GRORGE C. NEUMANN
65 JouN REZzA DR.
MNORTH ATTLERORO, MLA 027634064
{508) 699-9344

September 27, 2005

Mr. Paul M. Ambrose
Daniels Facrm Road, Suite 183
Trumbull, CT 06611

Pear Paul:

This is to confirm your purchase from me of a British
Brown Bess flintlock musket. It is the early version of this
pattern adopted in 1768 which continued until a chaoge in the
lock form cirea 1777. During that time it was the standard issue
pattern of the British army and also procured by many of the
American troops during our War for Independence. Its 42 inch
barrel, mounted on a black walnut stock has the usuval .75 cal.
bore. All parts appear to be original except for the two sling

swivels which have been accurately restored.

The filing smooth of most of the lock markings and barrel
proofs, plus the narrowing of the front bayonet stud to create

a blade for aiming, indicate the weapoun's use in American hands.
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PAUL M. AMBROSE ANTIQUES

“110/06 . 4 Daniels Farm Rd.
~ Suite #183
Trumbull CT 06611
www.ambroseantiques.com
(203) 452-9035

Re: P. 1768 Shortland/Second Model Brown Bess Musket, Ex. George C. Neumann

Enclosed, please find the Pattern 1768 Second Model Brown Bess Musket, Ex. George C. Neumann. |
hope that you enjoy this musket and it makes a welcomed addition to your collection. Thank you and I ook forward

to our continued relations.
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RARE & VERY GOOD AMERICAN USED REVOLUTIONARY WAR PERIOD SECOND. ,
MODEL/SHORTLAND. PATTERN 1768 BROWN BESS MUSKET, ca. 1778: In very good untouched original
flintlock condition. Of standard Shortland Pattern."Second Model” Brown Bess design. Sighted, 42", iromn, '
pin-fastened, .75 caliber barrel with-a "*", " 1. W." marker's mark and a Board of Ordnance "GR/V" proof mark at
the top center of the breech. Regulation walnut-fullstock, with raised carved "beaver tail" apron behind the barrel
tang and a raised lobe at the tail pipe. Marked in the ramrod channel, behind the trigger-guard and behind the ‘
sideplate with Ordnance acceptance marks: the right face of the butt with a weak, undated (Rev. War Period)
Storekeeper's mark. Fult Shortland Pattern brass mounts: flat sideplate with tail, buttplate with pin-fastened stepped,
tang, trigger-guard with a raised hazelnut finial and four baluster ramrod pipes, the second of early (type I} design..
Regulation Pattern 1756 (post 1764) lock with single screw behind the gooseneck hammer with a groeved spur for
the original border-engraved top jaw: The lock face with an American effaced Crown "GR" and Crown/Broad Arrow
acceptance mark beneath the powder-pan: tail of the lock with an effaced "TOWER". Thread engraved lockplate and
hammer/frizzen-back borders. In overall very good and untouched original flintlock condition, with a rich checolate
age patina overall. Fine stock with 75% varnish, visible Ordnance acceptance marks and some very minor handling
marks overall. The barrel with a pleasing, chocolate hrown age patina, smooth surfaces and some wear/pitting at the
breech. Mechanically crisp lock with obvious American effaced British markings and matching untouched brown
surfaces. Fine hardware with dark brown-mustard age-toned surfaces. Retains an American working-life iron
button-head ramrod and replaced swivels. Overall length, 58". A very rare example of an American used Pattern
1768 Shortland/Secend Model Brown Bess, in very good untouched condition. Formerly in the Collection of George
C. Neumann and accompanied by a letter of provenance. The Pattern 1768 is the first of the "Second
Model"/Shortland Pattern Brown Bess muskets to be accepted by the Board of Ordpance for issue to British line
troops. It replaced the Longland/"First Model” Brown Bess as the standard infantry weapon and it saw exfensive use
throughout the early years of the Revolutionary War. This example is most likely an American captured gun and its
Crown marking were removed for fear of British reprisals For similar examples please see; A. Darling: "Red Coat
and Brown Bess", Neumann & Kravic: "Collector's [Hustrated Encyclopedia of The American Revolution” and
Warren Moore's: "Weapons of the American Revolution”.
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