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JOHN RIGBY AND CO GUNMAKERS LTD

AUTHENTICATION CERTIFICATE

S/N. 17662

CLASSIC C HAMMERLESS EJECTOR TOP LEVER DOUBLE RIFLE
PLATINA BEAD STAND & 2 LEAVES
SPECIAL V 1.2.300 A-R PAD

CALIBRE .470, BARREL LENGTH 28", LOP 14 3/8"
BEND 1 % 2 Y, TOE 5/16, CAST OFF 01/16
WEIGHT 10LBS 150Z, W&S LTD
BUILT IN 1912

BUILT FOR P. H. PERCIVAL

MARC NEWTON
DIRECTOR
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As requested.

The four parts of the serial number book read a,b,c &d from left to right.
You'd think that the name and sale date would be the first entry - but it
isn't. Page "b" is snipped-off in the book, exposing a portion of *d.*
The fifth attachment is from the day book - a chronological listing of
sales.

Hope this is what you want.

Regards,
Steve
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Philip Percival Pair of 450 boxkock ejector riffes by Joseph Luig

The pair of .450 (3¥2in. No. 2 Nitro Express) boxlock cjector gizmo
rifles by Joseph Lang. The rifles were completed in 1927, as a
pair, and that they were hought by Percival on gth December
1927. After a lifetime hunting Percival had lost none of his

fearlessness or accuraey. A few days alter his 76th birthday he , |
killed two stock-killing lions with a “right and left” using one of Lo ]

TOCRINGaLancL.

Palala Safaris

ety patila - no7a

these rifles.
More Sponsors
Philip Percival, one of the greatest professional hunters of all
time, wus the founding president of the "East African Professional
Hunters™ Association’, serving for sixteen years. Arriving in
British East Africa in 1906, he was lured into hunting by the Hill Twest 0
brothers, the three men becoming involved in runmning the
transport for Theodore Roosevelt's famous Safari of 1909-10, and
served in the First World War, attaining the rank of Captain,

Share This Page
Like 0

Percival went on to hecome one of the highest paid professional
hunters of his day, with clients sach as George Eastman and
Baron Rothschild, as well as acting as a guide to Ernest
Hemmingway. The latter was inspired to write Green Hills of
Africa (1935), using Percival as the inspiration for the character
Pop’.

Twenty years later Hemingwan returned to Africa and hunted
again with Percival. A record of that encounter ean be found in
Hemingway's posthumously published book, True at First Light.
I Later years he mentored hunters of the calibre of Sid Dowitey
and Harry Sclby, becoming acknowledged by his peeis as the
dean ol the white hunters,”

Before his death, Pereival compiled a manuscript recounting

http.'//www.africahunting.conﬂthrcads/philip-hopc—pcrcival- 1886-1966.3211/ 5/22/2015
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Philip Percival

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Philip Hope Percival (18861 966) was a renowned white hunter and early safari guide in colonial
Kenya. During his career, he guided Teddy Roosevelt, Baron Rothschild, and Ernest Hemingway on
African hunts. Hemingway modelled the fictional hunter Robert Wilson in his story "The Short Happy
Life of Francis Macomber" after Percival. Percival also worked with well-known white hunters like Bror
von Blixen-Finecke and mentored Sydney Downey and Harry Selby, and was known in African hunting
circles as the "Dean of Hunters".

Contents

I Early life

2 Hunting life
® 2.1 Teddy Roosevelt safari
= 2.2 Company man
= 2.3 Ernest Hemingway

3 Legacy

4 References

Early life

Percival was born in Newcastle upon Tyne in Northern England, at the tail end of the 19th century.!'!
When Philip was still quite young, his older brother Blaney (born 1875) went off to East Africa, and
proceeded to send Philip several exciting accounts of his life as a game warden there. When Philip
turned 21 he inherited a small sum of money and struck out to join his brother in Africa, sailing to

Mombasa."”! Percival settled in Limuru, where he grew coffee and wheat and bred ostriches, cattle and

horses M

Hunting life

Jpon reaching Africa, Percival was quick to pick up hunting with his brother, and Harold and Clifford
Hill. who were also ostrich farmers. The ostriches they raised were used as bait to lure lion and other big
game. At first, Percival mainly hunted lion with the Hills. but in time he started to lead hunting trips of
his own. Initially he charged clients a fee of ten pounds per week and an additional twenty-five pounds
per lion and in those days guides like Percival only provided the wagon, pack animals and a couple of

. . . ) p . N . . %3
assistants, leaving the clients to provide their own food, drink, tents and bedding.”

Teddy Roosevelt safari

htip://en.wikipedia.c re/wiki/Philip Percival 572272015
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In 1909, Philip's brother Blaney had been instrumental in bringing then Colonel Teddy Roosevelt to East
Africa for a safari and Philip was given the opportunity to work as an assistant hunter on the trip.I"!
Roosevelt remembered Percival well, writing about him:
"At Bondoni was Percival, a tall, sinewy man, a fine rider and shot—like so many other men
whom I met, he wore merely a helmet, a flannel shirt, short breeches or trunks, and puttees and
boots. I shall not forget seeing him one day as he walked beside his twelve-ox team, cracking his
long whip, while in the big wagon sat pretty Mrs. Percival with a puppy, and little cheetah cub,
which we had found and presented to her and which she was taming,"?!

After the Roosevelt safari, Percival decided to become a full-time white hunter and one of his first solo
clients was Baron Rothschild, but he also conducted safaris for other royals like the Duke and Duchess

of Connaught.”™!
Company man

As he became more ingrained into the hunting life, Percival joined the safari company Newland and
Tarlton, along with other hunters like Alan Black.!® When Newland and Tarlton dissolved in 1919, and
Safariland was created out of its ashes, he stayed on with that outfit as well.l”! During this time, he

mentored a new generation of hunters like Sydney Downey and Harry Selby.!®! Percival also went on to
become the first president of the Fast African Professional Hunter's Association, a position he served in

for 15 years.”l" 14 1930, before his tenure as EAPHA president, Percival left Safariland to team up
with Bror von Blixen-Finecke in the joint venture Tanganyika Guides Ltd., of which he was the Kenya

director, with Bror heading up the Tanganyika operation.''!}
Ernest Hemingway

During his partnership with von Blixen, Percival guided Ernest Hemingway on both of Hemingway's
African safaris, the first coming in 1934, Hemingway struck up a friendship with Percival, affectionately
calling him "Pop", a name they used for each other,"?! and also one of the monikers Hemingway gave to
Jackson Philips in The Green Hills of Africa, a character modelled on Percival.!"?! Hemingway also
considered Percival a great teacher,”*! and most notably molded the Percival he knew into the character

of Robert Wilson, in "The Short Happy Life of Francis Macomber"!"! Yet Percival was not the only

model for Wilson, and indeed critics have identified Bror von Blixen as another influence,'*! especially

in terms of Wilson's "eynicism and womanizing” !
Legacy

np e . - - [141116] X .

I'he legacy of Philip Percival, the "Dean of Hunters" "1'6 runs deeper than his influence on

Hemingway. Percival also mentored a new generation of African hunters, including Sydnev Downey,
gwas & £ 3] h b

who called him "the greatest white hunter of all time". and Harry Selby, who himself went on to
. . . . . ) i
captivate a new generation of foreigners through the travel writings of Robert Ruark !

hitp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philip Percival 572272015



FOLIp HOpe rercival (1330-1960) | AtricaHunting.com Page 1 of 5

DO e i

sverything sbout hunting In Africa

Hone Drssrstang Flatess [3emazs et Tiear alerty’ ASOBTTATTEN

Srwech Farums  Becent Sauty

BUFFALO
J1 HUNTING
. ......‘ AREA IH SA

f-umms O HUMTING AFRICA Hunnngm‘r\ca

Phlhp Hope Percwal (1886- 1966)

DESCUSSION I thnrting ATHCR Statted Fry toaninh, Ta) 7, 7010

Members Online Now
Philip Hope Percival (1886-1966)

Fox1, buckeurting, wheels, Royail?, Veio Dog,
Frostbit, adgunner, gizmo, Builthrower 138,
AfricaHunting vom, sammo, notwaterdog, PHOENIX
PHIL, shuter, johanyblues, Do Colter, Bos en Dal
Safaris, Dragan M, Hyati, rookhawh, CT Sataris,
Aouble0d, Witola kiavA anovaki, Austinkfoe, sptke.t,
ARStopa 71, brushmare, MI75, Scafto. Pharoze,
blacks, rgotd767, sWit, Pasictsen, UninsG, Duddors,
Brutivmaster, WFat, ksuhawhkeye, Red Log,

momsh
AM Elite ActionBub, ROCRET, Bivy, James Grage, Jfet,
Badboymelvin, Martin Pieters, H50, Safari Spacialty
Eoa Sep 3, 009 tmporters, gitlettehunter, Jduckhunter, joher 7300,
R 1,400 Prewar, UkRunter, Gavin Lipyas, ton, Rob4d, Hany,
’ ) fargame, BRICKBURN, rodriver, Petets, Game 4
s 15 Africa Safaris, coisrado, cdviaid, Odinsraven,
Ny H 192 Hogpatrol, Spooksar, Kanzutu, 81ant Motrill,
N Y Warbird782, jdkimght, toren Langitle, aaronrabyt,

gampaolto, lcq. bamale, 270Buck, HimtmgGold, TMS,
waningshot, Ado. Brran, tongwalker, Ron 18,
WaterguyS 31, jphdibert, tanct V1, Grumuthan,
Swedhunter, DX 404, Nevada Wapate, art tambait 1,
yangihebream, Hearnes, Harwegianwomits, leffH,
Buft-Busrat, Matman, pmwe)tek

atd 187 more

AlricaHunting.com

e,
Tanzania, Nepal,
Canada,

Yotal, W78 St s 10 guests 6T eabity
Ehufip Henee Poceronl (1386 1960 ity

Philip Percival traveled to British East Africa in 1906. He was the

’ . 3 Forum Statistics
vounger brother of Blayney Percival (Game Ranger's Notebook,

1924), game ranger and the tirst game warden of Kenva (1915- AL b
1923). Philip tried his hand at vstrich farming, but after the :m’" ]:;Z:
Roosevelt safari, he went into the safari business and never TALESE Saztitio Eniling
looked back. ot Tt dipes 12,789

Philip Percivals fame was the result of being in the right place at
the right time--twice. In 1909, when Percival was but twenty-
three, Kenya settler Sir Alfred Pease hosted the Roosevelt safar
at his home in Katanga. Kenya, where they planned to hunt lion
on the nearby plains. Pease engaged the Hill cousins, both
already tamous hon hunters, and voung Percival for the hunt.
Fhe Roosevelt safart changed Percival's life.

http://www.africahunting.com/threads/philip-hope-percival-1886-1966.321 1/ 5/22/2015
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Canp, 194

He was a seasoned professional hunter upproaching his middle
years when, a quarter-century later, he had his second brush with
immortality: He guided Ernest Hemingway and became puwit of
literature as "Pop” in The Green Hills of Africa (1935). They were
hoth much older when Hemingway returned to Africs and hunted
ugaln with Percival twenty years later. Thut encounter can be
tound in Hemingway's posthumously published true at First

Light.

At the beginning of Percival's earver, o safuri was o lengthy affaiv
requiring weeks of travel by ship fust to get to the starting point.
At the end of his career, he met his clients ot the Nairobi virport,
Established early and universally respected, he became one of the

highest-paid hunters of the 2oth centusy,

Philis Hope Parcis al Tropin Roong

Some of his famous clients included Buron Rothsehild, the Duke
and Duchess of Connaught and actor Gary Cooper, He worked
with pioncer filmmaukers Martin and OSA Johnson and George
Eastman and wus a great friend of explorer/naturalist Carl Akely,

Onie of his carly partners in the sufar business was Bror Blixen,
hushund of Karen Blixen (Out of Africa), In later vears he
mentored u whole generation of professiona! hunters, including
Sid Downey and Hurry Selby. He was acknowledged by his peers
as the Dean of Professional Hunters and was cleeted to thirty-

four consecutive terms as president of the East Afriears

http://www.africahunting.com/threads/philip-hope-percival- 1886-1966.3211/
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Professtonal Hunters Assaciation,
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Philly Fercival, White Humter

Traveling to British East Africa in 1906, Philip trivd his hand ut
Ostrich farming, Finding that his Ostrich were little more than
Lion buit, he gained experience quickly in the “art” of hunting
Lion. When not hunting Lion to protect his Ostrich, he began Your hest Abvicnn
taking clients out Lion hunting for the sum of ten British pounds Hunting Experience CLICK HERE
per week and twenty-five pounds per Lion. After the Roosevelt h

Safuri, he took on the safari trade in carnest and never looked
hack. On these carly safarts, the sportsman provided thelr own
toud, drink, tents, and bedding, Percival was feeling his way
through a new profession but more importantly he was gaining
valuable experfence in dealing with dungerous game, After the
Roosevelt sufard, becuuse of the enormous publiclty that it
wenerated, sportsoien from alf over the world began showing up
{n Alrica, The advent of the “white hunter” and the sufurf trade
had cume.

Philip Percivul wus one of the carlivst established professional
hunters, respeeted by all, he became one of the highest paid
hunters of his day.

His Rifles

Bty sporsanad by

¢ Wintershoek Safaris

http://www.africahunting.com/threads/philip-hope-percival-1886-1966.321 1/ 5/22/2015
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summe of his experiences, which was published shortly after his
death under the title Hunting, Settling, and Remembering (1967).
Although copies of the book are rare, his encounters with
Hemmingway and Roosevelt, and thelr comments about him,
serve to ensure his memory survives. Philip Pereival completed a
manuseript that was published in a small ran after his death
(Hunting, Settling, and Remembering), but regrettably it's out of
print. But, like Setby, Percival didn't need to write hiz own books
to hecome famous. After all, he had the lkes of Roosevelt
{African Game Trails) and Hemingway to do that for him.,

An Excellent big game hunter under whose guidance and

apprenticeship Harry Selby another African respected PH learnt
the traits of the big game hunting in Africa.

Monish

{You must log in or sign up to reply here )
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Wes Dillon

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

From:

L.C. Soyza
19 Oxford Rd
Oxford, England

Imported by Griffin & Howe for Richard Corrente
Sold by William Larkin to Lon Denney
This is all | know as of today

Thanks,
Ken







Bonhams

AUCTIONS

A pair of .450 {3%in. No. 2 Nitro Express) boxlock ejector rifles by J. Lang, no. 16748/9
Plain treble-grip action-bodies, figured stocks with pistolgrips, pistolgrip-caps. cheek-pieces,

ventilated recotl-pads (perished), sling-eyes, lever-latch forends, the chopper-lump barrels each
engraved ' 450 No. 2 Nitro Express 80 Grains Powder 480 Grain bullet. 3%in. case’ with open-sights

{replacement) ramp-mounted bead-foresights and fold-away moon-sights

Weight 11ib 2%oz (No.1) and 11ib. 6%0z (No. 2), 15in. pull, 26in. barrels, nitro proof

With teather slips

FOOTNOTES

Provenance By descent to the current owner

The makers hawe kindly confirmed that the rifles were completed in 1927, as a pair, and that they

were bought by Percival on 9th December 1927,

1 of 2

CONNECT WITHUS  CREATE ACCOUNT LOG IN

Q

Lot 27781

Previously property of Philip Percival: A
pair of 450 (3%in. No. 2 Nitro Express)
boxlock ejector rifles by J. Lang, no.
16748/9 With leather slips

Sold for £14,400 (US$ 22,038) inc.
premium

o AN MOHGE PN S P OR TN DUNS &
U0
1 Aug 2007 14:00 BST
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AUCTION INFORMATION

This sale is now tinished. If you are interested
in consigning in future sales, please contact the
specialist department. If you have queries about
lots purchased In this sale, please contact

customer services

BUYERS' OBLIGATIONS
ALL BIDDERS MUST AGREE THAT THEY

HAVE READ AND UNDERSTOOD BONHAMS'
CONDITIONS OF SALE AND AGREE TO BE
BOUND BY THEM. AND AGREE TO PAY THE
BUYER'S PREMIUM AND ANY OTHER

/2015 THOT AM
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"Property of the late Philip Percival (1860-1966)

@

Philip Percival, one of the greatest professional hunters of all time, was the founding president of the
‘East African Professional Hunters Association’, serving for sixteen years. Arriving in British East
Africa in 1906, he was lured into hunting by the Hili brothers, the three men becoming involved in
running the transport for Theodore Roosevelts famous Safari of 1909-10, and served in the First
World War, aftaining the rank of Captain. Percival went on to become one of the highest paid
professional hunters of his day, with clients such as George Eastman and Baron Rothschild, as well
as acting as a guide fo Ernest Hemmingway. The latter was inspired to write Green Hills of Africa
(1935), using Percival as the inspiration for the character 'Pop'. Twenty years later, Hemingway
returned to Africa and hunted again with Percival. A record of that encounter can be found in
Hemingway's posthumously published book, True af First Light. In later years he mentored hunters of
the calibre of Sid Downey and Harry Selby, becoming acknowledged by his peers as the dean of the

white hunters.

Before his death he compiled a manuscript recounting some of his experiences, which was published
shortly after his death under the title Hunting, Settling, and Remembering (1967). Although copies of
the book are rare, his encounters with Hemmingway and Roosevelt, and their comments about him,
serve to ensure his memory survives.

A few days after his 76th birthday, Percival killed two stock-kiling lions with a right and left from one
of the rifles offered in this lot.

Several days after seventy-sixth birthday, Percival killed two stock-kiling lions with a right and left,

using one of the rifles offered in this lot.

CHARGES MENTIONED IN THE NOTICE TO
BIDDERS. THIS AFFECTS THE BIDDERS
LEGAL RIGHTS.

If you have any complaints or questions about
the Conditions of Sale, please contact your

nearest customer services team

BUYERS' PREMIUM AND
CHARGES

For all Sales categories excluding Wine, Coins
& Medals and Motor Cars and Motorcycles:

Buyer's Premium Rates

25% on the first £50,000 of the Hammer Price
20% from £50.001 to £1,000,000 the Hammer
Price

12% from £1,000,001 of the Hammer Price

VAT at the current rate of 20% will be added to
the Buyer's Premium and charges excluding
Artists Resale Right,

PAYMENT NOTICES
Payment in advance: by cash, check with
banker's card, credit card, bank draft or

traveler's cheque.
Payment at collection: by credit or debit card.

Credit card charges: a surcharge of 2% is
applicable when using Mastercard, Visa and
overseas debit cards.

SHIPPING NOTICES

For information and estimates on domestic and
international shipping as well as export Iicenses
please contact Bonhams Shipping Department.

. LOT SYMBOLS

S1 SECTION 1 FIREARM
Section 1 fofs require a valid British
Firearms certificate, RFD (Registered
Firearms Dealer) Licence or import
licence

BA2015 10T AM
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Image Name: 48973a4x100
Title: *PARKER BROS VHE 28 GA SN 216521

Caption:
Estimate: 38,000 - 48,000
Consignor: DAVID DWYER
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