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72105 CONFEDERATE “LIBERTY OR DEATH” ELAG CAPTURED BY CUSTER’S CAVALRY FROM STUART’S CAVALRY DURING THE
RETREAT AFTER THE BATTLE OF GETTYSBURG IN 1863. Confederate 1st national flag; believed to have been taken from the baggage train at
Jack’s Shop, Virginia during the Confederate retreat after the Battle of Gettysburg when Stuart’s cavalry was protecling Lee’s retreat. 1t was captured by
William Goodman, Company 1, Fifth Michigan Cavalry (Custer’s Cavalry). He enlisted from Salem, Michigan August 19, 1862 and was taken prisoner
at James City, Virginia on October 11, 1863. Goodman remained a prisoner of war and died at the infamous Andersonville, Georgia prison ont July 24,
1964. Accompanied by Private Goodman's family photograph album, which includes a 1/6th plate tintype of him standing with a cavalry saber. Also his
kerchief with other personal and family effects, including a GAR medal.

Authentication: Flag is a variation of the 1st national flag of the confederacy, the “Stars and Bars.” Measuring overall 34%" on the hoist (staff edge) by 53”
wide on the fly. The field is composed entirely of cotton and consists of three horizontal bars - ted uppermost, 11 inches wide but with a gap at the top of
an inch. The center bar is 9%” wide and the lowest red bar is 12" wide. Inset into the upper staff corner but extending only through the top red bar is

2 medium blue canton 12%” high on the hoist by 12%” wide bearing 13 white cotton 5-pointed stars each 3% “ across their points appliquéd by hand to
the obverse side, possibly cut away on the reverse. The leading edge of the flag is hemmed to a depth of % and once bore 4 hand sewn buttonhole eyelets.
The lower and fly edges are decorated with a dark blue silk curtain 1%4” wide secured by floral decorated tape 1" wide. In the center of the white bar is
16%" from the hoist edge is a 3 line motto, LIBERTY/ OR/ DEATH?” in red cotton large block letters with serifs 1% tall.

The ‘Liberty or Death’ motto was a common declaration during the Civil War, a demand made by the Virginian and Revolutionary War hero Patrick
Henry in 1775 at $t. John's Church in Richmond. Many Confederates believed the Civil War to be the second American Revolution in which many of
their ancestors had fought and died. Indeed Patrick Henry’s grandson was William Roane, the former United States Senator from Virginia. Henry’ sister’s
grandson was Confederate General Joseph E. Johnston. "Liberty or Death’ was still very much a mindset during the Civil War.

Authentication: Letters of authenticity and research from renowned Civil War flag expert and author Howard Madaus.

Provenance: Captured by William Goodman, 5th Michigan Cavalry
The Don Tharpe Collection of American Military History

Exhibited: The Liberty Heritage Soctety Museum
Estimate: $80,000-$120,000

View color irmages of virtually every tot and place bids at HA com/CiviWar Session One, Auction #6063 « Sunday, June 24, 2007 » 300 PM ET G5
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1272 COMPENDIUM OF THE WAR OF THE REBELLION

Brigade, Military District of Washington, to February,
1863, Provisional Cavalry Brigade, Casey's Division,
22nd Army Corps, Dept. of Washington, to March, 1863,
1st Brigade, Stahel’s Cavalry Division, 22nd Army
Corps, to June, 1863. 2nd Brigade, 3rd Division, Cav-
alry Corps, Army of the Potomae, to March, 1864, 1st
Brigade, 1st Division, Cavalry Corps, Army of the Poto-
mae and Middle Military Division, to June, 18885,

SERVICE~Duty in the Defences of Washington, D.
Q., till June, 1863. Scout from Centreville to Falmouth,
V&, February 27-28, 1863, Hauxhurst Mills April 13.
On Lawyer's Road, near Fairfax Court House and Fry-
ing Pan, June 4, Ordered to join Army of the Potomac
in the field June 25, Reconnoissance up the Catoctin
Valley June 27-28. Occupation of Gettysburg, Pa.,
June 28, Action at Hanover, Pa., June 30. Battle of
Gettysburg, Pa., July 1-3. Hunterstown July 2.
Monterey July 4. Smithburg July 5 Williamsport
and Hagerstown July 6. Boonsboro July 8. Hagers-
town July 11-13. Falling Waters July 14, ‘Williams-
port July 14, Snicker’s Gap July 17. Ashby’s Gap
July 17, 18 and 20, Battle Mountain, near Newby's
Cross Roads, July 24, Expedition from Warrenton
Junction between Bull Run and Blue Ridge Mountalns
August 1-8. King George Court House August 24.
Hartwood Church August 25. Expedition to Port Con-
way September 1-3, Lamb's Creek Church, near Port
Conway, September 1. Advance from the Rappahan-
nock to the Rapidan September 13.17, Culpeper Court
House September 13. Raccoon Ford September 14-16.
Somerville Ford September 15. Reconnoissance across
the Rapidan September 21-23. Madison Court House
September 21, White's Ford September 21-22. Rob-
ertson’s Ford September 23. Woodville September 30.
Bristoe Campaign October 8-22, James City October
810, Bethesda Church October 11. Brandy Station
October 11. Near Culpeper October 11, Hartwood
Chureh October 12. Grove Church October 14. Galnes-
ville October 14. Groveton October 1718, Gainesviile,
Catlett’s Statlon and Buckland’s Mill October 19, Ad-
vance to line of the Rappahannock November 7-8. Ste-
vensburg November 7. Mine Run Campaign November
26-December 2. Morton’s Ford November 26, Raccoon
Ford November 26-27, Demonstration on the Rapidan
February 67, 1864, Kilpatrick’s Raid on Richmond
February 28-March 4, Fortification of Richmond March
1. Brooks’ Turnpike March 1. Near Tunstail's Station
March 8 {(Detachment), Campaign from the Rapidan
to the James River May 3-June 24. Todd's Tavern
May 68, Brock Road and the Furnaces May 6, Wilder-
ness May 7. Todd’s Tavern May 748 Sheridan’s
Raid to James River May 9-24, Beaver Dam Station
May 9. Ground Squirrel Church and Yellow Tavern
May 11. Meadow Bridge and fortifications of Richmond
May 12. Hanover Court House May 21, Haw’'s Shop
May 24. On ilne of the Pamunkey May 26-28. Han-
overtown Ferry, Hanovertown, and Crump's Creek May
97. On line of the Totopotomoy May 28-31. Haw’s
Shop and Aenon Church May 28 Old Church and Mat-
tadequin Creek May 30, Bethesda Church, Cold Har-
bor, May 31-June 1. Sheridan’s Trevillian Raid June
7.24, Trevillian Station June 11-12. Newark or Mal-
lory’s Cross Roads June 12. Black Creek or Tunstall's
Qtation June 21, White House or St, Peter’s Church
June 21. Jones' Bridge June 23, Demonstration north
of the James River July 27-29. Deep Bottom July 27-
28. Ordered to Waghington, D. C., August — Sheri-
dan’s Shemandoah Valley Campalgn August 7-Novem-
ber 28. Toll Gate, near White Post and Winchester,
August 11, Cedarville or Front Royal August 16, Snick-
er's Gap Pike August 19. Near Berryville August 19-
20. Kearneysville and Shepherdstown August 25. Lee-
town-Smithfield August 29. Smithfield Crossing, Ope-
quan, August 29. Locke's Ford, Opequan Creek, Sep-
tember 13. Seviers Ford, Opequan Creek, September
16. Battle of Opequan-Winchester September 19. Fish-
or's Hill September 21, Milford September 22, Luray
September 24 Port Republic September 26-28. Mt
Crawford October 2. Luray Valley October 8, Tom's

Brook, “Woodstock Races” October 89, Battle of
Cedar Creek October 19. Near Kernstown November
11, Loudon County November 18, Expedition into
toudeun and Faquier Countles November 28-December
3. Raid to Gordonsville December 19-28, Madison
Court House December 21. Liberty Mills December
22, Near (ordonsville December 23. Expedition to
Little Fort Valley February 1317, 1865, Sheridan's
Expedition from Winchester February 27-March 25. Oc-
cupation of Staunton and Waynesboro March 2. Du-
guidsville March 8, Appomattox Campaign March 28-
April 9, Dinwiddie Court House March 30-31. Five
Forks April 1. Scott's Cross Roads April 2. Taber-
nacle Church or Beaver Pond Creek April 4. Sallors
Creek April 8. Appomsattox Statlon April 8. Appomat-
tox Court House April 9. Surrender of Lee and his
army. Expedition to Danville April 23-28. March to
Washington, D. C., May - Grand Review May 23.
Moved to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, June 1. Mus-
tered out June 23, 1865. Veterans and Recruits trans-
ferred to 1st Michigan Cavalry.

Regiment lost during service 6 Officers and 135 En-
lsted men killed and mortally wounded and 3 Officers
and 322 Enlisted men by disease. Total 366,

6th REGIMENT CAVALRY.

Organized at Grand Rapids, Mich., May 28 to Oc-
tober 13, 1862. Mustered in October 13, 1862, Duty
at Grand Rapids, Mich,, till December 10. Left State
for Washington, D. C., December 10, 1862, Attached
to Provisional Cavalry Brigade, Casey’s Division, Mili-
tary Distriet of Washington, to February, 1883, Pro-
visional Cavalry Brigade, Casey’s Division, 22nd Army
Corps, Dept, of Washington, to March, 1863. 1st Bri-
gade, Stahel’s Cavalry Divigion, 22nd Army Corps, to
June, 1863. 2nd Brigade, 3rd Division, Cavalry Corps,
Army of the Potomae, to March, 1864, 1st Brigade,
1st Divisfon, Cavalry Corps, Army of the Potomac
and Middle Miljtary Division, to June, 1865, District
of the Plains, Dept. of Missourl, to September, 1865.
tered out November 24, 1865,

District of Dakota, Dept. of Missouri, to November,

SERVICE.—Duty in the Defences of Washingion, D.
¢., till June, 1863, Secout from Centreville, Va, to
Falmouth, Va., February 2728, 1863, Marstellar's
Place, near Warrenton Junction, May 14. Reconnols-
sanee up the Catoctin Valley June 27-28, Occupation
of Gettysburg, Pa., June 28, Action at Hanover, Pa,
June 30.- Battle of Gettysburg, Pa., July 1-3, Hunters-
town, Pa., July 2. Monterey July 4. Smithburg July
5, Willlamsburg and Hagerstown July 6. Boonsboro
July 8. Hagerstown July 11-13, Falling Waters July
14, Ashby’s Gap July 17, 18 and 20. Berry's Ford July
20. PBattle Mountain, near Newby's Cross Roads, July
24, King George Court House August 24. Expedition
to Port Conway September 1-3. Advance from the
Rappahannock to the Rapidan September 1317, Cul-
peper Court House September 13. Somerville Ford
September 14, Raccoon Ford September 14-16. Somer-
ville Ford September 15, Reconnolssance across the
Rapidan September 21-23. Madison Court House Sep-
tember 21, White's Ford September 21-22. Robertson's
Ford September 23, Bristoe Campaign October 8-22,
James City October 8-10, Bethesds Church October
10, Near Culpeper and Brandy Station October 11.
Gainesville October 14, Manassas Junction October
15, Groveton October 17-18.  Gainesyille, Catlett's
Station and Buckland’s Mills October 19. Advance to
line of the Rappahannock November 7-8. Stevensburg
November % Mine Run Campaign November 26-De-
cember 2. Morton’s Ford November 26. Raccoon Ford
November 26-27. Demonstration on the Rapidan Feb-
rnary 6-7, 1864, Kilpatrick’s Rald on Richmond Febru-
ary 28-March 4. Fortifications of Richmond March 1.
Campalgn from the Repiden to the James River May
3.June 24 Battles of the Wilderness May 6.7; Todd's
Tavern May 5-8; Brock Road and the Furnaces May 6;
Todd’s Tavern Msay 78. Sheridan’s Raid to James




Regiment Assignments

5th Ml Cavalry

{ 3-years )
Organized: Detroit, Ml on 8/30/62
Mustered Out: 6/22/65 at Fort Leavenworth, KS

Officers Killed or Mortally Wounded: 6

Officers Died of Disease, Accidents, etc.: 3
Enlisted Men Killed or Mortally Wounded: 135
Enlisted Men Died of Disease, Accidents, etc.: 222
(Source: Fox, Regimental Losses)

From To Brigade | Division | Corps Army Comment
Dec '62 | Feb'63 | Prov'l Cav | Casey's Military District of Washington
Mar'63 J Jun'63 | 1 Cavalry |22 Department of Washington, D.C.
Jun'63 | Mar'64 |2 3 Cavalry | Army of Potomac
Mar'64 | Aug'64 | | 1 Cavalry | Army of Potomac
Aug'64 f Mar'65 | 1 1 Cavalry | Army of the Shenandoah
Mar '65 § May '65 ] | 1 Cavalry | Army of Potomac

Regiment Casualty Analysis | Regimental Experience
Regiment Personnel Listing | Regimental Report List
Home Page | Demo | E-mail HDS

Historical Data Systems, Inc.
P.O. Box 35
Duxbury, MA 02331




Regimental Casualty Analysis

5th Ml Cavalry

Organized: Detroit, M1 on 8/30/62
Mustered Out: 6/22/65

126 Rows Found Next
Date Place Killed | Wounded | POW | Missing
05/05/62 | Witliamsburg, VA 0 0 | 0
04/19/63 | Hawkhurst's Mills, VA 0 0 2 0
06/04/63 | Frying Pan, VA 0 | 6 0
06/15/63 0 1 1 0
06/30/63 | Hanover, PA 0 3 0 0
06/30/63 | Littletown, PA 1 | 0 0
07/01/63 | Gettysburg, PA 0 2 0 0
07/02/63 | Gettysburg, PA 0 { 0 0
07/03/63 ] Gettysburg, PA 8 27 3 3
07/04/63 | Emmetisburg, MD 0 0 4 0
07/04/63 | Gettysburg, PA 0 0 g 6
07/04/63 | Monterey, MD I 0 i 0
07/05/63 | Emmettsburg, MD 0 0 i 0
07/05/63 | Monterey, MD 0 0 { 0
07/05/63 | Smithburg, VA 1 0 0 0
fe | 07/06/63 | Williamsport, MD 0 0 1 0
07/08/63 | Boonsboro, MD 2 3 0 [
07/12/63 | Hagerstown, MD 0 ! 0 0
07/21/63 | Ashby's Gap, VA 0 0 3 0
07/24/63 | Battle Mountain, VA 0 0 2 i
126 Rows Found Next

Regiment Assignments | Regimentat Experience
Regiment Personnei Listing | Regimental Report List
Heme Page | Demo | E-mail HDS

Historical Data Systems, Inc.
P.O. Box 35
Duxbury, MA 02331

wh

Last

{.ast



e
-
-

Regimental Casualty Analysis

m 5th Ml Cavalry

Organized: Detroit, M1 on 8/30/62
Mustered Out: 6/22/65

First Prev 126 Rows Found Next N Last
g Date Place Kilied | Wounded | POW | Missing
07/24/63 } Newby's Cross Roads, VA i 1 i 0
07/28/63 0 | 0 0
08/04/63 0 0 1 0
08/04/63 | Falmouth, VA 0 0 0 2
08/14/63 | Falmouth, VA 0 0 1 0
08/20/63 | Falmouth, VA 0 0 2 0
08/23/63 | Falmouth, VA 0 t 3 0
09/01/63 | Port Conway, VA i 0 0 0
09/16/63 | Raccoon Ford, VA I 0 0 0
09/17/63 0 0 0 |
09/23/63 | Robinson Creek 0 0 1 0
09/28/63 0 0 i 0
09/29/63 | Hartwood Church, VA 0 0 1 0
10/01/63 | Woodville 0 0 2 0
10/09/63 | James City, VA 0 0 2 0
10/10/63 0 0 1 0
10/10/63 | James City, VA 0 1 12 0
10/11/63 | Brandy Station, VA 3 0 2 0
10/11/63 | James City, VA 0 0 6 0
10/12/63 | Brandy Station, VA 3 0 2 0
First Prev 126 Rows Found Next &5 Last

Regiment Assignments | Regimental Experience
Regiment Personnel Listing | Regimental Report List
Home Page | Demo | E-mail HDS

Historical Data Systems, Inc.
P.O. Box 35
Duxbury, MA 02331



Battle History

RUSSELL'S FORD, VA.
Also known as JAMES CITY
Home OCT. 10TH, 1863
Russell's Ford, Va., Oct. 10, 1863. 1st Brigade, 3rd

Cavalry Division, Army of the Potomac. During the Bristoe
campaign the Confederate cavalry in force crossed Robart
river at Russell's ford on the morning of the 10th and
attacked the 5th W.Y. cavalry picketing that place. The
pickets fell back slowly toward James City, fighting all
way. Brig.-Gen. Henry E. Davies, Jr., commanding the brigad
formed a line of battle near the town and threw out.a strong
skirmish line. The Confederates advanced in heavy column
until they reached a point commanded by Davies' artillery,
when they were compelled to fall back. Their skirmisz
however, kept up a spirited fire all day and at one e
brought a battery into position, but it was socon driven of
Elder's guns. The casualties were not reported.

' s

Source: The Union Army, vol. 6
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Regiment History

MICHIGAN
Fifth Cavalry.
(Three Years)

The ®ifth Cavalry was organized at Detroit and was
mustered into the United States service Aug. 30, 1862. It left
Detroit Dec. 4, 1862, for Washington, D. C., with an enrollment
of 1,144 officers and men.

The field, staff and line officers at organization were as
follows.

Colonel, Joseph T. Copeland, Pontiac. Lieutenant Colonel,
William D. Mann, Detroit. Majors, Freeman Norvell, Detroit;
Ebenezer Gould, Owosso, and Luther S. Trowbridge, Detroit.
Surgeon, John P. Wilson, Pontiac. Assistant Surgeon, Addison
R. Stone, Memphis. Adjutant, Richard Baylis, St. Johns.
Quartermaster, Arthur Edwards, Trenton. Commissary, Dwight A.
Aiken, Pontiac. Chaplain, Oliver Taylor, Detroit.

A, Captain, Wellington W. Gray, Pontiac. First
Lieutenant, William M. Underhill, Detroit. Second Lieutenant,
Samuel Harris, Rochester. Second Lieutenant, Egbert B. Clark,
Clarkston.

B. Captain, Allyn C. Litchfield, Blendon. First
Lieutenant, David Oliphant, Detroit. Second Lieutenant, Myron
Hickey, Davisburg. Second Lieutenant, Robert A. Haire,
Georgetown.

C. Captain, George W. Hunt, Detroit. First Lieutenant,
Horace W. Dodge, Detroit. Second Lieutenant, Jacob Bristol,
Detroit. Second Lieutenant, BEdward G. Granger, Detroit.

D. Captain, Eli K. Simonds, Northville. First
Lieutenant, George S. Wheeler, Green Oak. Second Lieutenant,
Thomas J. Dean, Northville. Second Lieutenant, Henry
Hitchcock, Lyons.

E. Captain, Crawley P. Dake, Armada. First Lieutenant,
Bdward M. Lee, Port Huron. S$econd Lieutenant, wWilliam H.
Rolls, Trenton. 3Second Lieutenant, George R. Barse, Detroit.

F. Captain, Noah H. Ferry, Grand Haven. First
Lieutenant, Abram C. Vanderburgh, Port Huron. Second
Lieutenant, William Keith, Detroit. Second Lieutenant, Elmer
C. Dicey, White Pigeon.

G. Captain, Willliam T. Magoffin, Bingham. First
Lieutenant, Stephen B. Mann, Palmyra. Second Lieutenant,
George W. Townsend, Green Bush. Second Lieutenant, John
Gunderman, Essex.

H. Captain, Stephen P. Purdy, Detroit. First Lieutenant,
Henry Starkey, Detroit. Second Lieutenant, Edgar W, Flint,
Detroit. Second Lieutenant, Henry K. Foote, Detroit.

I. Captain, William B. Williams, Allegan. First
Lisutenant, George N. Dutcher, Saugatuck. Second Lieutenant,
Charles H. Safford, Detroit. Second Lieutenant, Henry H.
Finley, Detroit.

K. Captain, John E. Clark, Ann Arbor. First Lisutenant,
/ H. Petee, Flint. Second Lieutenant, Hobart Miller,
t Second lisutenant, William O. North, Lapser.

L. Captain, Robert F. Judson, Kalamazoo. First
Lieutenant, Benjamin F. Axtell, Kalamazoo. Second Lisutenant,
David G. Kendall, Kalamazoo. Second Lieutenant, Robert C.
Wallace, Detroit.

M. Captain, Frederick A. Copeland, Pontiac. ¥First
Lieutenant, Smith H. Hastings, Coldwater. Second Lieutenant,
Andrew D. Hall, Quincy. Second Lieutenant, George Fairbrother,
Detroit.

Soon after the arrival of the regiment at Washington it
was assigned to the Michigan Cavalry Brigade, composed of the
First, Fifth, Sixth and Seventh Michigan Cavalry, and these

Fi B
regiments served together during the war.

§

Colonel Copeland waz commissioned Brigadier General Howv.
29, 1862, and was in command of the brigade when General Les
crossed the Potomac on his northern campalign.

June 27 the Fifth and Sixth Cavalry, under command of



General Copeland, started on a reconnoisance through
Pennsylvania to find General Lee's army and gather any
information possible that would be of interest to General
Hooker, who at that time was the union commander.

The Fifth on the afterncon of the 28th entered the town of
Gettysburyg and learned that a part of General lee's forces had
pagsed through the place on their way to York, Pa. The corps
of Generals Early and Longstreet were located and couriers were
sent to inform General Hooker of the situation at Gebtysburg.
Just at this time General Hooker was superseded by General
Meade and General Custer was assigned to the command of the
Michigan Brigade and General Kilpatrick was assigned to command

the Cavalry Division.

Russell A, Alger was commissioned Colonel of the Fifth
Feb. 28, 1863. The brigade met the confederate General J. E.
B. Stuart's cavalry June 30, near Hanover, Pa., and drove them
back in a spirited charge, afterwards dismounting and fighti
on foot. The Fifth lost severely, but accomplished the purpose
to which it was assigned.

July 3 the Fifth, with the Michigan Brigade, had one of
the severest cavalry engagements of the war with General
Stuart's forces. The confederate general had marched to the
right and rear of the union army at the bhattle of Gettysburg
and was a serious menace to the Union troops and the reserve

artillery, but the Michligan Brigade realized the critical
situation and by their determined gallantry won a decisive
victory in repelling General Stuart's attack, driving him back
s0 he could no longer threaten the rear of the Union lines.

It is not too much to say that had not the Union cavalry repulse
General Stuart, that a disaster would have befallen the army o
General Meade that might have changed the fate of that day.

The next day the Fifth started to intercept General Lee's
army that was in full retreat upon Williamsport. The Fifth
charged across a bridge on the side of the mountain leading to
Williamsport, where the enemy's wagon train was passing, and
th the brigade captured 1,500 prisoners and destroved a large
wagon train.

wi

On July 8 the Fifth met the enemy near Boonsboro, where
the regiment was dismounted and charged the confederates, who
were behind stone walls, but the charge of the Fifth was so
impetuous that the confederates were driven in confusion to the
rea In this action Colonel Alger was severely wounded and
carried from the field and was not able to take command of the
regiment again until September.

Major C. P. Dake assumed command of the Fifth after
Colonel Alger and Lieutenant Colonel Gould were wounded and the
regiment took an active part in the engagement at Falling
Waters, Md., where the confederates were put to flight by the
gallant charges of the Michigan men.

The Fifth returned to Virginia after General Lee had
crossed the Potomac and in September was at Culpepper Cou
House, Raccoon Ford, White's Ford and the 26th was at Jack
Shop. General Kilpatrick's Cavalry Division was at James City
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Ford and, marching by way of Spottsylvania, soon reached the
Virginia railroad, which was destroyved, as well as all other
public property in the vicinity.

General Kilpatrick with his main force moved upon Ashland
and was then to attack Richmond by way of the Brook turnpike.
But the confederates learned that a Union cavalry force was
advancing upon the city and troops were sent at once to repel
the attack. Kilpatrick's men rode over the outer works of
Richmond, but the inner lines were too strongly guarded with
artillery for his mounted command to force.

He reluctantly withdrew his troopers and started by way of
Loulsa Court House to join the Union lines, which he eventually
reached in safety.

The Michigan Cavalry Brigade started on the Wilderness
campaign in May, 1864, with the army of the Potomac, which
ended in the siege of Petersburg.

The Fifth crossed the Rapidan at Ely's Ford and moved to
Chancellorsville. It was soon engaged in the terrible battle
of the Wilderness on the Brock road. The command moved by the
way of Todd's Tavern to Beaver Dam Station, fighting the enemy
the whole way, and at the station destroyed supplies for the
confederate army estimated in value at several million dollars.

The command crossed the South Anna at Ground Squirrel
Bridge and on the 11lth met the confederate forces under General
J. E. B. Stuart and a severe cavalry engagement ensued. Here
the enemy was routed and met with a disaster in the death of
the cenfederate leader General Stuart from which the cavalry of
the confederacy nevar recovered. It is believed that he
received his death wound from Private John A. Huff of company E
of the Fifth Cavalry, who was afterwards mortally wounded at
Hawes' Shop.

May 15 the command marched to Bottom's Bridge and reached
Malwern Hill the 14th, where it opened communications with
General Butler. After a series of engagements the command
again joined the army of the Potomac May 25. The next day it
started in conjunction with the army of the Potomac and on the
Z8th met the enemy at Hawes' Shop, where the Fifth was
mounted, as the country was too wooded to successfully
maneuver cavalry, and, with the other regiments of the brigade,
charged the enemy and a desperate hand to hand encounter took
place. The losses here in the brigade were greater than in any
vther battle in which it was engaged, testifying to the
severity of the conflict. The Unlon men finally drove the
confederates from their works and were masters of the fie

[N
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In July, 1864, the Michigan brigade was ordered to the
Shenandoah valley, where it took part in all the brilliant
engagements that resulted in driving the confederate forces
under General Barly from the valley and se ing that
vantage ground so it was never occupled agaln by confeder
troops during the war.

[

Two battle flags were captured by the Fifth at Opequan and
llant service at Winchester, Luray, Port
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Crapoe of Michigan and the War Department ensued.

only partial justice was done these men by an act of
Congress passing an appropriation to repay them for being
mustered out in Utah with no way of returning across the plains
except on foot or by wagon train.

A mere outline of the campaigns of a regiment like the
Fifth can give no adequate idea of the marches, hardships and
fighting endured by such a command and only a detailed and
daily account of its marches, reconnoisances, scouts and
battles can furnish a comprehensive history of its officers and
men. That this volume is compiled primarily to give the
individual military history of each member of the regiment is
the apology for the abridged account of the movements of the
regiment.

During the service of the Fifth with the brigade it had

peen engaged with the enemy at Hanover, Pa., June 30, 1863;
Hunterstown, Pa., July 2, 1863; Gettysburg, Pa., July 3, 1863;
Monterey, Md., July 4, 1863; Cavetown, Md., July 5, 1863;
Smithtown, Md., July 6, 1863; Boonsborough, Md., July 6, 186
Hagerstown, Md., July 6, 1863; Williamsport, Md., July &, 18
Boonsborough, Md., July 8, 1863; Hagerstown, Md., July 10,
1863; Williamsport, Md., July 10, 1863; Falling Waters, Md.,
July 14, 1863; 3nicker’s Gap, Va., July 19, 1863; Kelley's
Ford, Va., Sept. 13, 1863; Culpepper Court House, Va., Sept.
14, 1863; Raccoon Ford, Va., Sept. 16, 1863; White's Ford, Va.,
Sept. 21, 1863; Jack's Shop, Va., Sept., 26, 1863; James City,
Ya., Oct. 9, 10, 1863; Brandy Station, Va., Cct. 11, 18837
Buckland's Mills, Va., Oct. 19, 1863; Stevensburg, Va., Nov.
19, 1863; Morton's Ford, Va., Nov. 26, 1863; Richmond, Va.,
March 1, 1864; Wilderness, Va., May 6, 7, 1864; Beaver Dam
Station, Va., May 9, 1864; Yellow Tavern, Va., May 10, 11,
1864; Meadow Bridge, Va., May 12, 1864; Milford, Va., May 27,
1864; Hawe's Shop, Va., May 28, 1864; Baltimore Cross Roads,
va., May 29, 1864; Cold Harbor, Va., May 30 and June 1, 1864;
Tre lian Station, Vva., June 11, 12, 1864; Cold Harbor, Va.,
July 21, 1864; Winchester, Va., Aug. 11, 1864; Front Royal,
Va., Aug. 16, 1864; Leetown, Va., Aug. 25, 1864; Shepardstown,
Va., Aug. 25, 1864; Smithfield, Va., Aug. 29, 1864; Berryville,
Va., Sept. 3, 1884; Summit, Va., Sept. 4, 1864; Opequan, Va.,
Sept. 19, 1864; Winchester, Va., Sept. 19, 1864; Luray, Va.,
Sept. 24, 1864; Port Republic, Va., July 26, 27, 28, 1864;
Mount Crawford, va., Oct. 2, 1864; Woodstock, Va., Oct. 9,
1864; Cedar Creek, Va., Oct. 19, 1864; Madison Court House,
Va., Dec. 24, 1864; Louisa Court House, Va., March 8, 1865;

ive Forks, Va., March 30, 31 and April 1, 1865; South Side R.
R., Va., April 2, 186%; buck Pond Mills, Va., April 4, 1865
Ridge's or Sailor's Creek, Va., bpril 6, 1865; Appomattox Court
House, Va., April 8, 9, 1865; Willow Springs, Dakota,
Territory, Aug. 12, 1865,

oy

;
2.
27

Total enrollment......
Number killed in action............
Number died of wounds........... e
Number died while prisoners of wa
Number died of disease........ oo
Number discharged for disability..

Source: Record of Service of Michigan Volunteers 1861-63
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report of Col, Russell A. Alger, Fifth Michigan Cavalry.

{JARTERS FIFTH MICHIGAN CAVALRY,
Near Stevensburg, Va., September 19, 1863.
T have the honor to report to you the following
of the part taken by the Fifth Michigan Cavalry from
12 to 15, inclusive:

September 12, left Berea Chuxch, Ve
from Brigadier-Seneral Custer, and pro
where we arrived at % p. m. and bivoua

13, resumed our march at 6 a. m., crossing
ichigan being in advance of brigade. Proce
1 we were ordered into line of battle. At
cur march until within about 3 miles of Culp
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and wounding and capturing wr. We were then
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t

1t a mile of tha

o

ard Culpeper
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dismount and drive



from the field. Skirmishing all the way into town we arrived there
at 2 p. m.; passed through, and halted about a mile beyond the town.
Resumed the march until 8 p. m., when we bivouacked about 3 miles
northeast of Culpeper Court-House.

September 14, resumed the march at 7 a. m. toward Raccoon Ford,
Va., arriving near there about 10 a. m., and supporting dismounted
skirmishers the rest of the day.

September 15, encamped in piece of woods one~half mile in rear of
the ford.

very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. BA. ALGER,
Colonel, Commanding.

Lieut. J. W. NEWTON,
Acting Assistant Adjutant~-General.

Source: Official Records
CHAP. XLI1.] ADVANCE OF THE UNION FORCES, ETC. PAGE 124-48
{Series I. Vol. 29. Part I, Reports. Serial No. 48.]
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Nancy Garvey

From:

Sent: M

To:

Cc: NET
Subject: Death
Garry

Thank you for going the extra mile. If you ever need a letter of your Quality and Customer Service, Please feel free to
contact me.

All the Best, Joe Murphy

In a message dated 5/10/2011 10:01:1 5 A.M. Eastern Daylight Time, g.hendershott@comcast.net writes:

Yes, | just got off the phone with Les Jensen at West Point he will finish the Authentication over this
coming weekend and send it. He said the flag was genuine and a great flag, and that we will have his
Letter of Authenticity next week, | have the Official Records from the War Department, and will send
everything together in 1 package all at one time to the Office.

Thank you for being patient with my getting this done, as well as helping me see it thru!
You will have everything next week at the office. Thanks again Gary

From:
To:"g
Cc:
Sent: day, May 2, 18:25:27
Subject: RE: Confederate Flag

Gary,

The flag was returned yesterday (Sunday, May 1*). 1 would imagine we’ll receive some form of written
appraisal in the not too distant future. Thanks so much.

Nancy

From

| have Vonnie with Horse Soldier Research going to Army Heritage Center in Carlisle PA to go thru
Howard Madaus records this week ( his widow donated all of his research to the US Army) Then as a
back up plan | have Les Jensen at the USMA West Point Museum on standby to re-authenticate the
flag if Vonnie cannot find Howies Letters on the flag.

Nancy, this means we will not move the flag this week, so dont worry about it this week and good luck
on your surgery. If Vonnie finds all the paperwork at the Army, then she will ofcourse make copies of

his Authentication and we will not have to trouble you with moving the flag again!
1



If she can not locate his files then we will pick the flag up next week, | will give you plenty of notice
and drive it to West Point NY for Les Jensen to Authenticate the Flag ( then drive it back the next day -
same driver as before). | also have the curator of the Tennessee State Museum on standby to look at

the flag too.

Thank you

Ga
a}

Thanks so much for the update....

From: g.hendershott@comcast.net [mailto:g.hendershott@comcast.net]
Sent: Tuesday, March 29, 2011 10:28 AM

To: Nancy Garvey

Cc: Nevisman

Subject: Re: Confederate Flag

OK | have gotten started and contacted 2 different museums regarding Howard Madaus records, and
should be able to get a copy of his original Letter of Authenticity from 2007 ( he died in 08').

I will get the Official Records for the Michigan cavalry guy that captured it. And track down Craig
Nanos and get a letter from him too....

| will wait until | get the above before we move the flag again, should know within a few days if | can
get a copy of the original L of A, then move forward from there.... | will keep you both posted on the
schedule of all of this. Thanks again for your patience.. Gary

| may take the flag to Hagerstown MD to Fonda Thomsen's to have the fabric analysis done but will
wait and do everything at one time depending on the above.. and set it up for a quick tum around.

Thank you again — | am mailing a check today to the office in new Hope for $2500 refund for the silver
cup, just hold onto the silver cup and we will do all at one time.....

Gary,
That's fine.... I'll wait to hear from you. | do not access e-mail Friday through Sunday. I'll be in the office
Monday through Thursday of next week as well. Thanks so much...

Nancy



Subject: Re:

No Dates set yet, but will take to Fonda Thomsen at Textile Preservation in Northern Maryland on the
PA border, she is the recognized expert on textile analysis, and | am trying to Reach the Flag
Research Center in Santa Rosa, CA to get a copy of Howard Madaus letter of authenticity, Howie died
about 3 years ago and willed all of his records to this Flag Research non-profit in CA. Then there is
another expert Gregg Biggs who works for the Tennessee State Museum.

But will start with the first 2, to rebuild the lost file, and if we need a 3rd opinion will bring in Bigg's while
flag is at Fonda's...

1st | will set up Fonda for a quick turn around 2 to 3 weeks, once | have that date set then will dove tail
all the others in that time frame. I plan on having everything done before May 15th.

I will pay all expenses and give you Insurance Policy while out of your hands for 2 to 3 weeks, | will
pay all authenication expenses, courier's etc....

Thanks for your patience, and | appreciate your working with me....! will know ETA by Monday. Gary

Joe had asked me if | had heard from you re picking up the flag to be appraised. Can you please let me
know when this might happen? Joe said if this couldn’t be done or if the flag isn’t authentic, then you
would return the funds he paid for the flag. I'll wait to hear from you and be happy to discuss my
availability. Thanks again...

Nancy




Oh yes, paid in Full, and you still have a Report coming from Les Jensen from West Point this week too! Les is
mailing direct to you at the office his authentication report on the Flag for Joe's files, so you have one more
package to come! Thanks again gary

! ay 23, 2011 8:22:56 AM
Subject: Confederate Flag

Gary,

I've received your FED EX package this morning. It was delivered on Friday, but I’'m not in the office on
Fridays. I'll make sure Joe sees the research information when he returns from Florida. | do have one
question — an invoice is in the folder for a balance due of $61.00. Have you paid this? I'm attaching a copy for
your convenience. Again, thanks so much for all you’ve done to accomplish this research.

Nancy




I'have examined a Confederate First National pattern flag in your possession
which may be described as follows:

Description: Flag, Confederate First National pattern, made of cotton. The flag
measures overall 24.5” on the hoist and 52 5/8” on the fly. The canton measures 12 1/8"
on the hoist and 12 5/8” on the fly. It is made of light blue, slightly glazed cotton, woven
in a tabby weave with a thread count of 50 threads per inch in the warp and weft. There
are thirteen stars, made of white cotton, tabby weave, 60 X 60 TPI, spaced across the
canton, 4 across the top, 4 across the bottom, 2 each on the ri ght and left sides filling in,
and one in the center. The stars are made with thin, long points, and measure, on average
3.757 in diameter. They are hand sewn to the canton. The star direction varies within the
flag and the rows. Along the top, from the hoist to the fly, the stars point down, up, down,
up. Along the bottom they point down, then the remaining three point up and to the right.
Taken as a group, the four stars on the left of the canton, top to bottom (including the two
in the top and bottom rows, respectively) point down. The four on the ri ght point up. The
center star points up and to the right.

The three bars are made with each bar in two pieces. A vertical seam, located 22.25" out
from the fly edge of the canton, goes through all three bars.

The upper red bar is of cotton, tabby weave, 64 X 64, and is 40™ long, in two sections;
one, extending 22.25 out from the fly edge of the canton, and the second, continuing
17.75” out to the fly end. The bar is 11 1/8” wide. It is set about 1™ below the line of the
upper edge of the canton; the upper right corer essentially in the air.

The middle white bar, vertically seamed along the same line as the other two bars, is 52
5/8" long and 9 %~ wide. It is made of white cotton, tabby weave, 72 X 72.

The lower red bar, like the white bar above it, is seamed vertically, and is 52 5/8™ long. It
is I'1 1/8” wide and is made of the same material as the upper red bar.

Set in the approximate middle of the white bar is the motto: “LIBERTY/OR/DEATH.™
This motto is made from individually cut out letters made of red cotton, appareWhe

V/



Confederate First National Flag with “LIBERTY OR DEATH” motto

same material as the rest of the flag, and cut 1.5” high. The left edge of the three sections
are set from the hoist as follows:

From Hoist Edge

LIBERTY 16.5”
OR 21.5”
DEATH 18.25”

The lettering is Roman, serif with the “A” in “DEATH” having its middle bar extending
only halfway from the fly towards the hoist, not connecting.

Set along the fly and bottom edges of the flag is dark blue fringe. probably cotton, 1.5
long, set on a woven, flowered tape 5/16” wide. There is no evidence that fringe was ever
applied to the top edge of the flag. The top edge is a selvedge edge.

The hoist edge of the flag is turned under for about 1.5 in the area of the white and red
stripes, and there are four rectangular holes, bound with buttonhole stitch, spaced along
the hoist; at the top, bottom of the canton near the confluence of the white and lower red
stripe and at the bottom of the red stripe, which were apparently for ties to attach the flag
to a pole.

The flag was framed when examined. The reverse side of the flag could not be accessed.

Observations:

History: This flag was first offered for sale to the public in the Heritage Auctions sale of
June 24, 2007. It had previously been in the collection of Donald Tharpe. No
documentation, other than the catalog entry, accompanied the flag. According to the
information provided in the catalog, it had been captured by Private James Goodman,
Company I, 5" Michigan Cavalry, and a wartime photograph of Goodman in a family
photo album, plus a kerchief, a GAR medal and other unspecified family items
accompanied the flag (copy attached). Goodman enlisted August 19, 1862 and was
captured at James City, Virginia October 11, 1863. He died in Andersonville prison,
Georgia July 24, 1864. A previous letter of authenticity drafted by Howard Michael
Madaus cannot now be located.

It was stated in the catalog that it was “believed to have been taken from the baggage
train” of Stuart’s Cavalry at Jack’s Shop, Virginia, during the Confederate retreat after
Gettysburg. No particular reason was provided for this statement.

Clearly. assuming Goodman was the actual captor, the flag could not have been captured
except between August 19, 1862 (when he enlisted) and October 11, 1863 (whenJre-was
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captured). Until February, 1863, the st Michigan Cavalry performed duty in the
defenses of Washington. From February 1863 on, the regiment was in a large number of
locations, some of them engagements, to wit:

February 27-28, 1863 - Scout from Centreville to Falmouth, Va.

April 13, 1863 — Haxhurst Mills

June 4, 1863 — On Lawyer’s Road, near Fairfax Court House and Frying Pan.

June 25, 1863 — Ordered to join Army of the Potomac in the field; assigned to
Brigade, 3d Division, Cavalry Corps

June 27-28, 1863 — Reconnaissance up the Catoctin Valley, Md.

June 28, 1863 — Occupation of Gettysburg, Pa.

June 30, 1863 — Action at Hanover, Pa.

July 1-3, 1863 — Battle of Gettysburg, Pa.

July 2, 1863 - Hunterstown, Pa.

July 4, 1863 - Monterey, Pa.

July 5, 1863 -- Smithburg, Pa.

July 6, 1863 — Williamsport and Hagerstown, Md.

July 8, 1863 — Boonsboro, Md.

July 11-13, 1863 — Hagerstown, Md.

July 14, 1863 — Falling Waters, Md.

July 14, 1863 — Williamsport, Md.

July 17, 1863 — Snicker’s Gap, Va.

July 17, 18 and 20, 1863 — Ashby’s Gap, Va.

July 24, 1863 — Battle Mountain, near Newby’s Cross Roads, Va.

August 1-8, 1863 — Expedition from Warrenton Junction between Bull Run and Blue
Ridge Mountains, Va.

August 24, 1863 - King George Court House, Va,

August 25, 1863 — Hartwood Church, Va.

September 1-3, 1863 — Expedition to Port Conway, Va.

September 1, 1863 — Lamb’s Creek Church, near Port Conway, Va.

September 13-17, 1863 — Advance from the Rappahannock to the Rapidan, Va.

September 13, 1863 — Culpeper Court House, Va.

September 14-16, 1863 — Raccoon Ford, Va.

September 15, 1863 - Somerville Ford, Va.

September 21-23, 1863 —~ Reconnaissance across the Rapidan, Va.

September 21, 1863 — Madison Court House, Va.

September 21-22, 1863 — White's Ford, Va.

September 23, 1863 — Robertson’s Ford, Va.

September 30, 1863 — Woodville, Va.

October 8-22, 1863 - Bristoe Campaign, Va.

October 8-10, 1863 — James City, Va.

October 11, 1863 — Bethesda Church, Ya,

')ﬂd
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October 11, 1863 — Brandy Station, Va.
October 11, 1863 — Near Culpeper, Va.
Private Goodman captured 11 October, 1863, James City, Va.

The entry from Frederick Dyer, A Compendium of the War of the Rebellion, detailing the
st Michigan Cavalry’s Service is attached. Despite the large number of actions, details
on any of them except the largest are sparse. In some cases, no after-action reports were
written. A search of War of the Rebellion; Official Records of the Union and

Confederate Armies for the period in question reveals no information about any element
of the 5™ Michigan Cavalry capturing any flags at any time. Thus, where Goodman
acquired the flag is unknown.

The flag itself has many details that are consistent with known Confederate flags. The
materials, size, hand sewing and general configuration are mirrored in other flags. At the
same time, the star design is highly unusual. Indeed, I could not find any other
Confederate flag with stars whose points are as narrow as on this flag. The motto
“LIBERTY OR DEATH" suggests a Virginia origin, since it was Patrick Henry’s
utterance of the phrase that propelled it into significance, and there is at least one other
Virginia flag (115" Virginia Militia, Hampton History Museum) with the phrase. The
canton corner “in the air” is also odd, but there are flags which do not line up properly,
including one at the West Point Museum, captured at Port Hudson, whose canton extends
down into the white stripe rather than its lower edge lining up with that stripe. That said,
there is nothing to prove that the flag was acquired as a result of enemy action. It could
easily have come from a house or public building. The general design suggests a
homemade flag, and its condition suggests that it had not seen much use.

Conclusion: Based on the information provided, this flag has no verifiable history prior
to its entering the Tharpe collection. Despite its rather unusual star pattern and canton
construction, it does appear to be an original flag of the Civil War period. It should
certainly be tested for dye and thread content. Perhaps additional research will reveal
something more about its history.

As always, you may share this letter with any potential purchaser, and you may indicate
that a letter of authenticity from an acknowledged expert is available, but I would ask that
my name not be used in any direct advertising for the sale of this piece.

Sincerely,

Lesdensen

/
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1 NATIONAL CSA BATTLE FLAG
JEB STUART’S CAVALRY

CAPTURED BY GENERAL CUSTER’S CAVALRY
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1272 COMPENDIUM OF THE WAR OF THE REBELLION

Brigade, Military District of Washington, to February,
1863. Provisional Cavalry RBrigade, Casey’s Division,
29nd Army Corps, Dept. of Washington, to March, 1863.
1st Brigade, Stahel’s Cavalry Division, 22nd Army
Corps, to June, 1863, ond Brigade, 3rd Division, Cav-
alry Corps, Army of the Potomae, to March, 1864. 1st
Brigade, 1st Division, Cavalry Corps, Army of the Poto-
mac and Middie Military Division, to June, 1865.
SERVICE.—Duty in the Defences of Washington, D.
C., till June, 1863. Scout from Centreviile to Falmouth,
Va., February 27-28, 1863. Hauxhurst Mills April 13.
On Lawyer's Road, near Fairfax Court House and Fry-
{ng Pan, June 4, Ordered to joln Army of the Potomac
in the field June 25 Reconnoissance up the Catoctin
Valley June 27-28. Occupation of Gettysburg, Pa.,
June 28. Action at Hanover, Pa., June 30. Battle of
Gettysburg, Pa, July 1-3. Hunterstown July 2.
Monterey July 4. Smithburg July 5. Wwiiliamsport
and Hagerstown July 6. Boonsboro July 8. Hagers-
town July 11-13. Falling Waters July 14. Williams-
port July 14 Snicker’'s Gap July 17. Ashby's Gap
July 17, 18 and 20. Battle Mountain, near Newby’s
Cross Roads, July 24 Expedition from ‘Warrenton
Junction between Bull Run and Blue Ridge Mountains
August 1-8. King George Court House August 24,
Hartwood Church August 95. Expedition to Port Con-
way September 1-3. Lamb’s Creek Church, near Port
Conway, September 1. Advance from the Rappahan-
nock to the Rapidan September 13-17. Culpeper Court
House September 13. Raccoon Ford September 14-16.
Somerville Ford September 15. Reconnolssance ACross
the Rapidan September 21.23. Madison Court House
September 21. White's Ford September 21-22. Rob-
ertson’s Ford September 23. Woodville September 30.
Bristoe Campaign October 822, James City October
8-10. Bethesda Church October 11. Brandy Station
October 11. Near Culpeper October 11. Hartwood
Church October 12. Grove Church October 14. Galnes-
ville October 14, Groveton October 17-18. Gainesville,
Catlett’s Station and Buckland’s Mill October 19, Ad-
vance to line of the Rappahannock November 7-8. Ste-
vensburg November 7. Mine Run Campaign November
9¢-December 2. Morton's Ford November 26. Raccoon
Ford November 26-27. Demonstration on the Rapidan
February 6-7, 1864. Kilpatrick’'s Rald on Richmond
February 28-March 4. Fortificatlon of Richmond March
1. Brooks' Turnpike March 1. Near Tunstall’s Statlon
March 3 (Detachment). Campaign from the Rapidan
te the James River May 3-June 24. Todd’s Tavern
May 5-6. Brock Road and the Furnaces May 6. Wilder-
ness May 6-7. Todd’s Tavern May 7-8. Sheridan’s
Rald to James River May 9-24. Beaver Dam Statlon
May 9. Ground Squirrel Church and Yellow Tavern
May 11. Meadow Bridge and fortifications of Richmond
May 12. Hanover Court House May 21. Haw's Shop
May 24. On line of the Pamunkey May 26-28. Han-
overtown Ferry, Hanovertown, and Crump’s Creek May
27. On line of the Totopotomoy May 28-31. Haw’s
Shop and Aenon Church May 98~ Old Church and Mat-
tadequin Creek May 30. Bethesda Church, Cold Har-
bor, May 31-June 1. Sheridan’s Trevilllan Raid June
7-24. Trevillian Station Jume 11-12, Newark or Mal-
lory’s Cross Roads June 12. Black Creek or Tunstall's
Station June 21. White House or St Pater's Church
June 21. Jones' Bridge June 23. Demonstration north
of the James River July 27-29. Deep Bottom July 27-
28. Ordered to Washington, D. C., August —. Sherl-
dan's Shenandoah Valley Campalgn August T-Novem-
ber 28. Toll Gate, near White Post and ‘Winchester,
August 11. Cedarville or Front Royal August 16. Soick-
er's Gap Pike August 19. Near Berryville August 19-
20, Kearneysville and Shepherdstown August 25. Lee-
town-Smithfield August 29. Smithfield Crossing, Ope-
quan, August 29. Locke’s Ford, Opequan Creek, Sep-
tember 13. Sevier's Ford, Opequan Creek, September
15. Battle of Opequan-Winchester September 19. Fish-
er's Hill September 21. Miiford September 22. Luray
September 24. Port Republic September 26-28. Mt.
Crawford October 2. Luray Valley October 8. Tom's

Brook, “Woodstock Races,” October 89, Battle of
Cedar Creek October 19. Near Kernstown November
11. Loudon County November 18. Expedition into
Loudoun ard Faquier Counties November 28-December
3. Raid to Gordonsville December 19-28. Madison
Court House December 21. Liberty Mills December
22, Near Qordonsgville December 23. Expedition to
Little Fort Valley February 13-17, 1865. Sheridan’s
Expedition from Winchester February 927-March 25. Oc-
cupation of Staunton and Waynesboro March 2. Du-
guidsville March 8. Appomattox Campalgn March 28-
April 9. Dinwiddie Court House March 30-31. Five
Forks April 1. Scott’s Cross Roads April 2. Taber-
nacle Church or Beaver Pond Creek April 4. Sallor’s
Creek April 6. Appomattox Station April 8. Appomat-
tox Court House April 9. Surrender of Lee and his
army. Expedition to Danville April 23-29. March to
Washington, D. C., May —, Grand Review May 23.
Moved to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, June 1. Mus-
tered out June 23, 1865. Veterans and Recruits trans-
ferred to 1st Michigan Cavalry.

Regiment lost during service 6 Officers and 135 En-
listed men killed and mortally wounded and 3 Officers
and 322 Enlisted men by disease. Total 366.

6th REGIMENT CAVALRY.

Organized at Grand Rapids, Mich.,, May 28 to Oc-
tober 13, 1862. Mustered in October 13, 1862. Duty
at Grand Rapids, Mich, till December 10. Left State
for Washington, D. C., December 10, 1862. Attached
to Provisional Cavalry Brigade, Casey’s Division, Mil-
tary District of ‘Washington, to February, 1863. Pro-
visional Cavalry Brigade, Casey’s Division, 22nd Army
Corps, Dept. of Washington, to March, 1863. 1st Bri-
gade, Stahel’s Cavalry Division, 22nd Army Corps, to
June, 1863. 2nd Brigade, 3rd Division, Cavalry Corps,
Army of the Potomac, to March, 1864. 1st Brigade,
1st Division, Cavalry Corps, Army of the Potomac
and Middle Military Division, to June, 1865. District
of the Plains, Dept. of Missouri, to Septemnber, 1865,
tered out November 24, 1865.

District of Dakota, Dept. of Missouri, to November,
1865.

SERVICE.—Duty in the Defences of Washington, D.
C., till June, 1863, Scout from Centreville, Va., to
Falmouth, Va., February 27-28, 1863. Marstellar’s
Place, near Warrenton Junction, May 14, Reconnois-
sance up the Catoctin Valley June 27-28. Occupation
of Gettysburg, Pa., June 28, Action at Hanover, Pa.,
June 30. Battle of Gettysburg, Pa., July 1-3. Hunters-
town, Pa., July 2. Monterey July 4. Smithburg July
5. Willlamsburg and Hagerstown July 6. Boonsboro
July 8. Hagerstown July 11-13, Falling Waters July
14, Ashby's Gap July 17, 18 and 20. Berry's Ford July
20. Battle Mountain, near Newby’'s Cross Roads, July
24. King George Court House August 24, Expedition
to Port Conway September 1.3. Advance from the
Rappahannock to the Rapidan September 13-17. Cul-
peper Court House September 13. Somerviile Ford
September 14. Raccoon Ford September 14-16. Somer-
ville Ford September 15 Reconnoissance across the
Rapidan September 21-23. Madison Court House Sep-
tember 21. White’s Ford September 21-22. Robertson’s
Ford September 23. Bristoe Campalgn October 8-22.
James Clty October 8-10. Bethesda Church October
10. Near Culpeper and Brandy Statlon October 11.
Galnesville October 14, Manassas Junction October
15. Groveton October 17-18. Galnesville, Catlett’s
Station and Buckland’s Mi'ls October 19. Advance to
line of the Rappahannock November 7-8. Stevensburg
November & Mine Run Campalgn November 26-De-
cember 2. Morton's Ford November 26. Raccoon Ford
November 26-27. Demonstration on the Rapidan Feb-
ruary 67, 1864. Klilpatrick’'s Raid on Richmond Febru-
ary 28-March 4. Fortiflcations of Richmond March 1.
Campaign from the Rapidan to the James Rlver May
3.June 24. Battles of the Wilderness May 5-7; Todd’s
Tavern May 5-6; Brock Road and the Furnaces May 6;
Todd’s Tavern May 7-8. Sheridan’s Rald to James







THIRTEEN STAR CONFEDERATE FIRST NATIONAL FLAG WITH 5™ MICHIGAN CAVALRY
CAPTURE HISTORY

The secession of Southern states began in December, 1860 and carried into January 1861. By
month’s end, seven states had left the Union; South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi,
Louisiana, Texas and Florida. In February, 1861, delegates from these states gathered in
Montgomery, Alabama to form a new government, lay out a constitution, elect a president and
legislature and provide for the military defense.

The Provisional Congress of the Confederate States was seated on February 4", 1861 with
delegates from each state save Texas, whose members would arrive late. After swearing in the
members, the first order of business was to establish a constitution for the new nation. On
February 9, the Committee on Flag and Seal, chaired by William Porcher Miles, was formed to
handle the task of creating a flag for the new nation. There was an unstated deadline for the
committee to do its work for on March 4, 1861, Abraham Lincoln would be inaugurated as the
next president of the United States and the Confederacy wanted to have its new banner on at
least one flag staff by then. Miles, from South Carolina, was the perfect choice for he was very
knowledgeable in heraldry.

Designs poured in from all over the South and as well as from the north. On each day of the
congress new designs were championed on the floor in the public sessions to great applause
before being turned over to Miles' committee. The designs divided into several categories. One
group, as Miles stated, “are very elaborate, complicated or fantastical.” These designs included
the eye of God with his hand coming from a cloud, flags that looked like European coats of
arms, with cotton plants or other interesting devices. These were rejected for being too
complex; Miles’ committee was seeking simple but striking. The largest grouping of flags
resembled the Stars and Stripes of the United States with stars, stripes or bars and cantons.
The second largest grouping used the Cross of St. George, the symbol of England, which was
the dominant heritage of the new Confederacy. Several flags of this design came from Miles’
state of South Carolina. A few flags bore saltier, known today as the St. Andrews Cross, but
only six can be so documented, five times less numerous than those with the English cross.

Ultimately, the committee settled on four models. One was designed by Miles, a red flag with
blue diagonally crossed bars (a saltier of heraldry as he called it) with seven white stars. This
was voted down being derisively called, “a pair of blue suspenders.” It would return with a few
more stars in September 1861 and later be adopted as the battle flag of the Army of Northern
Virginia becoming the most famous of all Confederate flags. Another model bore a red field with
a blue circle while yet another featured a blue canton with seven white stars and probably seven
stripes (Miles wrote about it in 1872 and could not recall). The model chosen was designed by
the flag committee itself as reported in period newspapers, “The flag originated from the
Committee, and was not taken from any of the numerous models referred to them.” This fact
shoots down completely the post-war claims made by Orren Randolph Smith of North Carolina
and Nicola Marschall of Alabama. These claims did not show up until well after the war and
pitted the two states against each other. The Flag Committee’s scrapbook rests in the National

Archives and an examination of it will not yield either man’s name as a flag contributor in 1861.

Miles, a fire eater, was not that happy with the flag but the deadline had arrived and on March
4t 1861, Miles reported to the Provisional Congress the committee’s choice, “Your committee,

therefore, recommend that the flag of the Confederate State of America shall consist of a red



field with a white space extending, horizontally, through the center, and equal in width to one-
third of the width of the flag; the red spaces, above and below, to be the same width as the
white: the Union blue extending down through the white space and stopping at the lower red
space; in the center of the Union, a circle of white stars corresponding in number with the States
in the Confederacy.” The committee retained the typical red, white and blue colors of republican
government.

Based on the committee’s work, the Congress accepted the flag without passing a flag act to
make it law probably due to the time factor and significance of March 4th. The winning design,
a model made for the occasion, was sent to the sewing machine store of George Cowles and he
had one made quickly for the flag raising ceremony later that day.

The flag was hoisted over the Alabama state capitol at 4 PM that afternoon by Letitia Tyler,
granddaughter of President John Tyler. A plague now marks where this took place. Miles later
hoped that the flag be sent to Charleston to be hoisted over Fort Sumter if that post ever fell.
The first flag of the Confederacy has not been located since and neither have the four models of

the committee.

The design spread rapidly via the newspapers, north and south, many of whom just giving it a
written description along with Miles’ report and an account of the flag raising ceremony. Others
actually offered drawings. The flag quickly became known as the Stars and Bars thanks to the
press, the word “stripes,” as used with the U.S. flag, falling into disfavor. Despite the careful
description of what the flag should look like, the end of Jacksonian America made sure that
numerous variations of the flag would come into existence. Most had circles of stars within the
Union (canton) with new stars being added as new states seceded. Numerous examples exist
with stars in rows, crescents, Latin and saltier crosses, curves and other interesting patterns,
some of them suggested perhaps a little too much imbibing while the flags were being sewn.
First National flags exist featuring one star to 17 stars, the most common being seven, eleven
and fifteen stars (for the fifteen slave states). Some flags bore no stars at all instead using
devices in the canton. Of all of the Confederate flag patterns, none had more variety than what
has become known as the First National flag.

The banner also became the first battle flags for the Confederate Army and Navy. In fact, it was
the only Confederate battle flag pattern that saw service from the very beginning of the war
through its very end. Most of the company level colors issued to newly raised units from 1861 to
early 1862 were based on the First National flag. Some had the unit name on them (typically on
the white bar) while others also added or used instead patriotic slogans, the latter offering
connections with the people at home which these locally raised units were defending.

The flag in question being offered for sale currently falls into the category of one being made
due to the taste of its creator only following some of the basic rules of what the flag should look
like. In this case, the blue canton (union) only goes down to the top of the white bard instead of
going through it to the top of the lower red bar as prescribed. Additionally, the canton also
extends slightly above the top red bar, which is somewhat unusual. Usually these flags were
quite uniform in manufacture all around being nice and neat rectangles. For the sake of this

letter | will call these “flags with shortened cantons.”

In 1990, when the late Howard Madaus wrote to a collector about a flag he owned that falls into
the category of shortened cantons, he knew of only two such flags. However, over the years



more have turned up. The following is a listing of known flags with shortened cantons divided
into two groupings.

First National flags with cantons that stop at the white bar

1) The flag in question, taken by the 5™ Michigan Cavalry. 13 stars. Dark blue fringe on the
fly end and bottom of the flag. The slogan “Liberty or Death” is in the center white bar.

2) 13 star flag taken at Tupelo, Mississippi — private collection

3) 38" Georgia Infantry, Co. B, Milton Guards — 12 stars. Name of the unit and slogan,
“Victory or Death” on the flag — private collection

4) 11t Kentucky Cavalry — 11 stars — Western Kentucky University Collection

5) Fort Jackson, Louisiana — large fort flag — 7 stars — Museum of the Confederacy No.
998.4.1

6) Unknown unit, captured in Louisiana by the 8" Vermont Infantry — 11 stars (six pointed) —
st. Albans Historical Society, Vermont

Another variant similar to the above flags also exists. In these, the blue canton extends
somewhat into the white bar but not all the way down to the top of the lower red bar.

First National flags where the canton extends slightly into the white bar
1) 11 % stars, unknown unit — private collection
2) First National with no stars in the canton — ex-Norm Flayderman catalog —~ captured at

Red Church, LA by the 21st Indiana Infantry - private collection

3) 13 stars - ex-Stanley Horn collection — with some Asian writing on the white bar along
the fly end — private collection

4) 13 starsina saltier form — private collection

5) 21t North Carolina Troops, Co. I, Surry Marksmen — 11 stars — bears the company name

and the slogan “Carry the Field,” and “Traitors Beware.” — North Carolina Museum of
History

6) Unknown Texas flag — 13 stars in saltier form — 3@ Massachusetts Cavalry capture -
private collection



7) 11t Virginia Cavalry — 12 stars — Virginia state Coat of Arms in the center of the canton —
Museum of the Confederacy No. 0985.13.1871

8) Possible Mississippi unit, Missionary Ridge capture by the 8th Kansas Infantry — 5 stars —
“has “CSA” on the white bar — Kansas Museum of History

9) 11 stars — small personal or Bible flag - private collection

10) Unknown unit, Island Number Ten capture — 15 stars — donated to the West Point
Museum by General John Pope, captor of Island Number Ten

11) Unknown unit, Falmouth, Virginia capture, 1863 — 12 stars (eleven remain) — Widener
University. Chester, PA. (formerly Pennsylvania Military College)

12) First National — 11 stars — private collection

13) 19t Mississippi Infantry — William Harris Bible or personal flag — 12 stars — private
collection

14) 14" Georgia Infantry — 11 stars — unit designation on white bar — Georgia Capitol
Museum

15) 3 Arkansas Infantry, Co. H, Blackburn Guards — a Kentucky company who joined the
3rd Arkansas Infantry as they passed through Nashville on the way to Virginia — 11 stars —
Museum of the Confederacy No. 0985.4.83

16) Unknown North Carolina unit, captured at New Bern, NC in 1862 by the 111"
Connecticut Infantry — 7 stars - Memorial Military Museum, Bristol, CT.

Based on this analysis, the flag taken by the 5" Michigan Cavalry shares the exact canton style
with only four other flags. It is also the only flag in this survey that bears any fringe on its
exterior borders. When the survey is expanded into cantons that slightly extend somewhat into
the white bar, only a further 16 flags can be added. Thus, when compared to the hundreds of

remaining First National flags, the vast majority of which follow the canton style as outlined by
the Flag Committee in 1861, the flag in question is quite rare which adds to its collectability.

Based on the number of stars this flag was made in late 1861 or early 1862 after Kentucky's
secession was recognized by the Confederate government in December 1861. This brought the
13th gtar to the flag. Additionally, with its somewhat ornate style having a fringed exterior border

and a patriotic slogan, itis my opinion that this was probably issued to a company sized unit



upon organization. While some regiments also received ornate presentation flags with slogans,
far more went to company level units based on surviving examples.

The capture of the flag and the 5th Michigan Cavalry

The capture history for this flag, from its previous sales, declares that it was, “captured by
William Goodman, Company |, 5" Michigan Cavalry,” during, “the Confederate retreat after the
Battle of Gettysburg when Stuart's cavalry was protecting Lee’s retreat.” Lastly, the provenance
states, “believed to have been taken from the baggage train at Jack’s Shop, Virginia.” This is
from its first sale in 2007. In 2009, the same story was again listed for its sale, “Family tradition
indicates it was captured by Goodman when his Custer Cavalry Brigade unit overran a
Confederate baggage train at Jack’s Shop, Virginia at the time Confederate General J.E.B.
Stuart was there protecting Lee’s retreat from Gettysburg.”

Sadly for its history these accounts are for two different engagements in two different locations.
Both involve Custer's Brigade, the 5" Michigan Cavalry and Judson Kilpatrick's Third Cavalry
Division. A short history of engagement is in order.

Gettysburg retreat

With the defeat of Robert E. Lee’s attacks against the Union Army at Gettysburg on July 3,
1863, Lee began his retreat back to Virginia to his base of supply. After waiting a day in the
rain, Lee began his movement back to the Potomac River on July 5™, his wagons bearing the
wounded and supplies having left the day before. Also on July 4" Union cavalry began their
pursuit seeking to cut off Lee’s retreat. Judson Kilpatrick’s Third Cavalry Division headed south
towards Emmitsburg, Maryland before turning southwest to Monterrey Pass. Climbing a rise,
Kilpatrick saw Confederate infantry and artillery in his front. Ordering a charge, Kilpatrick was
then struck in his rear by some Confederate cavalry. Continuing his attack, the Federals broke
through the cavalry and infantry troops and gained the wagons, chasing the Confederate cavalry
away from the scene. Kilpatrick pursued and scattered the rebel cavalry who broke for the
Potomac River. According to his report, Kilpatrick, whose division contained George Custer’s
Brigade, including the 5t Michigan Cavalry, claimed the capture of 300 wagons, 15 ambulances
and 1300 prisoners of war. He also mentioned the capture of, “one battle flag.” Historian
Richard Rollins, who authored the definitive book on captured Confederate flags in the
Gettysburg Campaign deduced that this was the flag of the 4™ North Carolina cavalry, who took
part in this action.

Lee's army recrossed the Potomac River on July 14" with most of his army via pontoon bridges.
His read guard remained on the north bank of the river behind entrenchments. Rapidly
approaching was Kilpatrick’s cavalry division. After closing to the rebel works, the Michigan
brigade of Custer charged and turned the line mixing in with the Confederate infantry. A trooper
of the 7t Michigan Cavalry captured the flag of the 55t Virginia Infantry while men of the 1%
Michigan Cavalry captured the flags of the 40t and 47 Virginia Infantry.

Once across the river, Lee’s army fell back to its former lines along the Rapidan River on its
south bank. The Federals soon closed to positions nearby, both sides resting until the Bristoe
Station Campaign of October 1863 while each side probed the other. There was no action

whatsoever at Jack's Shop, Virginia during the retreat from Gettysburg which was located near
Rochelle north of the Rapidan.



Battle of Jack’s Shop, September 22-23, 1863

Jack’s Shop, Virginia, a small hamlet five miles south of Madison Court House, had a
blacksmith’s and a few other buildings. The engagement there was the result of the Union
Cavalry Corps moving towards the Rapidan River scouting, searching for fords and raiding.
Kilpatrick's Division, with the Michigan Brigade in tow (Custer was away on leave at this time),
was part of this movement. Union Gen. George Meade was planning an offensive movement
and the cavalry corps was to spearhead it. John Buford’s Division moved in one direction down
the Gordonsville Turnpike while Kilpatrick moved in another. Confederate cavalry under Stuart
picked up the separation and faced off with Buford’s men. While dealing with the Federal
cavalry in his front, Stuart was soon informed of Union cavalry approaching his rear. This was
Kilpatrick’s Division, lead by Henry Davies' Brigade (formerly Elon Farnsworth’s, KIA at
Gettysburg). Stuart fought in both directions, his artillery supporting his actions. Finally, as the
Federal trap began to clamp shut, Stuart charged Davie’s troopers and broke through. He was
able to do so as Custer's Brigade had yet to arrive and reinforce Davies. While a small fight, the
level of casualties was pretty high for both sides.

Union reports for the engagement are few (there were no Confederate reports). John Buford
accounted for the capture of some, “12 or 15 wagons.” Another report mentions that only a
portion of the 5™ Michigan Cavalry of Custer’'s Brigade was even involved.

Capture Analysis

Considering the scales of the two engagements at Monterrey Pass and Jack’s Shop, it is my
opinion that the flag taken by William Goodman most likely came from the fight at Monterrey
Pass. There was more time to deal with hundreds of captured wagons, most bearing supplies
and unit equipage. Additionally, another First National flag, that of the 61% Georgia Infantry
(private collection), was also taken from these wagons by the 18!" Pennsylvania Cavalry,
another unit of Kilpatrick’s Division. By comparison, the 5" Michigan Cavalry was barely
involved with the fight at Jack’s Shop where few wagons were captured they being only for
Stuart's cavalry units. Additionally, the wagons taken at the latter engagement were captured
by Buford’s Division and not men from Kilpatrick’s.

It was simply erroneous to have mixed these two engagements into the history of this flag when
some solid research would have shown that these were two separate fights in two distant
locations, one where the 5" Michigan Cavalry was heavily involved versus one where they
barely were. Such research would lend credence to the flag being taken at Monterrey Pass.

Sadly, the records in the provenance for Goodman do not make mention of his flag capture or
where he actually took it. Until new and solid evidence can be found, my opinion will remain
conjecture but supported by the evidence of how many wagons were taken at one place which
included another flag capture (615t Georgia). The 5t Michigan Cavalry was involved in each,
one more than the other.

The flag

According to past auction sales, this flag once belonged to the collections of Don Tharpe and
Joseph Murphy, both noted Civil War collectors. Additionally, this flag has been examined by
both Howard Madaus, the dean of Civil War flag historians and experts, and Les Jensen, former



curator at the Museum of the Confederacy. |do not have access to the Madaus letter but have
a copy of Jensen’s, and he signs off on the flag as being authentic to the period. As his letter
contains all of the needed details as to the size of the flag, the cloth, sewing, etc., | need not
repeat that here as his letter is part of the provenance coming with this flag.

Based on my examination of the pictures of this flag | can only concur with this authenticity. The
flag shows typical signs of mid-19th Century sewing techniques along with the stylings of early
war company level colors. The shortened canton adds to its uniqueness especially when shown
how few flags of this style still exist. This adds to its lure as a collector’s piece.

Gregory G. Biggs
Military historian

February 22, 2015
Clarksville, TN
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