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April 27th, 1937,

esv1§§§km?niaﬁﬂputy Sheriff,

Dear Sirs

Py this lettey, you are
forward to Dozler Skipper, Jr
Court of Gregg County, Texafg

- selzed in raiding = gaub p
Hotel in Longvlew during
Ranger service,

Sald mone M. be held by/said Listrict
Clerk until properiy\disdos Mgr the dlrection
of & Court of compebleddy jumlsdic .

udlclel District

CCe Tom Hiqkman (3)
CCt Dozie







La Gasita
348 Pulmerc
Gospus Gheisti, Texas Jul y 2%;’1(; C/\’?
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Mr».Cherles 3chrelner 111,
Mountain Home Teras.
Desr Mr,S8chreliner:

P

Tt wes good to hesr from you,and to <now thet

vyou me.e my old pistol. I wes e pall Tearer at my late comrede

cevpl,end & few de-s eco [ celled on Mrs. Hemer In Angtin . She

z

not tmow anythivg ebout the wooden hendled sixshooter.

Je

The Cross L on the left side of the stocks is
m; btrend,and the monogrem that resembles & crown is made of my ini-
+iels,WWS. Enclosed is a&n excerpt from the chapter on Captain Ham-
er bret 1s in my forthcoming boox "Trails and Triels of a Texas

E

boit the history of your gun.l have

el
s
o
L)
9]
o
@
[
o
[,
i

g
m

rRenger' . It tell
long,8l'm flngers,and thought meybe 1t would be handier if the
rigger gnard were filed off. After using it & long time,I do not
believe that this alteration 1s of eny practlicel value.

You can puggle the gun experts with one feature
~f %% .Y0. .&.e probably notlced that the barrel is stamped "Bisley
Model" . Tra+t ceme abou’ 'n +hés menner. My clessmate at A.& M.,the
late Tom O'Connor {no relstion of the Victorle femily) vas & cousin
of the Milmo femily,and & stockholder in the old Milmo National
Benk of laeredo. They kept & Bisley model 45 Colt in the vault for

men - yeers,end !t hed never been fired. When the benk vas liquide-~

ot

ted,Tomes O'Connor geve it to me. I 4!d not like "le Bisley model,
end I fitted the old Guayacen handles on to it. You can see the

barrel

onerhang where the handles are screved onto the frame. The




end evlinder of my old gun vere completely worn out from B

of uge.

I w11l have to ge to Kerrville before long to &b Jorns,

the puotogrepher,who is copying some old pletures for me.It may

be that I can call you,and give you any further infermation you

mey need about the old pidtol.

Assuring you of my Eiéggﬁrg in learning that the old relie
is in good hands, I am,

gsincerely,

W.W.3terling.

P.3., The ledy vho does my typing 18 on vacation,and I hope you c&n

make this ocut, My handwriting is even worse.




P.O. Box 4124
Dallas, Texas 75208
(214) 942-4905

Thanks so much for returning {my phone call yesterday.

As I said, we are working on a PBS documentary about a the Texas Rangers and want to come to your place to
videotape a handgun belonging to Bill Sterling.

We are attempting to go back and look at a killing that occurred in Mission , Texas in 1915, by Bill and Ed Ster-
ling. The story is detailed in the enclosed book, Texas Cowboy, in the chapter titled “A Death In the Valley.”
took the liberty to tape flag it for you. My grandfather told me this story and I have always been fascinated by it.
Please read it at your convenience, as his is an eyewitness account of the killing of his father, Frank Warnock.

I am enclosing several copies of documents from the Hidalgo County Courthouse and the Texas Rangers. You
may keep these for your files. I have labeled each item in the following manner.

They include:
A) Front page newspaper account of the killing from the Brownsville Herald, October 2, 1915
B)SRaI}ger report from Captain Henry Ransom of Company D, where he reports his arrest of Bill and Ed
terling.
C) Copy of the bail bond for Bill Sterling
D) Arrest warrant for Bill and Ed Sterling, signed by sheriff A.Y. Baker
E) Transcripts of the testimony at the J.P. hearing the day following the killing
F) Newspaper account of the trail from the Brownsville Herald
G) Newspaper account of the verdict from the Brownsville Herald

With your permussion, we would like to videotape the gun in your possession and get your recollections and re-
membrances of Bill Sterling. [ may be reached at 214/942-4905. If you get my voicemail, please leave a
detailed message and [ will get back with you.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

24 %w

Kirby F{ Warnock
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Sen Antonio, Texas
April 2, 1940

My Dear Capt. Sterling :

On March 9, I wrote you a letter, and addressed it in care
of Ranger Headquarters, at Austin, and thought maybe you would
answer 1t, and because I have not heard from you, I'm going to
write again, because the letter may still be lying around at
headquarters waiting for you to come along. ;

. 1 wanted you to testify to the party there who says I gave
them permission to use and relase for publication, any of the
prints Col. Carmichael bought from me, emd which you was an eye
witness. You also know how I refused to allow the Centennial
people at Dallas, to use my stuff, without pay to me, and you will
remember what Capt. Gillett said about such use, while we three
were in the Captain's rooms, in the Gunter Hotel, when the Captain
loaned me a bunch of his old historie pictures, saying he wanted me

to have those pictures of his collection TO BE A PART OF MY COLLECTION

because it was indeed ome worthwhils, and not for any other ome like
it, and because I was entitled to remuneration for my work in making
and preserving so meny old time ranger piotures, Captain Gillett
was strong for the truth im pictures and story, and I certainly mow
appreciate his confidence. Nl

I will enclose a carbom copy of letter I wrote them, and which
they have made no reply. I wrote a letter to Gov. O'Daniel also
appealing to him to save my business by requesting those people who
are funishing piotures, who they admit was my property, to a magazine

story for TRUE DETECTIVE MYSTERIES, of New York, soon to appear, which

would deprive me of pay, because it is my right to receive pay, ete.

The magazine editor wrote me March 15, they would pay me for my
pictures, ete., and that I would hear from then soon, but as yet
have had no word from them. The Governor's secr wrote me the
Governor was not at home, but he would take the matter up with him on
his return. His letter dated March 18, but no more word from him,
Captain Sterling, wom't you PLEASE testify to them regarding facts in
this matter, because you know I deserve recognition. HOW I NEED A
FRIEND, to intercede for my rights in this matter, I don't want to
be mean or contemtious, but I MUST PLEAD FOR MY RIGHTS. PLEASE, help

me save my remunerative rights to pictures I made with my own hands of

many of the rangers myself, as well as those like Capt. Gillett furmished
for my use, It's just like ome photogrepher copying enother photographer's
work and selling it, which principle is identical. Please let me hear
from you soon. (Miss Gravis gave me this address, and felt 1like the let-

ter so addressed will reach you.) Best regards,

Koy )

4 &
x 1 b » PPN ~



San Antonlo, Texas
April 5, 1940
Dear Captalr Sterling i

I sure do thank you for your letter today, Glad that you will testify for me

for if ever a poor dickens on earth needed some one to do so, it certainly is N,.H.Rose.
Read your letter to the Book Store lady, end she said Captain Sterling is a fine gentle-
man and certainly a friend else he would never have written a letter like this one is, t«¢
me, I thenk you so much. I wish you would allow me to mske a copy and send to that
llew York megazine, to show them what you think of that Headquarters gang et Austin, But
I wouldn't do it, unless you said it was ell right to do so, I am sending enenvelop L1
this, if you care to write them, end say what I wrote you about the ranger pictures is
true, end then say what else you want to sey., Gee, I wish you would.

I showed your letter to two postal clerks to see what you say sbout the letter I
hed written you has never been forwsrded to you,(nor returnmed to me.) They said I ought
to send the letter to the postmaster, et Austin, end ask him to send a trecer, or see wh)
the Headquarters has not forwarded it to you. They never answered my letter, and maybe
they don't want you to knmow thet 1 hed written to you or them about that game of theirs.
Something is wrong, looks like to me,

I wish that you end me could talk it over with Gov. O'Deaniel, so he could see what
they are doing, I just believe some body attached to the Heddquarters office 1z gather
ing snd selling those 0ld pictures to make extra money for them selves. I bet the Range
don't get a penny of it. I want to know who copies the pictures for them also, Some
one there in Austin, end maybe they sell my prints also, Meny of the pictures I made «
the rangers myself, snd it's just like one photographer taking ancther photographer's pic
tures, copying and selling them for his own, It beats the bend to see what men in this
lipe will do to get the other man's business, The men that copies my pictures end tkm
stemped on the back with my neme, is & down right thief, is what I think, The governo:
is not going to mmswer my letter, perhaps they have told him a lot of bunk, to make him t
lieve I em rich and don't have any right to those pietures, no more than they do, ete. 1
telling what is in the wind there, He don't reply and that shows something is reotten.

Wish you would just write a postcard to the Austin postmaster and tell him a lette:
from San Antorio was written and mailed about Marech 9, 1940,(long envelope,)in care of +i
Ranger Headgquarters there, and it has never been forwarded to you, end to pleese see why
has not been forwarded, I bet they will do*u it has never been delivered to them,

Will be glad to see you when you come to town agein, I live et 1720 Leal street -
but have been asked to vacete soon, for the good resson I am behind with the rent. leade
less than §12 in Merch, end wife and me both sick sc much, right when I need the most of
ell, then something like this comes up to keep me from getting eny money for my p es,
Will write you as soon as I know where we live, The mail address is P,0,Box 1268,

I am sick today, but want to mail this even if I do have to walk several blocks,
Ceptein, enything you cen do to help me in this business, I SURE WILL AND DO APPRECIATE ]
Do you think a lawyer could or would do anything for me, I know pretty nice fellow, sn¢
it might be he would look into it, Trouble is I have no money and don't make enough to
hire & lawyer for snything, Will, wait till you come, and then I will tell you all the
rest of this story, With good wishes,

I sm Kindly YOUR FRIEND

N

N. H. Rose
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GEN. BILL STERLING
AND MAJOR COFFEE
REVIVE ADVENTURES

By BUCK HOOD
The Austin Statesman Staff

Two men shook hands in an office at the capitol the other
day, representing types of two great eras in the annals of the
Texas rangers.

One was Adj. Gen. W. W. (Bill) Sterling,
though sturdy, and comparatively young,

The other was A, B, Coffee, known ss the Major, small of stat-
ure, mellowed with advancing years and weather beaten from
days spent on the frontier plains,

They personified the 1931 edition and pioneer-day ranger
whose reticence has become a national tradition and whose dar-
ing a story of universal interest,

To Maj. Coffee it was just a neighborly call.
talking quietly, Gen. Sterling glanced through
letters on his desk. -

“Say, =on,” the major remarked humorously, “this looks more
«Ike a postoffice than ranger headquarters.”

“And you'd think,” the general eaid, pointing in the direction
of Capt. Frank Hamer's office,
den, jucging from the paraphernalia seized in recent rajds.”

Then Gen. Sterling admitted reluctantly that the letters had
come from gll parts of the state commending the action of his
office for sending rangers to clean up East Texas oil boom towns
before criminals had a chance to entrench themselves,

OUTTHINKING THE DESPERADOES

six feet four, rangy

As they sat
a big batch of

“We're outthinking the desperadoes—beating them to the
sunch by applying the old law of an ounce of prevention. And
the people are thankful of it,” Gen. Sterling said in telling how
‘riminals are corralled by this law-enforcement agency that
1arkens back to the time Texas was a part of Mexico and mas-
iacres by Indians and Mexicans were daily occurrences,

Such precautionary measures taken in new East Texas towns
‘opulated overnight with every kind of dangerous character pre-
‘ented recurrences of the troublesome days of Mexin and Bor-
rer where unrestrained crime shocked the human senses before
nilitary rule was established, the general said.

This wae just a touch of the activities of today’s rangers, but
t reminded Major Coffee of some of the hair-raising adven-
ures he had as a member of Company F, frontier battalion, that
atrolled the Rio Grande country back in the 70's.

At that time a detail of the hardest-riding, straightest-shoot-
18, and “outfighten’est” bunch of frontiersmen from Capt.
IcNelly's company was camped in the Arroyo Colorade section
ot very far from Browneville, awaiting developments,

“One day,” the white-haired major recalled, “a courier came
! with the news that bandits had raided Capt. Richard King’s
tnch and driven off about 500 head of cattle. They were hur-
fing them scross the desolate country to be lo~*vsany ; ship
achored at or about Point Isabel and prepared t Greasingr-
80 port. -i‘_,s.-

“The chase began at once, for the trail was §
3d it became plainer after a few hours’ pursu
Smembered, and piled up body of a former lieu .
t Brownsville, lying in the middle of it. The d.;enant 92 polich

| FAMOUS COMPANY D

“that that room was a gambler’s !

Here’s Company
mostly to pistols,
cumstances decide otherwise.

Other ranger activities of the 708
A" vé not been recorded 'n glorjous
F- )} ) ,.-“WM but must be dug out of

» by the naked, |

Smith.

Bottom row, left to right:
W. W. “Bill” Sterling,
Hill, chaplain,

As Maj. Coffes arose slowly to
leave, his eyes became fastened on
a pleture frame that rests on a
desk within easy view of Gen. Ster-
ling. It was & copy of the ranger's
prayer:

"0 God, Whose end is justice,
Whose strength Is all our stay,
Be near and bless my mission
As I go forth today.

Let wisdom guide my actions,
Let courage fill my heart

And help me, Lord, {n every hour
To do a ranger's part.

Protect when danger threatens,

Top row, left to right: Sgt. John Sadler,

Sustain when tralls are rough;
Help me keep my standard high
And smile at each rebuff,

When night comes down upon

me,
I pray Thee, Lord, be nigh,
Whether on lonely scout, or
camped,
Under the Texas aky.
Keep me, O God, in life
And when my days shall end,
Forgive my sins and take me in,
For Jesug sake, amen.

It wa= written by Plerre Bernard
Hill, ranger chaplain.

e official records on file fn the

: ad ! d
wklea. '0p of the butchered flesh, to incure ides tifi?:t?n:.""e.

pt. G. ons, C

y : W. Steph
with Ca " :

Brftant general's office. A few

adiu 1'

(O!MW: 12, 1874, MaJ, John B, Jones, |
July § L0In-

D of 1930. Rangers today confine their weaposs
usually kept out of sight unless unavoidable cire

Tom Heard and W. R.

Capt. Light Townsend, Adjt. Gen.
then company commander, and Capt. P. B.

and atroclous manner on Oct. 1
have been interred within past 2
hours. Since writing the above pe.
titlon two mores men were founc
dend. Since signing the petitior
five more men have been found
dend, making a total of 14 kiled.

This appeal was made in Octo.
ber, 1874, by Frio county citliens,
It bore the names of the si Iff,
county judge, justice of the piice,
district clerk, anc! 44 others, 1

- .

EN. STERLING was brovgw,up
with the rangers. They rsed
to make his father's ranch i1 Hi-
dalgo county their headquerters
when he was a boy in knee nants,
It was not until 1911, hovever,
that -he foined the organkation.
In 1927 he was made a captain by
Gov, Moody. Shortly after Ross
Sterling was Inducted into s of-
fice of governor this year, fe was
promoted to adjutant generd,

At present, Maj Coffee 3 giv-
ing his time to ald aged ex-angers
to get pensions from the zovern-
ment.  He s also comminder of
the Texas Ex-Rangers asocinlion,
having béen ol d only recently.
This organization was fom . d 12
years ago, snd-numbers amiag its
members veterans of thvgﬁ‘jﬂ\
of more than a half centy, g0

Maj. Coffee enlisted s  _nyer
in Lee Hall's company’ in %79 '_n%~
later was under Capt Ls .‘n.u..‘

By o o -



STATE OF TEXAS
ADJUTANT GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT
AUSTIN

GENERAL ORDERS
NUMBER 32

IN MEMORIAM

1l The Adjutant General announces with sorrow the death
of Brigadier General WILLIAM WARREN STERLING, former Ad jutant
General of Texas and one of the last of the old time Texas
Rangers, which occurred in a Corpus Christi Hospital 26 April
1960, after a short illness.

2 General Sterling, 2 native Texan, was born in Belton,
Texas on 27 April 1891. He received his early education in
the Houston Public Schools. He attended Texas Agricultural and
Mechanical College for two years, where he took up the study of
agriculture and animal husbandry.

3. In civil life, he chose cattle raising as his main
occupation. He also engaged in the oil business and he 1d
various assignments as 3 law enforcement officer. He became
interested in historical writing, and recently completed &

book which dealt with his experiences as 2a Texas Ranger.

o He first enlisted in the Texas Rangers in 1915 and
served on the Mexican Border with the Third Texas Cavalry as
a Ranger Captaine. Entered the service of the Texas National
Guard as an enlisted man in the Quartermaster Corps on 17
October 1918 and received his Commission as 2d Lt, Infantry,
on the same date. He was assigned to Company L, Ninth Texas
Infantry, in which capacity he served until his resignation on
13 November 1919. in 1927, he was appointed Captain of the
Ranger Force. He was appointed Adjutant General of Texas by
Governor Ross Sterling and was promoted to Brigadier General
on 23 January 1931, a post which he held until he resigned on
15 January 1933. After he resigned from State service, he
rejoined the Army and was discharged as a Colonel in 19L4.

5e The Military Forces of the Nation and State mourn the
loss of 2 splendid soldier and citizen. The Adjutant General
extends to the members of his family and comrades~in-arms
condolences in this hour of bereavement.

BY ORDER OF THE GOVERNOR:

K. L. BERRY
Ma jor General
The Ad jutant General

MARTIN
inadier General AGC TEXARNG

istant Adjutant General

ION:
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OF TEXAS

ADJUTANT GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT
W arrant of Authority and Descriptive List

THIS IS TO CERTIFY, That the bearer . As Wo Billingsly

Spectal Ranger = . ommpame R Ranger Force, State of Texas, and fhis

% hix Warrant of Authority us a Ranger. under an Aet of the 36th Legislature of the State of Texas, A)

proved March 31, 1919, and Descriptive List for identification. and will be exhibited as kis authormty L

't as u Ranger when called upon for his eredentials. This warrant must be surrendered to Compan)
Commander by bearer when discharged. This Warrant of Authority and Deseriptive List is signed by
The Adjutant General under seal of office and attested by Company Commander,

Name .As Wo Billingely, AR R P _._“‘!!. $23, A NFOUI SENSR AT 1k )

Age 43.yr8. 10mo,. . .. . Where born. Mathis, Temms,
Helght ... S.0008, ' . o s et Peaes OfSeapy il
Weight .. 280 W - idene . Mg lake, Temas,
Hoir. . SO0 = . O i A . Mustin, Texas,

Eyes e BOOWRe .. . .. . Ealisted When _August 30, 1932,
Complexion .. Modiume oo . Enlisted by Whom __We Wo Sterling,

The Mjutant Ueneral,
This wareant of anthority is void after_ . _ Jl.marr!j: 1938, ... : )
and must be returned to this Department for Cancellation.
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A. W. BILLINGSLEY
TAX ASSESSOR AND COLLECTOR
REAGAN COUNTY

BIG LAKE, TEXAS

Dg Ca —9~3§§8;

Mr . W. W. Sterling,

Corpus Christi, Texas.

Dear Bill:
It w ill be/necessary for me to have a talk with vou vefore I apply
for the pens ion tha? was voted in ﬁc?fthe Lith election, When will you be
in San Antonio or vieinity? Or  will you be in Corpus around the 29th of Dec.
My folks are somewhab of famble rs . and may like to go to Corpus aboubt that time.
I am enclosing you a copy of something that should bring backsome

memories to you. Lindy Millinder was out to see me,with our old friend Martin

Koonsman, a few months back. Let me hear from you before Zmas.

Your 0ld Friend,

JToce

A, W. (Bill) Billingsley.




ADJUTANT GENERALS DEPARTMENT
AL AUSTIN, TEXAS
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TEXAS NOTF®

{(Editor’s note: Williom Werren
Sterling died in Corpus Christi
April 26, while this story about
his book was being wirtten in
Waco.)

By TOM CAUFIELD

Bill Sterling printed his own book,
Trails and Trials of a Texas Ranger,
and we asked him why. “Those pub-
lishing house people,” he said;
“wanted to edit it.”

Reading it, we can see why, angd-

thank goodness they didn’t. It re-
minds us of Frank Simmons of Og-
esby. He got a fellow to print his
short History of Coryell County, and
when he saw the proofs he hit the
ceiling.

“He edited me right out of it”
Simmons said. “He cut the mane and
the tail off and I didn’t like the
horse that was left.”

The mane and tail, and the saddle

and bridal, are still on Bill Sterling’s
horse. So is Bill in the saddle

William Warren Sterling, 'a  Bell
County boy, went from ranger pri-
vate to boss of all the rangers, adju-
tant-general. We met him in 1928 in
oil-field boomtown Borger where we
were getting out a newspaper,

He came to our two-room shared:
bath apartment to dinner. He was
six feet four inches tall and had to
duck to get in. He wore his Colt
Peacemaker six-shooter all the time
he was there and sat facing the door
and windows. That's how rough Bor-
ger was.

Eill Sterling was captain of the
ranger detachment in Borger. He
quieted the place down.

But back to that dinner at our
house. Wearing his gun, facing the
door and windows, Bill Sterling made
the mayonnaise, sliced the tomatoes,
and offered to make ice cream, but
we already had some.

Ve had figured a ranwer wouldw'i
want anything less than . bandit
steak salted with gunpowder, and
we had a thick steak for Bill. He ate
it, too.

That's the fellow who wrote the
book., He was super-handy with any
sort of gun, not only expert in their

use but an authority on their con-
struction. On a visit to the Colt
plant ‘he gave the Colt people some
tips on how to improve their pro-
duct. and he tuned up his friend
General George Patton’s Peacemaker
for him. He also gave Gen. Patton
the elaborately-tooled scabbard that
swash - buckling tank commander
sported in North Africa and Fran-e,

Sterling’s book is decorated with
wonderful drawings, made by Bob
Schoenke of Corpus Christi, of guns,
as well as saddles, spurs, longhorns
and horses. His book is a treasure to
gun colleztors.

With all that, Bill Sterling never
killed a man. He believed in talking
them out of it. His talk, of course,
backed up by an ever-handy gun,
but he didn’t have to shoot. He could
look pretty tough when he squinted
at you from way up there in the sky.

He always wore a big hat and
boots.  “When he got to be adjutant
general he told Will Rogers he gues-
sed he'd ‘get him a little hat and
some town shoes.  Rogers told him,
“Don’t ‘do-it, BillL” He didn't. He
often went off ard forgot his hat in

‘restaurants, but somebody always

brought it to ‘him. It was unmistak-
able. '

Bill' judged the cow-girls at a Bay-
Jor ~Pear Club rodeo one time. Roy
Durie handed him one of the judging
books; how tmany poinis for this,
how many for that, and so on. Ster-
ling pitched the book back to Roy,
and pointed a. finger at one of the
riders. “I like that one,” he said. She
won; on points.

That's the sort of judgment he
used as a ranger, and why he didn’t
have to kill anyone. He could alss
judge horses. One of his horses sav-
ed him from being tromped to death

" a stampede in Madison Square

Garden.

Well, this isn't much about his
book, which iz 524 pages long (big
like its author) and full of photo-
graphs and drawings.

But most of all it is Bill Sterling’s
book, complete with mane and tail,
and (thank goodness) not egdited.
Bill Sterling is in the saddle.
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An absorbing story by the man who served in the most remote
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the commander of all Rangers—the Adjutant General of Texas.
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Rudolph Kleberg was born in Cat Spring, Texas, on June 26th, 1847.
His parents were Rosa and Robert J. Kleberg who came to America in 1834
and later settled in DeWitt County. His father fought in the Battle of
San Jacinto and later held various offices under General Sam Houston.

At the age of seventeen, Rudolph volunteered in the Confederate
Army, serving in Tom Green's Brigade of Cavalry. Afterwards, he taught
school and studied law at night. He married Mathilde Elise Eckhardt of
Yorktown,

They moved to Cuero, Texas, where he established the first news-
~paper in DeWitt County as well as practiced law. He was elected County
Attorney for many terms and later served in the State Senate, during
which time he was appointed Chairman of the Committee to buy the Alamo
property in 1883. He was then appointed to the office ‘of United States
Attorney of the Western District of Texas. He served as representative
in Congress until a redistricting bill put him in the same district as

a friend against whom he would not run.

- After a few years in Cuero he and his family moved to Austin where
he served as official reporter for the Court of Crimimml Appeals until
his death in December 28, 192k, :

His greatest pleasure was his love of music, having a fine bass

~ voice and playing the flute. At the suggestion of his sister-in-law,
Mrs. Robert J. Kleberg (Alice Gertrudis King Kleberg) of Corpus Christi
and Kingsville, he composed the song, "Texas, Shine on Forever".



