clock P.M. peremptory
orders came to continue the retreat to Falls Church. The road was now comparatively
clear, as the disorganized part of the army was already far advanced on its way to
Washington. About 9 A.M. the next day the regiment arrived at Falls Church, and, in a
drenching rain, struck its tents and dispatched its entire camp and garrison equipage,
together with that of the Second Maine, which had left the brigade, to Alexandria. The
three Connecticut regiments marched that night to the camp of the First and Second Ohio
regiments, which they found deserted. Occupying this standing camp during the night, it
spent all day Tuesday, July 23d, in packing and sending to Alexandria the camp and
garrison equipage of the First and Second Ohic and the Second New York regiments,
leaving not a vestige of anything useful to fall into the hands of the enemy,

tp://www.ct.gov/mil/cwp/view.asp?a=1351&q=270358 10/31/2011



Military: History of the First Connecticut Volunteers

ke

General Tyler in his report says:

"At seven o‘clock on Tuesday evening, I
saw the three Connecticut regiments, with
two thousand bayonets, march under the
guns of Fort Corcoran in good order, after
having saved us not only a large amount of
public property, but the mortification of
seeing our standing camps fall into the hands
of the enemy.”

The First remained in Washington until July 27t", when (their term of service having expired
on the 22d) it started for New Haven, where, after tedious delays, it arrived and was
mustered out on July 31%%. The regiment was splendidly armed and equipped; eight
companies with Springfield rifled muskets, and the two flank companies with Sharps rifles.
The clothing was much of it very inferior, though all possible effort was made to remedy the
defect.

A few of the companies were old militia organizations which preferred to retain their old
regimental letters, thereby occasioning some confusion, but the exigencies of that short
term of service did not warrant dallying with trifles. Too much credit can never be accorded
the members of the three months’ regiments, who from pure patriotism, without promise or
hope of bounty or reward, eagerly enlisted to repel the enemies of their country; and who
had with still greater alacrity would have enlisted for the war had the call of President
Lincoln permitted it.

This early service was an excellent school for the citizen soldiers of the State, and by far
the larger part of those who participated were soon again in the service for three years or
the war, fully one hundred and eighty from the 15t Regiment holding commissions.
Connecticut can always look back with pride on her three months’ volunteers of 1861,

Casualties First Connecticut Volunteers

Field Rifle Inf Rifle Inf | Inf | Inf| Inf| Inf|Inf| Inf

and Co A Co Co B Co  Co|Co|Co|Co| Co| Co | Total

Staff A B C D E F G H
Wounded 2 1 1 2 6
Captured 2 i 3 6

Discharged/
Disability 2 1 6 1 6 1 2 3 1 2 25
Total 2 3 9 1 7 1 3 3 3 5 37
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A Gift to a Friend

By
Tom Power

On April 12, 1861 at 4:30 a.m. Gen. P.G.T. Beauregard ordered his
batteries to open fire upon Ft. Sumter which was the Federal import
revenue collecting station situated on a manmade island at the mouth
of Charleston Harbor South Carolina. When word of Sumter’s fall
reached Washington Lincoln declared a national emergency and called
upon the governors of the States and Territories to raise 75,000
volunteers to defend the Union and put down the rebellion. He called
for 90 day enlistments naively believing that the war would be over in
three months. The call to arms was answered with great enthusiasm
throughout all of the northern States and by June of 1861 Washington
D.C. was a staging ground for the new Union Army of the Potomac.
They were less than 100 miles from the new Confederate capital of
Richmond, Virginia.

General Irvin McDowell was given command of the Army of the
Potomac and was ordered by Lincoln to prematurely march on
Richmond before the army was properly drilled and trained. McDowell
complained to Lincoln that his troops were “green” because, with the
exception of some trained militia, the northern troops were mostly
civilian volunteers from the northeast cities - few of whom had the
combat experience of the southern soldier. The army also lacked the
military training necessary for them to act as a cohesive force.

Lincoln’s response to McDowell was that the Confederates were
also “green”. This was a classic case of not knowing the enemy.



Southerners were not “green” or inexperienced when it came to armed
conflict. They had been fighting Indians, British, Spanish, Mexicans, and
each other for over 100 years! The War with Mexico in 1847-48 also
was a crucible for much of the Confederate leadership including
President Jefferson Davis himself who led The Mississippi Volunteers to
victory against Santa Anna at Buena Vista.

Lincoln had no such experience to draw from, he being purely a
politician with very little military training, thus he acted politically. He
continued to try to micromanage the war using a series of political
generals for three long years of fighting until Lincoln finally gave control
of the Union Army to General Ulysses S. Grant in 1864. Grant was a
seasoned veteran of the Mexican War and was the veteran hero of
Vicksburg and not a political general. He understood that war must only
have military motivations.

The First Confederate Congress was scheduled to convene in
Richmond on July 20™, 1861 and Lincoln was anxious to advance his
army, disrupt the Congress, and possibly capture the leaders of the
rebellion. He ordered McDowell to advance on Richmond on July 16",
1861 with a 35,000 man force of 90 day volunteers along with a
relatively few experienced militia and regulars.

General Beauregard was in command of his army of 18,000
Confederates from Virginia, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia and
Louisiana. They were deployed at Manassas Station, Virginia some 25
miles south of Washington along the south bank of a creek called Bull
Run. It is significant that, because of lack of good intelligence, General
McDowell was unaware that Beauregard was about to be reinforced by



10,000 more troops under General Joseph E. Johnston - who were
coming by rail from the Shenandoah Valley.

After a brief skirmish near Vienna, Virginia the Union army
attacked the Confederate position in force along the south shore of Bull
Run. The 1% Division of the 1% Brigade under General Tyler led the
charge.

The 1% Connecticut Infantry was in the vanguard, fighting hand-
to-hand with the 7" Georgia Infantry. At first the Union prevailed
because of their numerical advantage and General McDowell even
proclaimed an easy victory over the rebels. The Yankees pushed the
Confederates back to a position on Henry House hill. This is where
General Thomas Jackson of Virginia and his troops stood like a stone
wall against the Union advance. “Stonewall Jackson” became his nome
de guerre and he went on to be the greatest field commander of the
War in the Confederate army. When he died the next year at
Chancellorsville Lee said that it was an irreplaceable loss. (If Stonewall
Jackson was present at Gettysburg, one can only imagine what the
results could have been.)

At about 4pm on July 21 General Beauregard, now reinforced by
General Johnston, ordered a counter-attack along the entire line.
Confederate re-enforcements under Jubal Early were able to turn the
right flank of the Union line, an action which immediately caused a
panic among the Union forces. General Jackson urged his men to “yell
like furies”. The high pitched “rebel yell”, first heard that afternoon,
would eventually echo from 1,000 battlefields.

The retreat turned into a route known thereafter as “The Great
Skedaddle.” Hundreds of civilian onlookers from Washington were also



of 1775, 86 years earlier. The Light Guard, including Co. A was
eventually mustered into the 1%t Connecticut Volunteer Infantry on
April 15", 1861.

As was stated previously, the 1t Connecticut Volunteer Infantry
was “the point of the spear” in the Union advance on Manassas Station
on July 21%, 1861 and all of the official reports from the battle indicate
that the Connecticut Infantry “behaved valiantly and retreated in good
order when ordered to do so, giving no shame to their colors, and
rendering protection and aid to civilians”.

Captain Comstock of Company A - then 40 years of age - retreated
with his men in a driving rainstorm to Washington arriving on July 22nd,
1861 where he was mustered out of the service. He along with many
others was suffering from the diseases ever present in the tidal swamp
of Washington. He was diagnosed with consumption and sent home to
Hartford where he died in February of 1862, one month after his friend
Sam Colt who died in January of 1862.

The Colt New Model 1861 Navy Revolver shown here was given
by Col. Colt to Captain John C. Comstock of The Hartford Light Guard in
1861 as a token of friendship and respect for the role that Comstock
played when he stood in the gap and went to the front in defense of
the Union in which he truly believed. Regardless of your sentiments
regarding the War Between the States, this courage earns respect.

The revolver is of the finest quality. It was engraved by Conrad F.
Ulrich Jr., is silver plated, and is stocked with elephant ivory grips as is
fitting for one of the last presentations made by Col. Colt before he
died.




THIE 1860, 61, 62 SERIES OF HOLSTER
BELT AND POCKET REVOLVERS

With Round Barrels and Creeping

BOUT 1860 Calt put on the market a new
series of revolvers, the largest of which

he called the New Model Holster or Army
Pistol." Collectors have sinee called it the
Model of 1860 Army Revolver or the Round-
Barreled Army. This arm was a .41 caliber
six-shot revolver made on the same frame as
the Model of 1851 Navy Revolver. but with
the front part of it cut away to take a rebated
evlinder large enough to accommodate the
A caliber bullet of the Dragoons. The grips
were larger than the Navy grips to allow a
firmer hold for the heavier recoil, but they
fitted onto the frame, which was the same
size at the back as the Navy frame. The bar-
rel, cut short at the rounded section of the
breech to allow for extra length in the cylin-
der, was round in its entire length and fitted
with a creeping lever ramrod which was held
in place only by the screw which held the
two parts of it together. This was similar to
the one first introduced and patented in the
Model of 1855 Pocket Pistols.” This arm was
made in two barrel lengths, seven and a half
and eight inches. The regular model was cut
for a shoulderstock. but some were made to
order without the cut. Special lots were also
tumed out with half- and full-fluted cylin-
ders and also with squareback triggergua rds.
This arm weighed. on the average. wo

1See pages 383 and 385,
See page 583,

Lever Ramrods

pounds, eleven ounces, and was a much
handier gun than the heavy Dragoon which
it ~ll|n‘l'.-l'|lt‘tl.

A New Model Navy,” since called by col-
lectors the Model of 1861 N.’l\)‘. was also
br"ughl ont. (It is called also the Round-
Barreled Navy.) This was the same construc-
tion as the New Model Army, except that the
cylinder and grips of the Old Model Navy
were retained as well as the frame. The only
difference was in the new-type round barrel,
which was slightly smaller in diameter than
the '51 Navy, and the new creeping lever
ramrod. The new arm was .36 caliber six-
shot, the same as the old one. The regulation
61 Navy was not cat for a stock. but could
be had so to order, and could also be had
in the usual variations of fluted cylinder and
squarchack triggerguard. The New Navy was
never so popular as the Old Navy and com-
paratively few of them were made. Its varia-
tions are especially rare.

Colt called the smallest arm of this series
the New Model Police Pistol with Creeping
Lever Ramrod.* It has since been called by
collectors the Model of 1862 Pocket Re-
volver and also. owing to its issue in the
cix-and-one-half-inch barrel length in small
quantities to unmounted officers during the
Civil War. the Officers” Model Pocket Pistol.

' See pages 383, 35, and 392,
¢ See pages 383, 385, and 392
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This arm was a five-shot .36 caliber revolver
with a half-fluted, rebated cylinder. The
frame and grips were identical with the
Model of 1819 Pocket Revolver, except that
the frame was cut to allow for the .36 caliber
cyvlinder, as in the case of the New Model
Pocket Pistol of Navy caliber, brought out
about the same time. The cylinder, however,
was half-fluted, and much more graceful
than the New Model Pocket, although it took
the same reduced cartridge of Navy caliber
that was issued for the New Pocket. The bar-
rel and ramrod were small replicas of the
New Army and Navy Pistols instead of being
octagonal and hinged as in the New Pocket.
This arm was made in barrel lengths of four
and one half, five and one half, and six and
one half inches and was a very graceful,
well-made arm. Tts popularity accoums for
the small number of New Model Pocket Pis.
tols of Navy Caliber turned out. The New
Model Pocket was the same caliber and num-
ber of shots as the New Police and it was
nowhere near so handy an arm, so, coming
out at about the same time, it was never able
to compete with the other. This series was
the last group of percussion-cap arms put
out by the Colt factory. Self-exploding me-
tallic cartridges caused great changes in all
types of firearms from this time on.

It is our opinion that these three models
were all brought out at the same time, prob-
ably late in 1860 or early in 1861. It does
not seem reasonable to us that Samuel Colt
would spend over two years in applying what
he considered improvements to three models
of his revolver. especially as the models usu-
ally referred to as the "61 and "62 models
required less change from the “Old Models™
than the New Army, which is usually listed
as the first of the New Models. It also seems
unlikely that any model changes, especially
for a non-military arm, such as the “’62

THE COLY

KEVOLVENK

Pocket,” would have been made after the b
ginning of the Civil War, April, 186].

The ordnance tests, and newspaper .
counts of a new steel, dated in the latter part
of May, 1860, indicate that the New Maodel
Holster Pistol was undergoing government
tests at that time, and that a new type of
metal, allowing lighter construction, was be-
ing put into use. It is probable that all three
models designed in “streamline” stvle to
take advantage of its properties followed
fairly closely its adoption by the Colt Com.
pany.

One price list, probably put out in Janu.
ary, 1860," does not list any of the New
Models, but they all appear in all the subse-
quent price lists that we have seen. We have
also seen cases containing sets of pistols in-
cluding the *1862 Pocket Pistols” that were
presented to army officers by Colonel Colt
himself, and so marked, and Colt died Janu-
ary 10, 1862, after several weeks of severe
illness.

The New Model Army Revolver was the
principal revolver of the Northern Army
during the Civil War. The production rec-
ords (page 389) show the manufacture of
387,017 revolvers of all models during the
Civil War vears, and by far the larger pan
of them were the New Model Army Re-
volvers. The Ordnance Department records
from 1861 10 1866 show the purchase of
129,730 Colt’s New Model Army Revolvers,
at an average price of $17.69 cach, making
a total of $2,296,112.19, and these figures
do not include civilian, state, or private pur-
chase by officers of this popular arm.

Cavalry, officers, and all kinds of special
troops carried one or more of these power-
ful, handy weapons, Guerrilla bodies on
both sides prized revolvers highly, and

* See page 383,
® See pape 371
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HISTORY "

OF THE

FIRST CONNECTICUT VOLUNTEERS.

{Three Months.)

Waritren By Corn. Georce S. Borwmam

HE First Regiment of the three months’ men was
recruited under the proclamation of - President

Lincolnwissued Monday, April 15, 1861, and the call of

Governor Buckingham issued the day following.

Anticipating the call of the Governor, recruiting had
begun so promptly that by the 16th many companies weare
ready to report with more than the minimum required,
and Rifle Company A of Hartford, with George S. Burn.
ham, Captain, Joseph R. Hawley, 1st Lieutenant, Albert
W. Drake, 2d Lieutenant, had cempleted its organization
th full ranks. This company and Rifle Company A
ptain Jol
vous at New Haven, Apml 20th.
once organized with Dan. Tyler of Norwich, as Colonel,
George S. Burnham, Tieut.-Colonel, and John L. Chat.
field, Major.

The regiment was at first quartered in the buildings of
Yale College and wherever shelter could be found, but
soon went into camp in a vacant lot in the western part of
the town, where the different companies where mustered
into United States service, and immediately began work
in earnest at company and regimental drill.  On May 10th
- the regiment embarked for Washington on the steamer

“ Bienville,” and on the same day Colonel Tyler, who was a '

West Point graduate and had seen regular army servics,
was made Brigadier-General of Volunteers; Lieut. -Col-
onel Burnham being pmmatﬁi to the full Coloneley of
the regiment.

The First arrived at Washington vig Chesapeske Day
and the Potomac May 13th and proceeded at once to camp
at © Glenwood,” about two miles north of the Capitol.

May 31st Lieut.Colonel Chatfield was promoted fo the
Coloneley of the Third Regiment, vice Arnold resigned.

Major Spiedel was made Lieat..Colonel and Captain
Theodore Byxbee of Meriden, was made Major.

These were days of intense excitement in Washington,
and false alarms were frequent, but cool heads were in
control of the Connecticut Brigade.

On the day of Colonel Bilswortl's funeral, all Washing.
ton was subjected to a false alarm, the long roll was
sounded, and the Iivst was 2

C Camsm“k left Hartford for the rendezz,ﬁ~
The regiment was at’

hastily ordered out and - Yeeond covering the right,

.
marched to Long Bridge, when the alarm having subsided
it was ordered back to camp.

At midnight, June lst, the regiment hroke camp at
Bridge, marched to Roach’s
burg railroad, where it

Glenwood and erossing Lio
Mills on the Alexandria & lLee
estabiished camp, relieving the 12th New York.

About June 16th a detachment of the First, under
Colonel Burnham, was orderod np the railroad as escort
The train was made

to General Tyler in a recOnnOANCe,

~up of nnwmbk rolling stock, aud the couplings parted so
- frequently fhat the detachment was compelied to return

after passing a short distance beyond Vienua. As the
train was passing Vienna on its return, it was fired into
from an ambuscade, and George H. Bugbee, of Infantry
Company A, was severely wounded. If weo except Major
Theodore Winthrop, who fell at Big Bethel seven days
earlior, this was the first blood of & Connecticut soldier in
the Civil war.

The next day the First was ordered on the same duty,

but was relieved by the 1st and 2d Ohio regiments, the

1st Connecticut going to the grounds in the vicinity of
Long Bridge, where with a largs number of other regi-
ments it was reviewed by the Hon. Simon Cameron,
Secretary of War, ’

As the review closed the First was ordered hurriedly to
the relief of the Olio regiments which had been fired into at
Vienna. On the next day the First went into camp ab
Falls Church, then considerably in advance of the main
lines — a position peculiarly exposed to attack, as the rebels
could easily reach its rear by way of either Balls' ar
Bailey's Cross Roads. '

The First Regiment was joined by the Second on tha
next ‘day, and soon after by the Third Connecticut and the
Second Maine regiments, all of which were organized as
a brigade, under commzmd of Colone! Erasmus D. Keyes,

On July 16th the entire army under immediate com-
mand of General McDowell began its advance toward
Manhssas, and Keyes Brigade, designated the Ist Brigade,
1st Division, had the advance — the First Regiment cover:
ing the left of the head of column as skirmishers and the
They .bivouacked the first
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night at Vienna, and the second at Germantown, arriving
at Centerville on the 18th. “

At midnight of Saturday, July 20th, the brigade was
advanced vie Warrentown road toward Bull Run, and
was detached to guard the Warrentown road during the
detour of the flanking column vie Sudley Ford, It re-
mained in this position until about 16 a.my when it was
advanced across Bull Run and formed line of battle
beyond Youngs Branch, farther west,

Colonel Keyes in his official report said :

**The order to advance was given at about ten o’clock A. M.,
. and from that hour to four ». . my brigade was in constant
activity on the field of battle. The First Regiment Conunecticut
Volunteers was met by & body of cavalry and infantry, which
it repelled, and at several other emcounters at different parts of
the line the enemy constantly retired before us.

*“ Before recrossing Bull Run, and until my brigade mingled
with the retreating mass, it maintained. perfect freedom from
panic, and at the moment I received the order for retreat, and
for some time afterward, it was in as good orderas in the morning
on the road. Half an hour earlier I supposed the victory to be

- ours.” d

Before night-fall the entire brigade reached its former
campground at Centerville in good order, and under
* orders, bivouacked as was supposed for the night; the men
suffering much from fatigne, at once going to sleep on
their arms,

About 10 o'clock ». M. peremptory orders came to con-
tinue the retreat to Falls Church. The road was now
comparatively clear, as the disorganized part of the army

was already far advanced on its way to Washington. .

About 9 a. m. the next day the remment arrived at Falls
Chureh, and, in a drenching rim struck its tents and
despatched its entire camp and garrison equipage, together
with that of the Second Maine, which had left the brigade,
to Alexandria. The three Connecticut regiments marched
that night to the camp of the First and Second Ohio regi-
ments,‘ which they found deserted. Oeccupying this stand-
ing camp during the night, it spent all day Tuesday, July

*

23d, in packing and sending to Alexandria the camp and

garrison equipage of. the First and Second Ohio and the

Second New York regiments, leaving not a vestige of

anything useful to fall into the hands of the enemy.
General Tyler in his report says:

At seven o'clock on Tuesday evening, I saw the three
Connecticut regiments, with two .thousand bayonets, march
under the guns. of Fort Corcoran in good order, after having
saved us not only a large amount of public property, but the
mortifieation of seeing our standing camps fall inte the hands of
the enemy.”

The First remained in Washington antil July 27th, when
(their term of service having expired on the 22d) it started
for New Haven, where, after tedious delays, it arrived and
was mustered out on July 31st. The regiment was’
splendidly armed and equipped ; eight companies with
Springfield rified muskets, and the two flank companies
with Sharps rifles. The clothing was much of it very
inferior, though all possible effort was made to remedy the
defect. )

A few of the companies were old militia organizations .
“which preferred to retain their old regimental letters,
thereby occasioning some confusion, but the exigencies of
that short termy of service did not warrant dallying with
trifles.

Too much credit can never be accorded the members of
the three months’ regiments, who from pure patriotism,

. without promise or hope of bounty or reward, eagerly

enlisted to repel the enemies of their country; and who
with still greater alacrity would have enlisted for the war

“had the call of President Lincoln permitted it.

This early service was an excellent school for the citizen
soldiers of the State, and by far the larger part of those
who participated were soon again in the service for three
years or the war, fully one hundred and eighty from the
1st Regiment holding commissions.

Connecticut can always look back with pride on her
three months’ volunteers of 1861. -



FIRST CONNECTICUT VOLUNTEERS.

ot B o

Field and Staff.

: Date of
Name axp Raxs. Residence. En?iiﬁgnzfnt t}{}{:‘éf;;ﬁ_ Remarks. Next Subsegnent Servies.
"1 ization.
Colonels.
Daniel Tyler, Norwich, Apr. 15,61 Apr. 23,61 Pro. Brig.-Gen. U. 8. Vols. May 13,761,
Resgil, Apr. 6, 64,
George S. Burnham, | Hartford, Apr. 1861 Apr. 23,61 Must. Lt.-Col, Pro. May i@i 81, M.o. Col, 224 G V.
[Jaly 81, 6L
Lt -Colonels. T
John L. Chatfield, Waterbury, Apr. 2261 Apr. 23,61 Must. Maj. Pro. May 10,761 Col. 3d Col. 6th C. V.
: ! » Regt. C. V. May 81, ‘6L
John Speidel, Bridgeport, Apr. 20,761 Apr. 23,°61 Pro. from Capt. Rifle Co. B, to Mai Lt.-Col. 8th C. V.,
May 10, 61, Lt.-Col. June 1, 61,
Major. . M. o. July 31, 61,
Theodore Byxbee, Meriden, Apr. 18611 Apr. 22,61 Pro. from Capt. Co. T, June 1, *61, Major 2Tth C. V.
M. o. July 31, 6L
Adjutant. .
Theodore C. Bacon, |New Ilaven, Apr.24’61 Apr. 80,61 M. o. July 31, '61. Capt. Co. F, Tth C. V.
Quartermasters.
Morton F. Hale, | | Norwich, Apr. 27,61 Apr. 27,61 | Pro. from Com. Sergt. May 28, '61. 1st Lieut. Co. B, 14th C. V.
: ; ‘ M. o. July 31, 61,
Justin Hodge, Barkhamsted, |Apr. 18,61 Apr. 23,61 Disc. May 28, '61. Ap. Capt. and
A-Q M. U. 8 Vols. Aug. 5, 6L
) Dise, Oct, 13, 66, ’
Commissary. « ‘
William G. Ely, Norwich, Apr. 27761 Apr. 27,61 Ap. Brigade Com. with rank of Capt. Le.-Col. 6th C. V.
May 28, °61. Disc. Aug. 7, 61,
Surgeon. : '
Henry P. Stearns, Hartford, Apr, 18761 Apr. 23,61 M. o. July 81, '61. Ap. Maj. and Bur-
. geon U. 8. Vols. Sept. 21, ’61,
Dise. Aug. 25, '65.
Assistant Surgeon.
Frederick L. Dibble, Middletown, | Apr. 18,61 Apr. 23,61 M. o. July 81, 6L Surg, 6th C. V.
Chuplamn.
George N. Webber, | Hartford, June14,'61|June14,’61 M. o. July 31, "61. )
£
Non-Commissioned Staff.
Date of .
Name axp Rank, 'Residence. Enll)i?xn%gt. t%;fgi;é& Remarks. Next Subsequent Service,’
~ ization.
Sergeant Major. ’
John L. Spalding, Norwich, Apr. 17,761 Apr. 23,61 M. o. July 31, 81 Adjt. 20th C. V.
Q.-M. Sergeant.
Isaze V. B. Williams, Preston, Apr. 17,761 Apr. 23,'61 M. o. July 31, 61 Q.-M. 6th C. V.
Com. Sergeant. * .
Morton F. Hale, Norwich, Apr, 27,61 Apr. 27,61 Pro. (J.-M. May 28, '61L. .
Hospital Steward, )
Joseph Colton, Waterbury, | May 28,61 May 28,°61 3. 0. July 81,'61.3 Q.-M.6th C.V,
Prin. Musicians.
Wiiliam J. Skinner, W, P't, N. Y.,/ Apr. 23,81 Apr. 2861 M. o, July 81, "61. Prin. Musc. 15th €. V,
dohn P, King, Hartford, Apr. 24,'61 Apr, 24,61 M. o. July 31, '61, Prin. Muse, 6th C, V.

(3
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Rifle Company A.

- Date of
NAME AND RARE. ‘ Residence. ngi‘:t;;’n%‘;t‘ t?xii‘s)sf)i;z;g. Remarks. Next Subsequent Service.
tzation.

Captain, ‘ : -

Joseph R. Hawley, Hartford, Apr. 18,°61 Apr. 22,61 /M. o, July 81, '61, Col. Tth C. V.
Ist Ljeutenant. : o
Albert W. Drake, Hartford, Apr. 18,61 Apr. 22,61 M. o. July 81, '61, Col. 10th C. V.
2d Lieutenant. ’ .
Daniel G. Francis, Hartford, |Apr. 18,61 Apr. 22,°61 | M. o, July 81, 81, Capt. Co. A, Tth C. V.
Tst Sergeant. ! .
Henry A. Wells, Hartford, IApr. 18,°61 Apr. 22,61 M. o. July 31, "61. ] Capt. Co. E, 10th C. V.
Sergeants. f - f
Chipman, Edward H. |Hartford, [Apr. 18,61 Apr. 22,61 M. o. July 31, 61, 2d Lt. Co. B, 1st C. V. H. A.
ax Crane, John W, Hartford, Apr 1B '611Apr. 22,61 M. o. July 31, '61. Sergt. Co. H 12th C. V. [Ct
fﬂ’jg 7 Whittaker, Daniel Hartford, Apr. 18,61 Apr. 22,61 M. o. July 51 61, 1st Sergt. Co. B, 1st Squad. C.
i
- Corporals. - | [July 81. "61. :
Babeock, Augustus W. Hartford, Apr. 18761 Apr. 22,61 Must. Priv. Pro. June 21,761, M. o. Priv, Co. B, 1st C. V. Cav.
Coit, George ' Hartford, Apr 18,61 Apr. 22,61 Pro. 2d Lt. Co. B, May 24, ’61.
Kmqm(m Henr} E. Hartmrd Apr. 18,61 Apr. 22,61 M. o. July 81, ’61. : :
Riley, Chester I1. Hartford, ADr. 1861 Apr. 22,61 M. o, July 31, *61, st SBergt. Co. A, Tth C. V.
Whittaker, Edw. W, Hartford, Apr. 18,761 Apr. 22,61 M. o. July 31, "61. 2d Lt. Co. A, 1st Squad. C. V. Ca
! i
Musicians. ‘ !
Hurlbut, Wallace INew Haven, May 7,61 May 9761 M. o. July 81, *61. Muse. Co. A, 23d C. V.
Kenpedy, Thomas H, g\\/ethcrbneid [Apr. 18,61 Apr. 22,61 M. o. July 81, '61.

Privates, I ! “ . 5 .
Abbott, Edward K. | Norwich, Apr. 18761 Apr. 22,61 M. o. July 31, '61, Capt. Co. K, 12th C. V.
Allyn, ‘Arthur W, artford, Apr. 25,61 Apr, 25,61 Pro. 1st Lt. 16th Regt U.8.1. May 14 61.

Bacon, Phillip Himsbury, Apr. 1861 Apr. 22,61 M. o, Ju}y 31,6 Corp. Co. C, 12th Cv.
B‘lk([‘ William Jr.  Hartford, Apr. 18761 Apr. 22,61 M. o. July ‘51 ’t’:»l g

Bv!r} William Mam:hesi&rg Apr. 18,761 Apr. 22,61 M. o. Jul ¥ 81, '61. Cilst Lt. Co C, 12th C. V.
Billings, Henry R, Hartford, 1. 18,761 Apr. 2261 M. o. July 31, 61, Capt. Co. D, 20“1 C. V.
Bissell, Hezekiah 2d | E. Windsor, o0, 25,761 Apr. 25,61 M. o. July 31, '61. 1st Lt. Co. G, 25th C. V.,
Bral e} Lester B, Windham, 18,761 Apr. 2261 M. o. July 31, "61. Capt. Co. G, 12th C. V.
Bulkeley, AHartford, pr. 18,61 Apr. 22,61 M. o. Jul y 31, 61, st Lt. Co. L, 1st C. V. H. A,
| Qfar:nngtc>zz A Wash'n, D, C., May 26,61 May 26,761 M. o, July 81, '61.

Case, George It Hartford, CApr 18781 Apr. 22,61 M. o. July 31, 61, Sergt. Co, F, 13th C. V.
(‘Iwnc\ (xi{)rf'ﬁ W’ lartford, JApr 18,761 Apr. 23}’2”% M. o, Ju}y 31, 61, .

(()kmmw Charles H. Hartford, CApr, }“% ‘G1 Apr. 22,761 M. o, July ‘3} 61, Corp. Co. B, 13th C. V.
Fellows, Ermk Harsford, I V6 2&‘(32 M, 0. Ju@ , 61,

Foster, Charles E. Eié wrtford, 2 M Iuiy :51, 61,

Fawier, Edward P,
Fras=er, John .
Fuller, Alfred R,

. dis. May 9,81, )
Lduly 81, 761, - Sergt. Co. B, 8ih C. V.
. July 81, '61.

Hartford,
ar

Gardner, . William . July 81, 61 . ist Lt. Co. B, 13th C. V.
Greend mf Charles J1 CJuly 81, 61, 2d Lt. Co. D, 5th N. Y. Cav.
Hall, Leonidas it. L July 31061, Priv. Co. C, 13th C. V.
H:mziimz’z, danes P . July :}'i, KA

Hills, Charles ] . o. July 31, 81, [June 5, '61,

Huntingion . 2d Lieut. U. 8. Marine Corps

Johnson, € . July 81, 61 Wag. Co. E, 16th C. V.
Johnson, ¥ 5. July 81, 61, ]
Jones, Cha . ! . Jul 2 (}I 1, Priv. upasgd. 1st C, V. ij?.
Kimball, William A, | . July m, 61,

Lakoppidan, Ad olph . 3“? 61, N
Lathrop, Edward 5. iMoo, July 3; 61, . Bergt. Co. A, 121L C. V.
Lmz}w tufus ;‘ Dise. dis, ’&E(ﬁ 23, '61.

Lyon, } tward 1. 1M, o, July 31, 61, ~ e
?%i&{”«}i Woleott P, M. oo, July Hi, B1. £ Capt. Co. I, 8th C. V.
MeAuliff, Frank M. o. July 31, 61 lst Lt Co. I, 224 C. V.
“MeAal ?: \*mmv? Moo, July 31, 81, B
MeGl g{%m Moo, July 31, 61, st Sergt. Co. G, 12th C. V.
Merwin, ‘« 1A e July ‘;;v 61, tst Lt Co. ¢, 18 C. ¥V,
Hilis, Charle M. oo v 61, Capt. Co. G, 7th €. V.
Moore, W ;EIm;s 1AL o) »:‘;z? Gl Priv. Co. C, 121h C. V.

\ZE( 2,(‘.\« ?{xm; . M. ¢ Bl st Lt Co. }x 6th ¢, V.

’r

fenry 1L P o July 81,61 T ‘ S
ok Mo, e}i 81, Capt. Co. L, 1st C. V. H. A,
3eni. I I Pre 2th Regt, U.B.1 May 14,61,

e t‘i . )
610 M.
ML

uly 41, ‘6. - )
31, 81, Priv. Co. FOBILC. V.,

31, Bt C QM. 18t €V Cav,

; 31, 61, ) Capt. Co. C, 25th €, V,

Plerce, Xé'}f‘?ii:i$ké§ =,
Reed, Daniel 11, ;
iohertson, Henry W, Manche siu
Hoberts, Richard W. 8. Har atzmi

pr 18,61 Apr.
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AR N
i Date of z
Naume anp RANK. i Residence, ngi‘ﬁ,g{m tﬁ“lff?;.’ff : Bemarks, Next Subseguent Service.
§ : ization, |
! | | i
Rogers, Robert B. Hartford, Apr. 18761 Apr. 22761 M. o. July 81, 61, Sergt. Co. C, 12th €. V.
Toot, B. Buell W. Hartford, [Apr. 18,61 Apr. 2261 M. o. July 31, 61,
Rosenthal, Charles Hartford, Apr. 1861 Apr. 22,761 M. o. July 81, 61, o
Rumrell, Edgar . Hartford, Apr. 18611 Apr. 2 92 J6LAM, e July 8L, 61 ‘
Saundbaum, John B, Hartford, Apr. 18,61 Apr. & 22761 M. o, July 81, "1, . Corp. Co. A, BiRC. V.
Schottlander, Adolph's; Hartford, Apr, 18,61 Apn%,’{%i M. oo, Jaly 81, 61, ]
Sellew, Oliver Hartford, Apr. 18611 Apr. 22761 M, o, July 81, 8L Sergt. Co. A, Tih C. V.
Starbird, George B. | New York, Apr. 25,61 Apr, J) 61 ML o0 July 31, 81
Sternberg, John C. W. Hartford, [Apr. 18,81 Apr. 2 M. oo July 31, 761,
Summerman, Edward  Hartford, Apr 18,7611/ M. o, July 81, 61,
Turnbull, George R. | Hartford, Apr. 23,761 Apr. 25 Moo July 81, 6L tat Lt Co. ¥, 1 C. V.
Wales, Itichard P, tFalls Ch,,Va., July 6,61 GUIM., o, July 31, ’81, Priv. Co. A, AN
Waterman. Henry 8. | Hartford, Apr 18761 Apr. 22761 3. o, July 31, 761,
Watson, William Hartford, Apr. 18,761/ (ML o, July 31, 61 )
Watrous, William H. Hartford, Apr. 18761 ¢ M July 81, "61. 23 Lt. Co. B, 24th G
Weld, Charles 'P. Hartford, Apr, 18,761 A I’m Ixii,i 17th ewt. U.S. L May 14,761, o
Westover, Edwin E. | New Britain, |Apr. 18761 M. oo, July 31, 61, Ist Hergt, Uo, A, 81 GV,
Wetherell, Joseph A. | Hartford, Apr. 18,61, 4 Moo, July 31, 8L Priv. Co. A, guls (SRR
Wetherell, William F. Hartford, Apr. 1861/ Apr. 22,61 3 o, Y:fw 31, 61, )
Willinms, James M. Hariford, Apr 18,61 Apr. 2261 M, o, July 31, 'L, Priv. Co. A, Ist C. V. Cav,
Woods, Edward P, Chie Falls, Ms. Apr. 1861 Apr. & 29, ’é}; M. o, July 51 61,

Infantry'

Company A.

Dite of

4 Piau, of muster i in,

NaME AND RARK. Residence. Eurl)iitt?n‘gxt. Jfg"é‘rzsgg Remarks, Wext SulPquent Service,
ization. :
Captain, :
John C. Comstock, Hartford, Apr. 16,61 Apr. 22,611 M. o. July 81, "61,
1st Lieutenant, .
William H. Hoffman, |Hartford, ,Apr. 16,61 Apr. 2261 M. o, July 31, '61,
. 2d Lieutenant.
George S. Gouge, Hartford, T1Apr. 16,’61 Apr. 22,761 M. p. July 31, ’61. ist Lt. Co. C, 16th C. V.,
Tst Sergeant. .
Benjamin ¥. Prouty, |Hartford, Apr. 16,61 Apr. 22,61\ M. o. July 81, ’61, C&pt Co. B, 60 C. V.
Sergeants,
Ashmead, Austin T, |Hartford, Apr. 1661, Apr. 22’61 M. o. July 81, '61. Capt. Co. H, 12th C. V.
Barker, James L, Hartford, Apr.16,°61 Apr. 2261 M. 0. July 31, 61,
Pond, David 11, Hartford, Apr. 16,61 Apr. 22,611 M. o. July 31, "61. B
Corporals.
Carpenter, Henry Hartford, Apr. 16,61 Apr. 22,61 M. o. July 31, 61,
- Marshall, Andrew Hartford, Apr. 16,61 Apr. 22761 M. o, July 31, '8L. tst Lt Co. B, 6tk C, V.,
Stone, Charles B, Hartford, Apr. 16,61 Apr. 2261 M. o. July 81, "61,
Webster, Georgs Hartford, Apr. 16,61 Apr. 22,61 1M. 6. July 31, ’61,
Musicians. [Rolls, M. o. July 81, ’61.
Fox, Andrew W, Hartford, [ Apr. 16,61 Apr. 22.°61 Ln for Regv'l Band., Trans. to Co. Band, 6th C. V,
King, Frederick A, Hartford, Apr. 16,761 Apr, 22,61 En. for Regtl Band. Trans. to Co.
“Rolls. M. o July 81, ’61.Band, 6th C, V.
Nield, 8amuel 8, Holyoke, Mass. | Apr. 16,761 Apr. 22,61 M. o, July 81, 861, :
Philips, John H, Griswold, Apr 16,761 Apr. 22,761 M. o. July 81, 61,
Privates.
Angerbower, Fred’k | Plainville Apr. 18,’61 Apr. 22°61 M. o. July 31, ’61. st Bergt, Co, E, 10th C. V,
Aunis, William Manchester, Apr. 18,81 Apr. 22,61 M, o. July 81, 61, )
Mxry Charles Manchester,  |Apr. 16,81 Apr. 23,61 M. o, July 31, '61L. 2d Lt. Co. G, 25th C, V.
Babeock, Emerson D. |Hartford, Apr. 16,81 Apr, 22,61 M. o. July 81, ’61, Sergt. Co. A, 12th C. V.
Barsum, Joseph H. - |Hurtford, Apr. 16,61 Apr. 22,61 M. o, July 31, "6L. ist Lt. Co. B, 16th C, V.
BilL, J. Oscar Hartford, Apr, 16,61 Apr. 22,61 M. o. July 81, 61,
Bradiey, Lewis P, Wallingford, [Apr. 16,61 Apr. 2261 M. o. July 31, 61, Muse. Co, D, Tth C. V.
Branel, George H, Hartford, Apr. 16,61 Apr. 22.°61 M. o. July 31, '61.
Brewster, Charles C. Hartford, Apr. 16,°61 Apr, 22,'61/ M. o, July 31, 61, [July 81, 61.1st L&, Co. E, 10th C. V.
Bugbee, wae H. Hartford, Apr. 16,761 Apr. 2261 Wd. June 16, 61, Vienna, Va. M, o ¢
T zess, Jesse W, Hartford, Apr. 18,61 Apr. 22,61 Wd. July 21, 61, Bull Run, Va. M. o.
Cane, Michael New Hweﬁ, Apr.16.°61 Apr, 2261 M. o, July 31, 61, {duly 81, 61,
{?zimw Patrick Hartford, Apr. 16,761 Apr, 22761/ M. o. July 31, 61, Priv. Co, A, 1st ‘squiid V Cave |
Carey, Edward Hartford, Apr 16,761 Apr. 22,761 M. o, July 81, °61, Priv, Co. ig, st G V. .
{ z lin, Frederick Hartford, Apr. 16,761 Apr. 2 }" B61ML o July 81,761,
admr k, George €, \Lmdw%ter Apr, 16,61 Apr, 23, 61 M. o, July 41,61, Sergt, Co. I, 12th C. V.




THE

For the Conneetieut War Record,
The Three Months' Volunteers,

The three months troops were raised in
an cmergency. A erisis had oceurred
which, though not entirely unforeseen,
was startling in its snddenness and im-
portance.  No nation had ever been so
rudely awakened from a long dream of
peace.  For a period of more than eighty
years the people had been devoted to
the development of the resources of the
country, to commerce, agriculture, and
the arts. No preparation had been made
by the loyal States for war, either foreign
ordomestic.  Of the Kastern States prob-
ably none was so illy prepared as Con-
necticut. Adjoining States possessed a
militia well drilled and eflicient, while a
system of organization, merely, without
men sufticient for a respectable regimental
parade, comprised all that Conneectiont
could boast as a nucleus for an army.

But the patriotism of the people proved
superior to these disadvantages. Adju-
tant General J. D. Williams, in his re-

“port for 1861, says:

“ Under these circumstances a eall for
volunteers was promptly made, appealing
to the patriotism of the people, and it was
as promptly responded to by the immedi-
ate tender of a sufficient number of com-
panies to organize a regiment, and within
three days from the date of the orders
they were at the rendezvous at New
aven.”

The Governor issning another procla-
mation, stating that more troops would
be needed, the report just referred to,
says:

“ Within twenty-two days fifty-four

coripanies tendered thelr serviees for|

three months and were accepted. The
President of the United States, having
declined to accept the services of but
three regiments, the others were dishand.
ed.  Two of the regiments dishanded
immediately volunteered for three Years
or duving the war, and were accopted.

* Within six days from the & of
Sovernor's proclamation, twa en

tir
ments were raised, armed, equipped, and
clothed.  Connecticut has the honor of
having been the first State which s
regiment, composed wholly of vols
completely armed, to Washington.”

The services of those brave me

tic

oent o

g0 promiptly responded to the

iheir vounivy from motives of the pres
paird » however much appreciated ac |
the ¥ were rendered, have b

S0 by the glory of subsequent

orgenizations which

ved them.

to the breeze fron

profers of ass
have had the fortune 'nals, or simply by
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to participate in engagements and to
share in vietories affecting vitally the
interests of the country and tending di-
rectly to the suppression of the rebellion,
that o have been one of those who first
sprang to arms, has almost ceased to be a
matter for pride. When, however, this
atrocious rebellion shall have been erush-
ed, and peace shall have allayed excite-
ment and enabled us to take a compre-
hensive view of the great struggle, they
will be awarded no inferior place among
the soldiers of the Republic.

During the winter of 1860-1, the ex-
citement among the people in consequence
of the threats and menaces of those who
afterwards became the avowed leaders
and directors of the rebellion, was most
intense. Enhanced by the successive se-
cession of the Southern States, it reached
its climax when the news of the firing
upon the flag of the Republic, borne by
an unarmed steamer in the harbor of
Charleston, 8. C., followed by the attack
and surrender of Fort Sumter, was re-
ceived. Party prejudices were renoun-
ced, social distinctions swept aside, and
personal animosities forgotten in the
overwhelming rush of aroused patriot-
ism. Men, whose interests, tastes, and
business engagements apparently forbade
any change in their pursuits, forgot inter-
est, laid aside preferences of taste, left
business engagements to fulfill them-
selves, and with an earnestness and aban-
don, witnessed but once in a life-time,
devoted their time, influence and money
to the enlistment of volunteers. No soon-

Lor was the permission to assist in the over.

throw of the rebellion given by the call of
the President and the proclamation of the
Governor, than the minister left parish
and pulpit, the editor his chair, the mer-
chant his
chanie his beneh, the farmer his plow,
and the laborer his spade.  None looked
for office, none calenlated on promotion
none regarded pe

tore, the elerk his desk, the me.

3
sonal interest or pecu-

Ldary benefit, but with enthusiastic love
3 ; 8

for country and veneration for the flag,
threw themselves, with all they possessed,
into “the imminent, deadly breach,” de.

ermined to sustain at all hazards the Zov-
ernment which had proteeted and defond.
The Nation’s flag was thrown,

¥ public and mer-

le building, ate citizens evineed

st
Ivertised in the daily jour-|
word of mouth, were!

etings, o

- patriotism by a similar display, aud, |
- was more useful and convineing, by |

ance and personal effort, |

[Ocronen,
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held, at which whole companies were en-
listed, no reservations heing made by the
volunteers, and no conditions looking to
position imposed. Young.men frecly ;
gave up the golden promises and alluring
prospects of a successful career; middle
aged men left wife and children confident
in the good faith of their fellow-eitizens,
who unconditionally pledged themselves
to support or aid their families during
their absence. A galaxy of names, whose
self-sacrificing tenders of aid, and whose
personal efforts glorify their characters,
may be found in almost every town and
city in our good old State. These times
may be counted among the glorious days
of“the Republic. : :

A glance at the list of residences of
those composing - the three first regi-
ments, will show how generally diffused
was this spirit all over the State. Almost
every town, and hamlet, and neighbor-
hood, sent its represéhtatives to Hartford
or New Haven, the centres of the State,
No one placé can claim preéminence for
promptness in answering the call of the
executive. Men coming in from the
country begged the privilege of entering
company ranks which were already filled.
When a man judged physically unfit was
rejected, a dozen stood clamoring for his
place, while the rejected subject begged
hard to be retained. All supposed that
the force called for—seventy-five thous-
and men—would be sufficient to erush
the serpent rebellion, and each man ex-
peeted that his advent into the rebellious
distriets would be immediately followed
by the clash of arms. It was no holiday
excursion these devoted men thought of
attending. Theknown horrors of war and
the unknown hardships of the camp and
field, (more terrible because less under-
stood,} had no terrors for them. Cheer-
fully they offered their lives and their all
upon the altar of their patriotism. Let
not such men be denied the meed of
praise.

!
|
|

FIRST REGIMENT.¥

The First Regiment Connecticut Vol
unteers was organized by Governor Buck-
ingham under the call of the President,
and were thus arranged, company-wise, in
the regiment:
Hnfantry Co. A, Hartford Cg t, J, C, Comsio
‘ E, Danbury, “ FE E Wildman.
“ ¥ €, W. Locks, Levi N, Hillman,
Y, N, Britais, Fred, W, Hart,
D, Waterbury, * John L. Chatfield,

e et

£
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* I am under obligation to (ol George &,
Bursham, for valuable assistance in the compila.
tion of this sketch of his regiment,
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?L/Y;;;';mtry Co. B, Hérzf‘ord, Capt. Tra Wright.

b & ‘O F, Meriden, “ ‘Theodore Byxbee, :
“ 7 - Bridgeport,® R, Fitzgibbons, |
Rifle “ B, “ % John Speidal, |

“ 0 |

“ A, Hartford, Geo. & Burnham,

Capt. Burnham was afterwards appoint. ‘
ed Lieut. Col,, and Lieut. Joseph I3, Hztw—;‘
ley (now Col. of the 7th) was appointed
Captain in his place. Capt. Chatfield was |
appointed  Major, and Lieut. 3,[:11‘0113!
Coon, now in the Harris Light Cavalry,
was appointed Captain in his place. f

The companies were, for the most part, |
formed from the very small militia (:om-jf
panies seattered through the State, with |
the exception of Rifle Co. A, which was |
composed entirely of new men, or men |
generally without any military experi- §
ence.  This company reported to the
Adjutant General iy Jjust fwelve feom*sf
from its firgt conception, ranks full and |
officers  chosen. George 8. Burnham, |
who joined as a private, was uhanimously}
elected Captain, Joseph R. Hawley 1st]

|
|

Lieutenant, and Albert W. Drake 24
Lieutentant. These three officers subse-

quently beeame:Colonels ; Burnham, Col-|
onel of the 1st and 22d, Hawley of theg
7th, and Drake of the 10th, c
At the time of the formation of the |
company, Capt. Burnham was Lieut, COL§
of the 1st Regiment Connecticut Militia, |
and was the first militia officor who oﬁ’er-g
|

!

|

ed his services to the Governor after the |
call of the President for troops.

On the 20th of April, 1861, Companies |
A, Infantry, and A, Rifle, left MHartford
for the rendezvous at New Haven, escort- |
ed to the station by an immense crowd of
the people, who encouraged them with
cheers, making the scene one of the wild-
est excitement. These two companies
were armed with Sharp’s breech loading

| Co, C, Levi N. Hillman, Captain,

i Co.

1Co

Inear the Hospital.

. 15 the regiment went, into camp

eguine eamyp rules were adopted  and
Jan | d, a n’mrlwii mprove-

’g bury, Jment iu deill and diseipline being notice-
;i H
|

all of Windsoy !

E. F. Marden, 1st Lieut,, Z Tocks
O RS,

S. E. Horton, 2d Lieut., j
Mareus Coon, Captain,

8. W.Carpenter, 18t Lieus,
W. E Morris, 24 Lieut,
E. B Wildman, Captain,
J. D, Stevens; 1st Lieut,

J. W, Bussing, 24 Lieut,, }

Co. D, ully ohszerved,

lable each day, On the oth of May the

CO, H « P
regiment emi

allof Danbury, rrked on the stemmer Bien.

ville for Washington, where they arrived
| Sund , dlay 12th. Ag they marched
ngh the streets of the Capital they
ired great praise for the perfection of

Theo'r. Byxbee, Captain,
G W, Wilson, 1st Lieut., - all of Meriden
O. 8. Banford, 2d Licut,, j

Co. G, Fred. W, Hart, Captain, ! all of New Tivit. ]
W.G.Cunningham 1stLt,, § ain / ! nal and camp equipage, being
O. M. Butler, 2d Licut,, turnished not only with tents but with e
Co. H, R, Fitzeibhons Captain, ) , T o 3 . N
oy e jt i AP ete HtSIptiiat) ¥ . :ores i
1L B0 Hoyt, 1ot Licyt [all of Bridg mplete baggage train,  The regiment

Wm. A, Tee, 2d Licut, §  port.
- A, (Rifle,} J. R Mawley, Captain, 2
A, W. Drake, 1t Liout,
DL G, Franeis, 2d Lisut,

numbered seven hundred and eighty {

Lmen,
allof |7
' {Hm‘éf@m%g
L

780)
The next day after their arrival
they pitehed camp on a spot about twe

. o . (miles from the Canitol east of 7th stree
Co. B, (Rifle,} J. 8peidal, Captain, allof 7 N ! s ! treet,
donn Holzer, 15t Licut., (- Bridze-  near the grounds of Corcoran, the cele,

Geo. Louis, 2d Lieut,, port.

ain
¢ vieinity, Camp established, no Jless
an nine hours each day were devoted to
AL The weather was very warm, and
¢ men suffered much from itg effects,
fany of them had never been aceustom-

rated banker, who had a ruval vill
ha
i

The Iast named company (Speidal’s’
Wwas composed of men of German de
scent, but there was no company in the  d
regiment which had not representatives th
of one or more of the Euaropean nation
alities,  Then as now the eitizens of for- ed to exposure or hard labor, but they
eign descent stood side by side with the | submitted cheerfully to the requirements
descendants of the first settlers, evincing of their novel position.
a5 strong a love for the flag of theiy| On the day of the departure from New
adopted country as though they had beeny Haven, orders were read on board the
born and nurtured beneath its protecting | steamer, making known the appoint-

ment of Col. Tyler to the rank of Briga-
On the arrival of the companies ntf’eiicr General of Volunteers, and the pro-
ew Haven, they were quartered at dift| motion of Lieut. Col. Burndiam to be
ferent public and privatcJnlildi})gg, until Colonel, Major Chatfield Lieut, Col,, and
the Quarter Master's Department could | Cf{PE Speidz.ﬂ? Mfl}'ﬁ}'- The regiment was
provide the necessary camp  equipage, g brigaded with the Second, which :11'1'i}'9d
one company (Hawley’s) occupying one on Tuesday, May T4th, and the Third,
of the buildings of the College, (Yale.) which eane about a ﬂ)l'fl{ight l:lter.' jl"‘he
They soon, however, went into eamp ; camps of the three regiments adjoined
From the moment, of | each other,
arrival in the city, the companies applied] The First had been encamped about a
themselves rigid]y to the mastery of the ! f})l‘tllig}lt when one of those }i;ﬂi} dig]‘(}S»

9

|
tolds, ’

i7

rifles, and were made the flank compa-
nies of the regiment, on marches gen-
erally preceding the regiment as skir-
mishers, -
On the 224, the regiment was mustered
into the service of the United States, or-
ganized as follows : o
Field and Stag, |
Daniel Tyler, Norwich, Colonel, |
George 8 Buruham, Hartford, Lieut. Colopel, f
John L. Chatfield, Waterbury, Major,
Theodore C. Bacon, New Haven, Adjutant,
Justin Hodge, Barkhamsted, Quarter Master,
Henry p, Stearns, Hartford, Surgeon,
Frederick 1., Dibble, New Haven, Assist, Surgeon,
Company Officers.
omstoclk, Captain, ? A
G 5. Gouoge, 1t Lient, ball of Hartford,
W. Hoffman, 2d Lieut.,
Co. 18, Tra Wright, Captain,
4. H. Chapman, 1st Lieut,
D. € Rodman, 24 Lieut,

e

w17

0,

g all of Hartford.

[

cers, especially, soon found their positions  occurred, which make up so much the
to be anything but sinecures, The regi-; attraction of the soldier’s pursuits, The
ment had to be clothed, the men fed, re- | men had finished dinner, and were vari-
duced to the rules of military life gnd§011sly emploved in the brief interval be-
perfected in the drill. Each man had a | tween dinner and drili, ﬁi?{?}iéﬂga writing,
want to be supplied. Some needed one | cleaning equipments, and conversation.
thing and some another. The Quarter- | About the samp everything was orderly
master’s department was tasked to the and quiet, but from the Capital came the
utmost to keep pace with the demands, sound of guns and of bells, supposed by
Company and Regimental ofcers gup- | the men to be the t{ik(}:’ts‘ef public sorrow
plied from their private resources many | at the funeral of Col Ii.HS‘;VOZ't}'}, which
pressing wants which the State was una. | occurred that aftférnoom But presently
ble at the time to mest. In this they all eyes were directed to a horseman,
were assisted by the people with open | who, on a reeking charger, dashed up to
hand.  Ladies made up into bedding and | the Colonel’s tent. He proved ta be a
clothing the material furnished by their imounted orderly fmth orders for tE}@ regi-
male friends, drawing, often, from t’;‘miz-fmem to mar:zh wztbﬂthe utmost &wg%zai‘e?z
own private stores for the comfort of the to Long Bridge, to protect the ecasily
volanteers, talarmed Capital from a threatened attack,

rudiments of military science, The offi.|sions from the monotony of eamp life
y |
|
i

|
|
|
!
|
H
|
i
|
!
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The rattle of the “longroll,” which no
soldier who ever heard can ever forget,
roused cvery man. Horses were sad-
dled, accoutrements donned, arms exam-
ined, the men fell rapidly into line, and
in just fifteen minutes the camp was de-
serted, Ilnme men and sick coming from
the hospital to accompany their comrades.
The march was a hot and hurried one,
the regiment sometimes on the double-
quick filing past others which were being
directed to the same point. Men, who
lined the streets in crowds, cheered,
ladies waved their handkerchiefs, and
other regiments gave them encouraging
words as they hurried by. Reaching
Long Bridge they were informed that
the alarm was a false one, and, disap-
pointed, they turned wearily back.

A week more passed awny, when
another bearer of orders rides into eamp.
A short consultation between General
Tyler and the Colonel, and orders to
move at 12 o’clock that night, (June 1st,)
are promulgated. An early tattoo and

the men, excepting the camp guard, lie
" down to rest for two or three hours.

Twelve o’clock comes soon enough,

and the regiment, followed by its train of

wagons bearing the tents and commisss-

riat stores, winds its way through the

dark woods into the broad streets of

‘Washington, where scarcely an cye sees
-them as they march steadily and silently
through the city. Across Long Dridge,
the head of the column answering the
challenge of the vigilant sentinels who
guard its entire Ienﬂ‘th, and then on
through what appear to be mere apolo-
gies for roads, the men tramp, tramp, mn
impressive silence. Reaching Toacl’s
Mills, on the line of the Alexandria and
Leesburg Railvoad, at suurise, the reg
ment relieves the 12th N. Y., Col. Batter-
field. Pickets are established,
posted, and the men go to work to re-

sentinels

establish a “m’;@. At once the regular
routing of drill is vesumed. A day or
two after i cunp was

their arrival the
visited by Gen. MeDowell,
of the Colonel how ma 5 tines 1l

vho enquired
ment had been enlled up in the
necdless alarms from its p
replyy ©
itimgte oceasion.”

er,’ was the anless

heen some |

heaven,”

is one regiment this s
that
& Eif}\ﬁ‘
try
answered the Colonel.

the General, “1 will see”

s not unneecessarily

are your pickets poste
Lo ;:%3‘13@% againsg p(,»r«i%;fu xzi;';‘;r%m‘f”

“«Well

L7 rejoin
)7 rejoi

out to the picket line he meets the re-
lieved picket-guard coming in with a
prisoner blindfolded. Ie appeared much
pleased at this evidence of faithfulness,
and after questioning the prisoner sent
him to the Colonel. He was found to be
a brother of the rebel commander at
Fairfax Court House, but, as was the
rule in those days, after examination, he
was sworn and then given his liberty.
No doubt this mild treatment of spies by
our government has resulted in greatly
complicating the difficulties which beset
our troops in the enemy’s country.

During the interim between the arrival
of the regiment in Washington and the
march to Roach’s Mills, several changes
occurred in the arrangement of the field
and line officers.

Lieut. Col. Chatfield was appointed
Colonel of the 8d Regiment, vice John
Arnold, resigned.

Major Speidal was promoted Lieut.
Col,, vice Chatfield.

Capt. Byxbee, Co. ¥, was promoted
Major.

1st Lieut. Geo. W. Wilson, promoted
Captain Co. F'; 2d Lieut. Oliver 8. San-
ford, promoted 1st Lieut., and Orderly
Sergeant Daniel T. Lyon, promoted 2d
Lieut., same company.

Capt, Ira Wright, Co. B, bhaving re-
signed, 1st Lieut. Justin IL Chapinan,
was promoted Captain, 2d Lieut. Daniel
C. Rodman, promoted 1st Lieut, and
George M. Coit, Corporal Rifle Co. A,
promnted 2d Lieut. of Co. B.

1st Lient. Edwin I, Marden, Co. C,
vas dropped from the roll, and 2d Lieut.
Stoddard E. Horton and George M.
White were made 1st and 2d Lieuts. re-
spectively of the same company.

Quarter-master Hodge was appointed

i ,'z{I(e Quarter-master, and Morton F.
made Quarter-master in his

is wWas
>§ e,

William G. Ely was made Acting Com-
missary.

Ilev. George W. Webber, having been
winted Chaplain, subsequently (June |
ived and entered upon the dis-
s of bhis duties,
ning

- of %&méw, June

s veturned without having
The movement was un-
reconnoissance

b — -
zt}sei}u**éi‘g intended as a

r gave the enemy, by means
the country, an

the preparations

i
and P ohably
Lo infested
to make

“? ‘«g}éi‘ W

opportu Eui}

which shortly afterwards proved so fatal
to some of the Ohio volunteers. (The
next day, Sunday the 16th, a detail of
four hundred men, headed by Gen. Tyler
and Col. Burnham, started again on the
hazardous attempt to explore the enemy’s
country by railroad. The cars had pro-
ceeded but some three or four miles be-
yond Vienna, when the couplings of the
train broke and they were compelled to
return, lashing the cars together suffi-
ciently to retain them while backing slow-
ly down to the camp. On the way back
the crack of a rifle was heard, and George
H. Bugbee, a private of Co. A, fell shot
through the shoulder. He was standing
near Gen. Tyler, and the shot was doubt-
tess intended for him. The men jumping
from the ‘cars were deployed as skir-
mishers, and after scouring the woods
soon returned with s number of prison-
ers, white and eolored, but the culprit re-
mained undiscovered, and the prisoners,
after the administration of the Govern-
ment’s favorite panacea—the oath of alle-
giance—were allowed to go. Poor Bug-
bee was badly wounded. The ball crash-
ed right through his shoulder, carrying
with it pieces of the bone and leaving a
large ragged hole. He bore the suffering
br‘wely only regretting his hurt was not
received in a fair fight instead of in an
assassin like manner. DOMINUS.
(70 be continued)

-
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For the Connecticut Uf'a;* Record.
Ripeerrerp, Conn., Sept. 20th, 1863,

Mr. Eprror:—1 happened to see in the
columnns of your last, a piece headed “The
7th Coum. bgf@re Fort Pulaski.” It appears
to me the writer signing himself H. L. W,
is trying to run down the 48th N. Y. 8. V.
a little. Now I, being an officer in that
regiment at the time the writer speaks of)
think it my duty to show his error. I have
a good many friends in the Tth Conn. Vols,,
in any way.
in erecting

and will not injure the regiment

1st. The 48th did as much
batteries to reduce Fort Pulaski as the 7th
did, and manned a battery and fired at the
ge;rt during the action from the lower end
of Bird Island.

2d. {A New Year's Call, Jan, 1st, 1862.)
The 48th N. Y. were under a heavy fire at
Port Royal Ferry, three men being wonnded,
he 48th

guer,

And at the assault on Fort Wa
el

was among the leading regiments, losing a
great number of officers and men. The
48th would not bave had the name Fort

Pulaski on their flag if they had not a right
Respectiunlly,

to it 0N

MILES.




186 MEMORIAL HISTORY OF HARTFORD COUNTY,

The light-infantry company in Hartford, known as the “ Hartford

Light Guard,” has not been heretofore mentioned, because it"was, to a

certain extent, “independent,” and classed as such. It attained to a
high degree of discipline, and was the pride of Hartford. Organized in
1835 as the Third Light Infantry company, it became Co. G of tae First
Regiment, in 1853 ; Co. A, in 1859; Co. B, in 1862 ; and was disbanded
in 1863. Its commanding officers were : —

Capt. Roawell B, Ward, 1835 | Capt. Joseph Ritter, 1853 ;
“ Thomas H. Seymour, 18371 ¢ George S. Burnham, 1854
“ Daniel S. Dewey, 1841 “ Levi Woodlouse, 1856 »
“ William S. Roberts, 1842  « "George S. Burnham, 1857 - [ e o0
“ Thomas H. Seymour, 18431 “ TLevi Woodhouse, 1858 - .
“ N. Seymour Webb, 1849 ¢ John C. Comstock, 18G] €~
* Joseph D. Williams, 1851 “ James W. Gore, 1862 .~

Captain Ward was a graduate of Capt. Alden Partridge’s Military
School, and a brother of the late Capt. James H. Ward, U.S. N. Capt.
Thomas H. Seymour, from the satae school, belonged to a family noted

for its military training and
. spirit. e afterward became

the commander of the Ninth
(New England) Regiment, in
the war with Mexico, and was
a gallant and chivalrous offi-
cer. Captain Comstock went
into service in the War of the
Rebellion, as captain of Co. A
of the First Regiment of

V'

Connecticut Volunteers, and
died in the service. Cap-
tains Burnbam and Wood-
Liouse became colonels in
the same service ; and many
other officers of this com-
pany distinguished them-
selves in the war. Captain
Williams was adjutant-gen-
eral during the war period.
In 1853 an Irish-Ameri-
can company was organized
at Hartford, in place of the
disbanded Co. F, of Farm-
lugton. Its captain  was
Edward McManus ; it was
disbanded in 1855. A com-
pany of infantry, organized
at New Britain in 1850 (?), under Capt. Joshua R. King, became Co. A,
and was known as the “ New Britain Grays.” Tt was disbanded in 1859,
A cavalry company was organized at IMartford in 1855, under Capt.
Horace Ensworth. It disbanded, and was succeeded, in 1856, by a like
company at Hartland, under Capt. Almon C. Banning ; the latter com-
pany disbanding in 1861. In 1856 artillery Company A, at Hartford,

COLONEL THOMAS I, SEYMOUR.
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COL. SAMUEL COLT. V 73

The regiment received careful and constant drill, and left
" Hartford for the front on Monday, June 10, seventeen
days after the Third. At State-house Square, the regimen-
tal colors were presented by Lieut-Gov. Benjamin Douglass”
in an earnest speech, concluding thus: “ Remember Sumter!
Remember that there, for the first time in our history, this
blood-bought flag of our fathers was lowered to Americans,
Let this thought fire your patriotism, nerve your arm, and
vive strength to your determination to wipe out this gross
insult from the records of our national history.” The men
then sought refuge from the broiling sun on board the boats.
Fifteen or twenty thousand people were assembled to witness
their departure; and in the midst of cannon-firing, martial
musie, and resounding cheers, they steamed down the pleas-
ant river, not to Washington, but to do picket-duty along
the Upper Potomac. ’ '

On the 25th of April, Col. Sam. Colt offered to raise a
regiment, and arm it with revolving breach rifles of his own
manufacture. His purpose was to have every man over six
feet high, and a good shot,—a regiment of accomplished
erenadiers; and, on May 16, he was commissioned colonel
of the First Connecticut Revolving Rifles. Parts of compa-
nies rendezvoused on South Meadows, at Hartford, in accord-
ance with this plan, under Major George D. Chapman. There
was soon disagreement concerning arms, the appointment
of subalterns, and other important matters; and Col. Colt’s
commission was revoked June 20, and the regiment, then
numbering mnearly seven hundred men, was dishanded?

8 Gov. Douglass, who had hitherto been known as an uncompromising foe of slavery, .
was henceforth distingnished, also, as being one of the most enthusiastic supporters of the
war ; giving freely of his time, labors, and money, first to put men in the field, and then to
mke them and their families eomfortable. v
¥ A fine company of Irishmen from Norwich was ralsed for the Fifth Reglment; but it
10
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T4 ' CONNECTICUT DURING THE REBELLION,

More than half the men returned to their homes; but those
remaining were organized into skeleton companies, and' des-
ignated as the Fifth Connecticut. Orris S. Ferry was im-
mediately commissioned as colonel, and abandoned a lucra-
rative law-practice for the field. The camp was transferred
to a lot on the New-Haven turnpike, a short distance out of
Hartford,

Company A, Capt. H. B. Stone, was from Danbury; which
town furnished its stalwart officers, and twenty of its men:
fifteen were from Bethel, Redding, and Ridgefield; and the
rest from other towns in the vicinity of Danbury. Hartford
officered Company B, Capt. Justin H. Chapman, and furnished
a dozen of the men: the rest came from Bristol (twenty),
Windham (fourteen), Griswold, Southington, and Farmiﬁgton.
Company C, Capt. George W. Corliss, was raised in New Ha-
ven; a few of the men being from adjacent towns, and ten
from Norwalk. Hartford and Waterbury furnished the offi-
cers of Company D, Capt. D. F. Lane, and most of the pri-
vates.  Company E, Capt. Wilson Wyant, was the result of
consolidating two incomplete companies from Norwalk and
Seymour; some thirty of the men, however, hailing from
Westport, Weston, Woodbury, and Naugatuck. Company
¥, Capt. Edward P. Allen, was from Tolland County; Vernon
furnishing the officers and a majority of the men, others
flocking in from surrounding towns. Groton contributed the
captain (Warren W. Packer), first lieutenant, and ten men,
of Company G; Hartford the second lieutenant, and five
men; and, of the remainder of the.company, fourteen were
from Norwalk, and twelve from Stonington. Company H,
Capt. Albert S. Granger, was officered from Putnam ; which
also furnished thirteen of the men: Killingly sent fourteen,
Plainfield thirteen, Woodstock twelve ; and Thompson, East-
ford, and Griswold, the rest. Hartford furnished the officers
of Company I, Capt. Griffin A. Stedman, and two of the

od the First New-York Artillery.  Capt. Thomas Maguire beeame major of the
md was sueceeded by Capt. Willlam A, Berry, killed in front of Petersburg.
te, in turn, was succeeded by Capt. Thomas Seott of Norwich, — Vide Miss F. M. Canl-
kins's History of Norwich.

iment, ¢
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THE FIFTH BEGIMENT. e

men: twenty-five were from Cornwall, thirteen from Salis-
bury, and fifteen from Sharon and Norfolk. The captain
(James Sutton) of Company K, and sixteen men, were from
New London ; the lieutenants, and first two sergeants, from
Waterbury: of the privates, twenty-one were from Wind-
ham, and most of the others from Norwich, Sprague, and
Stonington.

Systematic “recruiting” was not yet vesorted to: the
companies were chiefly the result of spontaneous enlist-
ment. Tt is moticeable thus early that the cities or large
towns monopolized most of the officers; the commissions
‘being frequently secured by those familiar with the ways of
the world, and with managing, even where country towns
supplied a majority of the men. There were men [rom
Norwalk i almost every company of the Fifth, attracted at
the last’ moment, even after companies were organized, by
the call of their popular neighbor to the command. The
regiment was soon full to the maximum, having 1,102 men.
Physically, they averaged the best material ever enlisted in
Connecticut ; and, feeling that they needed only proper dis-
cipline to make them the foremost regiment of the service,
officers and men gave themselves assiduously to the drill.

Many who did not join these early regiments felt that there
might be another call, or even service in the State, and
began to organize home-guards. In the larger towns, com-
panies were formed, and instructed in marching and in the
manual of arms. The lessons were generally rude and
unscientific ; yet many volunteers for the three-years’ regi-
ments went out from these early companies, more efficient
for the discipline there obtained. ’

£

The recruiting, the constant drills, the martial music, and
the bustle of camp-life, greatly quickened the military spirit
in New Haven.¢ In her home-guard were enrolled more
than four hundred members. DBesides these, there were no
less than five companies organized and regularly drilled at

Yy ale College,




STATE OF CONNECTICUT
CONNECTICUT STATE LIBRARY

231 Carror AVENUE . Hartrorp. ConnecTicut 06115

Jc oV

February 18, 1972

Edward W. Sickels, M.D.
835 E. Main Street
Medford, Oregon 97501

Dear Dr. Sickels:

In reply to your letter of January 17, 1972, we are enclosing
information on J. C. Comstock from the following sources:

Memorial History of Hartford County, T. H. Trumbull,
Boston, 1886, p. 186.

The Connecticut War Record, Oct. 1863, pp. 52-54.

Record of Service of Connecticut Men in the War of
the Rebellion ..., Hartford, 1889, pp. 1-5.

Military and Civil History of Comnecticut during the
War of 1861-65, by W. A. Croffut and John M. Morris,
New York, 1868, pp. 73-75.

We hope this will solve your identification problem.

Very truly yours,

LB E. Schmars

Robert E. Schnare
Reference Librarian
Archives, History and Genealogy Unit

RES:gm
Enclosures



STATE OF CONNECTICUT
CONNECTICUT STATE LIBRARY

231 Caritor AVENUE . Hartrorp, Connecricur 06113

March 24, 1972

Dr. Edward W. Sickels
835 E. Main Street
Medford, Oregon 97501

Dear Dr. Sickels:

We are returning your check for $10. Thank you very much for
your thoughtfulness, but we accept no fees for our services.
If we find information on V. C. Comstock, we will let you
know.

Very truly yours,

{;“géi P

Robert E. Schnare
Reference Librarian
Archives, History & Genealogy Unit

RES:sp

Enc.
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PHYSICIAN'S AFFIDAVIT.

&

P TARE NOTICE.—The affidavit should, if possible, be in the handwriting of the affiant; the marginal
instructions must becarsfully cbservel bafore writing out the statement. All the facts in the possession of
af*mm} as to the origin and continuance of the disability should be fully set forth, and the dates of treatment
should be specifically given. If theaflidavit is prepared from memoranda in the possession of the physician
‘that fact should be stated.
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STATE OF NEW YORK
88, ;

2. D, Yommingo —

being duly sworn says; That he is the Clerk of théﬁSpriﬁg

A G SR B w

CITY AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK

b

such has the charge and custody of all the records of the

sald church,and is thoroughly familiar with the same; that

the church record of marriages contains,under date June
2ist 1843 ,the following entry:"John C. Comstock to Miss Mary

Patton - Witnesses Samuel J. Andrews, Ludlow Patton, Tred-

ool

well Ketcham®; and that the church record of Infant Baptisms
contains under date of March 28th 1845 the following entry;

*John Patton Comstock, Born November 17th 1844, Parents

Johnt C. and Mary P. Comstock®.
Depenent further states that the certificate hereto

-annmexed was made and prepared by him from the said church

records,and that it contains true and accurate transcripts

of the entries above ref
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ey vy | . . . :
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Stite of New York, D
Uiy and Cownd -

'y of New York, §
I, JAMES A. FLACHK, Clork of the City and County of NewYork, and also Clerk of the Supreme
i ne g Court of !25}??%}%?:\%34}” }}??12%}“}( € 1Y, That

DOy and Connty, th
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PENSIONER DROPPED.
Certificate No. 2. 87 3 3“0,7 __________
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WO LU G BUDBULLORE DRIOD2 e Th1is day by Lhe above

oo S 4 IR S 3 - P R Ay b

nancd affiant : and 1 certify that 1 read said arffidavit
: o L o h Tl L ek e d o TP
to gaid affiant , and acquainted Mdmwith itz contents before

he excovtod the same.

nor an 1 concernced in itg

[p]
o~
e
v~
]
P
-

ailfiant is personally known %o me: that he is creditable
aifiant i3 personally kine

1 5 ) ~ D S 3 B, ] o ~ 5 “: = ~
person and so reputed in the commonity in which he reside
-
Ve T L. ~ “1 T
Vitness my band and official seal thiz 10th,
. . T OO0
day of August, 1888.
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~oMate of Gomnecticu, ZM ford Goynty, Superior Gourt, Qlerk’s Offce, 5.
; ; ZIY z i
L Ny TN S . P . ) T (
Y, i?,f’l,;,?;f, @ N Q("\?]i P ~eClerk of the County of Hartford, and of the Superior Court i
P within and fr. 5,:}(? County, avhich is ayﬁwfor( and kweper of the Seal thercof, hereby ’
i RN F / -7, == 2 o . 3 . 5

S A o [ certify that/ X0 ¥ rzene 7 JFroo /0 L //é/ Lsquire, whose name is sub- .
7T oo U ,S('ribud(o ﬂze certificate or proof ()f/:1(:1:,110“']cdgmcm of the annéxed instrument, was at the time :

’ of taking sueh proof or acknowledgment a Notary Public within and for said County, duly

commissioned and sworn, with authority Ly thie Lows of this State to administer oaths and take
the acknowledgment of deeds mnd othier fustrunients i that Tam acquainted with his handweiting '
and verily believe that the signature to the said certifivate or proof of acknowledoment is cenuine, f
and that said iustrament is execnted and acknowledzed according 1o the Lans of the State of :
Connecticur, : l[
: ; !
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