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NOTES ON
R.G. Owen Custom Sporting Springfield Rifle
Serial No. 655

Owen Custom Sporting Rifle, number 655, was received at Abercrombie & Fitch on July 15, 1929
and entered on page 485 of A&F Inventory Book No.5, the eleventh entry from the bottom of the
page. R.G. (Bob) Owen began selling his rifles at Von Lengerke & Detmold in 1926 with serial
number “01 which was received in inventory on October 26, 1926. Serial numbers 01 through
number 30 were all received and sold at VL&D in 1926-27. A second range of Owen serial
numbers beginning with number 510 was first received at VL&D in 1927. The significance of the
two serial number ranges is uncertain. In 1929 Abercrombie & Fitch merged with Von Lengerke &
Detmold under the A&F name and the combined store continued to received Owen rifles through
1930 although unsold stock remained in inventory for several more years. A list of the serial
numbers of Owen rifles sold at VL&D and A&F is enclosed.

On page 485 the date of acquisition appears in the leftmost column, followed by the serial number,
caliber, barrel length, weight, barrel type and style. The model of the action is not specified,
however, the notation “Star Gauge Barrel” indicates that the barrel and the action were from a
model 1903 Springfield. The date of disposition appears in the column headed ‘Consigned’ and is
followed by the name of the buyer. There are two dates of disposition entered. The earlier date
“3/19/29” is the date that the buyer ordered the rifle from A&F. The later date “7/15/29” is the
same as the date of acquisition indicating that the sale was entered when the rifle arrived since the
buyer was already determined.

The buyer of Owen 655 is recorded as “D.B. Lee”. Although the name is not uncommon, a careful
review of the individuals with that name has not produced anyone who matches the profile of the
typical A&F customer. However, the most likely individual with that name is Dwight Barlow Lee,
born in Springfield, Ohio on March 20, 1874. Mr. Lee was the president and general manager of
the Motor Products Corporation of Detroit, Michigan, one of the world’s largest producers of
automobile parts in the first half of the 20" century. Although based in Detroit at the time of the
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purchase of Owen 655, Mr. Lee did travel through the port of New York on his way to and from
Europe and could certainly have traveled there on business. Also, the order for the rifle was placed
just a few days before his birthday suggesting a possible present to himself for his 55" birthday. In
the 1930 census, Dwight B. Lee and his second wife, Gertrude Lescord, resided at 400 Burns
Drive in an apartment along the Detroit River for which they paid $600.00 per month rent. This
was a considerable sum in the early years of the Great Depression and suggests a man who was
quite well-off. Coincidently, the Burns Drive area is now located in the Owen Park section of
Detroit’s “Gold Coast”. A brief biography of Mr. Lee written in 1922 for the History of the City of
Detroit is enclosed. Dwight Barlow Lee passed away in Michigan on March 5, 1942. He is buried
near his birthplace in Stow Cemetery, Stow, Ohio.

I hope that this information adds to the appreciation of your firearm. If we can be of any further
assistance, please let us know.

Robert C. Beach
Archival Research
Griffin & Howe, Inc.
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CERTIFICATE OF INVENTORY & DISPOSITION
ABERCROMBIE & FITCH RECORDS

R.G. Owen Custom Sporting Rifle No. 655

R.G. Owen custom sporting rifle, serial number 655, was a special order for a customer at
Abercrombie & Fitch. The order was taken at Abercrombie & Fitch on March 16, 1929
and the rifle was entered into the A&F inventory on page 485 of Inventory Book No.5 on
July 15, 1929. Records indicate that the rifle was built in the Mannlicher-Schoenauer

style and further specifications for this firearm include:

Caliber: 30-06
Barrel: 22 inch Star Gauge barrel
Weight: 7 pounds, 10 ounces

On June 15, 1929 the rifle was sold to “D.B. Lee”. The price of the rifle was charged to

the customer’s account.

Griffin & Howe confirms that this information was extracted from the original

Abercrombie & Fitch Inventory Records, Book No. 5, page 485 on March 16, 2016.
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Robert C. Beach
Archival Research
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Interpreting the VL&D and A&F Records

The VL&D Record Books begin in 1901 and cover the period through 1929. The are 3 volumes: Book 1
covers 1901 to 1909, Book 2 covers 1910 to 1922, and Book 3 covers 1923 to 1929. Most pages are limited to
one make and mode! and each list for a given year begins on February 1st, probably following a January
inventory of the firearms. The books include both new and used firearms. Used guns owned by VL&D are
called “Second Hand Guns” while consigned guns are called “Guns Left for Sale”.

Although there are exceptions to each of the following, generally the firearms in Book 1 describe only the
gauge, barrel length, weight and D@H. The name of the purchaser is recorded if other than a ‘cash sale’.

The firearms in Book 2 list the dates of acquisition and sale, most gun specifications and the purchasers but
not the cost or price. The firearms in Book 3 list all of the above plus the price at which the gun was sold, in
code.

Book 4 is a Von Lengerke & Antoine stock list of for 1913-1914 and includes many gun and non-gun
items. The guns in Book 4 show only make, model and serial number. VL&A was purchased along with
VL&D in 1929.

Beginning in 1929 the record books are labeled A&F and there are 28 volumes up through 1977. The A&F
volumes cover a period of 1, 2 or 3 years. From this point the records show all of the above information in the
VL&D books plus the cost to A&F and the retail price of the firearm. These costs and prices are shown in
code until Book 16 in 1960 when they began to be recorded in dollars.

A line drawn through a serial number simply means that the gun had been sold. Unsold guns were
transferred to the next year’s inventory pages as of February 1%, Those transferred are often indicated by a red
check mark. A large ‘X’ drawn across a page indicates that the inventory page };ad been completed. Serial
numbers are almost never written in sequential order; rather they ére by date of acquisition.

The name of the purchaser is often shown with an initial instead of the first name. The clients of A&F
include some recognizable names and occasionally one will see entries for: WR Hearst, K. Roosevelt,
(Kermit, son of TR), or JP Sousa, Jr (son of the conductor} among many others of note.

Stock dimensions, when listed, are in the order: Drop @ Heel, Drop @ Comb, LOP. Grip styles are listed
as: “Str” (straight grip), “¥2” (semi-pistol grip) or “F” (full pistol grip).

Occasionally new gun sales were cancelled or the guns were returned by the buyer and resold. These were
re-entered in the new gun listings with the name of the former owner written above the date of acquisition.

All of the records were handwritten by human beings. As such, there is always the possibility of human
error. Occasional serial number and date errors have been noted therefore it 1s quite reasonable to assume that
there will be some mistakes in measurements as well. You own a piece of firearms history. Please accept the
documents for the historical perspective that they add to your firearm and do not be too disappointed if they

fail to meet 21% century standards for mechanical precision or computer accuracy.

Bob Beach
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pany, alse of the Cadillaz Coal & Coke Company and
& director of the Hammond Estate Company, the Ham-
mond Building Company and the Buperier Land Com-
pany. Hisg interest in 8 project never cessed until he
had sueesesfully accomplished his purpose and iam
business he never failed to reach his obiective. He
worked persistently snd energetically and sesmed
never at any time to n £ an that fur-
thered his interests and promoted his lsgitimate sue-
cass.

On the 16tk of February, 1904, in Detroit, Mr. Skas
was married to Miss Florence H. Hammond, whe
maintging her residemece in Pontise, Michigan, and
who is the secrefary and itreasurer of the Hammond
Building Company of Detroit, with offices st 1015.16
Hammond building,

Mr. 8kas was well known in club eircles, belonging
te the Detroit Felloweraft, the Detrolt Vacht, the
Country and Windsor Clubs, and his sccial qualities

CITY OF DETROIT

/g 2Za

self in the development and design of improved Lools
and machinery for and r bicyecls
parts.

After thres ysars he became genseral superiniendent
of the Manson CUyels Works of Chisago, employisg
seven hundred men. With this company he was con-
nscted for twe years, leaving thers to tske the man-
sgement of the Bpringfield Drop Forging Company of
Springfield, Massachusetia.

The manufacture of sulomobiles was just thez be-
coming & promising industry and he returnsd to the
west two years later to become vies president, sesre-
tary and general mansger of the Dismond Manufae-
turing Company of Deiroit, Michigan, and Walker
ville, Ontario, which company was one of the pioneers
in the manufacture of automebils paris in Detroit.
The development of the sulomobile industry gave
him his opportunity and in May, 1918, the Dismond
turing CUompany was amalgamated with the

and génial nature made him very popular. He en-
joyed yachting, sutomobiling and general osutdoor
sporis and to these turned for recreation when his
business permitted of leisure. Hie religious faith was
thet of the Catholic chureh and Mrs Skae i very
prominent and active in the chureh work, being presi-
dent of the League of Catholic Women of Detroit
aud chairman of the Womsn's Activities of the
National Conferenee of Catholic Charitics,

D. B, LEE is the president and genersl manager of
the Motor Produets Corperstion, one of the largest
and most suceessful manufacturers of auntomobile
parts in the world, operating three plants. The main
plant and general offices are loeated inm Detroit, with
brameh plants gt Anw Arbor, Michigan, and Walker-
ville, Ontarie, Canade.

. B. Lee was born on his grandmother’s farm, nesr
Akron, Ohis, on March 20,.1874, 2 son of OUscar C.
and Angle A. Lee. Hes was reared in Cannelton,
Indisna, on the banks of the Ohjo river, where his
v arenis moved when he was five years old, and where
his father for the next tweniy yesrs was s masufac-
turer of clay products, stoneware, sewer pipe and
drain tile. In his early youth he manifested s mechan-
ical ingenuity which has been the basis of his business
advancement and sueccess, his frst inventions being
those relating to the clay-working industry and be-
ing developed and put into use in the factory of his
father. When the bicyels began fto come into general
use he became very much interested in it and faally
invented 3 bieyele erank hanger, from which he ve-
ceived no large compensation but a ecertain degres
of recognition and whichk finally resulted in his leaving
Indizns, at the age of tweniy-two, for Worcester,
Massachusetis, to aceept o position with the Trinity
Cyels Works as desigrer and chief draftsman, with
which work ke had little experience or training but
he studied closely nnd emploved his natural qualif.
zgtions to good advaniage. He also interested him-

: Buperior Masufacturing Company of Aan Arbor, the

Van, M ring Company of Detroit, the
Universal Metal Company of Detroit and the RHands
Manufscturing Company of Detreit, o form the
Motor Products Corperation.

The Detroit plani is locatsd at Mack svenue and
the Detroit Terminal Hallroad, with sixty-two seres
of ground and factory buildings of the most modera
type, equipped with highly specialized machinery and
tools for the manufacture of its products. The plants
at Ann Arber and Walkerville sre smaller than the
Detroit plant but both are speecislly equipped aand have
highly developed organizations for the produst which
they manufacturs.

Mr. Les i8 3 Mason, being 2 member of the Pales-
tine Lodge, King Cyrus Chapler, Michigan Hoversign
Consistory, iz n Knight Templar of Detroit Com-
mandery, No. 1, and & Bhriner of Moslem Temple.
He i& alzo 3 member of the Bloomfield Hills Country
Club, Oskland Hills Country Club, of which latter
he was one of the organizers and one of the first
directors, the Detrolt Athletie Clob, the Detroit Club,
and is a director of the National Bank of Commeree
of Detroit,

C. BRYANT HUFP., Although but thirty-six years
of age, C. Brysant Huf has had an eventful life of
varied experiences, visiting masy parts of the world
gnd gaining that broad knowledge which comes to
one through travel and keen observation. Nature
has endowed him with many talenis and for several
vears he figured prominently in theatrical eireles of
the country, while he iz now sapably filling the re-
sponsible positien of seereiary of the Michigan En-
gineering Society. Mr. Huff ia s native of Jowa. Hs
was born in Webater City, February 21, 1885, of the
marringe of John B. and Abigail (Hopkins) Huff.
Hig paternal grandfsther was a native of the state of
New York and in pioneer times he becams a resident
of Michigan, where he reared his family. The mater-
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IMPORTANT NOTICE.-

-1, Great care should be taken nof to place on ¢

9

1. Where one or more members of a family arc aliens,
such manifest opposite the names of those members whe claim citizenship.

3. Fallure to observe the terms of this notice may resuit in delay Lo passengers at the paet of arrival,

4- List on this form only United States citizens or cltizens of an insulae possession of the Usited States.
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1% 8- 4

Jixie Highway Ferryading Chio
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Plasza Hotel §,Y,0y
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-Llat the name of uny passenger who wats not born in the United States or who has not taken out final naturalization papert.
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Name: Dwight Barlow Lee Suggested Records

index-only Gender: Male [ The New England Historical &
record Genealogical Register, 1847-2011
Marital Status:  Married -
Dwight Barlow Lee
Birth Date:  Mar, 1874

& Purchase Certifi

= Birth Place:  Kent, Ohio
§ Add alternate Death Date: 5 Mar 1942
srmation )
DeathPlace:  Michigan, USA [ The New England Historical &
& Report issue Genealogical Register, 1847-2011
%’s Death Ag@: 6?’ Fenes Lol EE?}&‘JE, EEat E A

Fite Number: 289629
Father: Uscar( Lee

Mother:  Angeline Barlow Dwight B Lee

™ U.S., Find A Grave inde
Current

SAVE & CREATE TREE v Cancel

Dwi

) 1880 United States Federal
Source information Census
Ancestry.com. Michigan, Death Records, 1867-1950 idatabase on-line]. Provo, UT, USA:
Ancestry.com Operations, Inc,, 2015,

Dwight Lee

Original data: show More v
Death Records. Michigan Department of Community Health, Division for Vital Records and
Health Statistics, Lansing, Michigan,
Write a comment.
Description
This collection contains death registers (1867-1897) as well as certificate
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the state of Michigan. ag

Make a Connection

who are researching

giners

Dwight Barlow Lee In Public Member

© 1597-2016 Ancestry
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ancestrv
Dwight B Lee

in the U.S,, Find A Grave Index, 1600s-Current

Name: Dwight B Lee S R el e

BirthDate: 1874 [ The New England Historical &
Genealogical Register, 1847-2011
b Dwight Barlow Lee

Cemetery:  Stow Cemetery

Burialor Stow, Summit County,

Go to website Cremation Place: Ohio, USA Write a comment.
- HasBio?: N
9: URL: hitp:/fwww findagrave.com
: fegi-... Make a Connection

Want to get involved?
Click here! Find others who are researching

Dwight B Lee in Public Member Trees

SAVE & CREATE TREE v Cancel
A Reportissue

Source Information
Ancestry.com. U.S., Find A Grave Index, 1600s-Current {database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA:
Ancestry.com Operations, inc., 2012.

Original data: Find A Grave. Find A Grave. http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-binffg.cgi.

Description

This database contains an index to cemetery and burial details posted on Find A Grave.
Corrections and additions to memorials can be submitted on the Find A Grave site. When
viewing a record in this database, you can navigate to the corresponding memorial on
Find A Grave by clicking "Go to website” or clicking on the Find A Grave URL. Once viewing
the memorial on Find A Grave, corrections can be submitted by clicking the 'edit’ tab.
Learnmore,..

©1997-2016 Ancestry

1 ofl 3/26/2016 12:58 Piv
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