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8071

Joe Manton, 14 bore double Percussion gun, 28 inch barrels

Cased, with Joe Manton label

in case: Sikes copper powder flask, Shell design

3 steel cartridge cases, 1 extra front trigger, short for shooting with gloved hand; “T” handled nipple
wrench with 3 jointed ebony cleaning rod w/ brass joints & jig.

Mahogany case with sliding latches & key. (32 % x 9 % case)

Brass carrying handle with round escutcheon

Silver identification shield on top of wrist with Lion Couchant crest & initials JW ?

Gun purchased from W. Keith Neal, Westminster, Wilty

1943 by Guy A. Ritter, Jr.

In Manton Supplement p. 250

In case bought from Len Grotnes 1 Sept, 1967



mnimtu. dutahin

Dou' lir, Noal: Y

1 have t finishod reading for the second or third time ,vm excelleat ook on

The Mantons (ia collaboration with Mr, D.H.L. Back). I have enjoyed it thourcughly and
- cmmnot objoct to aaything in it or the way thit it ia put together, It is delightfull :

Mt re importent as the intense pleasure I derived from it I have becn able to ouuidor:; i,
‘Y oun guna in a sore specific chromological order, For this the whole collecting world

¢ will be indabted to you. Also I suspect th:t you may wvell serve as a clearing house for =
ioformation concerning owners and identification of Manton guns., You may syen devive some
little specific information concerning beginning nd ending serial ssquences ste. {rom
those of ua who have danton guns in our collections., YWith this in nind I include some
identifying information on my own Manton guns for vhatever use you may have for it,

{OENDMTONF G M 10ck, 20 ga. 33" barreld No. 3562 )Purchased from omy Groom, 1943)
Marved on top rids mmmucmtmuaou Gold Touch holes, two gold bands
én patent breech rear one wide, front one narrow. Junken (0ld) London proofs and serial
no. 3562 oo right barrel only, reading Crom muzzle. Barrels NOT relieved at locks, (m)
LOCKS, nearly identical to your illustration in plate 52 even to Lie engreuving, lourh.l_
numbar or any other sarks on the locks szcept the name MANTON im capitals engraved on each,.
ST0CK: Walnut With slight cheek~plece on left side. Checkared wrist vith sterling name
plats on top and sterling key plates, oval in shape. Tail pipe und finial on trigger guaxd
- 1o good matching pineapple pattern of the wge. Trigger guwd is large andthe tang is rolled
© - to give a platol grip, Jerifl pusber ie engivved in a suaburst oo the Luss of the tang -
. to the trigger guard, No. 5562. Front (rigat) trigger is stort, other normal. This is
. my favourite aporting cun., I use it for every iind of game I shoot: guail, cheasants, Uquml.
o turkey, deer aml bear. It bas bagged aany, , !

24 MANTCN HIFLE No. 4820 Percussicn(probably convertsd troa flint) 317/6" DNiet burrel
Co 0 J5T7 calibre, lesf sights 100, 200, and 300 yards, Aurked top of barrel: Manton London - -
 Under burrel stamped deep and solid 4320 With ¢ burrel lugs und under rib (for half utook).

9 ddn grooves Lo barrel silver blude front sight, don mm o0 rem rod snd hrm. nouun
end for lcading bullet, zo worm Or sorew nOr cap. Case hirdened ‘putent brmn vith wide.
~Ing on the breech fiiting the top of iock plate benind the cock. Short bir os barrel iz fmt

. of fulae breech (Putent tresch). LOCK: Good Manton styls Cock like Flate 55 or 56 in m
\ "ﬂu: Lockplate rounded in front like on flint yune Hunton's late projection on top of

jlaclc plate not on plute but on the standing oreech. Lock piate bLolt does not go thraugh’ tho

Lresch but just betind it us on ourlier gune. Serial no, 4820 in good relicf on top of odg.

' W&MM)‘WM Lile Gai T mawmmmmwmmm m

-t.:-un,;. ovu.l 1& a&m. ri.“-r .;u.u'd lurge d.th mllad t.uu tw ‘i.fl a ,.ai.stol .:rip.
f1int atyle with serial zm. 4820 ia ounburst nr.gr.ved op boss nf vistol rrip.' Pi.r.upph s
f4i4ad on .ri,,ser goard, .:izp.l.o tail ‘.,ipa in hore tip;,od half awc»..,‘ % : =
v % F&i&%fﬁﬁ & 0. thla barreled M gt braech - lon.im, suot‘un Kc.; 15‘}37 G,

31" 'fwizt barrels Marked Top: J. Aanton & Co FINS DAMASCUS STEEL, DOli'l haaé tunc ca ri‘h

ndér Zurrelst.  Mrainghas proofs 14 and 15‘337 on right berrel.
, ;}atwlnble locks marked J.' ‘Manton & Co.  Water-table Marked with dinin;hm pr:m’; az:i

the aarial na.‘ 15987 Tbﬁ u a vexy gcod guu but t&a eagravinc is mt up tc ttw al& mlita.




Te BTAW Aves peage & o

These Joha Min‘on guns sposk well for the history of the company. Ihe fling is right in
a1l ronpacta exospt that [ have had %o replace a main-spring., The Percussion rifls is
a Mt of a problem on account of its low serial nmumber. ‘I'Mmboroathpummpt
vorn and not %09 olear though readable, The number undor the burrel is parfect and very
deeply stanped and the number cn the edge of the lock-plate is clear und in perfect conditionm,
If this wore a flint gua the serial number is alrigit and ths conversion has boen o well .
done that thers is no evidence of the confersion except the serial number. The lock has
hean complately replaced and the stacding bresch has been remade to fit perfectly. The
engraving and the cock is of the right atyle for Manton's percussion production. I dot
thin sun from M, Perris, Portsscuth,Chio and he told m ke got it from you. Now, the
breech loading gun is anoth.r ratter and a @wod example of the later manufacture of the
sogpuny. The only reason [ bought it is that it was in newrly mint condition and shoots
bsautifully., The engraving is poor compared to first class firearme ut oxcellent compured
%o meny \merican guna of the period or even today. It hae been Lroken thiough tho stodk at
has grip od, I mey have to restock it one day. You

wdu 80 far us I have scen.
Now for the JUB WANTON GUNS:

1. Uouble barreled Joseph Santon 14 ga. lo,
28 Inch gwub twist burrele Marked: JOSEPR MANTON,.
 IAVANIT P FiCIT 5Y HIS MAJSSTY'S PATENT, (kngraved, not gold filled) Under burrelst
1 GL  Loniem prools aO'ﬂndu‘ot tang on patent treech plugs mazked ¥ 8 (Lota), Mpl.m
" of brass in the falrio of the twist barrel juat in front of blow-out plug oo let't darrel,
Pulse Breectound top rid slevated taupering teo suzele, LOUKS: Ber type marked JUSEPR m.
_above PATENT, Jold seroll cngraving with Dragon heads and termisals of scrolls onmrunt

" front of lock plates and on the conventional hammer (like plete £4 on Huvker's "Cld Joe") -

- Trigger guard aus pineapple fimial and bold tropuies (Horams, druas, flags ate, cngraved ;
- ond ths tung bours the wngruved seriul nuaher 8071, Otunding Lreech has wide curved flash

DAVISS STRERD, Z.MKALEY S.UiRG. LONDON.

2 ”;mru und boldly wngruved in best soroll atyle. ‘alout Stock wWith silver, oval key phtq.

403 used this guu every segson sisce I got it. . Incidentally it mc'h;d a a.lig,nt anulng on { :
Tt righk turrcl nesr the suszle, I thirk Tony told me he :

" byesohiof mml«. rntnt Sredonse. ot -vay B/Ifm L

d-silvar plate vdth tie initlals G V. in screll on the putc. .Sheckered wriat, I have

ot iﬁ fn Boyows -

beubla u gn. mmock vith nxmm rnp. 280 bum-'“

sutalde diumeter. vlaum Souelii

Y hclu, 3ternn¢ front iunt.; Eapcchllr saifom twist barrels wad Lop Tib. ‘“"“ bw :

= .7"?;“' pasgesed, ‘“o}“"“{‘m o i’iﬁ“ﬁ'"”ﬁ.ﬁﬁun ,m'ﬁﬁﬁim“’”“’ai'”’{;ﬁt ?n'i.:?‘



 Lookes Marked(Engraved) i very small capitals under feather spring, Jo3° RANTOR LONDON

. Lock plate very similat to Manton's patent specification No. 4285. lNo bar being on the
barrals, this plate fits close to the outside, which is relieved ut a small angle for

bout " in froot of the patent breech. This lock has a projection in fromt of the ,,
_ tube holder more pronocunced than on most plates in your book, The Hamser is "Joe Manton® b
~for sure but it hus a flash fence on the nost of the strikers. The simple sngr.ving is righ t
for this aotion tco. STOCK: This is unusual as it appears to ne to be white ussh and is o
vory heavy, It has a straight grip with checkering st the wrist. The Key plates are of

‘aterling but rectangular in shape. The tail pipe is pineapple and in steriing., Triger

2o guard hes ploespple finial but is oddly shaped with a squared guard in front und volied . =

~in the typlcal pistol grip style of earlier guns. There is a sunburst engmived on the boss . &5
‘of the platol grip but no serial number. The stunding brusoh is engraved in the hest
Joe ¥anton style. 1 got this gun from Fred G, Aylott, 82 Pondcroft Koad, Knevworth, Herts,
There is 10 lable in the case and the mahogany cuse is in an outer case of cardboard covered
with leather, The case and gun are near perfect in condition. In spite of the absence of . -
a serial nuaber I us satisfied that this is a genuine Joe Mantom gun. Everything else o
s Doubls burreled Joe Muntom 14 ga./siotgun Ho. 8954  (Purcmieed in Aserica)
297/8" varrels, stub twiet, marked on top rib, JOSIPH MANTCN, HANOVER SQUARB, LONDOM

Under barrels mrved with London proof on patent breech and on barrels k!'nxnjanﬂnq oF
seriul no, 8954, Square nipple bases ant blow-out plugs not pierced but platinum, = .
Bar on barrel at breech 1 5/8" long., LOCKS: Shape identical to plate 110 in your book, -
stanped 5954 on front, top inside of each plate. Lngraved JOSEPH FANTON.PATESRT, foliated .
sonater with Mrd Hoad in front and foliated scrolls at rear. Dragon-headed sonst: s and

foli ted enyrifing on cocks. Detuchable striker retained by a screw on the INIIDE of each

cock (not through as in plate no 110 of your book. Striker head is sane us in illystrution

- plate no. 110, | Trigyer Guard hus pineapple fimial Guard prope:ly engraved with tr9phies and

- sussle (see gun 5o 1713 page 279 in your book) 3arrels 28" longand nicoly bulanced. .

S - pdcely enyrived. ° This is my fuvourite clay pigeon Lun as 4% hindles ‘80 quickly, I had

sheot susic ete. Tial pide tas pineapple finial 0o, Se Fumber on tang of streight stock,
: ensraved 8994 reuding from muzzle, Sterling escutcheon pletes oval in shape. 3Stock is
~ Azerical s;lnui 1 believe (Ver; durk und dense) checkered at etraight wrist, pladn nune

- plate on wrist/betind standing bree@h wuich is properly Joe Manton style. 2
w1 Senesf e FISY Womepad de Lait st Tetpnell oo

4+ Double barveled Jos manton 13 ga. shotgua (pescussion) from i |

- Barrels Murked on top Rib: JOSEPH MANION LONDON(Flatinua plug not plerced) . -
- Under burrels: 3irming ham proofs on cuch burrel(no other mar«s). Tacse burrels luve

*

Yalton colLsotion Rouncke, . )

& larger outside séation for the first 9;" from broech then a ferrule and reduced size t
LOCKSs bur, sarked JOSEPH MANTON ( o raved) 4dth phessants und scroll on right and anipe;,
fivched .nd seroll on left one. Flate is aguared at rear. Cocks are odd in thet they are
rectasgular in section tut wdithfan "S™ curve to the shank and a detachable striker vith a
. belled shaps at the nose. Tads L& locked with w sorew that goes tarough the striker fra
 tm cutside, the ecrew sppearing like an sys on tim wok. Key plists 1o ateel emyraved, =
. oval i shape with small circles at the ends to adnit the sorews wich -old 4t in pluce.

- Trdg er guard has piloeajple Cinid with soroll engruving at tutt and and typical Mantom

- tulst "roje” at the very rear finid. Tang of trigger éuaid hus engraved serdal po. 10178 e

. The tuil dpe is latefatyle and has orly the leuves of the pineu,ple and the rest is & bulb

Blways wrdered abut thess buarrels btut had decided that in Joe Manton's distress that B 5
“Just migt huve used a Birminghum barrel occasicnally. The engraving on the locks and the
. hardiere is conclusively (to ve .t lswst) Mapton's style, This guu is stocked 14 Circasfen
© wulnut apd was in poor condition wien I go¥ 1t. I have speat more i repuire than on the




. privilage too. <o far I have not seen one I wuld huve in recent yoars. iost are poor

:' m and I toink this «ill be unfortmto.

. That list concludea my own Manton guns and you can see that I still do not nuve & doublo
¥lint lock Joe Manton, I am still in the market if you know whore one is to be had,
Incidertally about a your ago I was offered a double Joe #snton {lint by a men in Micnesota.
I had hin ohip it © ne :nd I returned it to him as in too poor condition for the price he
asked for it, It mus murked No. 3030, I had jurchused this same ;un from Greener's in
London in 1944 and made notes of it at the time. I rejected it this time for the sune
ressons that I did not keep it originally. Tols gun nad Manton's Cocks Wi thi the heavy
breast when I saw it belore, ‘hey are goose necked now und probably not proper.

Gun 18 in Averica somewhere now. I ws sorry that I do not krow wiem,

There is one gun thut you may want to include in your own cautalog of Munton guns which I :
huve been trying to buy for some tize. Unfortunutely the owner knows what he has and won't
sell at all, This gun is in poor condition but is genuine in all respects. It belongs to
Hr. Kent lioge, furkes G _rden, Virginia. It is No. 10577 and is a doubdle flint shotgua. ,
The tarvels are very pretty rose patterned twist and marked on top ribi JOSEPH MANTUN.

6 HOIL:S 5T, CAVENDISH SQUARS. LOKDON (No & Son) Ths breeches are atamped im GOLD.

with Munton'as stamp "Joseph Manton Putent"wd th the crown” reading from the breech. It
has gold touch holes. Under aide of barrels mariked with London proofs 13 and 10577 reuding

from brosch (atamped I think) Lockss Like plate 106 in your book tut With no gravitating =
stops, Joth are atamped with the serial number 10577 on the inside in fromt ut the top of

the plate ( nAt on the edge) The hamwers huve only an engruved border, no nusbers)
It is etockéd in good walnut and the trigger guard ilwmmmdthmﬂu Al
engmuved with the number 10577, This is ion
This number would indeed place it late in Manton's production, wouldn't 1t?
¥811, now 1 have had my say and hope you huve not been too bded with it. I too
nhu-miquot-mwmmuuimtuumm. fy best guns
 are not Mantons but the Mauntons are the favourites. . I atill have nopes of finding a
use in regular shooting, I um willing to pay for the

_condition or they wouldn't be on the murket. The orly ope ia W get one {rom « collsation
und I atin hope.

e fhmk you for your tinme snd thanh min for the book. You havod:m oxcellont
. service '» the collectors everywhere, I have only one suspicious regret. Some Cew
people will try now to alter the eggraved nunes, uddnuu ,und alnu-berl to msten the

e ﬁ‘Incidantnl.lr. do you ruve & copy ofk,vour ‘book Iund:? If 90 and you will please
- send u copy out to Tony Uroom in Australia: with your: nutocnph. ‘and send the bill o me.
t mt !u’a w luu e eopy aM I’d luu vm mm;ﬁ in ii tot hin. *mmh- ror cvmmu

ﬁmmly ma,




I Wank you very uch for your latest letter and am particularly glad to Mnow
. that you anticipated some more of your books ¢0 that .

- Groom, I think ils sddress is indeed still 9 Bosch fo»
Australia, fleamber to send ze the M1l for the book,

jou ight send one out te Tony
ads Mo 25 san’ pm. tostern

Firat off, 1 hope we can got togother sgain over hore, I don't anticipate
gatting to Sngland mﬁuthImuMthhmaﬁ“hmiuuﬂx
=8 aifficult as it once was, I believe you do ccod % the Arms Collecter's Acoooliae
Hor neetings and the \RA meetings following, I an not a member of the ./ rus Cullsators
but would weicowe a recormendeation from u member for the privilege, 548 I do go
to the NRA Meetiogs occasionally when thay ure near to Sulem. I wes Oh wlain at
the National Matches «t Camp Porry last year wod this coe toe. Jo I koy sone of
the officers and welcowe the opportunity to see them all, I belicve thyt the
GEA meetings will be ia ‘asaington D, U, this next yor and perhups we oo et
toguther 2t that time. I will look for the opportunity unyway. ,

Thars are othes things on my mind 4t the moment too, Since I awve weitten you
qutmﬂatlmtrmothulmmmundhanbomtmot:hnuapdnn
exgecting another momentarily, I inclose 8 deseriotion of tue J,bn Hanton anatgus
anl!aul.rnl'dﬁuhldlochﬁmlImlduhuhnrmattunptadauon. I

> vant to 2ake up an entire gun from tlmae locks and have ooly them to stars with.

1 beldeve 1 will atteapt %0 maxe it ae ngarly like a 1725 Manton us possidle with
mmﬂn—lummmmmhm&rummtm I really
m-mdmmmnmmugmu-ubnutumuat.

L huve & pair of Purker ducsscus berrels that would work woll ut they are of the

* T08e pattorned Usanocus and 1% just wom't look dght on a ¥eaton gan. Do PO S0y

. whers u separated barrel (or puir ) ie availasle? This would nct necesssrily huve

%0 be Muntom tut quality witn the right pattern oo te trist. I would like any other

© o pleces of corrcet hurdware you sight te willing to part vith, That iar Butt olate,
- triger quurd, triggers and etarding orecch, I can.cslle 2ll these wut it is not assy
o and they wuld not be genuine snyway, I aw still thinking about canting the butt

© 7 plate and trigger guard in sterling. Tuis is the susisst way to do it snd the lesat
- expenaive locidentully., I .a tempted to use the szcorn finisl 98 -the trigger susrd

‘und & bulbout tall pipe like the pe o8 jour coloured ;late lo.. 2 (p.,van:d}&f Turie .

.1 .0uls put the gold on the barrel toa. “old in the touch Noles Aven m e provles.

I ,l_m't know tow they did it bt I have f';,l,ogrlf&;t’j,@&ﬁtll new ones. ind that 1o exe
~peasive since L never rocover them — thay ~Just disappeir in the snoke. ' low wh 1
“do you think of such & project? - e S




“One otuer thing that appeals to me st the moment is Labels for cases. Yoa give
"é & replica label once and this reminde we thut pertups you hzve reproduced othars,
{ola ome weas 9a hrown paper 6o I wonder if you have any replica lubels printed on
white puper. J.me of ay cuses do oot huve labels and I would like labels for taem.
Vthers ace euten oy silverfish and torn and not pretty atall. I.do believe the or 4=
Anal label is better thao a replica though 1t it is legi ble ut all. Let we <oow your "
own tooughts on this, Jith modern reproductive processes they oan be printed essily.

Uf course L am still looking Cor Joe Munton _una and want very much to

, umim J“"‘“Ph flint, ‘ihen th_.vgm ‘ar 52l
_markoet price {or sass and it aust be oar nows .

lot ©8 koow s I will ey the

Inctdmtally did Joe Santon ever use a stasp forbis name the breschee in tuie
N Jes B i

Ar
;J“ A"I' P Ad

1 dis not Cind but I bave gone back to durkes Jurden tw bry to
purchase the flintlock I wrotyyou about in my lateat letter, No. 10577. L uoted
that this ntamp is in gold and that the crown is ocutsids the rectasgle. Thls gqum ©
Just doss not udd up for me aad I think I will forget abwt it for the sument,

| Again, thanks for writing and reading my lotters, I hop
Jours ar: a delight ulwuys, 9it keep me in aind when you
if you huve any of the parts I noed for my Manton project,






idea 1t may be a gun which came from the Ashburnham collection,
g several of these had stragj{stacks,very heavily built and were in
almost unused state.

One day wnen I am in the States I hope we can meet,l would
enjoy seeing you and your collection and talking guns.

I am getting some more copies of my book and will send one
on to Tony Groom and autograph it. I presume his address is still
9,Beech Rd.Mossman Park,W.A.

Kindest regards,

Yours sincerely,

LUK eelL Ieal

R

-
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