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Lulton LY,

L.C. Smith Exhibition Grade
Serial Number 18150
Finished August 4, 1947

This is the information I have been able to find regarding your L.C. Smith shotgun. The L.C.
Smith Gun Company manufacturing records for Serial Number 18150 are in the FWS Books and
show that it is a 16 gauge Ideal Grade with 28-inch barrels. It was started on May 29, 1947 and
finished on August 4, 1947. It was shipped August 6, 1947 to Bushnell & Wilson. It was
returned to inventory on January 1, 1949. It was delivered to Marlin (second word illegible) on
February 18, 1949. The purchaser column contains the notation “exhibition.” The letters
FWEOSP in the ledger indicate that it is a featherweight with ejectors, Hunter One-Trigger, and
single sighting plane. No other information is available for this serial number. The Research
Division has done its best to interpret and report information in the records to answer this request
and assumes no responsibility for the recorded accuracy.

Anything that I can say about an Ideal Grade does not fit this shotgun. The ledgers only show
that it was designated to be an Ideal Grade when it was started. In the photographs that you sent,
it appears to be at the level of at least a Crown Grade. Since this is an exhibition shotgun, one
can assume that it was never engraved with the ldeal pattern. Instead, it is likely that Serial
Number 18150 was removed from the normal production line and engraved and stocked as an
exhibition shotgun.

It is a unique shotgun and likely one of a kind. Mr. Ken Rogers’ note of August 31, 2006 shows
its association with the Wadsworth family furnishing additional historical merit and value to the
shotgun.

The L.C. Smith Collectors Association invites you to keep up with the organization’s events and
latest information on shooting and collecting L.C. Smith shotguns by visiting www.lcsmith.org.

Sincerely,

17 S :
\/a«w M——wrz"*/c Records Search

2rtificate
James Stubbendieck Ne. 499809
Research Division
L.C. Smith Collectors Association
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The original manufacturer's data for the serial number 18150, as extracted from the original L.C.
Smith records housed in this museum, are as follows:

Shotgun

Ideal Grade

16 Gauge

Barrel Length: 28 inches
Featherweight

Selective One-Trigger
Automatic Ejectors

Single Sighting Plane Rib

Date Started: May 29, 1947

Date Finished: August 4, 1947
Date Shipped: August 5, 1947
Sold to: Becknell and Wilkins
Date Inventoried: January 1, 1949
Date shipped: February 18, 1949
Marlin Firearms Expo Gun

No other information is available for this serial number.

Sincerely

Records Specialist
Cody Firearms Museum

Letter for Model Shotgun serial number 18150, page I of |
This Factory Letter is a staff interpretation of handwritten, abbreviated records. Some errors may occur In transcription.

CODY FIREARMS MUSEUM  BUFFALO BILL HISTORICAL CENTER 720 SHERIDAN AVENUE  CODY, WY 82414
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: h hose who have collecred and studied the higher-qual-
iy American-manufaceired doublc shotguns from the
ventury are well aware that cach of chose period makers
red cheir guns in g wide vareey of grades and price
A ma furious effore co capture as many sales as possible
sowithin a highly comperitive mdusory catering o a dis-
a broad spectrum of
records

ang shooting populace covering
smes and tstes. We also know from surviving
rescarch data char the overs helming magoriy of guns
duced byothese makers was composced of che deuse-
ensive models. and e maxtnizing sales revennes from
s lower-priced Sleader™ madels was the single mose
ortnt factor in keeping these great companies in busi-
o Sulloand in spite of those ceonomic factor, cven one
hose areat old double onn companics continued o et -
and produce o wide varicty o high-grade ouns with
doand metal decoration rneing frony relaci eIy madest
he most claboratels cneraed and mlard “muscim qual-
ereations linited only by the artisins” imaginations.
rom the ourser these veny highest-erade offerines were
B compurison 1o 4 seneral utihiny
then

RTINS T appCITInG e,

TN cun these creations WOrC Ty picees;

A Salesman’s Sample 1

by Tom \rcher

Photography by “lerry Allen

THE HUNTER ARMS CO.

FULTON, NEW YORX

were exoemely expensive, and cherefore their ovwnership
was reserved for the most suceesstul and elite individuals
within the Sporting communiey. "The end vesult is that dhese
most claborarely carved and engraved “une oft” creations,
regardless of maker, are extremely rares all are now highhy
coveted colleetor picces. and mose of s cuan only appreciace
and adimire surviving examples through book and asizimne
photographs, and old catalog depicnions. This researcher
has also dearned that dhese same makers produced o

number of anigue and highly desirable double chuns hivine

fair

an assigned erade 1oy el stamp that does noc fican catdoged
grade paramerer. Bue then, as now, stmple ceonomies drowe
satescand dhe ceonomic truth was that, when faced with the
possibiliny of losing on mporane sales these makers realls
cutalozed spectiications: the
then

had no absolires revarding
sinphy didowithin reason, what was required o please
customer. Bue dhe realiny s that oue ol orade oddities e
the exeeption, and the overwhelming majorinn ol sraded
Nmerican-made
them assiened
msemees that the study of those models can becoe boring,

double cons are sirtaally identical within

erde parmmerern, so omneh so Y SOe

Thae readiey s o desson e leamed Fresthand, for wihion



mitially infeeted with the donble g bug, the onhv donble
otms Dwondd examine were nurked “Parker Bros™: Tabsolure-
v refined o consider anyvehing elses and this resolure stub-

guns and company artifacts over the vears, Duning s g,
phone visits Rich and 1 spent gaite a it of time - ensgy,
K

some ol the most tmuasaal 1 CLSmich related itemes LI

homness continued for the inital fwo to three vears of my per- he had seens butmy focus s always heenm on the oo theyy.
comal double evm advssey. And certaindy no one conld dispar-— selves, and I was especially intrgoed with one ot g g
ace s tastes invintige double gunsy foratter ally the Parker deseribed. Thar gom was avery anusual “Tdeal Gras 7 Sy,
shoteun has for decades enjoyed asaperb reputation amongst— gun that had remained wichin the family of che onee Towper
“A\mericas Finest™ double gun offerings. Bur my acditudeacformer Tuneer Arms Company cplovee. Durne onr gy,
rowards qualin American double guns was forever altered one  cussions of che gun, | had great diffienloy g« sl
Sartrday norning while atrending just how the complered gy
a docal ean show, for there 1 sa, appear. sinee Rich deses ed ey
and was privileged o exaomime rores far above those ol w ldeyl
Frst hand, an Opamus Grade Grade Smith gun had 1 viogs)
[etever, What a crobv manvelous examined.  Rich cvent iy fi
example of the gun maker's arc it warded some Polarords oo he gunp,
was, and suddenhy, my eves were which revealed one of ¢ moy
opened to the face chat other peri- amazing Smidh euns 1 ad oyver
od makers could. and did, creace seen. We rlked abouc d- oun o
fine qualicy guns also! several occasions afterw s, by
So. upon returning home that since the cun was not o sale, |
dav 1 carefully re-examined my wondered iF T would  ver he
rreasured Parker gun collecton. | allowed the opportuniey - actogl-
had himited my modest collection Iv examine che gun perse alk,
to hammerless models only, and Subsequenty, quite bit of
had managed to acquire great rime passeds then, moca o 2007,
examples ot all Parker hammer- Rich surprised me with  all w©
fess models from the Towly and announce that, after man- - cars of
common lrojan Grade through ’ etfore, he had finalls acqr ed this
the beautiful Grade B Parker E"/{M . unique Smich gun. OF sgatory
including beaudful examples of e «—»T’}x}ig,ﬁi/;t{: congratulations ensuced. where-
the very mre Grade N and I A i s upon | asked Rich to s re the
Vaode!l hammerless guns. Al L history of the gun juse o i had
were beanofully made, butsonie- heen related to him by ol previ-
how rhings were no longer the ons owner—Jjohn Huneer  greate-
same. since for some unknown eranddaughrer. Those  caders

reason, my Parker collection had
fost its Inster. | no longer found
Parker auns interesting and T aas
consimed with a buming desire
to increase my knowledge base
and expand myv scarch Tor new
and more exciting discoveries. So
at that point oy double gun quest
went inoan entirely new direction. | scarched for things
unusual, those rare and unique “one-oft™ picces, and have
And since that change in
Jirection e been privileged wo examine a wide variery of

never reercreed that deciston.

extremey nnusial high-grade examples of the \merican
double sun from a variery of makers. dhe very bestexamples
these erear old companies could produce. \nd perhaps the
most unnsual example of the odd and imusual Pve ver
crnicountered s the subjecr gun featured herem: an 1 CL
Soth TEDEAE GRADE vun number STSES0.

The story aselt bearns several vens
Sinith Clt \Whire,
phonet to St colleeror Rich Beser of npsrare New York.
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dea when

=

collecrorn introdiccd e v

Proowcemes thar Rich Bos hved near Foleons New York his

l (SIS woirh b thioes
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who are famihiar wich Sy o guns

and have read some of th books
and rescarch published ) date
on the history of rhe  tuneer
Arms Company will rec T that
John Hunter, one of the “ginal
Iuncer brothers, was the anag-
crof the Hunter Arms Ceooapany
antl thar company went into reecivership near the nd of
WWL John Huneer had o a eranddangheer namec \ernd
who marsied CoOW (Waddey Wadswordh, They b 1w
daughrers. one of whom was named Barbicoand v from
Barbic that Rich hud acquired che gun.

As o vonng man, Waddy Wadsworch was emple odat
the reorganized Hunrer Arms Company where hen rked
as o deatesman, Me Wadsworth was reputed to have heed
dovery affable guy wich o great personaliy, and was - man

well liked by s tellow workers. Whether Ins pe somal
Tabilits was o faceor m Murhin's deciston 1o conup ¢ Jiis
cmplovment we shall never knows boe Mo Wad- orth
vemined gt the sunworks arter vive NMarh 1o e
Ors.

A\

Campans aogquisition. and, aecordme o faomly bt

s e s cmplas e nt gnde Nl th

\\[H]w,\\; oy
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hocecpred chie subject van




are copresponding bve soar porred i thie cntie Bisten ol tha 160 S aid -
Sadhvose o enly specilate asro o the histors ol thie b sl Lo

been written had N acquoed aomore modernmanuta tarises oo, b

tfactirme machmen, and the cunsworhs bhuddime self, had romained

unchangced from the day manofacturme opcerations inrcad Iy conmenced i
unul the uneer Arms banhropees ac dhie end of WA and NMualin s b
quent acgquisition. Froms surviving newspaper arocles and g
archives, historians know that this antquated manifuctarine i
depended on warer poser from an adgpacent canal to operate il o

works-related mdling machimery and cquipment, and dhat g portion o8
the old convworks butdding selt had craalls bheen consrinc oo
above that canal i order to access that power souree.

‘The passage of time and Tack of funds for proper binldine niamn
tenance combined to take cherr toll on January 1o, 1949w hen by
firse-tloor porcion of the gunworks building housme b
milling machinery collapsed into the raceway of the canal
and. as replacing, this aging cqupment and repairng wlia
had become o tired and outdated manulactirie e
was deemed oo costy, the final chaprer of 1ol Snth

A s to the
cun itsclt, . L ) ,
: N " cun manufacture i Foltons New Yorko was
cven the shehrest ; ) ; i
| . seripted. Guns i process were complored
elunce at the accom- o I
) and additional guns assembled from pans
on hand bur by 1951, Smirth guns were ne
fonger available to che shootmy pubhic.
As history’s curtain began o full for the
final nme on the grear 1.oC0 Snahi
cun, Waddy Wadsworth remuamed

the gunworks for some onknown

panving photos shows
this dictle Smich zan o
be nothing less than spec-
caculur as all aspeces exude
qualicy  and attenton o
decail. Tnterestinglv, when col-
lcctors focus dhicir discussion of
Smith guns to specitic manutaceur-
g periodso it s not uncommon to
hear negatve Comments pertiuning to

period  execuang the fast of his
assigned duties.
To varving degrees. the i

: : ages of time contnue to handi
those guns produced during the Marlin &

ownership period. At one point i the
past. vours truly boldlv declared  chat
“Nlarlin-cra Smith guns just aren’t up to the
same high-quality saandards as Smich guns
from the old Tunter Arms cra.”™ But 've sinee
“changed my cune”™ and the real rruch is thar,

cap the modermn=day rescaichier
in his quest to uncover vdi
vidual gun information. as
thus far, there s no ove
dence that any of the onie
mal LG Smith orda

L . hooks coneanming, detaled
although Narlm did icoduce some less cosely fine )

ishing processes i an effore to speed production and
increase output, Marlin-cra Smitth guns are no different
from therr counterpares manufactured by Huneer Arms.
NMartin continued to manufacrure the Snuth go i the sume
facthoy where the fluneer brochers began Smith gun produce-
tion in 1890, ased the sume ols and machimery due had been

gun order specthics
ttons have surnvinved

B all has not been
lost howevern o
throneh the cfloi-
ol Nl Bisionns
Cooloncel \Willngan

utilized for decades i thie prodoucton of the Sminth cun and even S Boonli il
R [ERETRI R Lo

retained the same highly skilled Smach gun cechmcians and art-
sans. And rezarding Smith gun workers, a mostincerestng, faet s that
one ol those emplovees, master engraver Mbert Keans, had begun his
cmplosmoent ae the gunworks i 1890035 years before Narlin purchiased
the compamy! So i realiny, Smidh cun gualie did not suffer ander Marhin
ownership and, i face production and sales of Lo CoSmidh cuns during the
Five-venr portod that Marhn operated the gunwaorks was higher than that of
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vast majority of the original Smith gun
shipping ledgers were salvaged from the
trash heap and are now preserved and
protected  ar the Cody  Iircarms
Muscum in Cody, Wyvoming, and a copy
of those shipping records has been made
available to the L. C. Smith Collectors
Association for additional study and
research.  And because of Mr. Brophy’s
dedication to the preservation of Smith
gun history, the researcher and Smith
gun owner/collector now has che ability
to obtain andfor verify the most perti-
nent manufacturing derails on the vast
majority  of individual Smith  guns
(gauge, grade, barrel length, ship date,
etc.) from 1890 through the end of pro-
duction. The surviving shipping records
are somertimes found to be as frustrating
to studv as they are interesting to review
due to the fact that a few serial number
blocks are missing; records from the
early production periods have less detail
than later production periods, many
entries have legibility issues, and some
entries are incomplete or confusing, but
in spite of these issues, these original
gun records remain invaluable. For
those who have never had an opportuni-
ty to study these surviving records, they
are categorized by production periods,
and further, for some of those produc-
tion periods, subdivided into categories
covering action tvpe (hammer versus
hammerless guns), and in the case of
hammerless guns, by extraction type
(auto-ejector versus manual extractor).
From the surviving shipping records,
the most complete, easiest to read, and
least-confusing records cover the period
from 1918 through the end of produc-
tion, and it is from these records that we
have the basic detatls regarding the
manufacture of the subject gun featured
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Ou this page. to clarify how

Tarions 1 eIy,

COUSTIICTION SIeps. and SRIpPIE operations were recorded J_, ﬂc”

thronghont the manifactiring process, we fae picturvd

an artital Marlin-coa L.C. Sputh shipping ledeer page
Jran 1946, and an iselated ©ress of the actnal shipping
leder entry for L. CoSimithy g SISISO Dhe entarued
corss of the “Purdiaser” coluniit for this gup is shown at
right. Now the itlegibh eniry aboce “Willin:™

Sprig ®




herem, But betore we examine thac individual gim record
el et ns st examine a evpical shipping ledger page
from the Mardin production eraca copy of which is featured
herein, The page itsell s endided “Gon Record = Timeer
Armis Company, Ine.” and contains entries Tor fifes LG
Stvieh vuns rom the mid-1946 production period. In spite
of the et that the heading s marked “Huneer Ains
Company. Ine” we know that this ledger page references
Smith guns from the NMarlin era becanse of the "S™ serial
nunmber prefiv ener nored within the “Gun No.” colimn,
One common trait peculiar to the Lo CoSmieh shipping
[edgers from the NMartin-cra production period is that com-
plete serial numbers were recorded for dhe firscand Tast gun
cntries ondv: il remaining gan entries were posted as par-
rial serial mumbers using the Tast one, two, or three digies as
necessany to 1D cach gune Perhaps this method was adope-
cd to save accounting tne. bue with the exeeption chat
some very carly Tuneer Arms-era shipping ledger pages
feature typed serial numbers in the “Gun No.™ columm, all
other posted derails contained wichin the shipping ledgers
are handwritten.  In some ledgers chese entries are in ink,
as thustrated by che atcached photo, and in others those
entrics were posted using a lead pencil. Some of the sur-
viving records are now as much as 120 vears old, pages have
Beconme vellowed and britde. and many of the handwricten
entries are hadly faded and sometimes difficulr to read.
And although my personal opportunities to study chese old
shipping ledeers have been limited o period samples only.
v observations are that the carliest ledgers generally pro-
vide fewer details to che rescarcher than do those ledgers
from 1918 onward: and this is especially true with carly
records where che gunworks recorded che seriad numbers of
100 guns on cach ledger page.

VMoving forward. the nexe eolumn,
cxplanatory and simply records guns as produced in the var-
jous erades oftered during chat production period, bue the
S vpe” column is not so simple to understand and requires

“Grade™, is sclf-

a hit of explanation.  In this column are a series of leteer
cutries representing factory designated codes which idena-
£y frame repe (or sizedas swell as all facrory installed oprion-
al featares with swhich the gun was ordered and shipped.
For the unfumiliar, and excepring the experimental "C7
code Smirth frames, 1.
Using two frame npesfsizes, the originad standard sized
MOFe Comprict

C. Smith guns were manutacrured
Regular frame (°RT codey and the
Fearherweieht frame CFWT code). By 19450 and perhaps
carlier. the old stundard Regnlar (7R™Y frame had been
dropped from production, and all Smich gnns were being
mamnubietired on the smaller Featherweighe WY sized
frame. s is evidenced by the fuer thar che frame code rden-
tficr for every con on the example ledger page is nored
1AV Apd adrhouch not a featare found on mose Smich
cins produced prior to T91S0 Smith guns manufactured
alter TOTs will ahwans feature o prominent frame idenrifier
sty 7R o TEWT on thie waeer rble thaewill appear as
aoprefin to the sstened sorvd number

Bire s Sl serial nomber blocks were somctimes re-
el these Trame staps are o i aduable e dererminime

soc s et poeriod for s onen g,

the cnrredt

For cxample, the surviving records clearly indicate another
1. C.osmith gun was mamniacrnred i 1979 that was assigned
the same seral number as our 1947 vintage subject gun,
which fact today is often dhie source of much confusion among
Smith eum owners and collectors who do not anderstand how
o properiy interprer Lo Co Smidh serial nmber prefin
stamps. But for the knowledgeable, determining the correct
manofacturing period for cither gunis as simple as venfyving
the serial number prefis stamped on the water @ble. For
Mardin made o deliberare effore o distinguish their produog-
tion period from thae for Smith guns produced prior to their
ownership: they simply modificd the serial nmber prefix
stamp o inclide che fetter ST Anditis chac ST production
code prefix stamp which differentiaces a Smith gun made
under the Marlin Fircarms Company ownership from all
other Smich guns: cherefore, all Marlin-cra Smith guns have a
water table prefix stamp that begins “FWS.”

Incidentally, swhen Marlin re-introduced the L CoSmith
gun fora briet period beginning in 1967, NMarlin management
decided o continue the original Marlin-cra senal number
sequence. but chose a different production code frame
stamp to distinguish chese dater production L. Co Smich
vuns from chose guns they had produced benween 1945 and

1930, T'his final ran of Smich guns is also unigue i that
these guns were actually manutictured ar dhe Marlin gon-
works faciliey in New Haven, Connecticut, and therefore
are the only 1, CLSmich guns not manufacrired i Fuleon
or Svracuse, New York. ‘These unigue LG Smich guns
were assigned an N7 production code wdenifiers and, as
this final prodoction run of the Smith gun was also manu-
factured using the Featherweight-sized frame, che water
table serial nuwmber prefis stamp will he “TFAWNLT

Ihe remaining lerrer notations within the 7y pe™ column
are codes tor facrory equipped optional features ordered over
and above standard production specifications. o sinplity
the accounting process. cach option available throngh the
aunworks was assigned an internal letter code which was then
noted within the " pe™ column on the appropriare ledger
pace. Among the options that conld be special ordered were
selective autociecrors, Hunter One-Ivigeer nonsselective
[ lunter One-"Trigeer, beavertail forcarm, vent b, raised sin-
ale sighune planc rib, recoil pad. ivory beads: eres and were
respectively assianed leerer option codes as follows: W17 707
SNGTUBRST NTT SPT R and CIS.T Bar of all the various
option code ssmbols used. only the aurocjector code 7127
was cver stamped onto the gun frame itselfs therefore, a
Regndar-framed sun shipped swith autocjectors would bear
the frame serial namber prefin scamp "RET tengrimved on
hichest-grade Smich eunsi. while o Featherswerghe-framed
cun would be stamped tor engraved) "W

The nest column leadime "GN denores canee or bore
size,and s self-explinaton s as s the nest colimn heading,
UL which denored the Tenathy i mnches, of the ongr-
el et of barreds shippod i the cons Obvianshv s mam

vintiee donble vuns e had dhor Banel nibes shanened
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this imformation alone is extremely important to collectors
when determining the collectubilioy and value of any vin-
rage Smith gun. And alechough there are no examples shown
on the ledger page depicted hereing i a Smich gun was
ordered and shipped with two sets of barrels, that optional
barrel set would also be noted within the P column,
as an additional entry would have been posted listung the
lengeh of the second barrel setabove the length notation for
the primary barre! sct.

“Order Namber™ was reserved o record a purchase order nim-
ber that would reference the same number from che sales
order records and once again. for whatever unknown reasons
dhe entre column of this subject page has been et blank.
The final column heading, “Purchaser™ allows che
rescarcher to know the name of the company. or individual
to whom a gun was shipped. alchough that information does
not eypically include purchaser address. In the carly vears
of the Hunter Arms Company, Smith guns were otren

T bl L TR LA T R e o L B Poliey e oL & Uy T« T
v LR iy v et s Aames v w3 ey T gy =g crw = "y =

o et —im

N ciew of the highty fizuscd aied heaatipully colored stock of Smith g 8518150,

The next column heading “Started™ denoted the day
that particular gun frame received its assigned serial num-
ber. The following column headings. “Proof T and
“Patcern”, indicate the date upon which a gun would have
passed the gunworks in-house proof-testing operation, and
the dace speciticd chokes were pattern tested. On mamy
pages of the ledger books these columns remain blank for
unknown reasons, but where entries for those operations are
included. most will bear the same date. The tollowing
columns. “Finished.” and “Shipped.”™ are also self-explanato-
rv and denote the date upon which the manufacture of a spe-
cific gun was completed, and che date upon which thac gun
was shipped o the purchaser. Fhe next column heading

recorded as being shipped directdy to the actual gun owner.
whose name was then judiciously recorded in che
“Purchaser” column.  Such information can be invaluable
in attempts o trace the history of a particular gun, and
cqually exciting is the fact that some of those customer
names are now recognized as the names of very famous
individuals. Butin the final vears of Smich gun production
it seems that virtually every gun ordered was shipped to a
hardware. or sporting goods store. which may be evidence
of how markceting and sales technigues changed and
evolved over the decades of Smith gun production.

So now that one has a basic understanding as to the
interpretation of a Marlin-cra shipping ledger page entry,

Sprive & 2000« 7
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let us examine our subject gun, 1. C. Smith gun S18150, in
greater detail. Immediately we see the *S™ serial number
prefix code clearly identifying this Smich gun as being
manufactured in 1947, as indicated in the record, and
therefore not to e confused with Smich gun 18150
shipped 28 vears carlicr in 1919, We also see the obvious
grade identitier, “ldeal Grade,” che frame size identificr
code “IFW.” and immediately note chis Smich gun was
ordered with some desirable extra cost options, “EOSP™
In collector speak, chis 1.C. Smith would be deseribed as
an Ideal Grade Feacherweight cjecror gun, with Hunter
One-Trigger and raised solid Single Sighting Planc rib. We
also note that this Smith gun was ordered as a 16 bore with
28" barrels, that its manufacture commenced on May 9,
1947, and further, that gun S18150 was subscquently com-
pleted on August 4, 1947, and then shipped on Angust 10,
1947. to Becknell-Wilkins Wholesale Hardware Company
of L.ubbock, Texas.

Hardware stores during this period served many func-
tions for the small and mid-sized communides they
served, so. in addition to being a full-line hardware com-
pany, Becknell-Wilkins also carried a full line of housc-
wares, appliances, and sporting goods. And although
Becknell-Wilkins was most likely selling Marlin-branded
rifles and shotguns in conjunction with Narlin's 1. C.
Smith product line, and guns by other mikers. no other
details regarding the business relationship the Marlin
Fircarms Company may have enjoyed with che Becknell-
Wilkins Gompany are known, and their mention herein
would have no significance whatsoever with che one
exception that this is the company to which the subject
Smith gun was shipped.

It is at that point that the known facts pertaining to the
history of L. C. Smith gun S18150 begin to blur, Foras we
examine the other handwritten entries found wichin this
shipping ledger record, we first notice an odd enrtry in the
“Pattern” column, “inv H1/49.” and another odd date
entry, “2-18-49." in the “Order Number” column.  And
finally, we note another handwritten notation, “Marlin
Fircarms,” posted above the word “Becknell,” which s
followed by one other completely illegible handwritten
entry above the word “Wilkins.”  What do these added
notations signify? and exactly whart is that illegible nota-
tion above the word “Wilkins™? s it “exhibition™? “expo-
sition”? or does it signify something else? “salesman™ per-
haps? Well, in spite of che fact that T have enlarged this
handwritcen notation many tmes over, and have studied
that scribbled-up word/s ac fengeh, 1 remain clucless as to
any interpretation that would give me a reasonable meas-
ure of contidence in my conclusion.

The story that came with the gun is chac chis “one-oft”
Ideal Grade 1. C. Smith was conceived and designed o be
4 “Salesman’s Sample.” that into the manutaceare of this
gun was incorporated a variery of different feacures normal-
Iv reserved for only the highest-grade Smith guns in order
to demonstrate o potential high-grade gnn buvers the
quality, and various special features company artisans could
incorporate into their highest-grade 1..CL Smith offerings.
From the shipping records it s clear that this aun s

shipped to “lexas, but from chat point forward however,
there is clearly no evidence chat would provide even the
slightest indication as to the intended purpose for this gun
once it was received ac Becknell-Wilkins., Was this gun, as
is alleged by the Wadsworth family history, received by a
Marlin representative and then used as a “prop™ to secure
high-end gun orders, or could the gun have been retained
within che sporting-goods department of che Becknell-
Wilkins Company and used there as a fancy display and
sales tool for Smith guns and che related Marlin riffes and
shotgun product lines? During my rescarch etforts no infor-
mation was found that would indicate how Lirge a gun dis-
tributor Becknell-Wilkins may have been, nor any indica-
tion regarding the extent of cheir business volume and how
those sales volumes may have influenced management at
the gunworks. So once again Tam clueless in that regard,
and can draw no conclusions with one exception: the fact
that L. C.. Smith gun SI8130 was shipped to a distributor
clearly indicates that this oddity was not an upgraded
employee gun.

Obviously we have another instance here where, ina pet-
fect world. old guns should have been manufactured with
the ability to speak something other than doom, baom, but
they can’t. and the original ledger entry shall remain forev-
er silent and confusing.  But what is not confusing is the
fact that the surviving record clearly shows this Smith gun
as being an inventory item at the gunworks on January 1
1949, which fact raises another question. Why had gun
§18150 been returned to the gunworks? I the gun had
indeed belonged to Marlin from the outset and been on
loan to a sales rep. or company-authorized distributor, what
prompted Marlin to request that the gun be returned?
Again, no answer, but the fact that gun SISIS0 was in
Marlin’s possession on H1/49 clearly indicates tha s
return was not the result of Marlin’s 1949 decision to cease
manufacturing operations, as the partial collapse of the gun-
works building did not occur until January 16, 1949, more
than two weeks later. And although any reason as to why
Marlin would have requested that gun S18150 be returned
would be sheer speculation on my part, the facr chat it was
returned to Marlin, and not shipped back to Texas, would
certainly indicate that gun S18150 was not a customer-
owned gun.

My inability to answer these and other questions. are
sources of personal frustration, but the story of the gun con-
tinues. According to family members. Waddy Wadsworth
was stll emploved ac che gunworks when Smith gun
18130 was recurned. and, finding this beautiful lirtle
small-bore Smith gun irresistible (who wouldn’e?) subse-
quenty arranged to purchase the gun for himself.
Perhaps the final date entry. “2/18/497, was the date
Marlin sold che gun to Mo Wadswordh. b am also unable
to answer chat question, and sadly icscems. there may for-
ever be a urey™ period of about 18 months in which the
history of 1. C. Smith gun SIRT05 will never be known.
Bue whae is indisputable however. is the face thae for the
next sixev-odd vears, Smiith gun SIS130 remained within
the Wadsworth family being lovingly preserved i vircoally
factoryv-new conditiorn.




So. after many hors of rescarch and study 1 remain
anable o determine the origimal purpose behimd the cre-
ation of ToC0 Sich enn STST30: nor can | find any evi-
dence. other than the story of the gnn passed down throngh
the Famihv that cun STST30 was an actoal “salesman’s sam-
ple.” And T am noc imphving thac the Wadsworrh faomih
story is not acenrate, only diat it cannot be verified by the
setial record. Talso have nolegicimace interpretation of the
Ulcuible shipping record entry thar might have gnven some
mdication s to the purpose of this gan, or assigned omore
accnrate qualiny level to the gon Buowe do have the most
mnportant aspect ol this story, the actial gun itself, ene of
the most interestinge 1o CoSmich guns | have ever seen.

\s already noted. and as further ilustrated by the accom-
panying photographs, chis Smith gun has survived virtual-
I unused, and retains all original finishes. Vintage guns in
near new condition are extremely rare but Trom my per-
spective the most unusual aspect of this LoCoSmith gun s
that the barrels simply appear to be out of place in compar-
ison to the balance of che gun. As Tdeal Grade F.oCSmich
cuns are only one grade fevel above the Towest model
Field Grade esun, ldeal Grade guns are relatively plan
cuns as regards wood, checkering, and engraving, Fhe
ldeal Grade itselt first appeared within the Smith gun
madel line in 1913 as parc of the grades and model changes
incroduced ac chat dme by che Haneer Arms Company, and
all Ideal Grade models produced from chat poine forward
are casily identified by the face char che words “THEAL
GRADE™ are roll-stamped® atop the right barrel exactly as
seen with subject gun SEST500 I facto with the exeeprions
rhar this Tdeal Grade barrel see features jeweled flars and
an cngraved serial number. chere are no o differences
beeween this finished ser of barrels and any other see of
[deal Grade barrels one would encouncer, and this is the
reason why these Smich barrels appear so out of place com-
parcd o the balance of the gun. Thstorically, high-grade
Smith euns feature barrel sers made of finest gualing
“Whitworth Fluid Compressed Steel™ featurnng engraved
wedees ol Tine seroll aronnd cheir breech and muzzle ends,
hand-cneraved (not roll-stamped) maker and barrel seecd
11 markings. eold rib inlavs. and other special touches.
From mv point of view. the fact chat ies makers elecred to
fean e this set of Tdeal Grade, “London Steel™ marked bar-
rels finished to Tdeal Grade standards scems o give some
deeree of eredence to the story that this gun was onginal-
vointended to be o factory sales sample.

But from that point forward the differences benveen dhis
cxample marked DR GRADET and all orher examples
of the Tdeal Grade are draomartic! " he stocks of dis oxam-
ple were handeratted from o tabudonshy colored and figured
walnor blank. finished wirh many coars of “Rose O™ and
heutitnlly checkered widh unigure ribbon and border work
cquinalent ro that of ac lease Monogram Grade qgualiey,
This example also featares cutstanding cnerning work
done i the tradimional Crosen Grade soddes and praminent-
oo onhibits the trademn hed votd-mnbad “Grown™ ot aiop
the cpenmy fever o feature reserved exclimivels o ihe

IO Sl Crovs Goade e Andd althonelv appearig 1o

he eneraved i a standard Cronn Grade monfl chis Smith
cun features nmqguely engraved game seenes on both lock -
plates. The rightside Tockplare featares arare warerfowd
seene. as opposed (o the standard Crown Grade dog mot,
and while the fetteside lockplate featnres what appears to
he a tvpical Cronwn Grade dog motif, this scene was given
some extra detail. Upon close inspection i is revealed that
one of those pointing dogs is depicted holding a retrieved
Bird. a litele exera touch of imagination d not scen on any
other Cronn Grade Smith gun. And although this Sniseh
cun s not signed by the engraver, the facr that we see a
pointing dog holding a retricved bird 1s an mdication that
master engraver Albert Kraus himsel! was most likely the
artisan who engraved har scene, as M Kraus commonly
psed the “dog holding o retrieved bird™ cheme i the por-
traies he painteed.

Bat the unique teatures of this special “ldeal Grade™
Smith gun do not end there, as this example contains one
other distinetive feature historically reserved for only the
highest Deluxe Grade Smith gans, the raised “rope-rofl”
teature carved across the top of the sunding breech. From
carlier research T have learned that this was @ time-consum-
ing and costly feature to create, its executon being done
endrely by hand and requiring many hours of chiseling, fil-
ing. and polishing to realize the graceful end resule. T also
lcarned thac Albert Kraus, already in his fate seventes when
chis cun was produced, delegated this type of work o the

voung apprentce engravers under his turelage whose tme
could be expensed ar a more cost etfective nate.

['rom personal inspection of this unigue Smith gun 1 am
convinced that all ies features. as well as the engraving and
remaining gan finishes are factory original, and thar this zun
is not the resalt of aftermurket cobbling, nor is ica “lunch
box special™ emplovee gun. And although cach reuder
remains free o evaluate this most unusual Smich gnn in
whatever manner he may choose, T personally find thae the
commingling of these various Tdeal. Crown, Monogeam, and
Deluve Grade fearures have served to create the most
inriguing 1. CLSwmich gun T have everseen. Is this gun actu-
allv a "Salesman’s Sample™ as has been alleged? Perhaps we
shall never know, bhur whether Smich gun S18130 4s or isn't
dacsnt merrer ino my o opinion: this 1O Smirh gun N SO
nnique 1esands firmly on s own merits,

In closing. I wish o express my personal gratitude o
Rich Bever for allowing this wonderful and historic 1€
Smith eun o be shared with the double gun fraterni, and

1LCSCA DG aadcher, Jon

Seabbendicek for his myvaluable contrtbutions of inforn-

also o Board  member and

tion from the originad L CSmidh shipping ledeers. Fnadhy,
ans reader wishing to obtain informarion on o Sunth cun

, T ) .
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