FIREARM INFORMATION SHEET
COLLECTION NUMBER: 9188
TYPE: Kentucky Rifle - Wender (Over and Under)
IGNITION SYSTEM: Flint

LOCK MARKINGS/DECORATIONS: Lock plate on right marked "KUNZ" and on left
"Philad a".

DATE OF MANUFACTURE: 1790's W /
. . . Iy
PLACE OF MANUFACTURE: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania At~ 00 JAN

MAKER: Jacob Kunz (Kuntz)

LENGTH OVERALL: 57 3/4 inches
BARREL LENGTH: 40 3/4 inches
CALIBER: .50, rifled (both barrels)

WOOD TYPE: Curly Maple
MOUNTINGS: Brass with exception of silver escutcheon at wrist, silver star on
cheekpiece and silver barrel key escutcheons.

BARREL MARKINGS/DECORATION: "J Kunz Philad”

STOCK MARKINGS/DECORATION: Fine curly maple stock with Kunz's typical silver "star
in circle” on cheekpiece. Also fancy toe plate with wooden patchbox release.

REPAIRS/RESTORATION:

HISTORICAL/ARTISTIC SIGNIFICANCE: Jacob Kunz has been referred to as "in a class
by himself" by Joe Kindig, II. With its relatively flat, wide butt and large caliber, this is
one of a handful of early over and under Kentucky rifles. Its heritage comes directly
from the "Wender" Jeager rifles which were relatively common in Germany, 1700-1800.
Jacob Kunz's architecture, proportions, and engraving are unsurpassed and for a two
barreled gun it is hardly heavier than many single barreled guns.

PROVENANCE: Ex-Collection Frank Greenhall, Florida
John Green (his son)
C.W. Slagle

PUBLICATIONS: MNone

COST:

ESTIMATED MARKET VALUE AND DATE:
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VOLUME III - No. 1V

THE KUNTZ BROTHERS, JACOB AND PETER, GUNSMITHS
Allentown and Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

1807 - 1876

Rk EkhkkkE

For years, collectors of fine Kentucky Rifles and Pistols have cherished the
ownership of a gun made by either one of these two Kuntz Gunsmiths. Also, for years,
there has been conjecture as to whether or not these two Gunsmiths were trained by
the same hand and were they brothers.

A confusing fact is that Jacob Kuntz guns were often marked "Philadelphia, Pa."'~
and Peter Kuntz guns were marked, rarely, "Allentown, Pa."

The writer set out to prove whether or not these two smiths were brothers,
and did they work together in Allentown.

After months of research, I was finally able to document the fact that these
two were brothers, and both were trained in Allentown, both Taxed as Gunsmiths in

Whitehall Township, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania.

In order to document such facts, the best way is to develop a geneology of all
the known members of a family, their progenitors, and piece all the available mate-
rial together. Documentation can then be directed with specific names and dates.
This was done in the case of these two Kuntz brothers. This chartis shown as Ex-

hibit #1.

The stumbling block in this documentation was the finding of the correct Peter
Kuntz, who could be the father of Jacob and Peter Kuntz. There were several Peter
Kuntz and Jacob Kuntz names in the annals of Lehigh and Northampton Counties during
the period of their lives. For a period of time, I had located a Peter Kuntz Will and
Estate Record, all in German, and I thought I had the correct one, only to learn, upon
translation, that the Will I had translated was of a Peter Kuntz who only had one daugh-
ter -no sons. Strange, this Peter Kuntz died in the same year and month, but 10 days

earlier than the Kuntz I was searching for.

At this point, it is important to note that Lehigh County was part of Northamp-
ton County, until the year 1815. Therefore, the Court House records for Allentown
start after 1815. Knowing that the Peter Kuntz I was searching for died after 1815, I
assumed that his Will or intestate records would be filed in Allentown. This is where
I found the Peter Kuntz, who, after translating his Will, proved not the correct one.
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Therefore, having worked many months in the Archives of Northampton County,
I went back there in search of the correct Peter Kuntz. There I found his Inventory
Record, his Administration Papers and all the data which gave the proof of the two sons,
Jacob and Peter, as being of this particular Peter Kuntz. Exhibit #2 is a copy of Peter
Kuntz, Sr.'s Inventory. From this record, itis found that he left no Gunsmith tools,
but was a grain miller. Also shown on Exhibit #3, is the renunciation of Jacob Kuntz,
eldest son, as Administrator of his father's Estate. The reason for this renunciation
is, no doubt, due to the fact that he was a resident of Philadelphia and could not conven~
iently attend this settlement in Allentown or Northampton Courts.

Exhibit #4 shows the Court®*s appointment of Peter Kuntz, Jr., Solomon Kuntz
and George Steward as Administrators of Peter Kuntz, Sr.*s Estate.

These documents established completely that Jacob Kuntz of Philadelphia and
Peter Kuntz, Jr. of North Whitehall Township in Lehigh County were sons of the Peter
Kuntz, Sr., and obviously brothers.

Referring back to Exhibit #1, the Geneological Chart of the Kuntz Family of
Gunsmiths, we note that: -

Jacob Kuntz was born 9-6-1780 - Died 10-6-1876
and
Peter Kuntz was born in 1791 -~ Died in 1862

Their difference in ages may be seen to be 11 years. This would mean that
Jacob would have a head start of 11 years over his brother Peter, in learning the Gun-
smith trade. This factls born out in the Tax records of Northampton County Archives
when, for the first time, Jacob Kuntz, in 1807, is listed as a Gunsmith in Whitehall
Township, Northampton County. Then, 10 years later, his brother Peter appears in
the Tax lists for the first time in 1817. This is just 10 years after his brother Jacob
appeared for the first time in the Tax records.

Therefore, it is conceivable that Peter Kuntz, being 11 years younger, could
have been trained as an apprentice under his brother. An examination of their work
reveals a very close similarity in style, design and workmanship.

In 1810, Jacob moved to Philadelphia, where, after a brief apprenticeship of six
months, he embarked on a full career as a Gunsmith. In 1813, he advertised for busi-
ness as a Gunsmith. In 1812 he married Barbara Newhard, niece of Peter Newhard,
Gunsmith of Allentown 1743~1813. This is interesting and important, because it is con-
ceivable that Peter Newhard had a hand in the training of Jacob Kuntz.

Further, to complicate the picture and confuse the issue as to who trained Jacob
Kuntz, we find that Elizabeth Newhard, a cousin of Barbara Kuntz, married John Moll,
son of Johannes Moll, Allentown's most famous Revolutionary Gunsmith.
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An interesting item in Peter Neyhardt®s (Neihardt) Inventory, taken after his
death, and dated October 13, 1813, is of importance in the relationship of the Kuntz
and Neyhardt Family of Gunsmiths. In the Inventoxy, under Notes and Bonds owed
Peter Neyhardt, is found the name Peter Kuntz owing & 20-0-0, which was approxi-
mately $60.00. Could this Peter Kuntz have been the young Gunsmith? He would have
been 22 years of age, maximum, and could have finished his apprenticeship under Ney-
hardt and borrowed the money to start his own shop. Yet, his father was living, and
as a miller, should have been able to lend his son this same money. I don't know =~
this is one of the imponderables in trying to determine who trained these Kuntz Gun-
smiths. A most mitigating factor against Neyhardt training Kuntz is that neither Kuntz
Gunsmiths® finished rifles bear any resemblance to those of Neyhardt or Johannes Moll.

So far, we have only proven that Jacob Kuntz and Peter were brothers, that they
were both Gunsmiths in Lehigh County, and that Jacob was 10 years earlier than Peter.

It is interesting to note that Jacob Kuntz was an excellent craftsman, and his
workmanship was not excelled in the area. In fact, in 1833, The Franklin Institute of
Philadelphia awarded Jacob Kuntz with a silver medal for his skill and ingenuity. He
made the pair of sterling pistols used by Commodore Barry and Commodore Decatur

in their famous duel.

His products were eagerly sought after by sportsmen in England, Scotland and
America, and they brought high prices. Among his customers were Charles Peale and
Albanus Logan, a descendent of William Penn's Secretary. He was an excellent en-
graver and a superb marksman.

Jacob Kuntz died at 1304 Caldwalder Street in Philadelphia, on August 6, 1876,
at the -age of 95 years and eleven months. He is buried with his wife in Union Cemetery,

Allentown, Pennsylvania.

Jacob Kuntz*® gun shop was located at Germantown Road and 3rd Street, Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania.

Peter Kuntz died in Whitehall Township, Lehigh County, on October 6, 1862.
He died without a Will, and the Court appointed Elias M. Kuntz, a son, to administer
his Estate. Exhibit #5 is a record of this inventory taken and filed January 5, 1863.
The usual Gunsmith tools and parts are found in this inventory.

He was buried with his brother in Union Cemetery in Allentown.

Peter Kuntz made excellent rifles and pistols, but could not match his brother
Jacob Kuntz® superb quality .

The above facts are the most important ones that I have found in researching
these two excellent Gunsmiths. Their guns are superb, and command the highest
prices in the gun collecting fraternity.

/S. S. E. Dyke




EXHIBIT No.

GENEOLOGY OF THE KUNTZ FAMILY OF GUNSMITHS

By S. E. Dyke
Allentown, Pennsylvania

1967

Bk kok ko ok Rk okok ok Kk

John Jacob Kuntz -  B. 2-19-1692
D. 1766 !
Married 1719 i
(1st) Anne Margaretta Palsgraff f
B. 12- -1695
D. 1738
(2nd) Susanna Klein !
Married 1742 B. 1738
D. 1
[
Peter Kuntz - B. 9-12-1757 |
Married 1779 D. 12-16-1846
Barbara Pring - B. 7- 6-1757
D. 12- 9-1846 }
I
// ’’’’’’’’’ - \\\N\ ~~~~~
Jacob Kuntz - B. 9- 6~1780 Peter Kuntz - B. 1791
D. 10- 6-1876 D. 10- 6-1862
Married 1812 ‘ Married
Barbara Newhard -  B. 6-16-1786 Susanna
D. 3- 6-1862
This man is listed in Tax lists Northamp- This Kuntz is listed as a Gunsmith in
ton Co., Pa. in 1807 as a Gunsmith and the Northampton Tax lists from 1817
single man. He moved to Phila. in 1810 ; through 1830. He no doubt worked
and was a Gunsmith until he died. He is . longer, but I did not search farther in
buried with his brother in the Union Cem-~ :  the Tax records. He was ten years
etery in Allentown, Pa. younger than his brother Jacob, as
! shown by his Tax date.
i
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! EXHIBIT # 4'

NORTHAMPTCH COUNTY, SS.
On the . /(7(”/ ((7//4 day of @““@) - len’//bcfore/, %//Ql’//(//d/ —

Rcwstcr for tlxc,,)tﬂh(c of\VﬂIs, &c. came the within named (/57,. ¢ U‘Vﬂ

B T T e N .

who :c}mr duly, S5 K2 | do /(’cc./z(/ﬁ”) oo, cand uay, hat, as administrata- of the estate
ofl etiy c%m, (/f Hlern )~ deceased, - 42> will well and truly administer the goods
and ch'xttcls, rightsAud credits of said deceased according to law; and also will diligently and faithfully rchrd nnd
well and teuly comply with the provxsxons of the law relating to collateral inheritances
And that the wholc of the goods, chattels, rights and credits wheteof the said f oo @ rered,
e died possessed, do not in value exceed the sum of %7z, 74 ?,,‘/,t,, PO IS
v N;M,—-—-—-N ~dollars, to the best Df"l/t,/ knowlcd«e and belief, -

N .
i s oI

et D andsubscribed)
the day and Jc‘ar aforesaid, ' } o S
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w100 I T e BTN T W\ .
are held and fiemly bound unto the Comnmnwunllh of l’cnnnyl\nnm in the sum of /ch!c (2 //W“’ e
C o e e dollars, to be paid to-the said Commonwealth ; to which payment well and truly to be made,
we do bind omschcs and each of us, our and cach of our heirs, executors and admm:stxators,y)mﬂ) :md sev cmlly, for
anf}\:n(hc whole firmly by these presents.  Sealed: with our seals, Dated the o3, (,1 /é//" . dayof

N/‘.c.‘,“rék‘_:) in the year of our Lord one thousand eight Imndmd wuil- V )l _-—\______\
“THE CONDITION OF THIS OBLIGATION I8, That if the above boundcn (2 / 44/“{» —

credits O(//'é%‘;,.‘,//(/“w}j m- /t(c.;’//@“\ﬂffk/ /o;(m/é/a aforedaclD

1 perfect inventory of all and singular the goods, chattels and credits

deceased, do make or cause lo be madd) a true af
of the said Jegeased, w /cln have come or shall come to the hands, pocscssaon or knowlcd««; of  rralo
thesaid fele’c @47, e s ,,*.,km»mat- or into the hands'and possession
of any other person or pcrspr? for 1,,,0 - and the same so made do exhibit or cause {o be exhibited into the
Register®s Office in the Comity of Northamplon, within thirty days from the date hereof, and the same goods, chattels,

and credits, and all ether the good, chattels and credits of the said dc jwsed at the tnnc of 2. deathy which at |

any time after shall come to the hands and possession of the said Clen. &/[‘”,‘ F 7 U U —

S emm ey o7 into the hands and posscssion of any other person or persods for - i e

“dowell and truly administer according to law, and further do make or cause to be made a just and true account of

Sfe/, — sail Administration \vnthm one year of the date hereof, or when thereunto legally required, ahd all
the rest :md vesidue the said goods, chattels and credits which shall be found remaining upon the said administrat o
" account, the same being first examined and allowed by the Or phan’s Court, of the County having jusisdiction, shall
deliver and pay unto such person or persons as the said Orphans’ Court, by their decree or sentence, pursuant o law,
shall limit and appoint, and shall well and truly comply with the laws of this Commonwealth, relating to collateral in-
. hevitances, and ifit shall hereafter appear that any, Jast will and testament was made by the said deceased, and the same
shall be proved according to law, if the said  (57esT " ¢fve, s U e
e TN =" being thereunto required, do suncn&r the said letters of administration into the Register’s
Office aforesaid, then this obligation to be void, btherwise to remain in full force. .
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= EXHIBIT No. 5

A PARTIAL LIST OF ITEMS FROM PUBLIC SALE OF EFFECTS OF
PETER KUNTZ, DECEASED

(Register of Wills File #3406, Lehigh County Courthouse, Allentown, Penna.)
Vendue Paper of the Estate of Peter Kuntz, dec'd.
Filed January 5, 1863
Sale of the 11th day of December 1862
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1 - Drawing Knife .40 2 - Pistol Barrels .04
1 - Saw & Brush .06 2 - ditto .06
2 - Drawing Knifes .25 1 - Lot ditto .10
2 - Saws .25 1 - Pistol .80
1 - Sat (?) Seyther Rifles .21 1 - Screw Driver .80
1 - Saw .30 1 - Lot Files .25
1 - do .16 1 - ditto .45
1 - do .40 1 - ditto .30
1 - Plain .07 1 - ditto .65
3 -~ do .12 2 - Rifle Barrels 2.00
3 - do .06 1 - Rifle Barrel .15
3 - do .05 1 - Rifle Barrel .15
1 - Auger .15 1 - Rifle Barrel .15
1~ do .12 1 - Pistol .33
2 - do .15 2 - Gun Barrels .10
2 - do .15 3 - ditto .12
1 - do .34 1 - Lot Rifle Stokes .05
1 - do .24 1 - Rifle Roll .06
1 - do .28 1 - Mashin for cutting rifles .50
2 - Planes .28 1 - Mashin for cutting pistols .06
1 - Splitting Knife .06 1 - Mall .08
2 - Powder Horns .08 1 - Anvil .55
2 - Powder Horns .08 1 - Vice 4.00
1 - Lock .26 1 - Rifle 6.75

1 -~ Rifle 5.50




FIREARM INFORMATION SHEET
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