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Polls. There ¢an be no doukt that this actjog averted what might haye
been serigys trouble at thoge points,  Ag i was

a gang of thirty men, It is not remarkable’ that, under the circumsmnce;.
only a smy]i vote was cagt, Large numbers of naturalized citizens, intipy;.

ated by the tactics of the American bartisang, refrained from Voting
Pt in the nstances noted, nop

those whe' made the attempt were, exce
molested 2

The resyle Was the election of Waterman as mayor. by 4,776 votes
over FElmore, who received only 2762 votes.  Thear defeated J R
McMurdo for comptroller, ang p. A. Guyol wop over J. A. D’Hemecoyrt
Or street CoOmmissioner. The recorders electeq were Gergrd Stith, J L.

Fabre, Jog. Salomon ang L. Adams, R M. Summers becanie pfesident
of the Couneil. . =
—
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Chronology of events in Federal and Confederate forces during the

Red River Campaign from the approach of the main Federal forces

to Natchitoches and Grand Ecore on March 30, to the arrival at that
point on the retreat on April 11 and 12, 1864,

Compiled and Edited by
Alonzo Plummer, Superintendent
Mansfield Battle Park

Lamar Gibson, Director
Louisiana State Parks & Recreation Commission
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[ R ( Sunday, May 16, 188 86,

o, \ Page 4, column’ 3, 4 .

chYTY L‘BRARY
L w41t Litrary DEAY'H OF GEN. JOHN L. LEWIS,

id, LA
m'.',.._‘,

- A distinguished and venerable personage has disappeared
‘Cfrom hils place among the living and has Joined the grand
R army that has passed to the other side of the river. John
& Lawson lewis, for more ' than elghty years a resident of this
~«city, and for much of that time g conspicuous figure in the

s social and public life of New Orleans, was born in Lexington
3 Ky., on'the 26th of March 1800, His parents were both Virginians
; i of Revolutlonary stock, and of social eminence. the father of the
: Gz-subgect of this notice was appointed by President Jefferson Judge
; of the Supreme Court of the Territory of Orleans, end removed
with his family to this city in 1803, making a long and tedious
ourney down the river, floating with the current in an old-

J
fashioned keel-boat,

*
]
k
‘k
? The childhood of young Lewis was spent here, and the foundae

¥

; tions of his education were laid under the direction of a French.
gentleman Mr, Francois d'Hemecourt and subsequently at the
Ischool taught by Rev. James F. Hull, rector of Christ Church.

C,He afterwards studied law under the guidance of his father and

bwsome time afterwards was appointed Minute Clerk to the First

3 Judiciel District Court of the State of Louislana, under Martin

* Gordon, Chief Clerk. In 1826 Mr. Gordon resigned the office

and young Lewis was appolnted thereto,

%

i In 1827 he married Miss De Ferrier, member of & most respectable

/
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Greole family, and thus became thoroughly identified with
the Creole population, then comprising the larger portion
of the people of the State., Nr, Lewis, however, enjoved
but a few years the happiness of his married life, for in
1833 an epidemic of scarlet fever carried off his wife ang
three children in the course of a few days,

After this sad bereaverment kr. Lewis sought relief and
distraction from his sorrow in the exclting activities of
pnblic‘life. He became a member of s volunteer military
company, and to military affairs he devoted so much attention
that he rapidly rose from grade to grade until he became

commander with the rank of Kajor General of the State forces

- of the First Louisiana Division,

In 1845 Gen. Lewis was elected by the people Sheriff of
the parish of orleans, and served two terms with ability,
being elected in each instance by large majorities, In 1852
he was elected to the State Senate, and in 1854 was chosen by the
people to the position of Heyor of the city of New Orleans,
When the civil war broke out, Gen, Lewis, although far be-
yond the military age, offered his sword to hisg State, and
jeining the Confederate forces in the Trans-Mississippi Departe
ment, served on the staff of ths commanding General, behaving
with grest gallantry., At the battle of Mansfield he was wounded
in the head by a bullet, and the injury thus suffered gave him

£y 6% A
i s &

W

¥ 4
o
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trouble for the balance of his life. He was specially thanked

i for his aplendid conduct on the field by the Governor of
 Louis1ana, Hon. Henry W, Allen,

The close of the war saw the gallant old General stripped

of the wealth he had annaaod during his busy and useful 11fe°’:

but he ever ramainad the same conrtly, genisl gontleman ho hnd ‘

nlmu been, a man among men, ever generous, brave, hospitable

~'and typifying in his own person the high qualities of the an-

clent Southern chevalier, At the time of his death and for

some years previous he was a Jury Commissioner of the parinh :

of Orleans, i
He leaves three sona,'Llrrod John and Thomas, The scoond

of those loat an arm in the battle of Eanariold. The lnat

nnmed who graw up slnce the war, 1s a 11autanant in the Uhited
States Army. These with three dnughtarc are all the chiidren
of a aecond marriugo. The Gensral's throg brothers nnd one
niater, tho still aurvive show the family to be extremely
1omg lived, They aro. Lnjor Thoodoru Lcwia lgnd 83, rosiding,

An New Iboria- iiss E.c. Lewis, nged 80 yaurs, living in New

Orlaann, Dr. J.H. Lewia* nged 73 ye:ra living in New Orleans,

. Qeorge Waahington Lewis, 72 3ears old, living thrae milea belaw
: Algiara. Tha Ganornl himself hnd passed the age of 86, For

some montha he had boen in declining hoalth but up to witbin
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& few hours of his demise he retained his faculties and knew
and appreciated the attention of his friends. He died full
of years and full of honors., He had done the work of his long
1life well, and he died without regrets, without apprehension,
surrounded by his family,

The funeral will take plece today at 1 o'clock, from‘his
late residence, Rev. Dr. Girault officiating, The remains will

be interred in St. Vincent de Panl's Cemetery, with the remains

of his wife and son.
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SIDONIA PIERCE L3WIS, the first-born, native
of Lexington,Xentucky, born October 22,1798,
She came with her parents to New Orleans in
1803, and married in that city, PIETIR KNIGHT
WAGHER, a noted and fearless Journalistie
friend of General Andrew Jackson, She died
at the ripe age orf 86, in 1883, Their
children if sny, are unknoun,

e

JOHN LAWSON LEWIS, born at Lexington, Fentucky,
on March 26,1800, He was the eldest son, He
married in 1827 in first nuptiasl,LOUISE
ELIZABETH CAMILLE de FERIET, daughter of the
French Baron, LOUIS ge FERIET and MARIE de la
HERCED de SATNT-HMAXENT, who in turn were married
on lay 23,1605, MARIE de la MERCED was the i
daughter of GILBERT AHTOINE ge SATHT-MAXENT s
co-founder of St,ILouis,Missouri, distinguished

and controversial Frenchman, who was a high
official in the Spanish service in Louisiana,
Pather-in-law of two Spanish Governors of the
Louisiana Province, and served gallantly against
the British in the War of the American Revolution,
LOUIS, BARON de FERIET was a Lieutenant of Spanish
troops in that conflict, He owned extensive lands,

JOHN LAWSON LEWIS enrolled in the famous private E
school of PFrancois d'Hebécourt at New Orleans,
who in turn was a former French exile of the 3
colony at Gallipolis,Ohio, John Lawson Lewis

also studied under Reverend Jomes F,H11l, rector

of Christ Church in New Crleans, Under tho

guidance of his father, John Lawson Lewis becnme

the Chicf Clerk of the First Judicial District

Court at New Orleans as he studied law, In 1852,

he was elected to the State Senate, In 185l,he

was the Hoyor of New Orleans, Although ripe in

Years, he offerecd his sorvices at the outbreak

of the Civil Wer, Detached to the Trans~-MHississippi
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23,

Devartront, serving on the stalf of General Richard
Taylor, son of Zachary Taylor, John Lawaon louis

wag wounded in the head at the batile of tirnsfield,
Lfter this conflict in which the Confe erates were
victorious, Henry Watkins Allen, the f{amed governor

of Louisicpa, thankted him nublicly, Before tho

death of John Lawgon Lewis on liay 15,1886, stripped

of hig wezlth, he never lost his courtly manncrs,
geniality and kindness, In his person, he reprosented
the finest qualities characteristic of the old South,
ilis first marriage ended in tragedy, his first wife
whort he had married in 1827, died suddenly with threec
of his young children from a scarlet fever opidemic

in 1833, From his second marriapge with HiWRTZ1¢4A BAHAM
they had the following children:

(1) ALFRED RANDOLPH LEWIS, who married
Theirvchildren:

a, REAR ADMIRAL MAYS LIVINGSTON LEWIS, who resided
in Norfolk,Virginia,

b, GLADYS ALASKA LEWIS,who married a MR,BERWARD
and resided in New Iberia,Louisians,

(2) THOMAS JEFIERSON LEWI3, of whom very littlec is known.
e ig said to have married.....
Fiis daughter:

a, HEIRIEMTA LEWIS, married COL.H,J,SCHROEDER of
Baltimore, Maryland,

(3) ALASKA LEVIS, of whom nothing is lmown,
(L) NWEBRASKA LEWIS, of whom nothing is knowm,
(5) TUNCAS LEWIS, he was a2 surveyor in New Orleans.,
(6) HENRIETTA LEWIS, who died ummarried,
Note: 'here mey have been more, John Lewson Lewis
named some of his children alfter the peoples
who sppeared in James Fennimor Cooper's boolk,

“The Last of the lMohicans,"

LOUISA VARIA LEVWIS,born in Lexington,Kentucky on
October 11,1801, She diea unmarried,

THEODORE LEZWIS,born in Lexington,Kentucky on April 18,
1803, He married CAMILLA SAUVINET, He died in 1895 at

few Iberis,Louisisng where he resided with his feamily,
Their childron:® *

(1) IMRS,AGHRS E,LFYIS

(2) ANNIE C.LWI/IS, urmarricd,

Ca A
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THE LE MAT REVOLVER OF MAJOR GENERAL JOHN LAWSON LEWIS C.3.4A.

by Jan Paul Reifenberg

WHith the advent of ever expanding interest in the field of Confederate
handguns it is a rare event indeed when a newly discovered piece, especially
one with historical significance, emerges. An estate sale in Augusta, Georgia
in early 1968 proved to be one such uncommon occurrence and added another ine
valuable segment in the unfolding story of Colonel Le Mat and his "grape-shot®
revolver. The revolver and its arsenal issue "batwing" holster were discovered
during examination of the contents of the estate's safe., The weapon upon ine
itial examination was obviously quite a desirable piece, being a low serialed
(#88) first model Le Mat in excellent condition and was soon purchased by an
advanced eastern collector. During the years that followed the weapon passed
through several prominent collections, finally ending up in the distinguished
Confederate collection of William 4. Albaugh III, noted author of numerous
works on Confederate weaponry. The significance of the find might have ended
there had it not been for the efforts of Gary Smith to restore the issue Le

Mat holster. As Gary stated in a letter to Mr. Albaugh concerning the holster:

"During the preliminary cleaning of the
holster, it became apparent that a name

had been first written in longhand, then
printed on the inside flap of the holster.
After the leather had a chance to dry, the
name of General John L. Lewis was readily
discernable., The Writing appears to be old
and original and considering the unrestored
condition in which I received it, complete-
ly authentic, The leather preparation I use
tends %o darken the leather and it was in
the courge of my preliminary cleaning that
the name of General John L. Lewis became
evident on the inside flap of 4the holster,
I asked John if he was aware of thisg mari

s
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and he stated that he was not, but that the
holster and pistol had always been together,
with no mention of any historical association
outside of its obvious Confederate usage. I
know that no previous owner has made any at-
tempt to repair or clean the holster and I
believe the markings to be absolutely correct."

Who then was John Lawson Lewis? Cohen's New Orleans Directory of
1855 gives us a brief sketch of General Lewis' life.t Born of Virginia
revolutionary stock in Lexington, Kentucky in 1800, he soon moved to
Louisiana with his parents when his father was appointed Judge of the
Supreme Court of the Territory of Orleans in 1803, Following in his
father's footsteps young Lewis took up the practice of law, and in 1826
was appointed Clerk of the Firgt Judicial District Court of the State
of Louisiana. The‘following year Lewis married Miss Louise Elizabeth
Camille De Ferrier,2 a member of one of the most respected Creole families
of that period living in New Orleans. In 1833 tragedy struck the Lewis
family in the form of scarlet fever, which took the lives of his wife
and three children.3 As the New Orleans Daily Picayune suggests, in the
years following this personal disaster Lewis seemed to seek relief from
his anguish in the vigor and excitement of public life. Lewis soon joined
a Louigiana volunteer military company and quickly rose through the ranks
until in 1842 he was elected Commander of the Pirst Division of Louisiana
Militia. This placed him in direct command of all volunteer military
companies of the city of New Orleans, along with all regular militia
units. As we shall see later in the story, this martial position may
have been one of the influencing factors in General Lewis carrying one

of the first of Colonel Le HMat's famous revolvers.

(2}



The years passed, but Lewis' desire for public service was not
to be quenched. In the year 1845 he ran for, and was elected to, the
post of Sheriff of New Orleans. In 1852 he served as a member of the
State Senate, and finally in 1854 he was elected to the office of the
Mayor of New Orleans.4 While serving in these poiitical offices Lewis
kept his interest in military affairs maintaining hias position as the
Commanding General of the State Militia. If we are to believe the early
accounts of New Orleans, John Lawson Lewis must have been an exceptionally
talented man, his popularity and efficiency are attested to in the numer-
ous historical works concerning the city during this period.

Early 1861 found New Orleans reverberating with the ominous rum-
blings of the coming war. On April 12, 1861 the Adjutant General's
office ordered éll volunteer troops Louisiana into a state of readiness.
Thie general order included the soldiers of the First Division under
Major General John L. Lewis.? At the outset of the war these early
days in the state were quite chaotic, but it appears that the militia
rendered effective service through it all with Lewis!' guidance. As in
most Southern states the militia was soon to be incorporated into the
regular Confederate army. On October 13th, 1862 Govenor Thomas 0. Moore
acted to disband the militia and placed it at the service of Brigadier
General Alfred K?uton, C.5.A.0 It must be remembered that Lewis was
sixty one years old at this time, and conseguently not liable to any
further military service. From the records we find that Lewis'® unselfish
sense of patriotism came through as he volunteered his services as an
aide to Colonel Henry Gray, who was commanding Ceneral Mouton's Brigade.?

If the fact that Lewis volunteered at his age is astounding, the fact



that he volunteered to do go without pay is even more 8018

To regress for a moment to the question of how this Le
into the possession of General Lewis, we need to go back to
Orleans of the late 1850's. At that time Dr. Jean Alexandre

wag attempting to have his arm tested and accepted for use

Mat came

the New

Le Mat

in the

United States Army. Two special boards were assembled in 1859 in or-

der to evaluate the weapon. One board convened in Washington, the

other in New Orleans. Both boards recommended that the arm be rlaced

in active service, but the one in New Orleans is of particular interest.

As William A. Albaugh points out in his book Confederate Handguns:

"If the names of some of the persons who
have appeared in the past few pages are
familiar, it is not surprising. In the
" Report of the Special Board," conducted
in New Orleans, Beauregard, Bragg, Evans

and Smith became generals in the Confederate
Army, while Huger died defending New Orleans
as Lieutenant Commander, C.S.N. The "John B.
Floyd, Secretary of War" to whom the letters

of introduction were addressed was a former
govenor of the state of Virginia, and later
a general, C.3.A. Joseph E. Johnston hardly
needs an introduction to those interested
in Confederate history, nor does Samuel
Cooper who, two years hence, was to be
Adjutant and Inspector General for the
Confederate States Army. The C., Girard

who witnessed patent number 24312 was, in

a short time, to become Le Mat's partner
and owner of a three-quarter interest in
the revolver venture."Y

30 we see that Le Mat was to have strong ties with the Confederacy

in the very near future. Indeed if we examine surviving specimens of

the revolver in museums and private collections we find that many were



carried by high ranking Confederate officers. A few such examples are
the Le Mat revolvers of General J.E.B. Stuart,#115, the aforementioned
Generals Beauregard and Bragg, #427 and #1273, and of course the subject
of this article General John Lawson Lewis, #88.10

The recommendation that " the Guard D' Orleans be armed with 400
rifles and sabre bayonets, and for the officers - improved revolvers,
such as Colonel Le Mat's grape-shot revolver," was made by the Louis-
iana Inspector General in November of 1860.11 If we are to agsume that
Colonel Le Mat was every bit as much of a businessman as the famous
Colonel Colt, but perhaps on a somewhat smaller scale, isn't it likely
that he would attempt to present the first models of his revolvers to
influential officers? In light of the above recommendation it seems
only logical that Ceneral Lewis acting as Commander of the Louisiana
Militia would have received the revolver directly from the inventor,
Jean Alexandre Le Mat.

In April of 1864 Major General Nathaniel P. Banks, U.S.A., began
his ill~-fated thrust north in Louisiana. The Red River Campaign, as it
would come to be known , had as its objective to gain further control
of Louisiana and eventually eastern Texas and the Rio CGrande. The plan
never suceeded for on April 8, 1864 Bank's army was engaged and defeated
by General Bicha;d Taylor's Confederate forces at the battle of Mansfield,
Louisiana. This marked an end to the Union's northern ambitions in
Louisiana, but the battle was extremely costly in lives and equipment
on both sides.l? Brigadier General Alfred Mouton, C.3.A., whom Lewis
had turned his state militia over to earlier, was killed during this

engagement. Both General Lewis and hisz son John sustained serious wounds

i,
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at Mansfield.l3 The details of their bravery during this crucial battle
are few, but we do know that General Lewis received the personal thanks
of Govenor Henry Watkins Allen of Louisiana.l4 In the few pieces of

official and personal correspondence that are left, we find this letter

from General Lewis to a Captain Radelift (sic), C.S.A.:

Opelousas 9th Sept., 1864
Captain Wm. B, Radelift,
Dear Sir,

I address you, as
the best informed and most reliable person,
from whom I can obtain information as to the
best and safest way of crossing the Mississippi,
and getting on the Jackson railroad in the
neighborhood of Camp Moore. I have learned
(that) my family, that lately left the city,
now are, and from whom I have been separated
for nearly three years, and am anxious to re-
Jjoin.

I will be accompa-
nied by my son, who lost his arm in the battle
of Mansfield, a negroe sgervant, and three
horses., I should like to be posted as to the
best road from this place, where to cross and
if with horses, the expense, and in what kind
of money, the dangers, both on this gide and
the other, to be encountered from the enemy. By
giving all useful and necessary information on
the subject, you will confer a great favor on your

Most obt. mervt.

John L. Lewig

48 with so many of the gallant soldiers of the Confederacy, the
end of the Civil War saw QGeneral Lewig stripped of his wealth and po-
sition. The head wound that he suffered at the Battle of Hanafield was
to afflict him for the rest of his life. Never again was he to regain
the public positions of responsibility he so abely administered in pre-
war Louisiana. To the end Ceneral Lewis was to maintain " his courtly

person, he rspresented the

o

manners, gentiality and kindness. In hi

o
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finest qualities characteristic of the old South.n 15 He died on May
15, 1886 at the age of 86 in the city that he loved and fought for,
New Orleans. It is hoped that in some small way this article and his
Le Mat revolver will be a fitting tribute to the life of a true

American patriot.
POSTSCRIPT

Postscript: - There has been considerable speculation over the
years as to the origins of the first factory produced Le Mat
revolvers, William A. Albaugh III in his excellent reference

work, Confederate Handguns, proves that at least some of the

First Model Le Mats were produced here in the United States.
It has been thought that the marking "Baguet' found stamped on
the inside of the grips of a few early pieces, (namely serials
#l, #4, #88, and #101), may have been an American gunsmith con-
tracted by Dr. Le Mat to produce his first few revolvers. In
an effort to resolve this question the author went to the U.S3.
Forest Service laboratory in Madison, Wisconsin. For comparison
the author took the grips from lst Model Le Mat #88 with the
"Baguet" stamping, and 2nd Model Le Mat serial #1312. After
careful examination, utilizing several different tests, Dr.
Regis B. Miller, Ph. D., determined that both sets of grips
were carved from European walnut. It should be gtated that Dr.
Miller is a wood anatomist specializing in the various iypes
of walnut woods.

On the supposition that Dr. Le Mat wae a practical man, and

would have used the materials at hand to build his revelver, it

(7)



can be surmised that at least from serial #88 forward the
weapons were made in Europe. The author is currently col-
lecting more information on this subject and would welcome

any help the readers may wish to give,
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Major General John Lawson Lewis, C.5. A.

18 ARMS GAZETTE



The Le Mat Revolver of...

General John Lawson Lewis, CS.A.

Dr. Jean Alexander Francois Le Mat,
Inventor of the grape-shot revolver,
circa I879. (Photo courtesy of Mr.
Ramon A. Marus}. :

by Jan Paut Reifenberg

With the advent of ever expand-
ing interest in the field of Confederate
handguns it is a rare event indeed
when a newly discovered piece, espe-
cially one with historical significance,
emerges. An estate sale in Augusta,
Georgia in early 1968 proved to be one
such uncommon occurrence and added
another invaluable segment in the
unfolding story of Colonel Le Mat and
his “‘grape-shot’’ revolver.

The revolver and its arsenal issue
“batwing’’ holster were discovered
during examination of the contents of
the estate’s safe. The weapon apon
initial examination was obviously quite
a desirable piece, being a low serialed
(number 88) first model Le Mat in
excellent condition and was soon pur-
chased by an advanced eastern col-
lector.

During the years that followed,
the weapon passed through several

prominent collections, finally ending
up in the distinguished Confederate
colfection of Willlam A, Albaugh U,
noted nuthor of numerous works on
Confederate weaponry. The signifi-
cance of the find might have ¢nded
there had it not been for the efforts of
Gury Smith to restore the issue Le Mat
holster.

As Gary stated in a letter to Me.
Albaugh concerning the holster: “*Dus-
ing the preliminary cleaning of the
holster, it became apparent that a

name had been first written in long- -

hand, then printed on the inside flap of
the holster. After the leather had a
chance to dry, the name of General
John L. Lewis was readily discernable.
The writing appears to be old and
original and considering the unre-
stored condition in which 1 received it,
completely authentic. The leather pre-
paration | use tends to darken the
leather and it was in the course of my
preliminary cleaning that the name of
General John L. Lewis became evident
on the inside flap of the holster. 1
asked John if he was aware of this
mark and he stated that he was not,
but that the holster and pistol had
always been together, with no mention
of any historical association outside of
its obvious Confederate usage. I know
that no previous owner has made any
attempt to repair or clean the holster
and I believe the markings to be
absolutely correct.”

Who then was John Lawson
Lewis? Cohen’s New Orleans Direc-
tory of 1855 gives us a brief sketch of
General Lewis’ life.(1) Born of Virginia
revolutionary stock in Lexington, Ken-
tucky in 1800, he soon moved to
Louisiana with his parents when his
father was appointed Judge of the
Supreme Court of the Territory of
Orleans in 1803. Following in his
father's footsteps young Lewis took up
the practice of law, and in 1826 was
appointed Clerk of the First Judicial
District Court of the State of Louisiana.
The following year Lewis married Miss
Louise Elizabeth Camille De Ferrier,
(2) a member of one of the most
respected Creole families of that
period living in New Orleans. In 1833

tragedy struck the Lewis family in the
form of secarlet fever, which took the
fives of his wife and three children. {3)

As the New Orleans Daily
Picayune suggests. in the years follow-
ing this personal disaster Lewis
seemed to seek retief from his anguish
in the vigor and excitement of public
life. Lewis soon joined a Louisiana
volunteer military company and
quickly rose through the ranks until in
1842 he was elected Commander of the
First Division of Louisiana Militia.
This placed him in direct command of
all volunteer military companies of the
city of New Orleans, along with all
regular militia units. As we shall sce
later in the story, this martial position
may have been one of the factors to
influence General Lewis to carry one of
the first of Colonel Le Mat's famous
revolvers.

The years passed, but Lewis’
desire for public service was nof o be
quenched. In 1845 he was elected to
the post of Sheriff of New Orieans. In
1852 he served as a member of the
State Senate, and finaily in 1854 he
was elected to the office of the Mayor
of New Orleans.(4) Wkile serving in
these political offices Lewis kept his
interest in military affairs maintaining
his position as the Commanding
General of the Staic Militia, If we are
to believe the early accounts of New
Orleans, John Lawson Lewis must
have been an exceptionally talented
man; his popularity and efficiency are
attested to in the numerous historical
works concerning the city during this
period. ‘

Early 1861 found New Orleans
reverberating with the ominous rum-
blings of the coming war. On April 12,
1861 the Adjutant General’s office
ordered all volunteer troops in
Louisiana into a state of readiness.
This general order included the sol-
diers of the First Division under Major
General John L. Lewis.i5} At the
outset of the war these carly days in
the state were quite chaotic, but it
appears that during this time the
militia rendered effective service
under Lewis’ guidance. As in most
Southern states the militia was soon to
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Ist Model Le Mat Number 88.

be incorporated into the regular Con-
federate army.

On October [3th, 1862 Governor
Thomas 0. Mooure acted to disband the
militia and placed it at the service of
Brigadier General Alfred Mouton,
C.S.A.(6) It must be remembered that
Lewis was 61 years old at this time,
and consequently not liable to any
turther military service. From the
records we find that Lewis’ unsclfish
sense of patriotism came through as he
voluntcered his services as an aide to
Colonel Henry Gray, who was com-
manding General Mouton's Bri-
gade {7y If the fact that Lewis volun-
tcered at his age is astounding. the
fact that he volunteered to do so
without pay is even more sol(8)

To understand how the Le Mat
revolver came into the possession of
General Lewis, we need to go back to
the New Orleans of the late 1850s. At
that time Dr. Jean Alexandre Le Mat
was attempting to have his revolver
tested and accepted for use in the
United States Army. Two special
boards were assembled in 1859 in
order to evaluate the weapon. One
board convened it Washingron, the
other 1n New Orleans. Both boards
recommended that the arm be placed
I active service, but the one in New
Orleans is of particular interest.

As William AL Albaugh points out
 hs book Contederate Handguns: I

24 ARMS G TS

the names of some of the persons who
have appeared in the past fcw pages
are familiar, it is not surprising. In the
‘Report of the Special Board,” con-
ducted in New Orleans, Beauregard,
Bragg. Evans and Smith became
generals in the Confederate Army,
while Huger died defending New
Orleans as Licutenant Commander,
C.5.N. The "John B. Floyd. Secretary
of War" to whom the letters of
mtroduction were addressed was a
former governor of the state of
Virginia, and later a general, C.S.A.
Joseph E. Johnston hardly needs an
introduction to those interested in
Confederate history, nor does Sanuel
Cooper who, two years hence, was to
be Adjutant and Inspector General for
the Confederate States Army. The C.
Girard who witnessed patent number
24312 was, in a short time, to become
Le Mat's parier and owner of a three-
quarter interest in the revolver
venture. (W)

So we see that Le Mat was to have
strong ties with the Confederacy in the
very near future. Indeed if we examine
surviving specimens of the revolver in
muscums and private collections we
find that many were carried by high
ranking Confederate officers. A few
such examples are the Le Mat re-
volvers of General J.E.B. Stuart,
number 115, the aforementioned
Generals Beaurcgard and Bragg.

number 427 and number 1273, and
course the subject of this artic
General John Lawson Lewis, numt
88.(10)

The recommendation that 'T
Guard D* Orleans be armed with 4
rifles and sabre bayonets, and for t
officers—improved revolvers, such
Colonel Le Mat’s grape-shot 1
volver,”” was made by the Louisia
Inspector General in November
1860.(11) If we are to assume t}
Colonel Le Mat was every bit as mu
of a2 businessman as the famo
Colonel Colt, but perhaps on a son
what smaller scale, isn’t it likely tl
he would attempt to present the fi
models of his revolvers to influent
officers? In light of the above reco
mendation it secems only logical tl
General Lewis acting as Commanc
of the Louisiana Militia would he
received the revolver directly from
inventor, Jean Alexandre Le Mat.

In April of 1864 Major Gene
Nathanicl P. Banks, U.S.A.. began
ill fated thrust north in Louisiana. 1
Red River Campaign, as it would co
to be known, was an effort by
Union to gain further control
Louistana and eventually easte
Texas and the Rio Grande. The p
never succeeded for on April 8, I
Banks® army was engaged and
feated by General Richard Tayle
Confederate forces at the battle
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Mansfield, Louisiana. This marked an
end to the Union’s northern ambitions
in Louisiana, but the battle was
extremely costly in lives and equip-
ment on both sides.(12)

Brigadier General Alfred Mouton,
C.5.A., whom Lewis had turned his
state militia over to earlier, was killed
during this engagement. In addition,
General Lewis suffered a head wound
and his son John lost an arm during
the battle at Mansfield.(13) The details
of their bravery during this crucial
battle are few, but we do know that
General Lewis received the personal
thanks of Governor Henry Watkins
Allen of Louisiana.(14)

As with so many of the gallant
soldiers of the Confederacy, the end of
the Civil War saw General Lewis
stripped of his wealth and position.
The head wound that he suffered at
the Battle of Mansfield was to affliet
him for the rest of his life. Never again
was he to regain the public positions of
responsibility that he so ably ad-
ministered in prewar Louisiana. To the
end General Lewis was to maintain
“*his courtly manners, gentiality and
kindness. In his person, he repre-
sented the finest qualities charac-
teristic of the old South.”’(15 He died
on May 15, 1886 at the age of 86 in the
city that he loved and fought for, New
Otleans.

There has been considerable

speculation over the years as to the
origins of the first factory produced Le
Mat revolvers. Witliam A. Albaugh Il
in his excellent reference work, Con-

federage Handguns, proves that at

least some of the First Model Le Mats
were produced here in the United
States. 1t has been thought that the
marking ‘‘Baguet’’ found stamped on
the inside of the grips of a few early
pieces (namely serial numbers 1, 4, 88,
and 101), may have been the name of
an American gunsmith contracted by
Dr. Le Mat to produce his first few
revolvers. In an effort to resolve this
question the author went to the U.S.
Forest Service laboratory in Madison,
Wisconsin. For comparison the author
took the grips from 1st Model Le Mat
number 88 with the ‘“*Baguet’ stamp-
ing, and 2nd Model Le Mat serial
number 1312, After careful examina-
tion, utilizing several different tests,
Dr. Regis B. Miller, Ph. D., deter-
mined that both sets of grips were
carved from European walnat. It
should be stated that Dr. Miller is a
wood anatomist specializing in the
various types of walnut woods.

On the supposition that Dr. Le
Mat was a practical man, and would
have used the materials at hand to
build his revolver, it can be surmised
that at least from serial number 88
forward the weapons were made in
Europe. The author is currently col-

lecting more information on this
subject and would welcome any help
the readers may wish to give. Informa-
tion can be sent to Jan P. Reifenberg,
P.O. Box 668, Knight's Landing,
California 95645. U
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JEWELL'S

CRESCENT

= S em— A e s :

Stute vights view of the subject. During the war, My l
Gayarré advocated the arming of the <laves and the con-
clusion of a treaty with England and France recognizing |
the independence of the Southern Confederacy on the basis |
of a gradual emancipation of the African race. In 1866, |
when Louisiana was presumed to be recoustructed, Mr.
Gayarrd’s name was put forward by his friends in the Leg- ;
islature, and came within a few votes of obtaining the honor
of an election to the United States Senate—Messrs, Randal
Hunt and G, Williamson, liis successful competitors, having
been denied admittance to that body. Since the war, My,
Gayarré, besides the last volume of his great historical
work on Louisiana, has published a “ /fistory of Philip I1,”
of Spain—a work of great research and sound historical
philosophy and & novel based on the early history of Louisi-
ana, “Iernando de Limos,” which has elicited great praise !
from all the literary journals ofthe country. He is now pre- |
paring for publication, another historical novel, “Aubert
Dubayet,” in which the hero goes through the American
Revolution of 1776 and the French revolution of 1789, It
will doubtless prove highly interesting, and give ample
scope to the writer's wide fleld of information and fertility
of conception.

S el A b A— o

HHON. MILES TAYLOR.

Tnis gentleman, who is one of the best civil lawyers in
this State, was born in New Yorle about ¢ixty years ago.
He ix small of stature, gray haived, fair eomplexioned and
bright eyed.

When quite young lhie camne to this State and devoted
bis attention to the study of the law.  He passed an excel-
leut examination before the Supreme Court, and obtained
his license to practice. As Mr. Taylor had previously
stadied pharmacy, old Judge Ilsley with naiveté said at the
time of his admission to the bar, that Mr. Taylor would be
nnvivaled in bringiug an apothecary (hypothecary) actios. \

Mr. Taylor has proved to be one of our most eminent |
lawyers. He is certainly a gentleman of vast talents, pro- |
foundly rvead in law, and trained to grapple closely with
every question.  He is distinguished for grace and ease of
wanner, and for happy and polished address.

He exerts great influence ou the mind and affection of
those who kunow him.

He is a good speaker, clear and correct in dietion.
Endowed by nature with a quick and vigorous understand- |
ing, his arguments are vivid, and he shows in all the cases
intrusted to him, honesty of purpose, earnestness and
faithfulness.  Bven at his advanced age he is most diligent
and attentive to buginess. ‘

Mr. Taylor has represented Louisiana in the Congress of
the Tlnited States when that body contained tlie most
brilliant array of ability ever seen in any deliberate assem-
bly. ILs there distinguished himself as a polished debater,
achieved a high position, and stood on the same plane as
the most prominent stateinan who sdorned the halls of the

National Legislature.
D 4 e
T ST Mary= Marssy fronts on Tehoupitoulas street
It was completed in 1536 in the

and runs to Now Levee,
rusticated Doric order at 4 cost of about $4&,000.

CITY ILLUSTRATED. — ,pz;

MAYOR JOLIN L. LEWIS,

Or all the mewhers of the old population of New Orleans,
there is no one who is better known, aud worve universally
esteemed by all classes, than the subject of this sketely.
John Lawson Lewis is the son of Judge Loewis, who was
appointed to the Sppreme Bencl of the then Territory of
Orleans by Thomas Jeflerson, immediately after the 1;u1'—
chase of Louisiana from France. Mr. Lowis was then only
three years old, and was bronght up at the school of Mr,
D’ITébécourt, on the old Bayou Road, where lie had {or Lis
schoolmates many of the crecles who alterward took a
leading part in the politics of the State, and afterward com-
pleted his studies at the Academy of the Rev. James IF.
Hull, on Canal street. In 1319, young Lowis left school
and read law under his father, entering shortly after the
oflice of Martin Gordon, Sr., then Chief Clerk of the First
Distriet Court, to which position Le suceseded upon the
resignation of M. Gardon, in 1826, In 1842, John L.
Lewis was unanimously elected Commanding General of
the First Division of the @Lonisiana Militia, an oflice for
which he wus peculiarly iitted by his previous military
training and his great personal influcuce, and to which he

o was invariable re-elected without the shadow of an oppo-

sition.  In 1845, he ran ns an independent candidute for

o the Shrievalty of the Pavish of Orleans, and though op-

posed by several of our most popular citizens, was returned
at the head of the poll. So ably did L wlminister the
ofliee, that on three suceessive oceasions Lo was re-elected
by handsome majorities, sometimes in the face of 2 for-
midable party opposition, and when, some vears later, an
cffort was made to defeat the hitherto iavineibde A, D.
Crossman, Geno Lewis aceepted the nowdoation of (he
Demoeratic Party for the Mavoralty, awl althongh the
ticket upon which e ran was Beaten, ~6 wreat was Lis per-

; sonad popularity that he was returned over his competitor

|
|
|
|
|
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by a small majority. When the war broke out Gen. Lmvxs,
although not liable to military service, promptly offered
his sword to the Confederate Government, and served
throughout the war with great gallantry and distinction in
the Trans-Mississippi Departinent. As a public officer,
Gen. Lewis Las always maintained the reputation of an
able, courteous and incorruptible public servant. A high-
toned, affable gentleman, ever generous and open-handed
whenever his means allowed him to indulge the warm im-
pulses of his nature, few men of his generation can claim
a larger circle of attached friends, or after oceupying so
many responsible positions, are able to exhibit more unex-
ceptionable record than John L. Lewis.

The following letter, written by Gov. H. W. Allen to
Gen. Lewis, soon after the battle of Mansfield, shows the
high estimation in which Gen. Lewis's services were held
by that distinguished official :—

SHREVEPLORT, LA., April 27, 1864,
Gex. Lewis:

My Duar Sir—~1 have just heard from you through Mr. Wag-

wer. [ am rejoiced to hear that you are doing well. Isent my

Sirgeon-General down to take care of you. He reported that you
were doing well.

Receive my thanks, my dear sir, and the thanks of Louisiana for
your gallant conduct on the battle-ficld of one of the best fouglht
Dattles of this war. [f you visit Shreveport do not fall to call on
me. [ shall be glad to receive you at the Exccutive Mansion and
extend all the comto&y due a brave patriot and gallant soldier.

Very truly vour obedient servant,
(Signed.) sty W. ALLEN, Gov. Louisinna.

Lo Gen. John . Tewis, Mansiield. T.a.

s =

ROBERT MOTT ESQ.

Is a native of Baltimore, Md,
eal featares, of commanding appearance and about fifty-

seven yeurs of age.  He is open and above everything like

dissimulation, warmly affectionate and steadfast in friend-

ship.

As a lawyer, the clearness of his statement presents at
once a picture to the mind. In his arguments he appeals
foreibly to striet reason, and his tone, though deferential
and courtly, is manly. He indulges very sparingly in
declamation.

Ie is one of the best civil, comimereial and chancery
lovyers in this State, with an unconunon capacity for
offeetive and untiring industry.  His legal stadies have
been comprehensive.  Ho writes with great facility and
cleverness, exhibiting philosophical research and maturity
of judgment.

Reveral years ago, he sevved as a member in the Stute
Legislature of Louisiana with anuch ability.  After our
late war, lie went to Burope and visited the principal cities

of the Old Workl.
Mr. Mott is now in the [ull vigor of all his faculties, ac-

tive in his mdvements and in turning off business with as
much ease as when he entered public life thirty years ago.
He s Kindly i his disposition, so as to devote some of Lis
time and resowrees to making others happy—domestic and
affectionate in his habits, and veligious without intolerance.

He v o cautions and safe counselor, a diligent man of
business, panetual to his appointments, regular in the dis-
wribution of his tiime, never suffering pleasurs or distraction

of any kiml to interfere with his duties.

of fair complexion, classi-

|

i

JOSEPH H. OGLESBY

Is vescrNpep from Scottish aucestry. s father, the
Rev. Joseph Ogleshy, D, was born in West Moveland,
Virginia, the native county of Washington and Lee. s
mother, Elizabeth Tite, wag born in the Valloy of the
Shenandoah.  His grandfather removed to Kenturky, aud
the father amd mother of Mr. Ogleshby subsequently ve-
moved from Kentueky to Madison, in Indiana, at which
place the subject of this sketch was born September 14,
1822, In 1839, Mr, Oglesby came to New Orleans, and was
employed as a clerk in the house of Hyde & Comstoclk,
Poydras street.  In the year 1842, Mr. Comstock retived,
aud at the early age of twenty, Mr. Oglesby became a
partner in the Western produce commission house of Hyde
& Oglesby.  The house did a large wnd profitable business,
and upon the withdraswal of My, Hyde, was continned un-
der the atyle of Oglesby & MeCaulay, which was a leading
Liouse in the Western trade, at the declaration of civil hos-

! otilities in 1X61.

Upon the termination of the war, Mr. Oglesby resamend
business nnder his own name, iu (he same street iu- which
he has been engaged in the same trade for a period of
abont thirty years. Perhapa few cities have undergoue
the same mutatious of commerce withiu the same period.
An inspection of the Directory of 1836, shows that of about
300 firms engaged in the commission business at that date,
only eleven exist at present uunder the same style, while
very few of the members who composed these firms are in
business at all. To have pursued the same business, in the
same connnunity, amid such vicissitudes of commerce, and
for so long a period, displays a sonnd texture of character
and systematic business habits.  After a period of mercan-
tile probation so lons and so suveessful, it was natmal that
Mr. Oglesby should have been promoted to the charge of
the of The
highiest and most disinterested evidence of cornmereial ap-

associated  interests his fellow  merchiants.
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CALIFORNIA BRAKE & CLUTCH PARTS, INC.
2605 MARKET STREET
OAKLAND, CALIF, 94607

PHONE: 452-4010
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April 2, 1673

Mr. John M. Craham
Califommia Brake & Clutch Parts, Inc.
2605 Market Street
Cakland, Cai. 94607

Dear John:

Good to kear from you again and the only thing I can,really
remether about that sun is it was purchased through a friend
of mine who helped me get fivst crack at it after the safe
was opened.

When we had the gun, we took it out of the holster and jokingly
L osmelt the agun and s0 belp me the gun swelt like the holster,

- had 1 Lster so leng. It is the only LeMar hal-
in my vears of collecting ¢ I have ever wmimn scvross,

i i
weas very pleased to get it,

g
H

I split up my Confederate collection many years ago and a few
of the pieces w2ni to Jack Malloy. I am not sure where the
rast of them went. 7T wish I could be of more help, but it's

“

just too many auns, roo long agny,

If in the future I run across anv more information on LeMat
will be happy to let yvou know.

Une last point of information. T'm not sure if you know it or
not, but when the Steamer Trent was stopped by the Yankee Navy
and Mason and Slydell were removed, they removed Mason and Slydell
but ieft Col. ieMar on not knowing who he was. Just a sidelight
into history.

)
Cordialiy,
Vo

¥

ol
Va]ij.v?orgett



November 16, 1977%

Dear John:

In reference to our telephone conversation of this alternoon, I am glad (¢
sood news on Serial Number 88 LeMat.

During the preliminary cleaning of the holster, it became apparcent Lthat a
had been first written in long hand, then printed on the inside {lap ol the k
Atfter the leather had a chance to dry, the name John 1. l.ewis was rcadil
cernable., The writing appears to be old and original and, considering the
condition, [ received it in, completely authentic.

A cursory check of the Official Records indicates that Major General Joh
Lewis was Commander of the Louisiana Militia before it was mustered in
regular Confederate Service. You might want to write to the Louisiana St
Archives for more information.

You've mentioned in the past that #88 TLeMat was found in this holster. |
firm up this association with the individaal you purchased the weapon fro
would have a most desirable addition to your collection and, considering i
ical association with General Lewis, its worth should he in excess of $4,

So, congratulations on your find. 1I'll be looking forward to seeing youn at
Sacramento Gun Show. Please keep me in mind if you hear about a good =
Favetioville rifle. ;

Regards~ s

v

’dary Smaith
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May 16, 1973

Alberta R. Ducote, GRS
Division of Geneology
Archives & Records Service
P. O. Box 44422

Baton Rouge, Liouisiana 70804

Re: General John L. Lewis
Dear Ms. Ducote:

Thank you very much for the letter I received today. The information
you supplied to me is of great interest. If possible, I would appreciate
information concerning the actions General Liewis took part in and the
names of the units he commanded. [ would also like to know the date and

place of this man's death.

I will, of course, be happy to pay for the photocopies and research. I
fully realize that research by your limited staff is extremely difficult,
so if I can obtain the above information, I will be able to pursue any
further research on my own. Copies of any information [ turn up will
be furnished to you if you so desire.

I am sorry if Mr. Waldroup took offense at my last letter. That was
not my intent. However, umagine my chagrin at turning up so many
references to General Lewis after being assured by Mrn Waldroup that
no records or information on the veteran could be located. The informa-
tion I sent yvou was furned up affter m s initial request for research., In

ipatience.

any case, my apologies to Mr, Waldroup for

Very truly vours,
L/ {f a j/ '
s 7 zfﬁ—y

r K. Smith

Preg W Y
i remont, California 94538



STATE OF LOUISIANA 389 5256

15157CHOCTAW DRIVE
SECRETARY OF STATE PO Box 44422
Baron Rum;& LA
ARCHIVES AND RECORDS SERVICE e
WADE O. MARTIN,JR. A. OTis HEBERT, JR
SECRETARY OF STATE VIRECTOR
Mr. Gary R. Smith 11 May 1973

39077 Presidio Way
Fremont, California 94538

Mr. Smith,
Ref: MAJ. GEN. JOHN L. LEWIS

We have located official CSA documents written by and to the above
named veteran. These records were located in the Louisiana

Rebel Archives section of the Archives & Records Sexvice.

These records were filed under the command (st Division Louisiana
State Guards). In your first letter requesting research, you failed
to mention any other information than the veteran's name and Mr.
Waldroup could only go through indexes of individual veterans. Gen.
Lewis is not listed in any capacity other than with the unit.

The records we have located show the veteran as the commanding
officer of the 1st Division (CSA) and contain letters of appointment
as commanders and action the unit took part in as reported by
General Lewis.

The Rebel Archives is open to the public and research must be
done by a proffesional researcher or genealogist or by any
individual who wished to spend the extensive amount of time
required to research these records. The Archives & Records
Yervice does not have the staff to conduct extensive research
such as this would require.

For your information, the probable reason for Warner's
Generals in Grey not listing General Lewis is his commission
was a state commission and not by the Confederate States
government. This is due to his possission as commander of
the 1st Division of the Louisiana State Guards (Militia).




WADE O MarTInN, R A,

DF ETATE

Mr. Gary R. Smith 11 May 1973
38077 Presidio Way
Fremont, California 94538

My. Smith,

Ref: MAJ. GEN. JOHN L. LEWIS

We have located official CSA documents written by and to the above
named veteran. These records were located in the Louisiana

Rebel Archives section of the Archives & Records Service.

These records were filed under the command (lst Division Louisiana
State Guards). In your first letter requesting research, you failed
to mention any other information than the veteran's name and Mr.
Waldroup could only go through indexes of individual veterans. GCen.
Lewis is not listed in any capacity other than with the unit.

The records we have located show the veteran as the commanding
officer of the lst Division (CSA) and contain letters of appointment
as commanders and action the unit fook part in as reported by
General Lewis.

The Rebel Archives is open to the public and research must be
done by a proffesional researcher or genealogist or by any
individual who wished to spend the extensive amount of time
required to research these records. The Archives & Records
Sepvice does not have the staff to conduct extensive research
such as this would require.

For your information, the probable reason for Warner's
Generals in Grey not listing General Lewis is his commission

was a state commission and not by the Confederate States
sovernment. This is due to his possission as commander of
the lst Division of the Louisiana State Guards (Militia}.




Mr, George M. Waldroup
Division of Genealogy
Archives and Records Service

Dear Mr. Waldroup:

Regarding your letter of April 12, 1973 in which you stated that no record of
Major General Jobhn L. Liewis could be found, I should like to refer you to the
Official Records Union and Confederate Armies.

The above veteran is metioned in Series I, Vol. 6, pages 741, 850, 837; Vol. 15,
pages 557, 734,756, 759, 798, 799, 826; Vol. 26, pages 331, 332; Vol. 53,
pages 746, 610, 671, 745, 763; Series 11, Vol. 11, pages 912 and 1422; Vol. 4,
pages 708 and 709.

I have also included photocopies of letter written by John Liewis to various indi-
viduals, furnished to me by the National Archives.

Certainly you must have some record of this very prominent New Orleans citizen!
His leadership in the organization of the State Militia and later serving as a
volunteer A. D. C. cannot be unrecorded. My interest is only secing that Gen. Lewis
finds his rightful place in the military history of Iwouisiana. Can't you dig a little
deeper than the obvicusly incomplete "Generals in Grey" by Ezra J. Warner?

Very tru}.y/y%ur s,
/

#

e f!f Y5
/i/géfé?’a
- Gary R. Smith
39077 Presidio Way
Fremont, California 94538



CALIFORNIA BRAKE & CLUTCH PARTS, INC

2605 MARKET STREET
OAKLAND, CALIF

. 94607
PHONE: 452.4010
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STATE OF LOUISIANA

MiLiTARY DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
JACKSON BARRACKS
O. J. DAIGLE, JR.

ED?&S%S:DS Now ORLzans 70146 MAJOR GENERAL
THE ADJUTANT GENERAL

DPA~L 10 December 1976
LEWIS, John L,

Mr, William A, Albaugh III
"Holly Springs"
Center Cross,Virginia 22437

Dear Mr, Albaugh:
The following reference was located for the name 6f JOHN L. LEWIS:

Major Gen, Commanding lst. Div. Legion 1lst Brig,

2nd Brig, 9th Brig, Elected 4/l 1842, 1843, 1844.
1845. 1846, (Reelected) 1847, 18L8, 1849, 1850,
1851, 1852, 1853, 1854, 1855, 1856, 1857. Major
Gen. Comm, L.S,M, 1858, 1859, 1860,

It is suggested that you request blographical data about JOHN L. LEWIS
from Edwin L, Jewell's Crescent City; The old New Orleans City Directory
(I do not recall the year) has an account; Volume I of Kendall's Histo
of New Orleans) from the New Orleans Public Library, I think this volume
includes a picture,

Send your request to tha: New Orleans Public Library
ATTENTION: Louisiana Division
219 loyola Avenue
New Orleans, Louisiana 70112,

I am sorry these are the only clues located thusfar,

Sincerely yours,

Hrs, Mdry B. Galmann
Hilitary Historian



BEINFELD

PUBLISHING. INC. 12767 Saticoy Street @ North Hollywood, CA 91605 » (213) 982-3700

ASSIGNMENT AND GENERAL RELEASE

In consideration of BEINFELD PUBLISHING, INC., (hereinafter "'Publisher”’) agreeing to pay to:
JAN PAUL REIFENBERG

(hereinafter *“Contributor’") certain sums with respect to Contributor’s contribution to Publisher of:

~The Le Mat Revolver of Major CGeneral John Lawson Lewis C.S,A.

(hereinafter the “‘contribution’’}. Contributor hereby agrees as follows:

F—Contributor hereby sells, transfers and assigns to Publisher all of Contributor’s literary rights and
all other right, title and interest of Contributor in the contribution including, but not limited to, the
right of Publisher to copyright the contribution in the name of Publisher and to renew such copyright.

2.—Publisher may revise the contribution in its sole discretion to meet its publication requirements. Pub-
lisher may publish, republish or otherwise use the contribution in any publication of Publisher's
without being obligated to pay any further sum to Contributor. Publisher may, at any time for what-
ever use deemed proper by the Publisher use the contribution, the name of the contribution, the Con-
tributor’s name and/or photos contained as part of the contribution in any advertising or promotion
program of Publisher’s, and Contributor hereby grants Publisher unlimited rights to so use any or all
of the material stated.

3.—Contributor represents and warrants that the contribution is original; that he is the author or creator
of the contribution; that the contribution does not and the publication thereof will not infringe upon
any rights of others; and that the contribution contains no material or references which are libelous,
slanderous or an invasion of privacy. Contributor agrees to indemnify Publisher and hold it free and
harmiess from any loss or damages (including any costs in connection with defense of any criminal or
civil action) arising out of Publisher’s publication of the contribution or the breach or the claim by any
party of the existence of any breach of Contributor’s aforesaid representations and warranties.

4.—Payment is upon publication at a rate of 5.05 per printed word and 35.00 per published photo,

DATE: SIGNED:

Social Security Number




(o e \
f \ Q THE MAGAZINE FOR THE ARMS ENTHUSIAST
D+~

( ( lze e ® 12767 saticoy Street, North Hollywood, California 91605 / (213) 982-3700
E

WALLACE BEINFELD
Publisher & Edftor

November 19, 1979

Jan Paul Rei fenberg
P.O. Box 668
Knight's Landing, ca
95645

Dear Jan Paul:

RE: The Le: Mat Revolver of Major General John Lawson Lewis C.S.A
We are pleased to advisge you that your manuscript has been
accepted for publication in a future issue of ARMS GAZETTE.

Enclosed are two copies of an assignment and general release
form. If you agree to the terms, please sign and return one

copy.
We look forward to hearing from youy.
Very truly yours,

ARMS GAZETTE

Encls: A/S
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BUSINESS FORMS MANUFACTURING CORPORATION

March 11, 1

Dear MNr. Reifenberg;

Having just obtained and read the February 1980
of Arms Gazette I was much interested in your article o
Confederate Lelats. Had dropped my subscription, so pic
the missing copies when available.

Thought you might like this information on my f
for your records. Serial # 7 y condition excellent with
and some original finish, now a plum brown. All origina
with the exception of the large screw head on the right
pivots the rammer. There is no “"Baguet" name on ipside
I have had correspondence with Albaugh, Fd Simmons, Bru
gmong others, on the piece. Its most interesting featur
small silver escutcheon on the right grip. This little
ures approx 1/8 by 3/4" and is insecribed "ATLANTA", C1li
up in Boston advises me that 3 LeMats were on board the
erate ironclad Atlanta - from official records - and th
close as I have ever come to provenance.

I shall be hapnry to hear from you if you have
or want further information. Picked it up in a "job lot
in Maryland ~ those days are gone forever...

Sincerely,

J.C.Altemus /532 (Z 46%Z7ﬁi

30 Sherman Avenue
Glen Ridge, N.J. 07028 ;/



B L. LOUGHERY JR.
3816 RIDGELEY DR
LOS ANGELES,; CAL;
50008

ear

re-reéading your Iinteresting article on an
old Le 8t Revolver of Genersal John Lawson Lewis,
C3A", AR Feb. 1980, p. 19 £f). I had just received
a ?Fvbch ;@sg On early vevolvers and I was QG&?a?iﬁ% its plio-
ture of a Le Yat i & photos of General Lewis's we In

the course of all
rdin ne possl

Lour mention of tha

rang a bell because the term "baguette® is frequently u

the French book. Doubtless you know that "baguette®

Lﬁ ﬁ?ﬁﬁs% byt you %%? 1ot know that 1t is also the
'rammer" or Qéfagi 5 rod'y or -~ for later models,

I ceme across your speculations re-

; t%?zﬁdﬂ menufacture of early Le Hata.
"Baguet” st@&@;ﬁg found inside eay g grivs
d in

e ; :
T8y irom Bagus

X st? ctionse and Xg]
tampings. It seems bsgia 4 1 g i@~ 7
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LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY

AND AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE

BATON ROUGE - LOUISIANA . 70803

LIBRARY Jamuary 14, 1976

Mr. William A. Albaugh IIT
"Holly Springs®
Center Cross, Virginia 22437

Dear Mr. Albaugh:

In reply to your letiter of Jamuary 10, I regret to tell you that
you have not received your materials from the Phoboduplications Department
because a tremendous backlog of orders piled up when foreign matter got
into the water supply of that building and was leaving deposits of trashy
matter on microfilm and photographs that stayed stuck in spite of all efforts
to remove them. New filters (or something) have helped and you should
receive your material soon. Apparently the water pipes were laid so many
years ago under that bullding that it was something of a problem to know
Just where the rusting and flaking or whatever was going on.

With every good wish for 1976,

Sincerely, .
c7 '*
o L 2 BN A
gvaﬁgaiiﬁﬁééynch »
Lovisians and Hare Jook Tooms




City oF NEwW ORLEANS

NEW ORLEANS PUBLIC LIBRARY
219 LOYOL A AVENUE
NEW ORLEANS, LA. 70140

ERNEST N. MORIAL M. EUGENE WRIGHT, JR.

MAY OR CtTY LIBRARIAN

LOUISTIANA DIVISION

DATE : 7//:/0/??

Oln /2 Hegen /wg
(7 foel Lty Ase G043
Lol WU Dbpaitofec, Hinke j
G550/
RE: VYour letter of: fl (2, /03//97§¥7

In response to your recent inquiry, we have located the following
information:

WC’/Q? ﬂ?‘(fc’c / Voo a/ / 44[4& e [/;7///@/1/ ?/% A 4//@&
fao 2o ot cedin oo o i /w/ég/sz% e

so e el ) Mow Dplecrs [ Heandna J559),
VD fare Ao pande '[" v Ll Fo Jdhae

o

For photocopying procedure, see the enclosed information sheet. We
have estimated that copies will be required to cover the mat-
erial you are requesting. We will begin copying as soon as we receive
your check for $

Collin B. Hamer, Jr.
Head, Louisiana Division Researcher: [é((/\

,:' ’)g
"Ar Equal Opportundty Employen" /



Yoet 0ffice Bow 0243
“ast Wenatchee, Washington, 98801

i Colleze
Hesnd,
i Booms July 11, 1979

%,
For
£

mayar of
5Six%éa iﬁam 1

%z?@ bsen doing ressarch on John L
maander 0f the Pirvst Division o
W ﬁyleaas and though

Dear Mr. Roifenberg:

Pleasse forgive my brevity. This library does not own the above item.

ians Union Catalog does nobt locabe one in any Louisiana Library,
rg out of date,

|

e

8

[

ol

ot

e

o

oty

x% W"
&

4]




E

s
3
@
o

FEy




21494 Fi060 | sy

jemyy 32 5948 {52 Agysimaruiiy B4 [
“ sBpEIgl] ;?,f?f{ﬂ‘f} 5;“
BoAIBE Apeagyyrisadl

TUOTI0BTIO0 ano woal FUTSSIW ST
wWIRT STUG 3BUL txoder 01 ATaI0s sIw op




TULANE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70118

HOWARD-TILTON b
MEMORIAL LIBRARY 5 Octobrer 1979

9
“

. Jan P. Reifenberg
. 0. Bax 0243
st Wenatchee, Washington 98801

P
2

o]

ear Mr. Heifenberg:

In response to your letter of 5 § September 1979 regarding the
woafpd@rate irprlnt DTQC?edlﬁQS sf the Court of anﬁﬂry‘ielan
sans, I have checked oiir LiBraryts
deldlh&s aﬂd Ieﬁated the microfiche of the boo e do not

have the original;

We were not able 4o read the entire microfiche since our staff

iz small and the time for answering research questions generates
by mail inguirdies is limited. However I did asecertain that there
is no index on the fiche. A quick perusal did not uncover s
reference to John Lawson Lewis,

the Louisiana Vertical Pile there are two references to your
subject, which you are Pro aml? aware of from your past research,
One is ?rcgifahén‘v Hew Orlean uzr@@isrg of lgag the other is
a typewritten copy of an art c“@ in the Daily P4cavsna of lMay 16,
1886 entitled"she Death of CGen, John L, L@wzs“ If vou would
like a copy of these, please let us know. We'll be happy to send
vou them,




P. 0. Box 158
Herndon, Virginia 22070
November 5, 1979

Mr. Jan P. Reifenberg
P. 0. Box 668
Knight's Landing, California 95645

Dear Jan:

Received the draft copy of your impressive article on Lewis' LeMat #88.
I truly like it, as you did such a fine job of tying the man and the revolver
together. There is nothing to criticize. The progression is top rate, and
the idea that Lewis would have received the revolver directly from LeMat is
thoroughly logical -- especially based on the other early LeMats that went
to important individuals. You have to do me the favor of notifying me when
and where the article will be published so that I can obtain a finished copy.

I like the addition of your "Postscript”. It reinforces what I have long
suspected -- that most, if not all, of the LeMat revolvers were produced in
Europe. I am exempting the Krider gun and possibly an unknown small number
of others that were used in the tests in the late 50's. Where does "BAGUET"
fit in? It has been suggested that Baguet could well have been a gunsmith who
operated in Paris, France, in the 1850's. Now this does not conclusively mean
that his name stamped on the grips denotes that the revolver was made in Paris.
But, why would a Paris gunsmith be in any way assoclated with a revolver made
in America? It makes no sense that he would have come over here to make them,
although I suppose it is vaguely possible.

For your own files, the First Model LeMat #34 that I parted with a year
or so back had "BAGUET" stamped on both halves of the wooden grips. I liked
the revolver, but was not unhappy to move it and add something that was positively
made in the Confederacy. No question that a vaste majority of the revolvers
were used by the Confederacy, but a lot of the percussion LeMats ended up in
foreign countries (Brazil, Indochina, Japan, Egypt, and some others that egcape
me right now) in the post-War period. I am not talking about the pin-fire models,
which were a completely different facet of the business.

Have been plugging along on my Rigdon revolver odyssey. Just recently
added #41. This particular example has no firm markings of any sort on the
barrel housing top -- they were never there. I'm aware of two others very close
(#39 and #47) that are identical. No question that they are Rigdon revolvers.
Would imagine they were made very shortly after the firm moved from Memphis to
Columbus, Mississippi. No longer the "Novelty Works", they used no firm stamp
for a period -- just serial numbers. In the 50's someplace (#59 and #60 are
marked thusly) they began using the marking "LEECH & RIGDON" only utilizing

a smaller die firm stamping than associated with the later revolvers stamped
"LEECH & RIGDON CSA'. All very interesting to me. Don't know where it's all
leading me, but has kept me off the streets and ocutr of trouble (so my wife says).

While not a revolver, some while back I acquired a very fine cased 1/6
plate tintype of an identified Private from Forrest Regiment of Tennessee Caval
CSA. What is particularly appealing to me is that he is holding a Leech & Rigd
Cavalry Officer's saber. Additionally, he is wearing the very rare two piece
rectangular CS buckle (Rerksis book page 253, Place 246} associated with

Y,
o1



Leech & Rigdon firm production. Kerksis himself has seen the tintype and
described it as the "best damn CS image I've ever seen". He had never seen
the buckle pictured before on a CS soldier. I'm pleased to have it, as it
adds immeasurably to my growing stock of Rigdon minutiae.

I wish you well om your article. Hope you can keep in touch as your
time allows.

Best wishes,

f/)w i & o Y
& i
e ? gﬁ@ﬁﬁ"‘v /




From The Desk Of
Ramon A. Marus
605 Poplar Avenue
Mempbhis, Tennesse
38105
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HEADQUARTERS
LOUISIANA ARMY AND AIR NATIONAL GUARD

OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
JACKSON BARRACKS
NEW ORLEANS 70146

LANG-DPA~ML & December 1579
LEWIS, John Lawson

Mr, Jan P, Reifenberg
Post Oifice Box 0243
East Wenatchee, Washington 98801

Dear Mr, Reifenberg:

Lt has come to my attention that no reply was sent to vour request of
11 July 1979 regarding Major General John Lawson Lewis; my apologies
for this oversight.

Biographical data about JOHN L, LEWIS appears in Edwin L. Jewell's
Crescent City; The New Orleans City Directory for 1855 has an account
and picture; also Volume I of Kendall's History of New Orleans.
Copies of these references may be requested from the:

New Orleans Public Library
ATTENTION: Louisiana Division

219 Loyola Avenue

New Orleans, Loulsiana 70112,

Thusfar, I have not located a source of the Proceedings of Court of
Inquiry (on) Fall of New Orleans by the C.S, Congress, Richmond,
Virginia, 1864, However, the Ceneral Index, page 552, of the geries
of volumes entitled: The War of the Rebellion, OFFICIAL RECORDS of
the Union and Confederate Armies contains a number of references For
JOHN L, LEWIS. Alsoc Volume VI, page 555 of this series indicates:

"Proceedings of a Court of Inquiry, assembled at
Jackson, Miss, to examine facts and circumstances
attending capture of New Orleans in April, 1862."

Orders from Richmond, Virginia, 18 February 1863,

Major General Mansfield Lovell appears to have been the chief witness.

Is it possible that this is the reference you have in mind?




A complet set of the volumes of the OFFICIAL RECORDS is probably
available for study in a public library in your local area,

Again, my apologies for this long delayed reply. If I may be of
service in the future, please inquire.

Sincerely yours,
o 8 Gt

Mary(B. Oalmann
Military Historian




12767 Saticoy Street, North Hollywood, California 91605 213/982.3700

h jﬁﬁ(’/@ . BEINFELD PUBLISHING, INC,
Jan P. PReifenberg December 14, 1979

Post Office Box 668
Knight's Landing, ca
95465

Dear Jan:

We received your letter of Hovember 23 with vour signed
release agreement, Thank you. In that letter vou also
asked if we would be needing color negatives, or trans=
parencies, ‘

I checked with our art director, Scott Beinfeld, and he
would like sonme good blagk and whits glogsys, not only of
General Lewis and Colonel LeMat but also of the revolver
if you can obtain them.

At this point, it does not loock like the gun will be on the
cover of the ARMS GAZETTE, so the photos that will help us
the most will be good black and whites., The article is
scheduled for the PFEBRUARY ARMS GAZETTE, so please try to
get back with us as quickly as possible.

Thanks again,

Very truly vours,

PNy } ]

g/ 7 %;%éﬁi@wﬁwiﬁ@%
Mike Schermerhorn
ARMS GAZETTY



- . T——

STATE OF LOUISIANA
OFFICE OF STATE PARKS

DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE, RECREATION AND TOURISM

P.O. DRAWER 1111 « BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70821 (504) 925-3830

DAVID TREEN
Governor

MRS. LAWRENCE H. FOX
Secretary

KIRK CARNEY
Assistant Secretary

Mansfield,Louisiana
January 14,1981

Jan P. Reifenberg
P.O. Box 668
Knight's Landing,California 95645

Dear Jan;

Thank you for your letter dated 1/10/81. I am sorry you came while we were
closed,we hope you will be able to come and visit with us again. We are st-
i1l closed,the contractors are almost finished,but my work is just begining
all cases,cabinets,documents,artifacts etc. will have to e set up and it is
a big job.

When we open we will have a much larger museum it will be 65'x34' and the

0ld museum room will be our new meeting room and film room. There will hot

be a finer Civil War Museum any where and I am proud of it. We also have a
fine library.

I am sending you a phamplet that outlines the Red River Campaign and one of
the books we sell,'"Confederate Victory at Mansfield",it is real good and does
a good job on our battle,

I would then give you first the 129 books,"Official Records of the War of the
Rebellion~~The Union and Confederate Armies,(Union slant). you should find
these books in one of your larger libraries.

The second book would be,'"The Civil War in Louisiana',by Winters--Louisiana
State University Press-~L.S.U.--Baton Rouge,La,

The third book, "Red River Campaign'',by Ludwell H. Johnson--John Hopkins Press
Baltimore,Md.

The last book ,'"Construction and Destruction",Richard Taylor Gen. in Command-
D. Appleton and Company--549 & 551 Broadway--Ny.

I have my Grandfathers 36 Calib. Navy Pistol he used and it is in perfect
condithonyI had 8 Great Uncles and 2 Grandfathers in this war and they wll
came home except the baby boy,he was killed at Gettysberg.

We would appreciate your article on General John Lawson Lewis for our Library.

Trusting I have been of some help I remain,
Cordially Yours,

ng&g’%léfﬁcyﬁgm at 666 N. Foster Drive, Baton Rouge
G. Bt ve Mafiadsr A
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November 19, 1981
Dear Ms, Eymard:

Here is the information on Major General Mayor
John L. Lewis we promised to send. Bibliographic
iaformation 1s written on-the back of the pages.
There are so few pages involved, that we will not
charge you for the copies. Just consider this as
lagniappe!!

Please do not hesitate to call upon us again.

Sincerely,

<:;2Lwﬂuﬂlﬁa¢/' KDf CZJ“&LMu,LwaMLA>

(Mrs.) Pamela D. Arceneaux,
Assigtant Librarian

THE HISTORIC NEW ORLEANS COLLECTION

333 RoyalStreet e New Orleans . Louisiana 70130 e Telephone:504-523-7146

SO
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November 19, 1981
Dear Ms. Eymard:

Here is the information on Major General Mayor
John L. Lewis we promised to send. Bibliographic
information is written on-the back of the pages.
There are so few pages involved, that we will not
charge you for the copies. Just consider this as

lagniappe!!
Please do not hesitate to call upon us again.

Sincerely,

<:;2L44k1:1;m//’ /577 CZJ*cJ;agiﬂ ~

(Mrs.) Pamela D. Arceneaux,
Asgistant Librarian

THE HISTORIC NEW ORLEANS COLLECTION

333 Royal Street @ New Orleans, Louisiana 70130 e Telephone:504-523-7146
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KAJOR CudEithl JO4n L. Louis
2800 - 1888

JohnyL. Lewis was elected the thirteanth «ayor of ilew

" Grlcans, harch 27, 1854, took office cn april 10, 1as4

~znd served until 1856. He was born in Lexington, Xen-
. Tutky, ~arch 28, 18UV and was brought %o iew Orleans :
uzen only three years of age. His father, Judge Joshua
Zewis vwas a descendant of John Lewis who care {rox Ire-
land and who, in 1729 established the first vhite set-
clezent in Augusta County, Virginia. :Iis zother, Areri-
ca Lawson, wes the daughter of Ceneral Kodvert and Sarah
werrivether Plerce Lawson, natives of Yorkskire,
=ngland. His brothers were Major Thecdore Lewis, Ceorge
washington Lewis and Ur. L.H. Lewis. e nhad one sister,
.iss N.C. Lewis, all lived to be octogenarians. Eis
parents, both Virginians of Hevolutionary stock, were

e-ong the earliest settlers of XKentucky. iHis father ob-

tained large tracts of land in consideration for his
services as a soldier in the Revolutionsry wer. ihen
the United States acquired the vast province of Louisi-
ana, the elder Lewis was appointed Judge of the Suprene
Court of the Territory of Orleans, by President Jeffer-
son, an office which he held until his death in 1833.

John L, Lewis was educated by Rev. Jezes F. Hull, the
distinguished rector of Christ Church. At the age of
18 he left school to study law. In 1328 he became clerk
of the First Judicial District Court of Louisisna. A
year later he married Kiss de Ferrier and his home life
vas an exceedingly happy one, but he only enjoyed a few
yeers of this happiness for in 1833 scarlst faver at-
tacked his wife and three children 2nd within a few days
all of them died. This terrible loss profoundly af-
fected his life; he sought relief and cdistraction from
his sorrow in the exciting activities of public life. .
Showing great aptitude for military affairs, he becaxe
- & member of a volunteer military company end devoted so
mich attention to military affairs, that he rapidly rose
from rank to rank until he became iajor General of the
State forces of tho First Loulsiana Division.

In 16458 he was elected Shoriff of the Ferizh of Or-
leans and served two terms. In 1852 he was elected to
“he State Senate and finally, in 1854 vas chosen Kayor
of the City. Fri ‘ ; ‘ ,

Vnen the VWar between ths States begar, Goenoral Lewls,
alihough far beyond the military apge, offered his sword
50 the State and joining the Confederzte farces in the
Yrans~Elsslsslippl Dopartment, served on the siaff of iho
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95
sommanding general, bekavin: with groat gallantry. it
siue, batlle of Lansileld he %as wounded in tic neau oy
s Dullet, a wound whicn caused aim nuch sulfering during
«ae rest ol his life. Covernor aenry J. Allen especially
- shenked hiw for his splencidc cuaducts S e

 “he close of the wer founé hix stripped of the wealth
armessed during a busy and useful 1life, Dut he always re-
zained the same courtly, genial gentleman, a rman anong
sen, ever generous, brave, hospliaole, a typical example
¢f the olé Soutnern Chevaliers. At the tims of his
death hs was Jury Cormissioner of the Farish of Urlcans,

s post he had held for several years prior to his demise.
zis pleasant manners and winsome personality made him ex~
tremely popular. - hE N o

Under his administration, two important enterprisos for
tzé deautification of the city deserve mentioning.  They
uere: The completion of the Jackson Statue and tho be~-
ginning of the movement which resulted in the erection
of Honry Clay's Statue, unveiled April 12, 1860. The
site in the Place d'Armes (Jackson Square, wes chosen for
the statue of Jackson, because in 1840 Jackson had placed
trere the cornerstone of what was intended to be a monu-
=ent Lo the menory of the Battile of lNew Orleans. The ap~ oes
propriation 335,W0. for the monument was made in a sSpArg .
of gratitude by the psople of Louisiena ang to comcmorate
the achlevements of this hero to whose military genius and
ratriotic devotion in the hour of their greatest peril,
they owe the triumph which served treir principal city -
from capture by an invading eneny anc which is one of the
~orightest pages in the nistory of the ustate of Louisiana,
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‘The Statue wes made by Clerk Liils, the well knowm
~sculptor. On the day of the uaveiling, business was , ;
suspended and it is estirated that 25,000 people wit- : i
nessed the fall of the canvas shovwing the bronze figure
of the warrior upon his rampant war steed "0ld Duke" .
~2hat night a banguet was given at the 3%, Charles Hotel

azd waich was attended by Lills and many other celoebri~

tles. o : S

“he Statuo of lenry Cley was made by the eoleoratec
«ierican Seculptor Joll 2. Ha.., and was moulded Dy Lullexr
32 &unic&,;it‘c@az,apprﬁximateiy wBU,ulUG. The site on
<tnal Streed al the intorsection of L. Charles and
Soyzl Strests, ves selectsd in order that the ei'fect of
ci.avnat similar ronuient in lontroal, Canada, wvhich
8 coxmittiee had admired, migzat be schieved. Yhe o -

‘one was ieid “pril 12, 1858 on the 79th annivorsary
wenry lay's bDirthday. after being located ou tunis

G Ior 40 yeszrs the bronzs statue wio pomoved o La-
SRyeite Lsquare vhoro 1% staznds Covay. Unls move was nade
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agcodsary 1or the convenlence of trazsportation.

A . ) Y = k > & =
© Yuring the administration of mayor _suils, offorks wersg o

‘rade to improve the usthods of making up sssessment rolls,
a reform which did mueh towards ciseding up a bad situ-
ation. Keretofore the assessment of real estate oy the
cify was transeribing from a roll precared Dy state as~-

~ 80<301'S. With the result that it abounded with orrors.

Property, in many cases, was assessed ’n the nanc of the

in the springfbr 1855 a new fire oriinance ;rovided

thnt firemen should be paid. Uatil chat date the service

was votntary, it was considered an insult to offer vay

. - for the performance of what was regarced a social and
. civic duty. 4Yhe Vity Govermment encouraged by the in-
- surance companies, was not averse to seecing the volunteer
~fire departments disband. ~

~ General Lewis stood high in lasonic 2onors. He became
a thirty-third degree Scottish kite lason on February :
16, 1855 and held this degres longer than any other nmem-

- ber of the Kasonic order-in this State, up to that tize.

- He dled Hay 15, 1886 at the age of 86. The last rites
were held from the family residence, 529 Chartres Straeet
and he was buried in the St. Vincent Je Pa emetery.
Ke was survived by threse sons, Alfred John and Thomas,
and three daughters, Salvadora, married to Lr. Thos. J.
Voau, Henrietta and Loulse, children by a sscond map-
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August 1, 1994

To Whom it May Concern:

In 1972, I purchased from John Graham, a California collector (Oakland California) (California
Brake and Clutch Co.) owner of same; a first model Le Mat revolver, serial number 88, with its Qriginal
flap holster. The name “General John Lawson Lewis, CSA,” was written on the inside of the holster’s
flap.

I believe from the style of print and age of same in appearance that General Lawson’s name was
written on the holster during its initial period of use.

Le Mat number 88 with its holster, was found in an old safe in Atanta, Georgia, many years ago.

I sold Le Mat number 88, with its holster, to Mr. William Albaugh in late 1975 or carly 1976.
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. . , Sworn by Ron Bridges 5
Abete Jprevicro /54

ALICE SPROVIERO
NOTARY PUBLIC OF NEW JERSEY

My Commission Expires Sept. 27,1998
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