i Firearms Division
cﬂ“ lnuus“"es 150 Huyshope Avenue
Hartford, Connecticut 06102
203/278-8550

January 22, 1975

Mr, Robert 6. Cox, M.D.
8304 S§. Svcamore
Palestine, Texas 75801

Dear Dr. Cox:

Reference is made to vour letter requesting historical infor-
mation on Colt Hew Line Revolver, serial number 3014.

Upon researching our records, we located the information listed
below which describes this arm as originally shipped from the
Colt factory in 1886.

Caliber: 41/e R.F.
Rarrel length: Hot 1listed
Finish: Nickel & Gold
Tyve of stocks: Pearl

Factory éngraved: Yes

Shipped to: Werton & Cooke
Address: Not available
Pate of shipment: Mareh 19, 1886
Humber of same type fire-

arms in this shipment: 1

We trust the information supplied above will be of interest.

Sincerely,

M, 8. Huber
Hiztorian

M&H/szc

A division of the Colt {ndustries Operating Corp
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( * 9- ‘/’év»'d/(}/i/é/ HISTORICAL CONSULTANT FOR COLT'S PATENT FIRE ARMS COMPANY

27 LAKEWOOD CIRCLE NORTH - MANCHESTER, CONNECTICUT 060640 WS A « TEL 203 646 -1648

SAMUEL COLT PRESENTS (1361

ARMS COLLECTION OF COLONEL COLY 1usd:
ARMY REVOLVERS & GATLING GUNS (156847

LoD NIMSCHRE, FIREARMS ENGRAVER (1565)
HAT MASTERSON, LAWMAN OF THE WEST {(1968)
TrE BEVGLUTION OF THE COLY (18671

THE RAMPANT COLY 11969}

COLT COMMEMORATIVE FIREARMSE (tgs®)

THE GOLDEN BPIKE (1569

Ao AL WHITE ENGRAVERS, (RC. (10891

THEODORE ROOBEVELT ~ QUTDOCHEMAN 11870
THE SQUK OF COLT FIREARMS (1371}

WHALES AND WHALEMEN; SCRIMEHAW AND SCHIMSHANDERS (EDITOR, 1871}
TWINCHESTER FIREANMS ENGRAVING (15727

THE COGLT COMMEMORATIVE (EDITOR, QUARTERLY JOURMALY
June 15, 1972

ANTIQUE ARMS ANMUAL (EDITORY

Dr Robert G. Cox
804 S. Sycamore
Palestine, Texas 75801

Dear Bob:

I am enclosing the documenting letter and the revolver and leather holster, covering
the New L.ine 41 caliber engraved pistol, serial #5014,

This is the scroll style currently known as "Gustave Young' of the cartridge period.,
The execution is excellent, with coverage on the barrel, cylinder, frame, and grip
straps. It appears that holster wear has worn down the cylinder somewhat, although
the engraving is quite visible.

Finish of nickel plating, with pearl grips.

I have not yet obtained the Colt factory letter; being quite busy and unable to check it

out as yet by personally going into the factory. If I can find it myself, I will see that
the letter is sent off to you right away. But rather than wait, here is everything alse,

Price on this postpaid at $395, complete.

With best regards,

Sincerely, /

R Wilson
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% C% %% HISTORICAL CONSULTANT FOR COQLtT S PATENT FIRE ARMS COMPANY

27 LAKEWOOD CIRCLE NORTH * MANCHESTER, CONNECTICUT 06040 U, S A * TEL 203 646 -1648

SAMUEL COLY PRESENTYS (1961

ARMS COLLECT'ON OF COLONEL COLT 1963
ARMY REVOLVERS & GATLING GUNS (1984}

L. D, NIMSCHKE, FIREARMS ENGRAVER (19657
BAT WASTERSON, LAWMAN OF THE WEST (1986)
THE EVOLUTION OF THE CGOLT (1967}

THE RAMPANT COLT (1869)

COLT COMMEMORATIVE FIREARMS (1969

THE GOLDEN SPIKE (19687

A 4. WHITE ENGRAVERS, 'NC. 1989)

THEQDORE ROOSEVELY = QUTDOORSMAN (197D
THE BOOK OF COLT FIREARMS (1971}

WHALES AND WHALEMEN: SCRIMSHAW AND SCHIMSHANDERS {(EDITOR. 19711

June 8, 1972

De

The Colt New Line revolver which you have just purchased (serial #5014) was used
by my father, James F. Havens,during his 35 years of service with the Hartford
City Police Department (c. 1890-c. 1925). He carried the gun in his pocket while
on duty. In those days the police had to supply their own guns, and as a result the
variety of firearms was considerable,

Being a diminuitive 41 caliber snubnose pocket gun, his Colt New Line was a com-
fortable and convenient hideaway. He liked the pearl grips and the nickel plating,
the deluxe Factory engraving, and the fancy hand tooled holster. You can see how
the holster now form fits the gun, because of its being carried over so many years
in the pocket,

Due to the small size of the gun, my father took quite a bit of ribbing from fellow
officers — they used to say that the only thing he shot with it was a dead horse.

He was 8'2" tall and weighed 235 pounds; so the pistol was almost like an orna-
ment. He told us: "I carry this gun due to regulations; but have never used it

to fire, and never expect to.," I remember one day at home when he pulled the
pistol and holster out of his pocket and put it on the dinner table! We were all

a bit shocked, as he was careful usually to keep these items away from children's
hands.

As children we never touched the gun, and we never saw him load or unload it. He
probably carried it empty. In those days he could rely on his fists and night stick

for protection. How times have changed!

Yours sincerely,

&M;c. 7, y S S

George F. Havens




Courtesy of the U.S. Micary Acadesy Library

James Wasson as a Military Academy cadet

“¢[t is to be hoped that these cadets who . . . are soon to graduate
and become officers of the army, will never again place themselves in
any situation which may be discreditable to them or require the voice of
authority to remind them of thejr duty as officers and gentlemen.*9

Secretary of War William W. Belknap, June 187
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“Recreant to Hijs Trust”

The [)if's;u_);.)()intinq Career of Major James R. Wasson

' By Roger ‘D. Cunningham

- e

State Penitentiary at Lansing. Convict 2984 was a
thirty-six-year-old man, who stood just over 5 feet, 10
inches, in height and had a light complexion, light hair, and light
blue eyes. His occupation was listed as “'soldier,” and a later

O n 8 July 1883 a new prisoner signed into the Kansas

Army Blue to Cadet Gray ,
James R. Wasson was born in western Ohio in January
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Prinsed twvrtarions 1 the summer damees af the Military dvadeney in 1870

carvied the nanes of  Frodersck Grandt, famer Wavion, and ather cadofs

James Wasson's performance as a
soldier impressed his first company
commander, Capt. James A. Dunagan,
coough to offer o recommend him
to take an examination for the Unie-
ed Stares Military Academy ar Wese
Point, New York, With the war sull in
progress, Wasson declined his captain’s
offer, explaining, that he would net
iy down his musket until the rebel-
lion was over. e evidently hked whar
he had seen of milicary service, how-
ever, because after returning to lowa
he secured an academy appointmenr
from his congressman and  entered
West Porne in 1867, Six other
who eventually graduared  with

men
fiim
had also served i the war, including

two who had alrendy worn shoulder
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straps—Ceorge B. Duvis, who had
been o second leatenant in the Tst
Massachusetrs Volunteer Cavalry, and

John M. Webster, a 197th Ohio Volun-

reer Infantry subultern wha entered the
academy in 1866 but hud been “rurned
back” ro the class of 18717
Since s establishment in
the military academy had developed
into one of the leading engincering and
scientific schools i the United States,
As both soldiers and civiltans, its more
than 2,100 graduates had helped lay the
groundwork for the nation’s growth.

During the Civit War, hundreds of

West Pointers served wirh distinetion
as otheers in borh the Union and Con-
tederare Armies, Twerty-two of those
who served with the Hnon eventuallv

1802,

recenved the Medal of [Honor, OF ¢
977 graduates from the clisses herae
1833 and 1861 who were alive as t
war hegan, almost e out of 1y
(638) wore blue during the rebellic
Their overall performance and 1l
domination of the US. Armys hi
command  convinced  the academ
leaders that they had developed an «
tective institution.

The war had caused West Poi
to abandon its short-hved Ave-ve
academic program i 1867, when
gradusited two classes and restored t
four-vear program of studics thar h
been introduced by Bver, Maj Svlvan
Thayer in 1817, A new curric alum we
into ctfect in 1867, bur mathemat
(which caused most academic fulie
scienve, and engineering courses co
nnued ro dominate, accounting t
1,125 (63 pereent) of the 1,775 poir
used to determine a cadets order
merir. Stricter entrinee requiremes
applied to the classes entering, W
Point between 1866 and 1870 fowen
the overall acadenie failure’ rute
about 30 percent trom almost 30 pe
cent during the war. Fully two-thir
of the 55 men who entered the wew
emy with Wasson graduared, althoug
four of them were turncd buck to ¢!
nexr class.’

Waisson's
when he entered the academy had he
only that which “a littde Western s
trict school” could provide, bur whe
he graduated in June 1871 he rank
first 10 his tortv-one-man class’s od

awademic preparatic

of mertt and was one of the tour cid
captains comnunding the compam
rhat comprised the cadet battalon. I
“plebes” (treshme
most of the Arst classmen {senon

MUStrearing  two
had lost all of thetr priviteges and he
conhned to campus from 10 Janua
1871 until Seevetary of War Will,
W. Betknap finadly released them
restriction in early June, just aoweek b
tore graduation, Despite this epiao
the Arvmy and Nuzy Journal print
a report that called the class “oac

the very best, as far as s study ¢
cord wis concerned, which ever grad

ated " e deseribed Wisson s 7 ve



fine-lnoking tellow physically, being
rall, well proportioned, and as straight
as an arcow.” One of Wasson's good
friends was PFrederick D, Grant, son
of President Ulysses 5. Grant {(Class
of 18431 and onc of cight members of
the class of 1871 who needed five years
toy graduate. Wasson reportediy helped
Fred with his studies, thus endearing
himselt to the Grant family. Along
with two other classmates, he and Fred
were commisstoned in the 4th Cavalry,
which was then tighting Indians i
Texas. Twenty men from the Class of
1871 entered the cavalry, while twenty-
one became infantry officers.”

James Wasson's  military  career
lpoked promising as he left his “rock-
bound highland home” for the last
time. Before proceeding to his Arst
assignment, he spent the beginning
of his graduation leave at the popular
seaside resort of Long Branch, New
Jersey, where he vacationed with Fred
Grant and the other members of the
First Family at their cottage. On 23
June President Grant wrote from Long
Branch to Horace Capron, his com-
misstoner of agricalture, recommend-
ing Wasson to him. Capron, who had
commanded an Ulinots cavalry regi-
ment during the Civil War, had within
the previous year met and  traveled
around the United States with Kuroda
Kivotaka, the Japanese general whose
forces had crushed the last opposi-
fion to the new retorm government of
the young Japanese  Emperor Mey
on the northern istand of Hekkaido.
With President Grant's approval, Cap-
ron had contricted with the Japanese
government to lead a team of ox
perts to introduce modern agriculrural
and industrial practices to Hokkatdo.
Grant’s letter discussed Capron’s de-
parture from Washington and rhe im-
portance of the work ke would be
doing. e suggested to Capron that
i he had not ver selected all of the as-
aistants who would accompany him to
Tapain. he should consider Wasson, Al
though rhe recent cracduate had an ob-
lwation to provide four niore vears of
the War Departient
fad o <hortage of Anmy othcers and

iy senvice,

Cronerad Grant and His Family, 1867, by William 17 Crgsawetl,
with Frederick Grant standing at center wedr

vach vear allowed some West Pointers
to resign therr comnissions early. As
proof of Wasson's meliectual accom-
plishments, Grant pointed out that he
had entered West Paint “without any
schooling after he was 16 . and
graduated head of his class m almost
cvery branch of srudics, and very far
ahead in the general average.” Grant’s
strong endorsernent, however, failed to
convinee Capron to emplov Wasson on
his Four-man teanm.”

Japanese Interlude

President Grant nevertheless en-
Abled Wasson to vis Japan by hav-
g the adjutant general wive the new
officer <y months leave hevond his

graduation leave, which would expire
on 30 September; permission to draw
four months advance pay; and orders
to report ta May. Gen. John M. Scho-
field, who commanded the Diviston of
the DPacific from beadquarters i San
Francisco. Four other recent Military
Academy graduates also asked the War
Diepartment for six to nwelve months’
feave and permission “to go bevond
the seas.” First L Henry H. €. Dun-
woody, an 1866 West Pomt graduate
and a tellow Towan, sought his seven-
month leve to accompany the Capron
commission and “avail himselt of any
opening i civil engineertng that may
offer.” Second Lt James TL fones, class
of 1868, wanted to sce Japan, Ching,

7
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and Tndia, and was willing to give up a
vear's pay o do i, while 2 2d Las. Rach-
ard T Poillon and William R. Hoag,
hoth clissmates of Wasson, wanted 1o
see the world, On 1 *"um’m;t the five
lieutenants, along with Capron and
his commission, sailed on the monthly
steamer o Japan, with Wasson bearing
dispatches tor Rear Adm. John Rodg-
ers, who commanded the LS. Navy's
Astatic Squadron from his Hagship, the
UISS Colorads®

Charles E. De Long, the American
minister to Japan, rt';mrttd the safe
arrival of Capron’s party and the five
Jieutenants to Secretary of Stare Flam-
ilon Fish in September. Dunwoody
was apparently not alone in seeking
foreign  employment oppormunities.
Letrers that Fish and other Amer-
ean officials had provided Wasson,
Diunwoody, and some of their associ-
ates convinced De Long to ignore the
clause in his diplomatic instructions
that he should “recommend no citizen
of the United States for any position
under the government 1o which lhe
was] aceredited.” Instead the mimster
chose “to aid them somewhat.” Was-
$O1L, 10 APPEArs, managed o arrange for
furure employment.”

Wasson swore his second |
ant’s oath of office in late October
before the Amernican consul in Kana-
;;zzw;x just south of Tokyo, and sailed
hack to the United States from nearby
Yokohama the following month, bear-
g retuen dispatches from Raxtifrm
tny Sevrerary of the Navy George AL
Rui‘ Fueeiy. ‘k%j&xmn
Bellnap in December 9
Ji’!*ﬂz"k'&:f E"l%‘»‘{: U{ .}sﬁ,‘?{*ﬁx’iﬁ Jf}{% fe¥
eltective 1

L’i}ffﬁ’l”

wWrote  SecTetary

apply for
ten-

Tuly

Fonire

dey his resignanon,
1872, By that date cach of the
Beutenants who accompanied Was-
son to Japan in 1871 had returned o
military duties in the Unieed Srates.
Dunwoody would uinm arely serve six
Armys assstant chiet

ers as the 3
sigra officer and retire ws @ rrigadier
coneral”

Hetore
Wasson rerurned

th the pieture given e of

P resigin
e Vfti;%,‘ez';,
mmpressed wi

7;%&’ g‘ﬁi!“"l\\ A TRAINS AR TAE R B! witieTr wits

8 Army History Winter-Spring 2004

said to be going on in this country.”
He raught mathematics, surveying,
and English for one vear begmning
n \Luxh 1872 ara school established
by the Hokkaido Colonization Office
(Azzym&mbz? and then spent another
year as surveyor-in- -chief for that of-
fice. He also assisted Capron commis-
sion member AL G, Warfield iy vari-
ous civil engineering projects. Wasson
was assisted in his surveving duties
by Lt Murray 5. Day, an American
naval officer on extended leave, and
their services were greatly apprccms:‘i
by General Kuroda, who was now the
Kaitakushi's deputy < In larwe
1873 Kuroda sent the two Americans
gifts of crepe and silk k. Hlokkaido (also
knawn as Yeso or Yezzo) was Japan's
last undeveloped ishand, and maore
than three-fifths of the 78 foreigners
employed there by the Kuaitakusht be-
rween 1871 and 1882 were Americans,
This has led one modern historian to
speculate that the Japanese may have
viewed Americans as best qualzhcd for
Flokkaido service owing to the United
States's experience with frontier ex-
pansion and development.”
Virtually isolated {mtii American
Commodore Matthew C. Perrv's 1853
visit, Japan under the young Fmptwt
Meiji was eager to shun old-fashioned

dhirector.

ways and catch up with the West,
The Meiji government was emploving
hundreds of pyator gatkokigin (*hired
forcigners”), who provided the neces
sary expertise for s modermzation
efforts, By 1874 there were some 500
well-paid vatot (slang foor “hired hands™
ntry, @ heavy major-

throt w?z:m? the 0o
ity of
Americans comprised about 18 percent
M. wmy of the foreigners

whern were Drinsh or French

of the total
w{,st promifent i their fields, and

eir combined m“mm soon exceeded
of the government’s budget.
TrRIningy
s citizens, I 1968

Vs P 3 g
[lnited Srates for per-

SOUg thie overseas

2 percent
fapan abso

Gpnort siries for
ir had asked the

seudents to

eed to the

request. P

O G FURS Y

vears tater Dunzo Marsumura became

the Arst Lapanese pon to gradoate

from Anmapolis. In 1872, however, t

House of Representatives, appaien

more fearful of sharnng the lessons
land warfare, rejected a sumilar fay
nese request to gnroll up to six studes
at West Point. '

In April 1874 Wasson obstained
opportunity to use his military edic
tion when he was appointed as t
Tmperial fapanese Army's chiet en
neer. A month earlier Wasson had d
cussed transterring trom the Karnads
to the Japanese Army with Char
W LeGendre, an
to the Japanese Mimstry of Fore
Affairs, LeGendre wis a French nat
who had led the 51st New York Vi
anteer Infantry in the American [
War, received the status of a volunt
brevet brigadier general, and served
the American consul at Amoy (rxda
Xiamen?, across the Tanwan Strait tr
Formosa { Tabwant, Wasson had n
LeGendre that he woukd
a smaller salary than he was recen
fronn the Kairakushi and that he sho
receve the rank of colonel, \’V"iwm I3
ANy w

Ameroan dve

IO e

spent his one vear as a s
and leutenant on leave, so o estabd
thatr it was not pmmmpmnm ot b
to request that rank, he ;t«w%&u tt
the governor of lowa had offered b
4 milita eolonelev before he st
working in Japan. He further chua
that he had subsequenty been offes
A1 SPPOTTINILY to serve the khedive
Favpr as a colonel or lieutenant vo
nel of engineers but had preterred
rermain in Japan. Wasson's apporntm
as the Japanese Army's chiet engn
the rank he B Wi

rained that he consented

carried S0t
bater o
the transfer from the Kaitabushn o

Army “because [he| hoped that m

Jatter place [he] would be able to n
der more important service than o
other,” but he also probuably forurnid
3 L0

freancial rewards artractive -

vod

one vear of service as a colonel, pand

maonthiv aned ann Wi
e 1R ven
The

ERR LT A R

LITETE,

BRI
defabiiisd




had done seven vears before, when
the shipwiecked crew of the Ameri-
can bark Rscer was murdered there
Gee sidebar). The Japanese, however,
also contamplated colonizing part of
the iand once the area had been
subducd. The Formosy Fxpedition of
1874, which represented Japan's tirst
magor military excursion since @ disas-
trous formy against Korea in the lare
sivteenth ventuny, unolved more than
3,000 swnur From the southern ishand
of Kvushu under the command of L.
Gen. Saigo Tsugumichi. The opera-
tion was designed to punish Formosa's
Botan tribesmen for murdering fifey-
tour shipwrecked fishermen from the
Ryukvu Ishands in December 1871,
Afrer Japan annexed the Ryukyus in
1873, Japan's mibtary demanded the
right to punish the Formosans.™

To assist their effores, the Japanese
engaged two Amenican officers—Lt
Comdr. Douglas R. Cassel, wha, dur-
ing a vears leave from the Asiatie
Squadron, was made a captain in the
Japanese Navviand Wasson, who “was
engaged to wuperintend the construc-
ton of Aeld worle, should such become
ncccwar.\" at any e Farmer Ohio
Congressman John A Braghanm, the
rew SNmencan smster 1o Lapan and
a dedicated advovare of puace, strongly
pratested the Aniencans” imvolverment
in the operation, as well as Japan’s rental
of a Pacific Mail Steamship Company
vessel, the Mew York, Bingham success-
fully detained the ship, hut Cassel and
Wassorn gnored the minister’s Protests
and, atter a minor delav, sailed on 27
April trom Nagasaki on the Nepan/
with o advinee party of about 160
men. oo detter o LeGendre, Was-
son wrote that he did not “recognize”
Binchans right o mrerfere with me
iy thie hganeas™

During the vovage 1o Farmosa
MWason gave wynals traming 1o 4 se-
Jeor wroup of otheers and men, and he
tound that he could transimit messages
m fapanese as castlv s in English. The
Nepaad stapped o Aoy to secure an
nterpreser and somall Lasdimg bouts and
Buallv reached Formosss Fiang Ko

Bav on 6 Moy Cassel assumed charge

Jiunzo Matsumura, an 1873 U8, Nawal Academy
graduate, as a cadet midshipman

of the advance party, and he and Was-
son went ashore to scdect a campsite
suitable for 3,000 men about a4 mile
notth of the village of Stliao. The neat
day Wasson ok + small party of Japa-
nese ashore o mark out the camp and
trace the boundarics of fortifications,
whnch hired locals later constructed for
them. ™

On 10 May 400 more Japanese
troops fanded on the southwestern voast
ot Formosa, and five davs Lizer expedition

icaders met with Chiet s, the head of

the sland’s sixteen southern tribes, Cap-
ran Cassel assured Tssa that he should
nor regatrd the Japanese as enemies be-
vanse his tribes had not been involvad
- murdering che Ryvukvuan muimers.

Cassel told him, however, thar unless
the Botans turned over the mwurderers
and beggred to be pardoned, the Japanesc
would "rmurch into their country . 1o
destroy their villages, lav their country
waste and exterminate their people.” sy
said that the Botans were not under his
control and the Japanese could punish
thent as thev wished.”

On 22 May Genera Suigo arrived
with more troops. The Japanese then
tought the Botans and their allies, the
Kussikuts, i the Battle of Stone Door
($hid-men. ahso ranshired as Stone Gute).
Sixreen ot the aborigines were killed, and
many more were wounded. The fapanese,
who lost ool sin dead, were quite prowd
ol their victory, Wasson observed that
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“no troops could have behaved betrer
or with greater gallantry.” A week and
a4 half later, a 1,200-man force, equally
divided among three columns, attacked
Stone Door again. Two of the columns
destroyed the Botan and Kussikut vil-
fagzes, and Wasson wrote that “all that
remained of these dangerous tribes
were panic stricken fugitives, hiding
in the mountains.” After the troops
returned to their cump about 3 June,
active operations ceased. '

On 1 July a Chinese gunboat fand-
cd a messenger trom IJ Henderson,
the new American consul at Amoy,

Avenging the Rov

apan’s 1874 punitive expedition

against the aborigines of Formosa

had a precedent. The United States

had launched a similar, though less
successful, expedition seven years ear-
lier. pra

In March 1867, after the crew of
the American bark Rover was ship-
wrecked off the island’s southern coast,
local inhabitants murdered them. On 7
June Rear Adm. Henry H. Bell, com-
manding the U.S. Asiatic Squadron,
sailed from Shanghai, China, to For-
mosa with two warships, the Hartford
and the Wyoming. His mission, in the
words of Secretary of the Nayy Gideon
Welles, was “to destray, if possible, the
lurking-places of the band of savages.”
Five days later, the expedition reached
the Formosan port of Takao, where it
added several civilians, including an
interpreter and the British consul.!

On 13 June, after the two ships
anchored off the southwestern coast of
the island, Comdr. George E. Belknap,
the Hartfords skipper, led a 181-man
landing party of sailors and marines
ashore. “The savages, dressed in clouts
and their bodies painted red,” Secre-
rary Welles later reported, engaged the
Americans as they marched several
miles into a high range of hills, and
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carrying warning letters to both Cas-
sel and Wasson that advised them not
to participatc in any hostile actions
against the Chinese, who were contem-
plating milirary action to support their
claim to Taiwan. Later that month
malaria struck the Japanese troops on
Formuosa, and the discase would even-
tually kill more than 550 of them.
Wasson left the island in mid-August,
however, before the epidemic reached
its peak, and he recovered relatively
quickly. Tn October Minister Bingham
demanded that Wasson not return to
Formosa, expressing concern that to Jo

1"-

Lt. Comdr. Alexander S. Muackenzic,
cirea 1865

Lt. Comdr. Alexander S. Mackenzie
was killed by musket fire. Although
suffering greatly from the heat, the
exhausted column managed to burn
several native huts before returning
to their ships. The fleet surgeon re-
ported that fourteen men were “sun-
struck,” four dangerously so. Admiral
Bell decided that there was little
point in sending the force ashore
again, so the next day he returned to
Takao, where he buried Mackenrie 1n
the garden of the British consulate.

Conrmy of the Nagal Historical Center

so would violate American neutrali
Bingham's concerns, however, We
overcome by events as Japanese W
Chinese negotiators in Peking, 4
sisted by Thomas Wade, the Brin
mimister to China, managed to set
the Sino-Japancse dispute. The o
Asian powers signed an agreeme
at the end of Octaber under whi
the Chinese taaitly acknawledg

Japanese suzermnty ovey the Ryuk

Tstands and paid an indemniry, wh
the Japanese agreed fo withdr:
from Formosa, the punitive aspect
their mission accomplished. Gener

On 19 June the expedition retur
to Shanghai.’

Commander Mackenzie’s ol
brother, Ranald (1840-89), also gai
fame in the U.S. military. After gr
uating first in the West Point ¢
of 1862, he served valiantly dw
the Civil War as an engineer and
commander of an artillery regim:
a brigade, and a cavalry division
the Army of the Potomac, earn
a brevet promotion to major get
al of volunteers. General Ulysses
Grant “regarded Mackenzie as the
promising young officer in the arm
The War Department assigned Jai
Wasson and Frederick Grant to
4¢h Cavalry, commanded by Cole
Mackenzie, when they gmduated t1
the Military Academy in 1871. Ma
enzie and his regiment would gai
reputation for audacity and succes
combat with Indians in the West.

NOTES

1. Report of the Secretary of the Nawy, U
cember 1867 {Washington, D.C., 1867 p. 5

2. Thid., pp. 55-56. For more dewtils on ¢
punitive expedition, see Roger D.C usmingha
“Avenging the Rover,” Pull Together, no.
{Fall/Winter 200320041, pp. +-6.

3. Ulysses 5. Granr, Perignal Memon <
{1 S Grant, 2 vols. (New York, 1BRS-86%, 25



Satgo's expedition returned to Japan
i carfy December.”

FEmperor Meip personally thanked
Wasson for s contributions to the
Formosa expediton and later decorat-
ed b with the newly created Order

of Merie tater renamed the Order of

the Rising Sur), The government adso
attered monetary rewards to both Was-
sonaned Cassell Ticutenant Dy bund
taken over the surveving position that
\\';xrmnn had held on Hukkuido, YR} ti'n.’
Latter was considering other employ-
ment options as the expiration of his
cne-vear tour of duty with the Japanese
Artov approached. In February 1873
Wisson intormied LeGendre that, to
avord having 1o purchase foreign ar-
nrments, Japan should build under
his supervision a small “manutactory”

tor acres and ammunition, capable of

producing 100 nfles per dav. Hle told
LeGendre, T 1 could accomplish this
work[L ] Lcould leave Japan .. L in two
or three vears with the teeling
that T had done some lasting good to

m emplovers™

It s not known what became of

Wasson's proposal, bur in October be
reentered academe, joining the faculty
ot the Imperial University of Tokyo as
& il engineenng professor. He may
have et with Beeo Mai Gen, Emory
Uipran during s suommer visit to Japan
ta stusdy the orgamzation of ity anmy.
Upton had graduated from West Poine
e 1861, performed brilliantly in the
Coal Wars and subsciuently become
the Armvs premier tacrivian. In 1873
he was traveling around the warld
gv the semor member of a three-of-
freer delegation sedving the armies of
Asiand Europe for General William
1 Sherman, the Armvs commanding
senerad. Upton had retarned o Wes
Pomt s commuandant of cadets and
mstructor of tacoes during Wasson's
senor vear, and, because the swo men
were avquamnted. Upton would prob-
abhy e sought Wisson's ahservations
o the progress o the Lipanese Arm's
mendortanon. Uoron was certanly
wpressed with that progresss and he
Latar eenarked o b ok 7Aoo
st et cnned Prorape 7 he sadden truansd

Medut of the Japanese Ovder
of the Rusing Sun

tion of fapan trom ancient to modern
civihzation, which will ever be the
marve] ot history, s nowhere more

conspicuous than i the army. ™

Paymaster
In spite of his successtul career in

Japan, Wiasson evidendy missed  the

Uinited States, as well as the prolession
ot arms. As the mation celebrated gts
cearennial, the poror reportedly called
apon his fricndship wirh e Col Fred
Grant to enlist his aid 10 rejoining
the Armv s o pavimaster. Fred's tam-
v conaections had certainly assisted
his own military carcer. After tuking
a dengthy deave in Europe untif No-
vember 1872, the president’s son, who
had graduated thirty-seventh 0 his
oman el fnallv reporred o the
Hh Cavddey o Fore Grthn, Teaas,
DPecember of that vear. Nootfiver was
\nmmxc‘gl ta be eligable for sttt Juty
antil bie had served an feast thiee vears

i a fine regiment, but to please Firse
Lady Julia Grant, Lt. Gen. Philip 11
Sheridan, commander of the Division
of the Missouri, selected her son in
March 1873 to serve as his aide-de-
camp. Grunt's wmporary promotion to
feld rank came with the statt position,
which he held unnl just betore he lett
the Army i 1881, Otheers enduring
lengthy assignments at isolated West-
ern posts resented the easier and mare
civilized hfe that staff officers enjoved,
but as one major frankly admirted, the
line otheer tended “to look ro the seaft
as the bighest object of his ambition

.. the only outlet wherehy he can
ever come in contact with his country-
men, relatives and triends,™

[n Scptember 1876 President
Grant appointed Wasson as an Ay
pavmaster with the rvank of mujor.
Wasson would fill a vacaney caused
by the recent death of Muj. Augustus
H. Seward, son of former Secretary
of Stare Willium L Seward. When
President Grant saw the notice of Ma-
jor Seward’s death in the newspaper,
he immediately instructed his new sec-
retary of war, James D, Caumeron, to
appoint Wisson to “prevent pressore
tor applicants tor the vacunt place.”
Grant had already carned a reputation
for appointing friends ro public othce,
and the unethical conduct of several
appointees, ncluding payotts thar led
to the resignation and inpeachment of
Secretary of War Belknap, had embar-
rassed the president.?

Wasson, who had marred Min-
ister Bingham's twenty-four-vear-old
duughter Muarie in July, accepted his
November
1976, while he was seill in fapan. Bing-

mijor’s  conumission 1
ham enclosed bis son-in-lawS erter
of acceptance with his own missive o
President Grant expressing his “gratce-
tul thanks for the appomtment.” The
mimster then wrote powertul Ohio
Semator John Sherman, and five weeks
later Sherman intormed Bingham that
thie
appomtment. To fanoary 1877 Fh D

Senate hud contirmed Wassons

Sheppard, & tormer American consal
i Chimg natormed Bingham, o old
ramaly friend, that, when he ner with



the president, Grant told him that “he
reganled Wasson as one of” the nost
promising voung men m the country.”
The neve major clearly had a number of
very influential men looking out for his
best interests, ™

Wasson secured permission trom
the adjutant general, Brig. Gen. Ed-
wird 1) Townsend. to renmain at Tokyo
University until the asrival of Winhiekd
sentt Chaphing his successor. Chaplin
had graduared from West Pomnt in
IR70 nd briefly remained there as an
assistant anstructor of artillery tactics,
After serving for a vear at Fort Adams,
Rhodde  Island, he had resigned his
commission 4 foew months hetore Was-
son did and then worked for two years
as A professor of modern hinguages and
instructor of military seience at the
Maine College of Agricubture and the
Mechanie Arrs, now the University of
Mane. Chaphin would reach civil engi-
neering in Tokyo for eight vears.”

The Armyvs Pay Department was
part of the War Department seath,
Commanded by Brig. Gen. Benjamin
Alvord, it was a small but rank-heavy
orgamyzation that ted the Medicad De-
partment tor having the greatese num-
ber of authorized majors—Hffty pay-
masters, who were charged with dis-
bursing nubtary pav. Promotions cume
at aghacral pace tor the peacetime Ar-
my's stall corps of 2,151 officers, and
Wiisson's appointment as one ot only
242 majors i the Army pur im far
ahead of Wl bue one of his Wesr Point
classmates, Ot the thirty-five who were
seldl onactive duty, Wasson outranked
evervone but Frederick Grant. The rest
ot his classmates were stll subalterns,
and onlv g doven of them had become
first Ticutenants. Five of them would
not enjov their first promotion uonnl
the carly 1880, Of Wasson's aighreen
classmuates who achieved beld rank in
the Army atrer he did, mosr had
wart unnl the late 1890s, and tour did
ot piy on oak leawves unal the next
century, :

fo Febrary 1877 Paviaster Gen-
cral Mvndd asked the adjutant gemeral
1o plice Wasson on remporary dury
e Wakhimgron, 1.0, office,. A
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few months facer, after Wasson had
rurnied down a posting to Oregon that
would have muade it much easier for
him and his wite to visit her father in

J;np;m. the new payimaster was assigned

to the Department of Texas, Soldiers
were generdly paid every twao 1o three
months, but the Jong Jdistances i the
Lone Star Stare caused deliys of ap o
six months, In INTT ane paviaaster lett
San Aneoro with Tos clerk, eighreen

soldiers, wod severad wagons and team

aters amd spent Bve weeks complern
his fengrhy pay cireure, Five vears L
three pavimasters openiting out of S,
Antonio raveled cirants thae v
from 343 1o 1,372 miles. In 1876 5
the B

Fexags, and i

miflion was Jdisbursed 1o
sobdicrs stattoned i
\riny's prasroll mothe st contiens

to average more than ST oot
Al during the 188U
Sosbders l\rint‘ fo XTI recena

thes meager pay i paper "areenhuck



st fhi‘ gineerrimont &W?i;}gt,i ot re-

i

deem i epecie, and sutlers and fron-

¥§§,‘T' merchiants commonly disconnted
paper bills 1 relaton o gold o

alver coins. The faet that the politi

allv divided 44th Congress

.ip[vrn\!(f 4 military appropriatian be-

failed o

fore it adjourned in March 1877 lefy
Armv without any pay for more
than tour monrhs, causing even greater
francial ardships. This period was
i isttreult for othoers and rhe
not entitled o
the tree rations that soldiers received,

dependenes, who were

and the Wassons were no exception. In
February 1878 the paymasters uncle
had the wemerity 1o write President
Ruthertord B. Haves that the officer
was in “straightened circumstances” af
ter his expensive move fram Japan to
thie Ulnited Stares and wanted v secure
4 SO0 louan to see him through, The
gncle also wrote that Wasson was ™
seui’xie,; bew™ and destined “to make his

mrk”

During his sixoyears in the De-
partment of Texas, f\lxpt‘ Wasson was
one of four or five pavmasters who
rotated ATy several stattons, Fle was
fient postad 1 San Antomo, where his
VeRIngor i‘ﬂ'nt?‘u'x; (,}z;'urgt:, bBooune d
paverasters clerks James and Muaries
sor, Robert Biogham Wasson, wus
bearr 1 San Avronio during the sum
In fz»ui%“f"} Mujor Wis-
s moved his base of operations o
;\I"m}’ prost located
about twenty miles up the Rio Grande
rrorr the Gult of Mexieo, Rather than

acconrany by 1o this outy poat, where

iner af 1877

Fort Brown, an

fover was a real zi}é’ﬂ;%?i Nure

wir child %n“*'?ﬁg“-;f‘f‘x tor g‘igxm e

?g Minster Bingham, who was

1

stk charmed by his heele grandson,

Wisson acems 1o have amassed cone

; f
stderable debst

PREL the PRV RS-
Aty

OO0 residents, Al wd

b iis

Robert, however, did not rejotn him.™
Service 1n the Lone Star Stare had
not diminished the major’s mrerest in

_} ;;w;‘m where he probably hoped once

gain to earn additomal money as a pa-
10 and thereby cure his ndcbudmsx
as well as repoin his wife and child.
In December 1882 Wasson requested
a leave of absence of up to two years
so that he could accept a temporary
appolntment as an assistant to the

chiet of the survey department of the

Japanese government. Secretary of War

Robert T, Lincoln believed that such
an assignment required Congressional
consent. Therefore, just before the end
of the vear, during the Tame duck ses-
sion of the 47th Congress, Representa-
tive John AL Kasson, the lowa legislator
who had appointed Wasson 1o West
Potrntg; tried 1o assist b, Kasson, an
miternationalist who had recently spent
several years as minister to Austria-
Hungary, introduced a joint resolution

to authorize Wasson's absence. When
Pennsylvania. Congressman Samuel |,
Randall, a tormer speaker of the House,
questioned  this arrangement, Kasson
explained that Wasson was “one of the
officers whao have won credit for our
Government in what they have done to
cement the friends hig* between the two
governments apd peoples by develop-
ing civilization i thar country [ Ja-
pan}.” Indiana Congressman William
S. Holman nevertheless objected to the
consideration of Kasson's resolution
outside the regular order of business,

and it progressed no further.
To smuse himselt while stationed
i (};z'%vm?“v Wiasson bked o }‘z%;i@*

soker, and hz m;h IRE3 several gaRrves

I

b mad ted him with v gumbling debr

s annual

hase pfw of $2,500, The paymaster con-

cttfe his gambling
:

b with government funds and ;h{;n

ot §5 500-—rmore than twice b

cocted 4 scheme to s

o vover s emberzlement by felgnag

de he was onoa pay trip,

froearly My the press began o carny
of the erome. Wasson chimed
Spril while sleeping on a

west from Forr

from him near Sweetwater. Brig, Gen.
Christopher C. ‘ku'rm, commander of
the Department of Texas, expressed bis
confidence that the robbers would be
caught and the money secured.”
Major Wasson's amazing  story
soon unraveled, however, and on 8
May "quite a sensation was created in
San ,Xut.-,imu, when he confessed “thut
the whole rransaction was a fraud o
cover his short accounts with the Gov-
ernment.” General Augur iminediarely
notited both his immediate superior,
General Shendan, and the adjutant
general, Brig. Gcn Richard C. Drum,
of the paymaster's fraud. Wasson was
arrest at departmental
headguarters in San Antonio, and an

placed  under

otficer was dispatched to Galveston to
retrieve the money that he had hidden
there. After reminding its readers that
Wasson “had entree to the highest so-
clal cireles,” the Galveston [)z!’i“ Netws
reported thar “a grear deal of s;}*mpmhy
is expressed for the unfortunate man,
who has allowed a weakness to bring
disgrace upon his fair name.™™

On 16 May the Department of
Texas convenad a general court-muartial
o ey Mujor Wasson, bur the rridd did
not begin unnl 28 May, The pavinasees
then requested a turdher delay untl »

June,so that witnesses could be secured

o speak inhus detense. On thar dae,
he was charged with violuting two Ar
tiches of War-—the 60th {embezzlement)
and 615t (comduct unbecoming an otheer
and a gentleman}—and section 5488
of the Revised Statutes of the United
States {conversion of ;’Hz?‘em‘* PEIY T
othoer,

we of good order and

personal use by o dishursing
4

all to the pr

wadivary discipline. Seeming)
tant for has orome, Wasson ;?i seded
grley to all charges and s gw Teons,
except for violating the 61st f\ rticle of

\i\ bi:i‘

tsxgm;;:'{:wéfazz was distissal from the

ause the puaishment {m thur

servive. Hefore the §M ended, Captatn

Diinagzan, Wasson's first company com
andd another former soldier

erved with W

i,
tir Pl

triy Loy tesnfed 1o his chamicrer

;
PHYs SPHORL

E AL Dhshaell,
i3




Kanurs State Penitentiary st Lansing, cirea 1880

a physician from his hometown, cited
his “henevolent acts 1o his aged parents
in their Anancial diffculny” Durham
W Srevens, who had been the secrerary
at the Amnencan Jegation in Japan from
1873 1o 1882, restified that “Major
Wasson's character and services were
highty esteemed by all the Japanese
officials and  particularly the higher
anes under whom he wrved.” General
Augur also restified to the p;xymustcr‘s'
charaewer.™

O & and 9 June scveral more of=
ficers testihed on Wasson's hehalf, and
atrer a weekend recess By, Lt Col.
Charles M. Terredl, the &lcp;lrrmcnr's
chie pavmaster, eid that he had “re-
garded him asa tharoghly high toned
and honorable gcntlcmzm." All of these
aecolades, the fact that his friends re-
pard the missing money duriny, the
trial, and Wasson's awn lengthy wnt-
ren statement could 1ot dissuade the
iemibers of the court from findiog him
rusley of all vharges and speaificanions.

On 12 June, the rweltth anniversary of

the ;\.t}'z‘rx.xutz-r's graduation trom Wese
Patnt, thev sentenved him to distnssal
from the service of the Untted Seates
and nn[mscd 4 §2.000 fine, If he could
1ot aninediately the fine, he was
to be m'\[vrivmml 1t hand Labor annil he
dieh The nest day, however, onemems
ber of the vourt rcpnru-dly changed
ie i, snel @ new vote tnereased

Waissestis sentenee 1o diarissaland
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cighteen months imprisonment, with
the punishment to be published in two
newspapers in Galveston and mmereen
in lowa.™

On 14 June General Augur for-

warded the case through his chain of

command for the review of President
Chester A, Arthur, with a recommen-
datton from eight of the court's cleven
members that Wasson's “exceflent ansd
honorable service” and “previous wood
character” entitled lim o tavorable
consideration,
the case, however, the judye advicate
yeneral, Brig. Gen, David G Swaim,
rcporrcd ro Sceretary of War Linvoln
that he found the pmccc(lings, fined-
ings, and sentence “fullv justificd by the
aw and the facts” Uforunately for
Wasson, several recent cases ol officer

amsconduct had gcncmtcd 4 spate ul’

bad publicity for the Army, and these
ncidents pml’mbly comvineed  Arthur
that it would not be pohtic ally expedi-
ent for him o show lenienoy. Thus, on
26 Junce the president confirmed the
harsher sentence. The seeretary of war
Jirected thar the sentenee tike effedt
on 3 July 1883, and on that Jure Was-
son cuased to be an othicer. P con-
finement wis to be cerved ar the K
as Stare Penttentiary af {ansing. The
Galveston Dadly Nows reported, “11 was
.\grccd that in view ot the ,:m»rn:\(hmg
prcsidem’i;ll contest 1t woukd beom
prudent for My Arhar to exerese fus

In his legal review of

p;zrduning power n Whissom's favors
the face of his plea of UL
Major Wasson received the o
come that he deserved. and abtho
he did have a large circle of friends x
relatives who mppnrrcd hym, tew it
Fourth estate expended any kind wor
on his behalf, In a commentary <
titled “Justice for the Armw,” the A7
wed Navy Journal cited new allegato
chat Wasson had alo overcharged ©
government for teavel and tuel
misappropriated money altovared
clerical hedp. The Journad concludy
“The prompt approval of the senten
of Major Wasson will give the Army
assurance, which it very much needs 0
pow, that the mrerests of the Service o
to take precedence of the nterests W
the sympathies of individuals.” The N
york Times wrote: “Let the convicts »b
out and give place o better men, 1
i« what the best interests of the bt
wervice demand. [f these repeated war
ings are nat heeded, the morale ot o
army of the United Stares will vanil
In his annual report, Brig. Gen. W
liam B. Rochester, the Army’s pavnast
general sinee 1882, described Wisn
misuse of public Fards, observed that
prad reculred in his dismissal, and poimte
out: “No SVSTCm af accounnng, howe
purtect s il preventa corrupt offchd
from proving recreant to his orust.”

Convict 2984

Wisson was not sentenced to ST
his confinement at the military prise
at Fort Leavenworth hecause it was b
crowded. Esrablished i the winter
1874-75, the prison held 367 mmar
1 the end of June 1883, and Gene
Drum reporred that “hereased deoon
medations mst be prm*td«:d for as 1
a6 means can be abrained.” The milire
pri»’«nﬁ nates, nest ot whom b
heen confined for deserfion and thett b
1 bleak exastence, manufacnurmg b
anted hoes, amesses, brosms, vhaors, o
other artiddes for the Army, but
s convicts faced 4 even arumn
pr(v\lwcwavnrking iy the prisnnk “
e,

Built by comaat Labor, the kam

Giate Pententrary resembled e




eval, red sandstone castle. Te bad two
wings with o wral of 688 cells, and
withing i1s fen-acre pfimn vard there
were wagen, shoe, furniture, brarness,
and marble slab factories emploving
150 convicts, whose labor was paid for
by contract manufreturers. Just out-
side the prisons main wall was the
coal mine, whose 732-foot shuaft had
just been comp slered the vear before.
The nune mitadly employ ed more than
1030
tors caused the manufacturing Brms to

convicts, but as economic tace
reduce their requirements for convict
Jabor, additional prisoners were shifted
s the mine. Three hundred convicts
would be toiling underground by the
end of the decade.™

Lansing was managed according
ey the
the manner in which the New York
state prisorat Aubure was operated.

Auburn system, named for

Under this system convicts wmkmi
and dined tm;t:%hu but returned 1o
Al at might. Bel hind a door

haldf

vach cull was only

solitiry ce

made of fanch irop-bar lattice,
four feet by seven
feet by seven feet in size. Within the
cell’s confined space the authorities
provided a bed that folded down trom
walls 4 chairy 2 small tin bucket;

o washbasin,

the

nirror, and towel) a

hrooms and a Bible, Prisoners wore
Slack-and-white horizontally striped
uniforms and were required to man-
tain absolute silence and march single

Hie in o k%hip

Lansing had been accepting
federal telons since 1870, when
Secretary of War Belknap up-

cod Wharden Henry ngk?;z‘\?‘a

H
copgio=t pnat oy iilit SIY Y\{i«u%*i“ SO

the E,.}u*a;n‘%‘zm:s’sz ot
he confimed o has
pantiturioen, Dhis was g ;’n‘m‘%zt&?’%af

3
I 3
srrangoment for the wtate, as the

v odiem from

183

srisoners hrought ap

¥
the governme s Fursished

e ome oy

THEd

P
(S 15 u

The New York Times
wrote: “Let the
convicts step out and
give place to better
men. This is what the
best interests of the
military service
demand. If these
repeated warnings

are not heeded, the

morale of the army

of the United States
will vanish.”

offense): more than halt of the sen-

tenves were four VEUrs o Tess,
Wasson left San Antono

Kurnsas on 6 July 1883,

days later a large crowd was present

for

341 &i W

W""&tjt‘i he arrived at the Leavenworth
The

st 3 | physically impr wssive, and a lo-

Hroad statiorn, ;‘rf}wmwz‘ Wik

cal newspaper described him as "a

fing “épg‘%ﬁ;'if%f‘igi mar, straight as an
fodian,” who waouhd be considered
“arr intell Tred and shrewd
fhan By alavont CVeTy a,zz,‘zié‘iz shaerv-
£ Wasson was acenmpanied by one
otficer, 2d L Leorge T, Bartlert ot
the 3d Areitiory hred zz,iéxltixg(“

One of
the latrer was handeutfed to the
prisoner s right | hand, which “seemed

noncommissioned officers.

to annoy h;m very much.™

A military ambulance from Fort
Leavenworth then transported the five
men a few miles south ro Lansing, In the
penitentiary’s reception hall newly
appointed warden, Willlam . Jones,
met the group and extended w specal
welcome to Licutenant Bartlert, a tel-
lowe Kansan whont he had once known,
“Tt s
rot often we have a West Point cadet in
prison walls, and we will try and not be
too hard with you. 1 presume [you| will
be sorry to part with your moustache?”
After the prisoner replied in a “slightly
tremulous” voice that he would, Warden

Warden Jones informed Wasson:

Jones informed him that he could keep 1t

for at least one more day”

Before the new prisoner was us
corted away for his initial process-
ing, correctional authonties allowed a
from
to interview him. When the reporter
asked Wasson what he thc)ught of his
sentence, he replied thar he
signed to his fate. When asked whether
Fis trial had been wmpartial, he rep hed
that he had no reasor to complain.

reporter the Leavenworth Time

was -

Wasson indicated that since his trou
bles otficers
had treated Rim with voiform kind-
ness and courresy. He also reminded
the reporter thar all of the money he
had taken had been returned.’

had begun, his fellow

fett no
minds wh

The Leavenworth Times

dewsbt o s readers ¢ i

sroond i‘cfﬁ’;xz‘d;iw Wasson’ An

t
editorial entit ted “Give Them Their

f)i}t.:x“ thie

group of Army officers, some unnamed,

o
i by
newspaper mmentioned 3
who hud committed vanous transgress
siore but been allowed to resign m
hew of ProseCuiion.
“There w no desire

The Tiowes opined:

[ 4
to persecuts t these

offivers whoe have been g Frreng,
.

byt be puns

mistice deman whs that ?”u

¥
E;‘;ig’ [ ;iuivzl it

.
pahyed wthout corchuded

;
friat o pviost o
and true feor

?;:x‘;\' ot arrd Eii%‘f% ?,I'Ex 30 ¥

Yurk e
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Wiasson had written the Army Reliet

whiwh he belonged,
requesting that benefits be paid o his
wife, but thar the organization refused
o o this, Mune and their son Robert
continued to Tve with Minister Bing-
ham in Japan, and, although James
never divorced,

Assocition, to

and Marie apparently
they seem to have remained apart for
Waisson was un-
doubtedly relieved by the fact thar hus
West Paint educarion enabled him to
avord working in the prison’s coal mine,

the rest of their hves.

where sevenreen of the military pris-
oners toiled. The warden determined
thut anly Wasson and two other mili-
tary prisoners had “goad” educations,

which carned them the lighter tasks of

clerking, ralloring, and “gencral work.”
Wiasson's duties ultimately  expanded
bevond mere clerking. 'l [he Avmy and
Nawvy Reguster veported  that “he did
very viluable work in the engineering
department during his confinement in
surveving coal grounds and superin-
tending the prcwm system of water-
works at the prison.” * Because Wasson
caused no problems, two months were
subtracted from his original sentence,
and he was shated ro be discharged on
3 Noverber 1884,

About midway through Wasson's
mearceration the New Yord Times re-
parted that his frends had been “ex-
tremely active” inoseeking his par-
don. This process actually began two
days bcfbn* Wasson's  court-martial
adjourned, when Minister Bingham
petitioned §nfm<‘:r President Grant,
relying upon [his] generous nature
aned [his] umiform kindnes” o use
hehalf.
rer 1o President

his “gond otfioe w7 o Wassans

Crant forwarded the let
Arthur, who evidently ignored it From

the end of 1881 oaward, scores of

ather converned atizens wrote Acthuy
These included
1 R, Sherman,
Cyrus O, Car-

S isgif?m of the Towa

sy Wassan's behalf
Towa's governor, Burer
and %Ev’*'z?ssf
penter (14

SUPTCTTC

LOVETTIOT
o ?i{? members of the

Towa General Assemblbyy ol 4 senators

i!?ié

coneressinen from fowa

gowith the

S of the 11 offtcers who had sar on
Wasson's court=-muartial;
the Kansas State Penitentiury’s Board
of Directors; and Warden jcmm. ’

In February 1884 Lt Joseph M.
Stmms of the ULS. Revenue-Marine
in Galveston wrote President Arthur
on behalf of cighteen petitioners who
believed thar Wasson was "an honest
man and gentleman ar heart,” and thar
his otfense “was nor premeditated or
the act of a man steeped in crime”
Simms asked that Wasson "be restored
to his former position i society and
the embrace of a fond wife and fam-
ilv” In April lowa Congressman Lu-
man H. Weller forwarded to Arthur g
clemency request from Wassan's sister,
Minnie, who “carnestly !w glged]” for
help “in this great sorrow.” Weller also
alluded to a petition that Congressm; m
Kasson had circulated and added,
am of the opinion this s a case wwrthy
ot Exccutive Afrer Wasson
had been incarcerated for more than 4

clemency.”

vear, a concerned Kasson wrote Secre-
rary of War Lincoln to ask him o call
the president’s arrention to the case, ™
Finally, just before Wasson was
scheduled to be released, President Ar-
thur pardoned him. Arthur's reluctance
to act on Wasson's behalt was charac
reristic of the caution wirth which he
exercised his ¢ The
president’s rejection of “spoilsmanship”
and support for civil service retorm

Jemenc \ ,‘tﬂw‘ﬁ.‘!“{

had angered enough members of his
own party to deny him the Republi-

can nomination for president in 1884,
With o polineal '.‘ﬁpif'i‘ to lase, he
approved almost half of Tns clemeney
st olfe.

st
actions during his last vear
(v 1 Novermber
General Grants request and the peti-
i

.
the ?—ﬁ&‘:«;ﬁ&i&%s; honored

tions he had recotved wnd pardoned
Wasson. While the

Register reported that this

and Navy

would en-
VORLE €t

Avirey

able the ex-paymaster’s fricnds ro oy
toy secure his restaration to the sorvice,
f'#{’!‘v.

it commented, | \‘va, Faney such off

would be wasted.

Citizen Soldier
With s mull vighes of

3 members of

Moines, where he arcempred 1o <
over and redeem himself, By the !
1880s he had worked as a general o
for the Provident Savings Life As

ance Sociery of New York and

become the general manager of

Jowa Feed, Warer Meater and Pure
Company. His public acceprance »
October 1886, wl

a0

underscored
he was unanimoushy elected
captain of the srate capitals Comyps
A (Governor's Guard), 3d Regime
fowa Nanonal Craard, The foma &
Reguster veported thar he was “er
nently fitted ro fill
by ainht‘y and educarion, and will 1o
this ﬁnuri*ehing organization o n
victories.” During the 1887 inspecu
of the 3d Regiment’s eighr comy
nies, Wasson's unir received the high
score, and 1t was detailed 1o pm‘iif
escort duty during the imangural
tivities of reelected Governor Wills
Larrabee in January 1888, The oo
pany elected a new caprain in Febro
1889, but whether this was due ro J
content with Wasson's leadership o

u, ;‘mb'ﬂ’i(m, In

decision on his part to step down
known., Wasson failed o secure ok
rion as the Des Moines city engine
and his political atfiliarion apparen
finxed his attempt to become the s
adjurant general, His failure to obr
the contract to grade the stare cap
grounds “seermed ro make him desps
dent and he dis sappeared” from 1o
around 18907

In 1891 the New York Tises
ported that Wasson had rerurned 1o
pan ared beeone "a prorminent b e
the Japanese Army, although he hu

cvercome charges thar he was 7

3

cared in g revalutionary movem

afteganon which, it ;?f’mmh couk

cost him his life, Three e

;‘f{gsﬁ'zi{g’i!: Posr prined a repo
a friend of ‘i‘miw{f«f.a stating Gt

then resub

former maor, who was

1 Sedalia, Miseourt, had

s war wirh Uhina

would win :E RIS

.issam‘i;} [RRts

‘*,50»




Hoep Gon Frederick Granr at hos b D0 San funin, Pucetn Bece in 1898

Lol engineer hiving in Pitesburgh,
Penmsvlvania, stll seemed o retan o
werse ot mmlitary obligation, Lecause
A war with Spain loomed he sought
A appomiment i the volunteer toree
Mt would be rsed foavgment the
sanil Regular Armv, Wassons arrempt
ter serve Goled, and i fanuary 1899
he had the adjutant general senarm il
o the unrmpnndcncc reliated 1o his
rm[m'sl

In Muarch 1899 Congress autho
ried the crgamzation of o group of
Coluntevr pegnnents oo aagment the
o Reonlar \rn*sy
v the Phalippiies. o Ovtober,

s drglhi

Sty 2

arben Waieon was Jdmost it rhree,
Lo wrote the NS adjurant general,

Broo. Coens Henry O Carban, requess

ing permission to colist in ane of these
new regiments. He wanted o serve
in the d6th Infantry, ULS. Volunteers.
perhaps becuse it was comnuinded
by Col. Walter S Schavler, who had
wraduared trom West Pomne one year
heture he had. An assstint adjurant
cencral intormed the communding ot-
ficer ut Washmgron Barracks, D.C,
(roday Forr MeNaie) rhat Wasson's
calistment in the 46t was authonzed,
“provided he fulnll il other require
mients.” Afrer 10 was determmed  that
Wasson wis o bnoacarsighted. he was
nrialy rejected, but the adprmnt gen-
eval quickh atthorezed wowaver ot lus
viaon problens

On 7 Waisnein enbisted
wy the doth Tatany i Washington

Orerobwet

Aficizooy BEoomvy Frsitats

Copatery b ok U8

Fny

Barracks, an action thar delighted
both his wite and her tather, John
Bingham., Wasson was appotnted g
sergeant i Company M oand later
hecame the regiment’s color sergeant.
The 46th siled from San Francisco on
14 November and dropped anchor in
Manila Bay a mounth later. o January
1900 Wasson's regiment helped seize
Cavite and Barangas Provinees south
ot Manila from Filipino insurrec-
tionists, The tollowing month, while
serving o Cavite Provinee, Wasan
was reduced o private for neglecr ot
duty as the result of @ speaal court-
martial. In September, after a spring
and swmimer a0 which s regiment
endored occasional guerrilla artack,
Wasson was again court-martialed tor
being drunk and absent from reveille.
He was tound guiley and sentenced (o
forteiture of pav. His regiment lett thie
Philippines in April 1901.°

Among the passengers aboard the
army transport ship that camicd. Was-
son wid his regiment home was Brig,
Gen. Frederick Grant. Theee vears before,
Grrant had returned to uniform s colomed
of the 1th New York Volunteer Tnkan-
e, and he hid been quickly pooane sted
tr brigadier general. In the Philippines
Grant had led the torce that established
Amercan authority in Zaoanbales and
Bataan Provieces in Decembuer 1899, 0d
e subseqguently commanded 2 district
that cncompassed three provinees north
andd west of Manita, Perhaps the shared
vovage enabled the general and Private
Wisson t frade “war stories” or to
remusee dbout better days gone by, At
the lewt it must have reminded Was-
orr low s carcer had diverged trom
that ot lis distinguished classtnate and
tormer riend. Wasson finallv muoseered
out of federad service ar the Presidio of
San Francisco in May 1901, aml an ot
Peer st that time noted tur his service
was Cnot honest and farbstul, Objec
to reentistment on rrounds of weneral
worthlessniess.” One newspaper Lt
ceported that he was mogaed atrer he
ett the Presadio woith his nrral pay

Woaonnt o deronstrated that he
wai sl \\*illin}_{ to rrnel to toreipn

Loeds 1o seek tas tormme. by 1902
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FROM HEIGHTS
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The Career of Major James s
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Wisson went to the remote mnunmin
slver nming works of the Butopt-

las Mining Company in the state of

Chihuahie, Mexico, where be worked
ol and minmg engeer. The
vednasee of Tthe compary's Mesiean
enterprises, former Disrrcr of Co-
furnbua wovernor Mevamber R Boss”
Shcphrnl, T cutrassed a fortune of
wome $10 million over 23 vears m
Vevico, bur Wasson lasted Tess than
1 vear there e rerurned to the -
wiranee husiness in Cliicago e 1903,

o Froms 1904 to T he worked

vor the Lennoy Furnaee Company of

\I,H\'H.l”l”\\ﬂ, IHWJ

Wt suoesstully «tm\l\m{ for
i dieadnhin ‘-cn\iun i 19os ) ahe
watne vedr that Ties seny Robert, wed

S U Browre o Baltinoe N

18 Army History Winter- Spring 2004

rie Wasson, now living o Cadiz,
Ohio, attended the July wedding
unaccompanicd. Japan's ambassa-
dor, Kogoro Takahira, and the Rus-
sian ambassador, Baron Roman R.
von Rosen, were buth invited o the
event. The former sent his regrets, per-
haps to avoid unnecessary contact with
the diplomat e worthd soon be facing
at the Portsmonth, New Flampshire,
peave conference that would end rhe
Russn-Japanese War ™

Fram 1912 unnl 1920 Wasson
erved as an engineer for the Nation-
Al Soldiers Homes, moving around
to branches in Ave states, In March
1917 he wrote President Woodrow
Wilson from the home in Hamprton,
Virginia, to once again apply tor a
commission, this time in the wli-
tarv force that was being raised tor
the tmpending war with Germany.
Given his tainted military record and
the fact that he was seventy yvears
old, Wasson's request not surprisingly
fell on deat curs, but there was still
comething admirable about his Anal
arrempl to serve.

Wasson atso attempted to ensure
his plice in history. In April 1918
he donated his Order of the Riw-
g Sun aeedal d the dovument
canferrinyg it to fowa's seoretary
of state. He wished “ro deposit
these articles in the muscum con-
nected with the State Library at the
Capitol” and even offered to pay fot
framing the document i i was to be
placed vn g wall. Three months later,
the curator o the Historical Depart-
ment of Jowi informed Wiasson that
e had all the items and pmpns‘cd to
add them o case “devorad o avery
interesting Chiovse coltection.” Like
<o many other Wasson plans, how-
ever, this one foe went awry—the
dosnated items are missing todav”

J;lm('s Robert Wasson

from FHhampton (o the Towa Sol-

moewy c(l

Jier~ Home o Naeshalloown
1920, There his hite cane fooan
e on 17 Febiraary 192 3owhen he

succumbed o pcx‘nisinth ANt

at the BHEY of seventy s Tle was

hurced 1 the Thaorttord Cometerny,

probably near his parents, M
rie Wasson lived tor anothes
years, betore dving of pueume
in Urantord, New Jersey, whi
Jhe had gone to Iive with hey s
Robert, and his wife, Afrer puo
sty 4ovareer ds meehar
engineer, Robert also Jied e Cra
tord 1 1931

Ohvioushy a4 very talented, -
premely conhdent, and highty aml
tions man who seemed to ke trien
easily, Wasson had clearly lacked
dedicarion and steadfastmess thar
suceessful mihitary carecr demunde
FHis five vears as i respeeted and we
paid vatoi in Japan had spoiled
for the Spartan lifestyle that Regu’
Army officers routinely cmlnr‘udwv
existence of family separations, <l
promotions, and mediocre pay G
vor four months i 1877 noopa
Al thaa one trontier otficer’s W
characrerized as Tahittering misees.
Wasson's close triendship with 1
president’s son and his nurrsge
a powerlul diplomat’s duughter Al
suggest that at heart he was a0 o
portunist. s risky investments s
his  willingness 1o MsAppropri
puhlic furds for his own s e
anach soore i tune with thy rathles
ness thar charactenized the Amer
business world during the Orilded
than with the eredo ot sclflessness
personal honer that distingaished €
profussion of arms,

There is no recond of Wik
final thouchrs, but aarely asadeath o
pm;n‘lwd the man whao had <bov
<o mnich pte’\miw" in s sourh e
have greatly rcgrurrul the Jishono
(ble actions that had raned net on
his milinaey carcer, but s hie. Bon
the “very fine -lookimg Yellow™ b
tollowed Secrerary Belknaps wise
viee when he refeased thw Class of 1Y
from arrests I s o be hoped thatthe
cadets who AfU senotd for :I'.i‘ll;.\
wid Becomie otficers of the arms, s
never agam place themscboes 1
witiration which may be e readia
o them or require the voroe et
thorniny 1o rerd then ot ther Ju

1w otficers and gentlenien e
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LS. Military Advademy Class of 1871, with fames Wasson, front right. seated on groumd near hattom step

lthough James Wisson and
one member ot the
Class of 1871 were dismissed

ather

from the Army and six others resuzned
thev  conunissions, Wasson's  thirty-
three remammy dassmates either died
oo active duty or served m the Army
antil retiremient, Nine of them be-
came ygeneral officers—scven briga-
dier generals and two major generals,
George S, Anderson, who became o
brigadier weneral in 19171, served for
six vears begmmig i 1891 as caper-
intendent National
Park. Georye Bo Davis, the autho
ot sevesal dewal texrs, headed the

of Yellowstone

Military Academy’s history depart-
et betore becoming the Ay
fudge wdvocate generad i 1901 Te

retired as a major general ten years
luter. Frederick 1) Grant was pro-
maoted to major general in 1906 and
died 1n active service in 1912, Eleven
other memibers of the class alse died
on active duny, including two killed in
combat. Second Lt. Reid T, Stewart
died in a fight with Apache Indians in
Arizona Territory in 1872, and Capt.
James Fornance was mortally wounded
leading his company in the assault
on San Juan FhIL in Cuba. Two other
members of the class succumbed ro
velow fever in Cuba after the Spanish-
Amerivan War,

Ulvsses G Wihite resigned as o
seeond lieutenant m 1873 bur in 1877
Navy

4 a civid engineer officer. He renired

received 4 commssion in o the

as a Navy captain in 1910, Frederick
Schwatka became a noted  explorer.
In 1878 he led a ream that found in
Inuit communities i Arctic Canada
evidence ot the dl-fated end of Brie-
ish explorer Sir John Frapklins 1845
expedition in search of 4 navigable
Northwest Passuge, and i the carly
18805 he explored the Yukon River in
Alaska. Atter resigning from the Army
as a4 first leutenant in 1885, Schwatka
explored and studied parts of north-
ern Mexico betore dving in Porthand,
Oregon, in 1892, Thomas Mumtord
settred as 4 captain owing to a disabibioy
in 18910 but Luter becane the Marvland
Nitrond Guards mspectar general,
The tast surviving member ol his class,
he died at the age of 92 iy 1941
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S fohn LD 5, Wasson aed Jares

%

Histovicel Register ared Deceipnary af the United
Spaares Arny, 2 vols, { Washington, 3.0, 1903,
1. 358, 1013, Pravis later served as the Arv's

judge advocate general. He cetived as @ mapr

';r:e.tum‘;\! w191
4, James L. NMorrison, Jr, The Bew School

it die World: Wosk Pl the Pre £l Wy Years
JERART NG (Kant, OYvio, T9%GY csp. pp 133-34
Two former cadets whe had not grachuted and
1 member of the class of 1864 atso taer received
Medals of Honor for Civi) War heroisin.

3, e, ppe F47-48

6. Army amd Nawy fou 48 124 June
(971 717 wnmm-;;; “West Doane” Mew
Vord Times, 11 lan 1871 West Pat Caders,”
Nese York ines 6 Jun 1971 West P, New
York Times, 13 Jan 1871 Offserad Army Regrster
for Janusiry. 1472 (Washington, } 3, A

Hewovan, Flestarical Regiireny 1: 145, Tnun 1875

letrer Wasson caimed that, when he gradugted,
he was specially recommended 1o Presidont
Copant Tor @ commission i the Ordmanee Corps,
which had last cecetved anew gracduate i1 1RO8.
e Wasson o Chuarles LeGendre, 19 Feb 1875,
LeGendre Papers, Nanuscoipt Division, Labrary
of Congress, Washington, D.C. Grant muy e
steered his son Fred and James Wasson to the
Atk Cavaley because of his great respect for s
conmmander, Col. Ramald Muckenzie.

7. John Y. Stmon, e, The Papers of Ulpsses
8 Grant, 24 vols, to date (Carbondale, [}
{9671, 22 3738 Typescripts “Memoirs of
Heoracy C.apmm" 315, S}1x&x‘i.&§ Callecoms,
Natwnial f\gr‘smh‘m‘:ﬂ Laibrary, Betesvitle, Kl
Caprons contract s altowed him to hire a
grologiat, civil engineer ared A seorerary For
detils on Capran, see John A Harrson, “The
Capron Mission and the Cotomzation of Mok
Laido, 186818757 Agricidtaral Hrszgry 25 (uly
19317 13542
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Teley, Mbprant Creneral (hereafrer Al
cerary of War, 10 ful 1871, fle 2726
Ler, Jones 1o AG 12 Juw 1871 ke 660 ACY
1871, Lar, Poillon wo AL 1Y Jul 1871, fle 3020
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12, Fdward R, Heauchamps
ot the M Pernd,” K Jasha Bon
opedia of Japan. Y vols, (New York. TURAL
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13, Lirs, Wasson 1o LeGendre, 11 M
1874 Duge Yorri- Mlich o | eCendre, 1A
1874 Wagson LeGendre, 27 Apr 1
Wasson 0 LeGedre, 19 Fel 1873 dquor
1eCrendre Papers. Jrr the 1870 Khedive Lo
governed Faypt s viceron o the Qo
siltan of Turkey. Wassons ermployment 1o
have been suggested by an American sollier
fartune, Chares P Srone FUSMA 18450, wl
cerved as the Egypta Array's ched ol =
from 1870 o 1883,
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AR b Waieson e | cCrorudre, 19 1 1X7S
Frentenant Das, whe remaned in Japan tor
thirer vears, worked Frorg the sarvey base tine
thig \Vawsonr bl
bty noree for ])J"& iy e oy ard Mooy foue
gl Tioid Jas IRTU, 371

2 Cslhais, fengraploval Regrster, 0 774
T3 167 Finary “liti)ﬁ‘ '/77:‘ Aroiees vt A
and Frorape { New \\mk 878 L T Ulptonws
i Al.»]s,m trean 27 August mml 23 Sepremdiey
P75 O 7 Seprember he wrate: "We have
bevn trestel with great kindness by sl of the
See Perer S0 Nuchie, Thy
tNew York,

dready establishied See the

Yroerican resadens
ot Fasary {,:fn’/-n
y’:“g:”‘nlf’;/f*}xaf.') Regoprr, b 182
add Kegrarer, 104700 Pyl A
Nesoridien and P odvery s
Hebsert \I ,‘th,"‘..
Regadrs Dis Ebvered Stazes Army and the Dudisn,
fonn- 18t {New York, 1973, po 32
g ¢ berter of 2 Apnl 1872 wiitten by Moy
Willuon | Price of the Sth Cavadry, Yours larer
the slrmy and Navy fournad 20 012 Ny 1885
3L repotred thar Presidens Grane had maened
Wieeon a pavinaster-at the befiest of Lr Caol.
l‘\r‘rvirrul Crrant
bt Gerant ro Cameron, 12 Sep 1876,
R I OACP IETY Hewrsan, Hosernal
f’x’f‘z:\.f‘/‘ 1o 200 Jeun Edward Smith, Grans
UNese York 20015, pgs 408, 471, 354455, 393~
98, Sevretary of War Belknap, whe during the
Crvil War commanded the 13th Towas Volunteer
Infantey mothe Vicksburg campign und lad
& b o Sheroae’y wrarch 1o thy sea, had
reagned i Nrd 1876, afrer 0 Howse com-
mutter chaooverad thar Belkrup and Bis wue
husd over o Bbalf doven vears raken sore 830,000
sraede by the contractor awvarded the
mudirary tradiog post at Fort 8L Indian Tom
tary, Althoagh the Howse voted ananemoasiv

drew l l\mzm Phsi
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reonpeacls Belkiap several Bowrs atrer he
resngred. the Senate, apparently on wvount of
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In Memoriam: Charles R. Anderson

hartes R. Anderson, a historian
since 1987 at the Center of
Military History, died on
24 August 2003 at his home in
Springfield, Virginia, after a long
battle with cancer. He was interred at

" Quantico National Cemetery, Virginia,

- with full Marine Corps honors.

45 Charlie was born in Elgin, Illinois,
“~on 16 March 1943, He graduated
in 1965 from Monmouth College in
- Monmouth, [Hinois, and received a
* master’s degree in history from West-

ern Michigan University in 1974,

" During the Vietnam War, Char-
“fle commanded an infantry platoon
in the 1st Marine Division near the
Demilitarized Zone, After leaving the
service, he became one of the eartler

. Vietnam veterans to write about his . el
“forces In- Hawall when ‘the Japanese Akiko, his i

and his comrades’ wartime expert-

 ences, doing SO before major pub-
lishers had decided how to ‘treat the

controversial wa r. His forthy ight ac-
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time of this death. A long-time student
 of World War 11, he also prepared

counts, The Grunts and Vietnam: The
Other Way, both published by Presidio
Press, appeared in 1976 and 1982,
respectively,

As a member of the Center’s Histo-
ries Division, Charlie continued to write .~
on the Vietnam War. His assigned vol- - - -
ume in the official series United States -
Army in Vietnam was entitled “Advice
and Support: The Middle Years, 1961~ .
1965.” Charlie had completed twelve .
of fourteen planned chapters at the

seven campaign studles that the Cen- Charles Amderson, .
ter of Military History issued during etrca 1990
the fiftieth anniversary of that con- §:
flict. Day of Lightning, Years of Scorn,
Charlie’s biooraphy of Lt. Gen. Wal- :
ter Short, commander of U.S. Army Charlie is. survived by his wif
: vhe mother Hilda, and- hi
stiacked on 7.December 1941, will be brother Stephen. He will be greatl
published In the autumn of 2004 by missed by his celleagues and iriend
the Naval Institute Press. at the Center of Military History.
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