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e English Connection

Uhe back wrea of the sron mounted Kerr vifle woh o phu stock

Vite mizzle of tis rafle showyg die tixnd frontaght wmd bphilv

envraved irsn Hose wap,

ind

Ar oo inunted Resr eifle wath a phaon snchecdered stock

Vertical view of an unwsual backsigitt on this Kerr rifle ok
plarininm sighting line. ,

The Wrecch or macksforin of this rifhe vrowang the By o7
rroefe and s bores 3 so calibre

were chosen from cach of the five regiments uf the
brsgade, the 275 1%, 57, 6™ and W Kentucky Intantry
and Second Lieutenant George Hettor Bunton was
placed in command.™

several months fater Oladowsky submined an
Armament and Ammuntion Report of the Army of
Tennussee [or the week eadimg on 25 June 1864 In
that report he listed a twtal of 19 ritles of 44 calibre,
A 1 Hardee's Corps. Whitworth rifles are speaifically
Jisted separately s it is quite probable that these ritles
vwere Kerr ritles™ At some point during the ntervemng
months, two ritles were lost or transterred (0 Gnits
vutside Hardee's Corps.

In a cover letter some six weeks later for a
Consolidated Armament and Ammunition Report sent
10 Colonel Gorgas dated 4 August 1804, Captain W
13, Humphries, Depot Ordnance Officer of Last Point,
Georgia, Army of Tennesser states:

We have in this army 38 Whitworth and Rerr's

Rifles which are the same cl. and the Whitwertls

Cartradge 1s miwh prefesred of which we have no

supply in reserve ™

One unusual Kerr rifle has survived. This aifle, psit
of & late 199 century wstitutional army collection since
dispersed, was prosented by the Contederate veteran
who stated he used the ritle during the war. It is iron
mounted with standard LAC dome head screws and
has a plain stock with no checkering. The tock has
the typival crown over “V.R” behind the hammer snd
“1861" 7 "LACo in front of the hammer. The 37-nch
barrel, 36 bore (436 calibre), has definite Birmingham
proofs. a distmcuve Jong range bachsight with o
platnum centre-line on the shder and simple fixed
blade front sight, evidently a special order barrel, There
ts no visible number engraved behind the backsight,
prubably duc to pitting on the barrel, and the bore
is 100 deterionsted to determine if special rifling was
present. Vhis was possibly one of the “special target
ritles” assodited with General Breckenridge.

There is precious little documentation ot Kerr rifles
tsed during the war and much of that b vague and
ambaguous. What little informanan there 15 mdicares
theic use only i the Westers Theatse dunng the latter
stages of the war, There s 0o menton of the use of the
Kerr rifle in the Arnwy of Northern Virginia.

There 1s no question that twenty Kerr riffes wese
purchased from Sindair, Hamilton & Company and
an anhnown Foglishnan gave General Breckenridge
an additional cleven Kerr nitfes. Other Kerr rifles were
poasably acqurred trom privite sources atrer they ran
Hie blovkade. probably John Frawer & Company of
Charfeston, as this was the case with thousds of
LAC Ker povolvers ds bacussed wp Chapter Foue
The discovery of addiional records mav mcresse s
supihern, but carrently hased on avabable evidence, ot s
cdoubtbul of psore than titty Kere itles weee imported.

Chupter Three — Long Arms

Whitworth Rifles

The Whitworth ritle was the brainchild of Sir
Joseph Whitworth., a gifted cayineer and mewllurgist.
s wse of s hexagonal bore together with a
micchanivally Btted bullet made s rifles the most
accurate loag range small arms the world had ever
seen. Whitwor th began manafacture in 1857 and
1860 he established the Whitworth Rifle Company
in Manchester. The company was reorganized in
Muay of 1862 and became the Manchester Ordnance
& Ritle Company. A significant number of variations
of Whuworth rifles were manufactured  including
expecimental. sporting,  commervial. target  and
mititary modeds, many with speciat order features, all
showing extraordinary crattsmanship. As fabuious
as thewe ritfes dre, most have po connection with the
American Civil War. Some were cased with extra
barrels and accessorivs and others exist in half and full
stock conhigurations. A number are found that were
awarded as showting prizes and have engraved siver
plagues atfixed denoting the event and the recipient.
Nevertheless, the mere mention of any Whitworth ritle
causes some measure of excitement for most Civil War
collectors because of their historic assoviation with
Confederate sharpshooters. Those very few that can
be ducumented as used by Confederate soldiers are
invariably 2> quality military match rifles, most firted
for the Davidson telescopic sight.

An unknown Confederate soldier wearing a slouck har and
avercoar holding « Whitworth rifle with relescope sight.
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‘The English Cannection

Second Quality Military Match Rifles

Whitworth rifles wete nust consistently built in
blocks of a particalur vonfiguration but mstead were
tabricated as the flowof orders dic tated sothe numibering,
system used adds litde 1o any met nodotogy 1 the
study of the weapous, Barly production, regardless ol
type, were humbered | to FOIG. the nest one thousand
had 4 "B” pretix. then "C7 and wo forth. s, a fine
ptihtary match rifle could have 4 consecutive numier
to a specral order sporting arm. Randomiy interspersed
among production were less expensive 2% quality
military match ritles that have long been assoaiated
with Contederawe service. the Towest known number
heing "B 509”7 mountng 3 Davidson telescopic sight
with provenance o General A P Stewart who dunated
the rifle 1o the Tennessee Historical Society in the 19
century. The rifle subsequentdy became part ot the
collections ot the Teanessee State Museum. The highest
known number is “C 6197 also mounting 3 Davidsun
telescopic sight in the Richard 1. Steuart Collection
at the Virgimia Histoncal Soaety in Richmond. Only
pineteen 2™ quality rifles are known to survive,

The term "2 quality” should not be mterpreted to
mean these particubar riles were of Jesser quality. This
description applies to the external fuush wlicls lached
the fine engraving found on some of the other nitles.
Mevhanivally, tese rifles were as finely built as other
Whitworth products,

The Whitworth niffe used by Contederate
sharpshooters iy 49 invhes long overall with a 33-
inch barrel, 52 bore/ 431 calibre, with Whitworth's
distinctive bexagonal bore, The barrel, which has no
provision for cither socket or sabre bayonet, is marked
“WHITWORTH PATENTT between the backsight and
the breech and has a ritle mimber or serial number on
the left side of the barrel in line and adjacent 1o the
Birnungham proot marks. There s some quostion
about who made Whitworth barrels and it appears
Whitwerth, while he made some, did not make all of
them. Regardless of maker, those barrels seen have
Birmingham proots. These numbers without prefix
are also found on the shank of the camrod and on the
interior surfaces of cach prece of the Davidson scope
mount components. The backsight s o simple tolding
type muunted reversed with gradations to 1200 yards
on the right side of die ladder and 110 3.5 degrees on
the lelt side of the ladder. The barrel is held by two
conventionat damping bands, the fromt band with 3
awivel attached, The back swived i attached 1o 4 wood
wrew that i set 10 the triguer guard tamg well behind
the trigger guard. he plan lock is engeaved 1o one hne
CWHTPWORTHE RIFLE Coo MANUHESTER™ 10 tromt
of the hammet and has 3 aown over "W behimd he
hanmer. The walftut stock of vt 15 checkered at the
weist 4nd tercarm amld m most coes extends o within
sbout si-ach ol the morsde although several have
been noted with plain stocks and others with the nase

kN

ap about tour wehes from the end of the barrel. No
specific marks have been observed v the stock. Cne of
the key wenufying teatases i engravad on the trigger
quard tang berween the two retainmy wrews, the
designation "2 QUALETYT

There appears to be twa variations of the engraving
of “2°0 QUALITY™ Ope type enwountered 1n the B
sertes tses 3 O that fiest appears w the cye as a taney
aumeral 2 while the € series uses 4 Q that loeoks like
2 conventivial (). suggesting a change i engravers
during production.

The =2 QUALITY™ mark found on Whitwerih sifle, No. &

547 Note the we lnes umder the “nd” 1 X and the Q in

QUALITY appears to b the numeral 2.

The 2% QUALITY™ mark found on Whirworth rifle, Ne
529 Note the lack of any lines under “nd” m 2 and (J i
GUALITY appears to be uf comventivnal design.

The detachable  Davidson telescopic sight is
mounted on the left side of the rifle paratlel w the
barrel and is devoid of any markings. The mounts
were patented on 19 December 1862 but they tao 4re
unmarked except for the aumber of the rifle without a
prefix on an internal surtace. The body of ihe telescopi’
sight 1v 14.5 mches Jony, with a black enameled brass
hady about 9375 inch in diameter with a cross wise
reticule. Most of the Davidson telescopic sights found
on Whitworth ritles today ase modern reconstructions
using 20 century optics. Originally, there was prabably
somie type of protective Jeather carrying case issued
with the sight but none has been identibed. A globe
sight was reported used on some Whitworth rifles
notted to the Army of Northern Virgimia™ No such
wght has actually been noted on a rifle with credible
Contederate provenace.

The first mention of the purchase of Whirworth rifles
appedis i Major Anderson’s diary on Tuesdss, 2 july
1501, Anderson wrote, ' prevaled on {joe} Batersby o
go with me to the Whitworth Foundry Hefure leaving
Whitworth's establishinent this moramg we bought
twor ot tos pifles, He asks enormaously jor them.™ No
turther mention of these niles has been lound snd it
pot kaows i Asiderson brought than it hum wheo be
returied 1 Georgra in late 18610 A post-war reminisce

oo i o A i

Chapter ‘Three — Long Arms

A X qualty sliary match rigle, No. €321 with a telescopic sight menated vn the
Jefr sule.

The reverse view of this rifle showng ihe manner in which the wlescopic sght is
mounted. The fow ongud Davidion scapes exarned are suprisingly unmarked
aond st of those foressd ons surviveng rifles are acrally later, mcorrect replacemients.
Note the simple backsight 1c smounted reversed.

The lock area of this pfle. 1o the rear of the hammrer s the
: Whytwarth trademark, o sheaf of wheat over @ crawn aver “W7

The lock marking on this rifle forward of the hammer, “WHITWORTH
RIFLE CO. MANCHESTER”.
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The left sude ot the barsel das rifle. No.

1287 showng the munhor, Bummghuom provfs and 52 bere.
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states that the Whitworth rifle. “owas imporied by the
Ordnance Buecau of the Confederate States at g vost of
about $1,600. m the cquivalent of gold for cach ritle
and one thousand rounds of ammunibien ™™

The Davidson tedes opie sight i not mentioned
with the nifle so it is oadear it that cost induded the
sight. Fven allowing for the passage of thirty years and
the age of the write, wssunnng the tigure is reasonably
accurate, Anderson’s comment is 4n understatenient.
Unforrunately, 1o goverument purchase documents
have been located at thas time,

There is no question that the Whinworth nitle
was used by the Army of Noarthern Virginia and the
western armies although accounts of its use came
predominately from Western Theatre sources. Witliam
A, Albaugh notes:

Inthe spring 1863 Confederate Ondtinwe inported
one dozent long range Wintworth nifles. Six were
sent to the Army of Northeen Virginia, and rwo
1o ecach Corps for thetr best marksmen. The others
were sent to the Westers Armg™

The source of this informarnion is not provided. One
of the very few instanves of the use of the Whitworth
rifles by elements of the Army of Northern Viegana
wian recorded when General lames Longstreet, with
the divisions of Hood and McLaws, was detached and
sent west o reintorce General Braaxton Bragg during
the Chickamauga Campaign in September 1363, An
illustration that appeared in the [(flustrated London
News and  Harpers Weekly  porttayed  Whitworth
sharpshooters of Longstreet’s Corps firing on a Federal

15 wood eugraving from the 3 Docomber 1863 issue of the
tHustrated London News by Brunh correspoudent Frank
vizete iy depris Whirworth arnacd sharpdiooters of Longairecr
Carps on detached duty from the Anny of Sorthere Vg
fremg on u Fedvrad swagon ram aoross the Teaneser River
trorn Raccoont Mowniars, Uniforiuadtely thaere ot enough
sbetasi 10 e really wdenapy these efles bur Vizerely dad o i s
ST I

int

wagon tram m the nountams of west Tennessec,
1 Pieutenant Robert T Cole. 4" Alabama Infantry
repeinbered:
Wehad brovght our Whatworthrifles fram Virgnsa
wrth ws.. . saw o of e Whinworth nfles, an
FEnglish qun with Globe sight carrying a barge ball,
v of wiiich nan the blockade, rihe fands of one
of our sharpshooters, kill nvo ewdes waldy one shot
the heavy missile passing throught theit nechs ™

As far as use 10 the Western Theatre 1s concerned,
ob 29 May 1863 Caloned Gorgas wrote Gerkerad Braxtess
Bragg commanding the Army of Tennessee that he had
ordered Captian | T frezevant at Charleston Arsenal
to send hine

o the use of sharpshooters 20 Whirworth

(relescopicd Rafles recently miporsed from Ernghined.

These arms are reported 1o be very efjecive ag 200

varids....tltwy be placed m the hands of carcpal und

reltable men anly as they are very costly & so costly
indeed thar i1 is not deored expedient 1o inerease

the number already Brought m”

CGorgas' staterment andicates that there was e
turther government importation of Whitworth rifles
by Confederate Ordnance after May of 1863 Generst
Bragg forwarded the fetter to s Chief of Qrdnance, it
Cotonel Hypolite Otadowski, at Tidlshoms, Tennesses
ot 3 June 1863 “who will 1ssue one of these guns ir
cuch brigade, to be placed in the hands of one of the
maost skillful sharpshooters™

An wvoice of Ordpoance and Ordnance Stores
turned over to Major Jas. M. Kennard in ‘lullshoma,
Tennessee on 15 fune 1863 included two Whitworntk
rfles. twir tefescopes, iwo pun slings, two  bullet
moulds, and tour spare cones™ On 26 June 1863,
Calonel Gorgas wrote to L1 Colondd Oladowski that
20,000 rounds have beent sent to General Bragy with
the 20 Whitworth aelescopic) rifles™ Thiy Gorgas
letter, seen on the next page, appears to confinn the
statemient made by the writer of the reminiscence
previously quoted that 1000 runds sccompanicd
cach ritle. Records of Augusta Arsepal indiate cighteen
Whitworth ifles with elescopes, moudds and slings
were forwarded to the Charteston, South Carolina
Arsenal on 13 kv (8637

Captamn fohn W. Gillespie, the mditary store keeper
i Mobile, ordered:

_trarspuctation of 6 Whitwerth Rifles Complete.

Smchiading o belese, Sight. 6 Gun Shings, 3 Mowudds

or Wine Refie, 2000 Whirworth Ritle Cartradges

vt 3 packimg cases to Brigadier Geseral farnes

Cantevon fune {20 (8645

11, Cod. Hypotite Otudowsks nt s Srmament and
Venonmition Reportor the Avmv ot Tennessee dated 19
Junse 18nd, reparied three Whatworth niles 1 Hood's
Corps aid twemy three Whitworth rifles i the Army

Chapter Three - Long Arms
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of the Mississipps, tor a total of twenty six, The same
formations had 173 and 3,140 rounds of sumunition
respectively for 4 total of 3,313 Whatworth cartradges.™
A week Jater on 25 June 1864 Oldowsks reported
three Whatworth ritles in Hood’s Corps and twenty
mne Whitworth ntles in the Army of the Mississippi,
for o totat of thirty two. This document sefers to the
targest number of Whitworth sifles in one bntance
found to date. The same formations had 193 and 3,250
rounds of ammunition respectively tor a total of 3,433
Whitwarth cartridges.™

‘There is no doubt that marksmen with Whitworth
rifles mioved about as aeeded. It must be noted 1
the transfer of ritles from one tacility to another, white
seemingly ftequent, never enumerated any appreciable
amount of ptles indwating that the presence of
Whitworth rifles way actually quite limned. Possibly
other Whitworth rifles were acquired from private
soarces 0 spite of Gorgas' letter in Mav 1863, after
thev ran the blockade. possibly from john Fraser &
Company of Charleston. Ne evidence has been tound
of any Whitworth rifles being surrendered at the end
af the war, nor is there any mention of them in past
war government sales. The discovery of additional
records may increase this number but at present, based
on evidence that is available. it seemns doubtiul if more
than fifty Wlhitworth rifles were miported during the
wWaiL.

It has become apparent i recent vears that exisuny
Whirworth mifies and other Britsh long range rifles
have been modified ar enhaoced to give the impression
that thev are actually Confoderdte sharpshooter’s ritles,
Modifications have inchided engraved attributions,
spuricus 2™ quality marks engraved on the trigger
guard tng and the fitung of incorrect welescopic sights
1o somme rifles. When considering the purchase of such
a riffe, extreme caution should be taken.

Wilson Rifle

The Wilson breevh-loading rifle is the rarest and
ane of the most technologically advanced English arm
imported by the Confederacy durmg the war. Covered
by Patents 6%3 and 1318 in {859 and 1864 respecirvely.
only seven mlitary patiern short ritles are known at this
unre, three are in institgiions and four sre in private
caflections. Examination ot these arms indicates three
distinct vartatons srbitrandy  designated  the early,
transinonal dod late typos.

Fhe ritle i 485 inches fong oversh wids 4 33
wch barrel with Birnumgham proots. The top of the
breech bolt in all variatons s viigraved i two hnes,
T WHAONS PATEN T The senal number appears
o the barrel beside the cone weat e front of the
Lradon aperture and on the 1t side ot the bolt on twa
components. Mumbers on the carls tvpe are “A 127
TAIY and A BT The wansitiond) rade 56 2207 a0 A
prehx. and sambers on the late type are 724 59297

132

SR and “2A 50397 There 1s no apparent correlation
between the serial numbers of the transitional type
and the numbers on the carly and late type. One carty
type and one late type have been disassembled and
the barrels uf cach are marked on the bottom by the
mker, Henry Clive. The tansitional and Lite patrern
vitle bareels have five lands and grooves as found on ik
Fattern 1858 naval short rithe and Puttersn 15640 short
rifle.

The carly type is 54 valibre snd the barrcl hax

standard Hrmingham proots. This atle has an ivon

butt piate, trigger guard and stock tip. The breech boit
has a decidedly beaver tail shaped operating latch that
1y deeply checkered and the fodk s dated “ 18607 which
is stumped with a die in froat of the hanuner. Swivels
are Jocated at the rear of the trigger guard ng and o
the front barrel band in the manner of the Pattern 1856
iron mounted short ciffe. The backsight is the standard
sight found on short nifles with gradations w 1§y
yards. One oxampie has o third swivel mounted on
the tear barrel band. This carly type ridle was likely the
pauern shipped on Bamberg to Havana and destined
for the showrcoms of | Schalefield, Sons & Goodmas
in New Orleans, according 1o a sworn Statement of

Archibald McLaurm, an agent for that company, masie -

1t Jaly 1862 to Magor Generad Beoyamin Butler while ix
Federal custody. ™

The transitional example is 8 bores 55 clibre
with five lands and grooves and Biemingham proofx.

The rifle has 4 brass butt plate, trigger guard and stock

up. The butt plate has 4 trap accessed by a hinged door.
Two cavities therern are now emptv. Sue sugyests they
contained an oiter and some sort of gun tool. This
transitioual 1y pe retains the beaver tul shapred operating
lath of the carly type and the same placement of the
sling swivels. ‘The lock is dated " 18617, but the date &
engraved rather than stamped. The bacrel bears a sl

proof, s crown surmouanting the el TW", meaning

thomas Wilson, in frunt of the loading aperture, and
the sumber “2217 The scrial number ts repeated ia
two locations on the left side of the bolt, the bottm ot
the holt kev and the concave bottom of the beaver tail
operating fatch, The bavonet bar with extended key and
the bottom of the clevating fadder of the backsight are
marked with the numeral 17

I'he Lite tvpe 15 30 bore/ .54 calibre and has a brass
butt plate, e guard and nose cap. The breech bolt
aperatng hatch is the same ay that tound on the carbier
tvpes. The fock iy dated 18637 amd the numerals dére
die stamped s was the carts tvpe. Swivels are focated
v the teonit of the trigger guard snd on the frout band
as ub the Pattern 1858 naval nitle. 1he top of the patent
breech bolts eagraved ™ W HSONS PATENT 10 two
hieres.

il
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At onrly Bypre Wilion breech-bouding shors nifle, No. A 29, Notw the rifle is iron rmounted
with the rear swivel located af e tormins of e ingyer guard rang.

Thte tack area of the varly type Wilson, No. A 29 with the
plate duted “18607 in froms of the haanmer. Note the finely
checkered breech operanng

fever,

T Brevels of thus early type Wilson showing the
N, “A29 Birmangham praofs ard 30 bore/
whowt 54 calibre. Note the bolt is restored
and engraved meorreatly.




DAVID W. TAYLOR
CIVIL WAR ANTIQUES
P, O. BOX 87
SYLVANIA,OHIO 43560
(419) 8B2-5547

December 5th 1990

Dear Tom,

I just wanted to follow up your phone call to tell you that the
Whitworth rifle we discussed was sold prior to your call by one day.
1f you are geriocusly looking for such a weapon, please let me know

and I will make an attempt to locate one for you.

I have alsoc enclosed a copy of my most recent catalog. Perhaps
something will interest you. :

Please stay in touch,; and keep me posted on which items you need to
fill out your collection.

Sincerely You€3(7’
' et
O(//M ;7 i

Dave Taylor




(419) 882-5547 CIVIL WAR ANTIQUES BUY. SELL, APPRAISE
David W. Taylor
P.O. Box 87
Sylvania, OH 43560
Purveyor of fine Historical Americana

March 26th 1991
Dear Tom,

Some weeks ago you called requesting a Whitworth rifle. I later located
a civilian example, which subsequently sold while you were thinking
about it, and now I have an opportunity to offer a true Confedérate
imported and used specimen., I am writing to determine your level of
interest.

As you may know; civilian Whitworth’s are relatively common and
generally priced in the low four figures. Of the 250 Confederate
Whitworths purchased by the Confederate government only eight were known
to survive until this month. The ninth hasg just been located and I will
be able to offer it in the next week or so.

This ninth known specimen is 100% original with the correct markings,
configuration, and serial number. It is in "attic found” condition and
can be considered an extreme rarity with national significance. In my
lifetime I have only seen one c¢hange hands and that was many years ago
at a price.of $10,500.00. The price on this piece will not exceed
$17,500.00 U.S. dollars. It is 100% guaranteed and will be asaccompanied
by letters of authentication and letters of appraisal at $17,500.00 from
myself and Le Juneau Gallery of New York.

I was contacted by Mr. Juneau this afternoon about this weapon as he
knew that I have customers seeking legitimate examples. He purchased it
sight unseen with an associate in Atlanta immediately upon its
discovery, and it will be sold within the next three weeks.

Please give me a call to let me know your level of interegt., 1 realize
that the purchase price ig a significant sum, but T c¢an assureé vou that
the rarity of the piece Jjustifies every cent. It will stand as one of
the top Confederate used weapons known to exist, and should prove to be
a strong investment for the future.

I will losk forward to hearing from vou.

ttnceryt) voues, /0

David W. Taylar;
DWT/ss —



(419) 882-5547 CIVIL WAR ANTIQUES BUY, SELL, APPRAISE
David W. Taylor
P.O. Box 87
Sylvania, OH 43560
Purveyor of fine Historical Americana

April 8th 1981
Dear Tom,

Enclosed please find the snapshots of the Confederate Whitworth rifle.
The notes on the photos are pretty much self explanatory, but please
feel free to call for specific data.

If vou want to, it is possible to mount a correct telescopic sight on
this gun, T can give vyou more details on this element as well.

As you can see from the photos, the gun is in untouched "attic found”
condition,; and in fact was removed from an attic by the first buyer. I
have personally examined the gun and can attest that it has not been
"buggered" by any back-room gunsmith, or "Handy Andy"”. It is 100%
honest and original, and i3 so guaranteed in writing.

As for specific aspects to the condition of the Whitworth it is in solid
N.R.A. "very good" condition, which is extremely strong for any
Confederate firearm. It is overall deep brown patina, with some pitted
area near the bolster. It is absolutely untouched with fine wood,
excellent markings {the correct ones), and the soldier’s initials carved
beautifully into the underside of the stock.  The ramrod is missing but
can be replaced. It is highly appealing.

Please give me a call if you have further questions. The gun is 100%
guaranteed and carries a full three day inspection periocd and
uriconditional return privilege. It carries a lifetime guarantee to be
original, corrvect, and as described.

T will lock fTorward to vour response.

Sincerely Yours,
#

Dave Tayvlor
DWT/ss



p ALTON (618) 4B85-S521
Fax (618) 465-5529
)y ST. LOUIS (314) 741-5660

[

FOUNDRY PRODUCTS

ALUMINUM CASTINGS - DIE CAST ROTORS - PRODUCTION MACHINING
E. 0. BOX 8188 - 4131 ALBY ST, - ALTON, ILLINOIS 62002

April 29, 1991

Dear John:

You and your book are very hard to track down. Finally,
after contacting two of your lodal Georgia Lawyers, I got
your phone number, and am ordering five books to give to
friends. I can't tell you how much I enjoyed reading it.

You put a tremendous amount of research and effort into its
writing.

I own €329 Barrel Proofed and "52" Proof "52" with "2nd
Quality" on the trigger guard. It has JSW beautifully carved
in the wood ahead of the trigger guard. It is missing the
ram rod and has no scope. I would like to find both of those
along with any other accouterments available. I would also
like to track down some history on it. Any suggestions on
how to accomplish this would be appreciated. Do you know,
or anyone know, how many of these Confederate pieces are
still in existence? After reading your book over and over,
I'mostill full of guestions.

Again, thanks.

Most sincerely yours,

T, K. Hutchinson

TKH: las



L Cju,mzau, ga[[azy
SPECIALIZING IN FINE ART

944 MApisON AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10021
{212) 7371776

June 27th 1991

pDear Tom,

T am writing regarding the Whitworth rifle you recently purchased from
Dave. Taylor at Civil War Antiques in Ohio.

The weapon is a "fresh find” turned up by one of my pickers, and
purchased by me in partnership with John Sexton of Stone Mountain Relics

in Georgia.

The Whitworth is 100% "as found" and original (lacking ramrod and
telescopic sight) and can be considered rare by anyone’s standards. The
value of the gun is fairly aAssesgsed at between $15,000.00 and $18,000.00

US funds.
1 hepe this information is useful.

Cordially,

George~W. Juno
Mew York City
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ALTON (818) 4685-5521

Fax ($18) 465- 85239
Mm ST Louis (314} 741-9880
1]

FOUNDRY PRODUCTS
ALUMINUM CASTINGS + DIE CAST ROTORS - PROODUCTION MACHINING
PO, BOX 8i88 « 4131 ALBY 5T, - ALTON, ILLINOGIS 62002

January 16, 1992

Dear Johne

Approximately six weeks ago I talked to you on my
Whitworth and said I would send photos when available. I
would appreciate your comments, at your convenience.

I have also enclosed a catalog from Rutgers Book
Catalog that I think you should investigate and have your
book listed in it. I will see Mark Aziz this weekend and
will tell him he may be hearing from you.

Thanks for any help you can give me.

Most sincerely yours,

T. K. Hutchinson

¥1/1%h
losures
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graduated to 1,200 yards while the front sight provides for
side adjustment. The caliber is 45 and the rifling is upon
Henry’s prineiple, consisting of seven grooves, .03 inch of the
original bore being left between each groove as lands: The
twist is right handed, uniform, owe turn in 29 itiches; the
grooves .009 deep at breech and .007 at muzzle. This is the
vifling used in the famous Marvtini-Henry arm which was the
standard of the British service for many years after its adop-
tion in 1871,

The botfom side of the bharrel carries the Gunmaker’s Com:
pany {London) proof marks, the provisional proof being the
letters G. P. in seript - interlaced in a cipher surmounted by
a lion rampant and the definite proof mark of G P sur.
mounted by a ecrown and the view mark being the letter ¢
surmounted by a crown. The top of the barrel is marked, Henry's
Patent Rifling,

Warrworty RIFLE
Figure 3, Plate XXTIII

This rifle is of particular interest to students of Confed-
erate arms as it is believed to be the ounly one of the imported
arms that was used exclusively by the South who used them
in small numbers for arming sharpshooters. They . were an
accurate and powerful weapon—good for a range of half a
mile and were responsible for the taking off of many a Federal
officer,

The specimen shown is marked on” the lock plate Whit=
worth Rifle Co., Manchester and on top of the barrel Whitworth
Patent. Length of bharrel, 33 inches Total length of arm; 49
inches. The bore is hexagonal. Caliber A5, using an elongated
bullet weighing 530 grains, The twist is one in twenty inches,
The arm s an exceptionally well made plece—iron mounted
throughout and besides the regulay sight equipment, is }
vided with attachments for g4 teleseope sight to he maunted on
the left side of the gun. The stock s nicely checkered and fhe
arm has all of the characteristies of the highest type sporting
piece. Al parts bear the sorial number 554

In the yvear 1852 when the British Ordnance department
conducted extensive experiments to test the comparative merits

Wi

of various rifles sobmitted to the Government they found o

518 1nd
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FIREARMS OF THE CONFEDERACY

wide variation in the accuracy obtainable. Whitworth, om
the leading technicians of the day, was commissioned to
exhaustive experiments at the cost of the Government in o
to discover the best form of rifling.

This gentleman had devoted a great deal of tirne and st
to the design and manufacture of cannon and had adopted
polygonal bore as giving the best rvesults and decided to
this type of rifling for his small arms. The advantage of
elongated bullet had long been demonstrated but in attempt
to use it in connection with polygonal bore considerable trol
was experienced from the ball “capsizing” or “turning ove
He became convinced that this action was due to the slow sp:
and eventually after testing every graduation from one b
in seventy-eight inches to one turn in five inches found t
the necessary rotation to impart the required steadiness
the ball and cause it to maintain a flight parallel to its a
was best obtained at a piteh of one turn in twenty inches.

On tests before the Minister of War and many distinguis]
officers the Whitworth rifle of .45 caliber beat the Enfield
Government factories by three to one. The mean deviation
five hundred yards was four and one-half while the recor(
best of any rifle previously tried was twenty-seven.

The rifle was never adopted into the Government serv
but forty of them were made for the competitive shoot of 15
for the Queen’s prize at the meeting of the National Ri
Association.  Plate XXIIT also shows an enlarged view of 1
hore of this arm and the machine-made bullet used with it.

While the original Whitworth bBullet  was hexagonal
fit the rifie bore, those used by the Confederates were for t
most part eylindrical.

The late Walter M, Cline, who made a study of ammuniti
uged in the opposing armies in the Atlanta campalign, said
never found any hexagonal bullets from the Whitworth on t
battlefields, but he found many Whitworth eylindrical hulle:
He said the Confederates used this bullet with a hollow base a1
waood to lengthen the missile.

Twenty or thirty of these Whitworth rifles were 1t
through the blockade to the Confederacy in 1862. They we
divided between the army in Virginia and that in the Wes
The guns were issued to men specially selected because of the
marksmanship,
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2 Sharpshooter Enfield.

3 Whntworth Ritle
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CANNON KILLERS B. Harper Frost
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