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4820

(1809 )John Manton 60 bore rifle.

Octagonbarrel 31 7/8 “ barrel No proof marks

Percussion conversion from Flintlock

Two barrel lugs. 3 leaf sights on top flat

Ramrod has big button on outer end. Rosewcod, brass tip.
Cased in new case made by owner.

Nice little Dixon patent Powder Flask in Case

In ‘The Manton Supplement’. P.52 Lock /ﬂff 27¢ 20 Koo/
, ; ) YA TN LoresDn,
54 o
&MWMWW W&M&W a/[mf
; o Lot o,









/{ﬁﬂﬁ%;/ﬂﬁﬂﬁfé‘ {%fé&
T 7
. fﬁwai i}f’&;m@m&&
S Vit

st

e
S, S,







R

The Kantons

" .'\
1 Augw t, 1967

KEr. W, Keith Neal

Bishopetrow House

Warmineater, Wiltshire

Sngland

Dear lir, Neal:

IhtoewnttmmmfertthmuumthMu

in collaboration with Mr, D,H.L. Back)., I bave enjoyed it thourcughly and
cannot object to saything in it or the way that it 15 put together, It is delightfull
%t ss important us the intense pleasure I derived from it I have becn able to consider
iy oun guna in a sore specific chromological order, For this the whole collecting world
will be indebted to you. Also I suspect thit you may well serve as a clearing house for
dnformation concerning owners and {dentification of Manten guna, You may sven derive some
little specific information concerning beginning nd ending serisl sequences sto. from
those of us who have Manton guns in our collections. With this in mind I {nolude some
identifying information on my own Manton guns for vhatever use you may have for if.

20 ga. 33" barreld No. 3562 )Purchased from Yony Groom, 1943)

on top ribs Manton*london in Capitals in Gold, Gold Touch holes, two gold bands
én patent bresch rear one wide, front one narrovw. Sunken (old) London proofs and serisl :
no. 3562 on right barrel ovly, resding Crom muzsle. Barrels NOT relieved at locks, (Bresech).
LOCKS, nearly identical to your illustration in plate 52 even to tie engruving, No serial -
nunbar or any other sarks on the locks except the name NANTON in capitels engraved on eagh,
Walnut with sligut cheek-piece on left side. Checkered wrist with sterling name
plate on top and sterling key plates, oval in shape. Tail pipe und finial on trigger guaxd
in good matching ple pattern of the age. Trigger guwd is large andthe tang is rolled
%o give & plotol grip. OSerifl pumber ie engruved in & sunburet oo the boss of the
3562, Front {rigat) trigger is short, other normal., This is

to the trigger guard, No. _

ny favouirite sporting gun. I use it for every iind of game I shoot: quail, phessants, squirrel,
turkey, deer ami bear. It tas bagged many. : :

« MANTGN RIFLE No, Percussicn(probably converted from flint) 317/6" Dviet barrvel.

’
2

577 calibre, leuf sights 100, 200, and 300 yarde, Merked top of barrel: Manton London

burvel stamped deep and solid 4820 with < burrel lugs wnd under rib (for half steck),
wide grooves in barrel eilver blade front sight, Horm butiton on ram rod «od brass, congave
end for loading tullet, no worm Or screw 0or cap. Case hardened putent preech' with wide

ug oo the breech fitting the to; of lock plate behind the cock, Short bar os barrel inm front
of fuloe breech (Patent bresch). LOCK: Good Manton style Cock like Plate in your
Book. Lockpliate rounded in front like on flint gune Munton's late projec on top of )
look plate not on plate but on the standing breech. Lock plate Lolt does not go through the
breech but just betind it s on eurlier guma, Serial no. 4820 in good relisf ou top of edge

o1 AT %y Boeke( ieS ) UPEeK EMBeBARGST RNACERKekeddddinEs s SRSV OVouds jor Dupindyipbitws in
steriing, oval in stape. Trigger guard large with rolled tang to give a pistol grip, ia
f14nt style with serisl no. 4820 in sundurst engraved on boss of pdetel grip. Phupah
firdel ov trigger guard. Simple tail pipe in horu tipped hull stock. -

¢ J.MANTON & CO. Doublo barreled 14 ga breech losding shotgun No, 15987.

31" Twist burrels Marked Top: J. Manton & Co FINE DAMASCUS STEEL, Doli's head tang on rib,

Undor Burrels: Brainghem proofs 14 and 15987 on right barrel. ) :
Detactable locks murked J. ton & Co.  Water-table Marked with Sirmingham proofs ani :

the serisl no,, 15987. This is a very good gun but the engraving is not up to the old quality. .
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for the history of the company. 2ihe fling is right in

had %o replace a main-spring. The Percussion rifle is

ite low serial mumber. The number on the pistol grip ie
ble. The pumber under the borrel is perfect and very J
edge of the lock-plate is clear and in perfect conditimm,
nunber is alright and ths conversion has boen 20 well
evidence of the confersion except the serial nmumber. The lock has

the standing bresch hss been vemade to fit perfectly. The

the right etfle for Manton's percussion production. I fot
Portsaouth,Chio end he told me be got it from you. Nou, the
mtter snd a god example of the later mamufecture of the

t it e t it wae in nearly mint condition and shoote
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_ barraled. 20
mﬂu 80 far as I have seen.
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Now for the JUE MANTON GUNS:

1. Doiible barveled Joseph Manton 14 ga. Wo. 8071 (¥rom Tony Groca)

28 Inch stud $wist burrels Maerked: JOSSPE MANTON, DAVIRS STRSED, BERKALEY SJUARE. LONDON,
ISVESIT BI FECIT BY HIS MAJESTY'S PATENT., (Engraved, not gold filled) Under burrele:

CL ionden proofs 8071 and eng of tang on patent bresch plugs merked ¥ @ (both). Timy plece
of brass in the fabric of the twist barrel juat inm front of blow-out plug os lef't barwel,
Pulse Breectomnd top rid elevated tapering tc ewsele. LOUKS: Ber type marked JUSEPE NANTON,
above PATENT, Bold seroll engraving with Dragon heads and terminals of scrolls ou rear and
froot of lock plates and on the conventional hammer (1like plete £4 on Hawker's "Cld Joo")
Trigger guard nus piseapple fimial and bold trophies (Horms, drums, flage eto, sugraved

wmd the ‘tung bours the engruved serisl nusher 8071, Stunding breech has wide curved flash
best soroll style. %Yalout Stock with silver, oval key plates,
srd eilvar plate With the initiale ¢ V in scroll on the plate., Sheckersd wrist., I have
uoed this guu every segson since I got it. Incidentally it once hud & slignt swelling on
tie right barrel neer the musszle., I think Tony told me he got it fma you,

2, Deuble 14 gu. Tubelock with elevated rib, 28" barrele MO SERIAL NUMBSR. No bar on

:
:
|

bresch of berrels, patent bresches cut sway 3/16the " from sutside dimmeter. Platinus touch
toles,’ sterling front sight., Bspecially usiform twist bLurvels sad top rib. Patent breeches

PR I T
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Locks: Murked(Engreved) in very smsll capitals under festner spring, JOS® WANTOR LONDON

Lock plate very similar to Manton's patent specification No. 4285. No bar being on the
barrels, this plate fits close to the outside, which is relieved at 2 small angle for

about }* in fromt of the patent breech. This lock has a projection in fromt of the

tube holder more pronounced than on wost plates in your book, The Hamser is "Joe Msnton®
for sure but it hus a flash fence on the nost of the strikers. The simple engr.ving is righ t
for this action too. STOCK: This is unusual as it appears to me to be white ash and is
very heavy., It has x straight grip with checkering st the wrist, The Key plates are of
sterling but rectangular in shape. The tail pipe is pineapple and in sterling. 'l‘rlfuu'
mmmpz.auumtum-mmnm.-wmurmtmmgu

in the Wmhlulp-vudmnummu;mmtmmont&m

of the pistol grip but no serial number. Ths stunding brosch is engruved in the best

Joo Manton atyle. zmmumma.wtt.nmtm.mm..m
MhnehmtnmmmmﬁMMuhmmmdM*m
with lesther. The case and gun are near perfect in condition, In spite of the absence of

a sorial musber I an satisfied that this is a genuive Joe Manton gun. Everything else is

correct,
Percusaion

3« Double burreled Joe Munton 14 ga./stotgun No, 8954 (Purctmeed in Aserics) \
297/8" varrels, stub twist, marked on top rib, JOSZPH MANTCN, HANOVER SQUARB. LONDOA °
Under barrels mariked with London proof on patent breech and on barrels WP and sogrived
sericl no., 8954. Square nipple bases and blow-out plugs not pierced but platinum, G
Bar on barrel at breech 1 5/8" long. LOCKS: Shape identical to plate 110 in your RN
stanped 8354 on front, top inside of each plate. Engraved JUSEPH RANTON,.PATENT, folisted
sonster with ¥ird Head in Cront and foliated scrolls at rear. Dragon-headed sonst«r ond
- foliited engrifing on cocks, Detuchable striker retained by a screw on the INSIDE of
cock (not thrdugh as in plate no 110 of your book. Striker head is same s in illustrs
plate no. 110, Trigger Guard hus pineapple fimial Guard :1y engraved with trgphies and '
Mmg‘:zﬁ Tial pipe bas pineapple finial too. Fumber on tang of streight stock,
engraved 8994 Tekding from muzzle. Sterling escutcheon pletes oval in shape. S is
Americal s;;luumxm(vm dark and dense) checkered at straight wrist, plain
plate on wrist /'betind standing hrnlh(udch is properly Joe Manton style, ;

54--1((-:{' Fe J\/S:ﬁt Worpud e Coll, Cacfos Uiy ]
4. Double barveled Joe manton 14 ga. shotgun (peecussion) from Walton coilection Roanoke,¥s.)
Sarrels Marked on top Rib: JOSEPH MANTON LONDON(Platinuam plug not plerced) A
Under burrelst Birming ham proofs on esch barrel(no other maris), Tacse barrels luve
& larger outside séction for the first 94" from breech then a ferrule and reduced size to
suzsle (see gun no 1713 page 279 in your book) Sarrels 28" longa od nicely bulsnodd,
LOCKS3 bux, garked JOSEPH MANTON (ingraved) wdth phessants and scroll on right and anipe,
flvshed wnd scroll on left one. Plate is sguared at rear, Cocks are odd in that they are
rectangular in section but withan "S" curve to the shank wnd u detachable striker with &
belled shap: at the nose, Tmhlw-thumﬁatmwm-mtm
tie outside, the screw appearing like an eye on the ook, Key plate is eteel engraved,
mmwnumzm.ammumnum--uhmutunm
Trig.er guird hss pineapple finidd with scroll engruving at butt end and typical Manton
twist "rope” at the very rear fintd, Tang of trigger guacd hus engraved serdsl mo. 10178
The tail pdpe is la tyle and has only the leaves of the pinespple and the rest is a buld
nicely enyrived. hqrtmuchxmmutthm“uquwn I had
slvays wrdered abut these burrels but had decided thut in Joe Manton's distress that Be
Just migt have used a Birminghsm barrel occasicnally, The engraving on the locks and the
hardiare is conclusively (to se at lesst) Manton's style. This gun is stocked in Circasdan
walnut and was in poor condition whem I got it. I have speat more in repairs than on the

E



‘Keith Beal page 4

Tois

1 gee that 1 still do vot have a double
to him as in too poor condition for the price he
had purchased this same gun from Greener's in

I rejected it this time for the same

Tois gun nad Manton's Cocks wi th the heavy

e time.

ered a double Joe Manton {lint by & man in Minnesota,

and you
the market if you know where one is to be had,

t
1

are goose nacked now und probably not proper.

Il am sorry thut I do not kmow where,

11 in
was off
turned i
‘ney

Gun is in Averics somewhere now.

still i
5
re

Ro.

I am
ago
we :nd I
It mas murked
London in 1944 and made notes of it at

ressons that I did not keep it originally.

That list concludes my own Manton
Flint lock Joe Manton.
Incidertally about a yesr

I had him ehip it ©

breast when I saw it before,

asked for it,

it

lhtm
terned

Tuis gun is in poor condition
(lo

,den, Virginia,
tty rose pat
CAVENDISH SQUARS. LONDON

you may want to include in

G

4re very pre

buy for some tiue.

that
to

gun

Tying

and I etill hope.

condition or they

Some few

g,addresses and serial numbers to mstch the

You have done an excellent

for the book.
only one suspicious regret.

.

Incidental ly, 40 you have & Oopy of your book handy? If 80 and you will plesse

. ‘napks for everytiding,

and send the bill to me.

jcopy out 0 Tony Uroom in Australia with your autograph,

him to have a copy and I'd like your sutograph in it for him

i

Guy A, Ritter, Jn,

Sincerely yours,



‘¥ thank you very zuch for .ycm- }.atut mmm aﬁputinularl: ¢lnd ulmo_
thatymnuoiputummcfmwohmthat;wumnadomaaﬁu‘rm
Groom, xmmmummauusmm.' ~
Australia, lmh-.'hundummltwthcbuk. ‘

firat off, 1 hope we can get tontber acain over heve, I d.oa't :mttuzpato
gatting to “nglnd wy time soon though I wuld 1iks to do o and it io not nearly
a8 aifficult as it once was, I believe you do comd % the Aras Collecter's Ascociu~
Hor neetings and the NRA meetings following. I am pot a member of ths /rus Collectors
but would weicome a reccmmendation from u member [or the privilege. 548 I do go
to the NRA Mectings occazionally when thay ure near to Sslem. [ wes Chrlain at
the Hational Matches at Camp Porry last your aund this one toe. Jo I kruy sone of
the officers and v.lco-a the ep,orhantty w‘%m thu all, I bolim thut the -

Thers mommmvm 4t the soment oo, binooxuuvo weittan jou
I seve found at lonat four other Manton uns und have bought ooe of them @d we
: exgecting anothor momentarily, I inclose a dnaortpttou of the J hn Mauton anatgus
. and a pule of detached locks that I would ilke to jave you attonpt a date ou, I
wunt to sake up an entire fun froz tlese locks and have only them to stars with.
1 beldeve 1 will atteapt to naxe Lt as nsarly like a 1795 Manton ua possible with
one exception — I want some choke in the barrels for zy own shooting, I roally
‘peed a puir of Manton barrels or scse equally good is etud twist to look right,
1 have a pair of Parker dussscus barrcls that would work well but they arw of the
1080 patterned Usssscus and it just won't look dght on a ¥mnton gan. LU0 you koow
- wherw & ceparated oarrsl (or puir ) fe avalladle? This would not necesssrily have
Y j'fo O Manton but quality with the right patteran on the triat. I would like any other
. plecws of corrcet hardware you night ve willing to part With, st ia: Sutt slate,
o triger gquurd, triggers and etanding brecch, I can.usie ‘all these wut it is not essy
. nd hey wuld rot be genuine EDYWAY. L am still l'.ainnn( e.bout cut.ln; tm butt ;
- oo plate wnd trigger guard in sterling, I‘H.- is the suolest wag to do it and the Laaat,
- expensive locidentullys I wa tezptad ‘to uae ﬁw asorn finial on the triuor ‘guanrd.
-7 und & bulbout tall pipe like the Do on jour coloured slate | to, 2. Apuge 64) OF @b
i 2 puu put the ¢old ov the barrel toy. “old in the toush holes Avaee ne o pmnlm.
on't know tiow they did it bat I tave Slown out several new czes &ml that ia oxe
S penrive since L sever rocover tham — thew ~-uat dlsnppcaar in th; snokca, - Now wh b
. 7 de yeu thiaik ot aucbaprojoot? : s :




he mt u Inhol. tor cases. !au ¢m
w8 & replica label onu and th.t perhups ycu have reproduced othars.
- inis one was 2a bhrown paper I wonder if you have any replica lubels printed or .
white paper. J.me of ay cuses do not huve labels and I would like labels for them,
-Uthers are euten vy silverfish and tors and not pretty atall. I do believe the oai.;\-
“inal label is better than . upun thw.h it 1t is logihh at &11. S
_own tuougats on this. ‘

'
i
&
~ e

Incidmtally did Joe !hnun evar use a

{ommt
o J-I)If-"
AR 2o T8 55 e 3 :
N o “‘ T i 3
1 dii not Cind Sut I have gone back to ‘urkes Garden

purchase the nuum I wrotfyou about in my latest letter, Yo, 10577.
that this atump is in gold und that the crown is ocutsids the rectargle. Tiis gum i
JUthm not add up for me and I think L will Torget abmt it for the someni, - = - -

Q&w As 'littar. & L
mt prof cf Religlon







idea it may be a gun which came from the Ashburnham collection,
several of these had stra&gﬁstocks,v&yy heavily built and were in
almost unused state.

One day when I am in the States I hope we can meet,l would
enjoy seeing you and your collection and talking guns.

I am getting some more copies of my book and will send one
on to Tony Groom and autograph it. I presume his address 1s still
9,Becch Rd.Mossman Park,W.A.

Kindest regards,

Yours sincerely,



BISHOPSTROW HOUSE,

WARMINSTER,
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