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The winner of the 2006 Franz Jiger Award:
Franz von Dreyse 20 ga. side-by-side shotgun. Turn to page 21 for more information.
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The “Best Gun” at the German Gun Exhibit/Vintagers 2006

he judges at the German Gun

Exhibit reached a unanimous deci-
sion in naming this gun the “Best of
Show”. If you look at all the photos, you
will most likely agree.

The condition, the styling of the
action and the hammers, the engraving,

the two Damascus barrel sets and the
completeness of the accessories that
come with the gun all added up to a
most unusual piece.

The first action design for pin-fire
ammunition by Casimir Lefaucheux
dates back to 1833 and further improve-
ments were made in the following
decades. With the advent of center fire
ammunition, pin-fire ammunition faded
away, but the Lefaucheux action found
even greater use with this much better
ammunition with brass cases for rifle
cartridges and cases for shot shells with a
brass base. This can be attributed to the
discovery that brass, when not too thick,
expanded under the gas pressure of the

burning powder, sealing off the breech of

the barrels reliably, but returning to its

of these guns have a forend held to the
barrels by a wedge. Removal of this
wedge is not always easy and the
exchange of barrels much more time
consuming,.

On this gun, each barrel set has its
own forend end held in place by a screw
that stays in place when the barrels are
removed. To remove the barrel, the lever
under the forend is turned to the side.
Pushing down on the end that fits into a
original dimension so that the empty
case could easily be removed from the

cupped recess can open a precisely fitted
latch. This snaps open when pushed and
opens up a gap through which the hinge
pin can be disengaged by opening the
barrel all the way to a stop. As a former

chamber.
This gun was most likely made in the
second half of the 19th century, but an
exact date is not
known. We were not
able to find any infor-
mation about
Sackreuter in Frankfurt
on the Main or M.
Mach in Prag. Neither
can we be sure what
each of them did on
the gun. It seems like
Sackreuter was the
maker and Mach either
the lock maker or the

engraver. gunsmith I can appreciate the work
Not too often do we see Damascus

barrels where the softer iron has been

etched out to a certain depth, making the

pattern of the harder steel wire stand

required to not only make this work, but
also the flawlessly fitting parts.

If some of us might think that the
reloading of ammunition was only made
possible in recent times, here is proof
that we are wrong. Fitted into the hard

proud.

We also admire the beautiful condi-
tion of the bores in both barrels, but
especially in the cape gun barrel with one
.58 caliber bore. The bore is as smooth as
on barrels made from high grade steel
and we found no signs of a steel liner.
The three 16 Ga.shotgun barrels are also
in exceptionally perfect condition.

A special feature that I have never
seen is the arrangement for removing the
barrels from a Lefaucheux action. Most
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case are all the tools needed for reloading

the pin fire ammunition.

We know that pin-fire cartridge cases
were made and sold by a few ammuni-
tion makers of that period. With this set
of tools the owner of the gun could re-
size the cases, add powder with the pow-
der measure, insert a wad that he had cut
with his wad cutter, add the shot with the
shot measure, cover it with the cardboard
wad he had cut and create a roll crimp. A
case extractor completes this tool set.

The brass cartridge cases we tound in
the case are most likely of much later
vintage.

Our sincere thanks to Charles
Woolley for not only sharing this fine
gun with us, but also three others we will
try to show in future Journals. He also
has agreed to come to the Baltimore Gun
Show in March and display some of his
guns on one of our tables there.

J. Sackreuter — M. Mach
Cased pin-fire gun with two sets of barrels
Owner: Charles Woolley, Vermont
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