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Six-Gun Improvements and the Berns-
Martin Speed Holster

NY Colt or Smith & Wesson fixed-
sight revolver can be easily warget
sighted. With the Colt Single Ac.

tion and new servicr guns it is necessary to
make a band-tvpe front sight for best re-
sults.  Of course 1 higher standard from
sight can be fitted. but & is not 25 good as
2 band front sight with separste blade.
The Colt Official Police has a front sight
like that of the fixed sighted Smith & Wes-
son guns.  This type of sight has a fairly
bread base, then is cut away about half way
up o foon the Lhade or frond sigl proper.
Such sighis, both Colt and Smith & Wes-
son, may be ensily changed by cutting off
the front blade down to this wider base,
then milling a slot the full length of the
base and fitting a blade front sight of any
desired heiglit, width or shape.  This blade
may be anchared with either a pin or a
screw, the latrer being the mare convenient,
as it facilitates the changing of hlades when
[EeCessary.

Blades may he made sloping down from
front to rear so that they will not catch in
quick-draw work, or they may be made
of the Call type with gold bead, and in
any width to suit the shooter. They may
also be made adjustable for elevarion for
the target shooter, I have used a 1917
model Smith & Wesson that H W. Brad-
ley of Salmon, Idato. tted thus whh ad-
justable front sight,

For fitting an adjnstable rear sight there
are a greal many arrangemenis, bath good
and bad. The 1op of the frame may be
milled out and a rear sight like the Smith
& Wesson target fitted, though this type
of target rear sight is very susceptible to
damage in carrving or in severe usage, The
beet and chonp.
est (arpet rear
sight T know of
is the Colt .72
Automatic sight
dovetalled imo
the rear end of
the revolver
frame With
thesighting
notch cuf out to
correctly con-
form with the
front sight. this
makes an excel-
lent combina-
tion and is very
strong and dur-
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able. This tvpe of sight can alse be am
off up to the top of the dovetail and an-
other haze welded on with an extension,
chus setting the sight proper abwut by indh
¢ the rear. just ot of the wav af the ham-
mer. Thus gaing Fu ing sight radius.
The frent sdght may b made with the
blade having its highese o gizhiing porties
as far forward as possible, and o gain an-
other L4 oineh in sight radivs. 1 used for
some time a 1917 Smith & Wesson revolver
sighted as ashove, with sxcellent results,
doing sume of my best oy range shootiog
with i,

Two other wavs of goaining sight radius
are by fat-lopping and extending the
frame back about 13 inch, or welding on
an extended sight base.  Frames mav be
#ither blued or case hardened in colors:
H. W, Bradley employs the latter method,
whichk I really believe is the tetter. | he
Hesre E¥ W eara nsnally hhiwee his framec
after fat-topping. There is 2 Ict te this
fat-topping. Properly done it adds ma-
terially {0 the efficiency of the gun 1
have seen several frames that were net
pivpesly  fat-topped, the barrel (hecads
having been burned so that the barrels had

£

10 be sweated in the frames. Such a inb
s no good.  Bradley recently wumed ow

the best flat-top S AL joh T have ever seen,
the threads not Fort o the feast,
Both Colt and Smith & We

action heavy calther guns may he easile
converted tnto reslly effcient pocket guns
or 5 d Detective Specials, With the
Smith & Wesson the bareel should not be
eyt off shorter than jusr fugh with the for-
ward end of the elector lzteh: then 2 band
front aight can be made up and the lower

7 dotible
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part of the band cut away so i will fiv just
above the ejeerar Lach B ovan then be
both gweste mned 1o the
make 5 very mal,
wandiard Fwed gl on the
rear. or oni of the special res s The
Smith & Wesson will be found a very good
fit for most average size hands. The Colt
New Service will be found idead for men
with exiremels Jarge hands and can be
cut off 1o the eiector rod, making a very
shory gun.  If such guns are 1o be used
only doulde action, as McGivern uses them,
then the hammer spur can well be cul off,
leaving nothing 1o cateh in the pocket or
on the clothing.

Many men have extremely long fingers,
and have trouble gotting their fingers into
the trigger guard as nuickly az they should
under siress of excitement, or in extreme
speed fests. For such the best and only
cure i5 tooent et the front portion of the
trigges guard, so thai there is nothing in
the way to prevent the trigger finger from
finding the trigger in the least possible
time, Berns cuis out his slip gun trigger
gunrd this daes FuaCerald of
Colt's.  Newman ofien cwt his trigeer
guards away entirely on his slip guns.
Newman's pocket guns were a pair of 7%-
inch 45 Colt clip guns. He habitually
carried these guns in his front trousers
pockets.

The base pin of the S0 A Colt can be
improved by making a new one of tool stee]
with u large head that is easilv grasped for
removal. Also the basge pin catch as regu-
larly furnished on S AL Colt muns s totally
inadequate for heavy caliber guns with full

da aod wil nearly always fail to hald
the hase pin in
place under ex-
treme recoll
There are sev.
eral methods of
i ik bles
trouhle A
longer and
stiffer sprring
mav he used,
which often
does the (rick.
The oid serew.
! ¢ pin
catck 4z hetter,
The hest hage-
pin catches

vave ever used

her the
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were designed by Hamli
Croft, in two general
types. One is a lever
fitted into the front of
the frame, that locks
crosswise of Lhe base pin.
This has 2 small spring
plunger, fited at my sug-
gestion and similar to the
ull 3larps, 1o Bold the
lever in place. The other
catch that Croft designed
is much more simple.
mote easily fitted and to
my notion i3 the best
of them all. The hale
through which the regu-
lar spring screw tvpe of
cateh is ficred s dritled
out slightly larger, and a
pin with a small lever ar
the vight-harnd end is fit-
ted in this hole. The pin
s cut awoy at one paint,
s0 that when the lever is
turned up. the base pin
can be removed or sl
back into plice. When
the lever fs turned down,
the round bady of the
pint locks tight in the corresponding cut in
the base pin.  There is also a small pin an
the inside of the lever at the bottom. that
locks in a small hole on the side of the
frame, when the lever is turned down. 1
shot over 300 of the very heaviest black-
powder 4% Colt loads through ome of
Croft’s guns so arpripped. and there was
never the slightest sign of lonsening of ¢ he
base pin.

Croft and Sedgley designed a main
spring similar in shape to the ane employved
in the Colt Officers’ Model,  This spring
speeds up the action somewhat, and has
never given the least trouble. However, {
do not believe it will stand as much abuse
as the Newman spring. The laiter i
sfower. but iz unbreakabie: i1 encks very

st

SINGLE ACTION FLAY TOP WITH REBOUNDING

FIRING PIN, SPECIAL RASF prw,

JUNE, 1932

AND ¢Rir

SIMILAR TO CROFT GRIP EXCEPT CUTDOWN 10

FIT A SMALL HAND. BASE pIN CATCH NOT YET
FITTED. WORR DONE By BRADLEY

TWO 28 COLT LIGHTRING MODELS. UPSK# ONF WITW oRIP CHANGED

BY BRA&DLEY

sufficientlv

softly and easily. snd is E
il with the

strong to fire the pr
minitnum of jar
When frames are
tended, or Just an o
is added, then the te
cut off 1o allow the ha
Thiss wiss

i and ex-
ar sight base
the bamsner s
G go in under
s the ham-

the cxtonsion,
mer far and speeds up 12 v Hammer
spurs can be ot off and welded on iy g
lower position. and the general comour of
the thumbe-piece altered 15 sform to the
general design of the & hambplace.
The Biskey thumboni, alt vidds the
nicest and best ham tall though
ane has either (o remastel o Bixiey or wreck
one 1o get the thumt ioweld on ot
the 8 A hammer, s are csrefully

nepE

relardencd  aiter this

work is dose,
4 1

Single Action guns may
be ey cantverted inta

slips quns by che removal
of the trigger and the
addition of the Newrman
slip hammer and mam
spring. I i s desired 1o
lighten the regulae 3 4
mainspring, this may he
castly done by loes
the mainspring screw
putting & Jeather §
under the lower epd of
the spring, below ihe
screw. and rhen tighten.
ing the screw.  Any do-
sired stifiness can be g
cured by the use of -
ol different thicknes

single Action ¢
may he made sais
s carrridges  in the
exvtinder by the addiion
ther bolt eur an
rder so that the
eviinder vun fs bucked
between chambers, Crof:
dezipned and had feied
in 3 Single Action a Ivose firthg pin, en-
tireke separate and detached from the ham -
seer o This enatiles Bim (o (urher lighten
the hammer, and does away with any pos-
sibility of the fring pin hole in the recotl
shich endarging: and it is also ag improve-
stoon the reeoll shivld o plute,  Brade
fey has now gone a step farther and made
S ng nring pin for the S0 AL
similar 1o that dn the 43 Cul Automatie
The pin being itself shorter than the dis.
tance betwern haramer Y200 and primer the
s is absolutely safe with «ff six < hambers
wnded. The hamrer s best earried righ
dont on the frame, and no aniount of
pounding an the hammer will fre the gun
A epring halds the firing i bk 1o tecnive
the hammier blaw, the nin

8 E2 <]

me

ACUT-DOWN MODEL 1917 S. 4 W REVOLVER
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LATEST DESIGN OF
BERNS-MARTIN
HOLSTER

forward like a bullet and continuing to
move aiter the hammer has come to rest
against the frame.  The momentum of the
firing pin cxplodes the primer. T believe
this is one of the greatest improvements
recently made in the & A Colt.

The safety and half-cock notches should
be cut off the Single Action hammer before
it is re-casehardened.  These are net nece
essary, and cauge much trouble when the
gan {xlls Iote the hande of o novies v
someone not familiar with the 8 A Of
course if the gun be a :
notches make no difference.

Anyone interested it the Single Action
Colt slwuld sead M. Tlathawsy's wrlivle
in Twe Awerrcan RivieMax of April,
1627, For the benefit of those who have
tot a copy of this fssue, T will brielly cover
somne of the more important changes (o
bammer. bolt, and bolt-and-{ngger spring
as described by him. Tirst, rake the hame
mer. The liftle sharp-cornered pin that
times the refease of the covlinder boll s
usually {urnished about twice az long as
necessary. and thus causes the hall prong
to be sprung in twice as far as necessary
This sometimes causes the bole prong to
break, cepecially in very cold weather,
Chind this plu down, perfectly flat and
paraflel with the surface of the hsmmer
from which it projects. Grind it off abount
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Bali way down fo the hammer. or annil the
rpatnng portion of the pin is equal
thickness to the holt prong that it actuaies.
Care should be viken not to alier the slope
of the pin e that would change the timing
af the balt,  Next, take the bolt. Deter-
mine firgt if the holt is drawn down farther
than necessary to release the evlinder when
the cocking operatton 1s commenced.  If
so. then the end of the bolr prong that
works in conjunction with the ahove-men-
toned pin on the side of the hammer.
should be carefully dressed off a little at
a time undil the bolt s just drawn down
frush with the {rame, thus greatly lessening
the arount of bending tmpased on the holt
spring. Next, take & smadl reund jewel-
er’s, or so-called “needle” dile. and round
out the end of the sguare dividing eut
that separates thw two prongs of the bolt
Breakage ustally ocrurs where the operat-
g prong joins the main bady of the holp
Rounding cut this sharp mside corner
greatly Iessens the liobiliiy of breakoge.
Next fike the bolt-and-trigger spring. The
bol: spring, or shorter prong of ths spring.
is where the grief usislly ocours if at all
This bolt half sheuld be rapered frem the
base out to the tip, where Bt
bears on the bolr. such tapering
to be in the thickness of the
oring, and ot in the widih.
T rhis is done cavefully there
is mighty Httle possibility of &
holt spring ever breaking, Pav
ne aftention ta the shight upe
turn at the end of the soring
and flc Juat ez 3 thy apring
were flat, removing
turned tip. This spring shouléd
be tapered to sbout malf n
thickness on the extreme fip
sl be anopven
taper from full thic
base. tothe tip I
portant o e lengtt
springs so thal no sor
vesull zeruss their surd
might ire time :
Personally,  about  the oniv
trouble I have ever had with
S A parte hyesking
with the bhnk and
spring. and thiz im extr
weather i Montar
fearned to property
prants &b T
bacd more than tws
to hreak and none
wan altering them.
ioniid be cut oF
turn  the
place. and ne more, when the
hammer ie pulled all the wae
back. I it tends to turn the

wylonder past center, then it ix

p
thEeoup

a8

aned re

form  cracks

very hard on the holt soid bl
cuts in the ovhnder, and alza

wsell W ad ing
are carciuliv band.
5 of the action an
The

donhi

op thr hang
{?ZLIIS OIne sobim
polished. the smooth

be improved very mach.
iz not
will be.

abardete, and |
duuble action Colt and Smuh &
; gone are very carotullv ftied and
finished inside. and theve is selifom any
work pouessary on thedr acddoos, lrxupj'
adiusting trigeer pulle and the lightening
ot the Colt double action mainsprings for
extreme rapid-fre double action work. 1
befieve Ed McGivern of Montana uges all
Colt double zotions with the mainspringy
a5 dssued and he ats double aciion
altogether for foer arris! or group shooting,
He has {ollowed this trick in exhuhition
haating s well ac proctical self-defense
work. for o good many 2 ears, and no doubs
Itis trigger fingers are very well dovelopud,
snd 3 liule difference w the werght of the
1A poll does not apparentiy bother him
in the buoat

Although 1 have wsed a six gus practic
calle afl my Bife. I bad never untl recemtiy
arempted serial shooting or any double
action shonting excent the avcagonal bust-

THY
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ing of 1 beer boitle thrown up by some cow-
puncher friend, and a Hitle fast hip shoot-
ing from an old rod-ejector D-A. Colt. 1
have known that MeGivern cauld make
siX hiis on fairly large tin cans thrown up
by an assistant, using a .33 Special O, AL
Colt. T have often heard men say that it
couldn’t be done. but for my part 1 knew
MeGivern would mever have clabmed (o
clo this stunt unless he had actually done ir.
and done it
many limes at
that, as he is al-
WAYS VErY Con-
servative in
reporting  his
work Also,
John  Newman
managed to fire
six shots from
a slip gun at a
can thrown up
around 18 or 20
fest in the alr,
making four or
five hits, I have
forgetten
whivli, Thawugh
the kindness of
a guncrank
friend I had the
apportunity to
try this  stunt
myself with a
new 38%.44
Smith & Wes-
son, with vari-
ous loads 1
started in a few
days before
Christmas, and
though 1 wase
able to get off
only one shot at
the beginning,
and quite often
missed that one
shaot, Teeon
worked up unti]
I was making
two, and often
three, hits, I
threw a gallon
can up left handed. and fired right handed.
} opracticed quite a bit, snapping on empty
cases. By Chrictmas I had made five hits
once, and once had pot all six shots through
5 can before it came down tg the level of
the gun,  This with Standard Western
full-power loads in the 38 Special. T man-
aged vo make four and five hits qulte often
after a little more practice. also the same
number with the Western Super Police
loads, which have a little more recoil
which slows one up. [ tried twa diffcrent
Officers’ Model Colts, but found the main-
springs too strong to make more than four
hits. T guess my finger isn't as strong as
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MaGivern's. T mecd about 20 vears more
practice.  With the Smith & Wesson [

found that I could turn the mainspring
tension gerew out three 1o four Tull turne
and still fire the carreidees  This is a greas
help toa fellow with a weak trigger finger,
raised on the Single Action. [ tried a box
of Remington Kleanhore 33 Short Colt

v baidges with vuiside Jubricated bullets,
in the same 38-43, with the net cesult that

HOW THE BERNS MARTIN HOLSTER IS WORN

shots each were
L course these
it and cnabled

my fast fve strings of
all hits on the gallon cans
fittle tondax had no recoll at
one to stay on the can wuch more easily
Tam going to try this stunt with the shp
gun next, and then feyv it onosmalber ohigors,
This shows what progiess even o 3.4 man
cah make in a short thne ang with only 4y
rounds of ammuniiion.  The Colt main-
spring could be cut down so {1 would seilt
fire the primer and grealy speed up the
action for fast work,

When beginning this zort of work [ he.
lieve the best guns woubd be the new Coh
Offivers’ Modol and Of

-
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calther, with the mainsprings lightened as
much as possible: the new K- 72 Smith &
Wesson. and the new Colt Ace. [ do not
tilta the Smith & Wesren 22 320 It is so
hight, especiadly Jn the barrel, that it feels
vach ke a fly rod in the hand. The Colt
Whoodsman i3 very much the same.
Personadly T prelet the Government
model Colt auromnalic te any and sl other
autormatics. The Ace, the Super 32 and
the 43 wil]
make 1 Mmost ex-
cellent outfit for
the vsers of
AULGBATI Pid-
tols. The Super
A8 and the 43
eould by groatly
improved hy
fitting them
with higher, ad-
justable sights.
The later issurs
of the Super 38
came mi with
wide front and
rear Patridge
type sights,
whicrhare a
great improve.

course sights
any design can
be easily fitied
to these guny
and wher this e
dona it i3 much
easier toy do the
fine shooting
with them thur
they are really
capable of
doing. O Meara,
Jas. V. Howe
and Bradley ars
equipped 1o do
anv of the re.
madeling jobs 1
have mentioned
The Crofr
Noo tarpixthe
only one that i3
apy improvement over the standard §. A,
and then only for slew fire. This is 2 mogt
excelient giip for sy deliberaie shootiog,
The hamimer must bave a base welded on
tike that of the Bisley to all the cut in the
kigh Back strap when this grip is used.
Sivegun grips can be chaneed to al-
mast any desired shape and size. This §e
accomplished by cutting off . welding. and
ding the straps to any desired shape.
Of course the straps of the S A zad the

firer madel af Colt TV A oy are the
easiest of all 1o alter, bt other guns may
he chapeed if necessary araple of
thas s hwstrared inoa Grstooedied Colt, &
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3% or so called “Lightning ™ model aliered
by Bradlev. The original and improved
grips are shown for comparson,

Many grips can bs completely and caaly
changed by restocking with farger grips of
wood or ivory.  In woed, only Circassian
walnut should be used. Tt is hard encugh
1o take the checking properly. and thus
patky o goud job, and one that will last
To my mind, nothing equals good, full,
elephant ivory grips, with the right or left
grip {(depending upon which hand the gum
is used in) carved in relief. Such carving
fills out the hotlow of the hand and affords
a very secure hold, Even plain uncarved
ivory has & sticky feel when any appreci-
able pressure is applied, and is not slippery
like pear] or hard rubber. Any design,
alinost, can be employed, such as an Ameri-
can eagle, Mexican eagle, ox head. buifalo,
Indian head or eagle head. T recently saw
a friend’s 44 S5 & W, fitted with carved
ivery depicting & full African Hon and it
made a very fine and beautiful grip.  Ivory
gradually colors with age. like an old meer-
schaum pipe. which adds greatly to its
natural grain and beauty.

L] ® ¥ ¥ *® L3

When a sailor, and especially one who
has been a member of the Navy Rifle Team
for 2 gaod many vears, gets marooned for
shore duiy on the coast of Alaska for any
length of time. he is apt te think things,
and hus plenty of time Tor so doing. Then
when said satlor gets a chance again to
aszociate with hiz old cronise, he iz apt
to put some of his thoughts inte action,

Such 15 the case with one J. E. Berns,
not unknown o these columns, or to Camp
Perrv. Tt so ‘xappcncd that friend Berns
got mareoned in Alaska with a T2E ik
S0AL Colt slip gun, and no proper way of
carrving his artillery.  Bems found that
when he packed this long gus in an ordi-
nary open-top  holster, it projecied down
his leg quite far. and was apt {0 zet inte
the snow he was wading through. He alse
feund (hat this longer gun was muwch
slower to get into action from the holster,
as it required radsing quite high to clear the
holster.  Stll, he bked thiz long gun.
especially for game shooting. and set to
work to devise some sort of holster in
which he could carry it rather high when
hunting on feot, and in which it would
also be well hidden under the coat in strect
attive, and still be easily and quickly ac-
cessible from this high-bel position. Being
a Ane farget shit and used o baving fas
sghts smoked black (0 prevent reteciion
and plire. Mr. Berns alse wanted 3 holster
that would carry the gun without rabbing
the soot from the sights

While at the 1ah Mr Rerne deeided (o
include several other imparrant foatures
in the new holster design. The phaotos tell
how well he succecded. In this work he
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was fortunate in baving the a
My Martin, alse of the Navy Rite Team.
who s not only an excellent shot hut g very
skt boather worker as well

1 had the pleasur ey oue the Brst
{wo of these holsters that were made.
and Tound that for o foag-barreled six-gun.
It not for any six-gun, and lor & right or
feft-tard draw from e hipg, this was the
fastest rig I had ever encountereid. This
is the only belt holster that | know of that
permits the wearer 1o get his gun spuickly
from the high-belt position on the right or
left side. and it does not make any ditfer-
ence what the length of the barrel may be.
OF course when the gan is worn under a
coat, the cross-draw hofster and a short
gun are & fasier combunation: hut manv
officers prefer a gun on the right hip,
especially tn warm weather when the coal
13 worn unbuttoned. as the right hip pos
tion is ot 50 conspicunus.

Fur the prine offiver’s us < hwlster has
many good points. The hauung. that com-
pletelv covers the trigger guard sbsolnely
prevents the gun from dled ous by
anvone from behind e a sole-
leather shoulder tited o Ihe muzee,
which helds the gu 3 connection
with this trigger-guard ¥ v, The hol-
ster is fivted with a block of sude lesther or
plastic wood under the trigeer guard. A
halt locks this securely o vhe back portion
of the spring. which &5 » ke the spring
of the shoulder holster  Leather stops are
fited on each side of the heli preventing
the holster from sliding doring the Araw
No g strap oy tie s ded on this
holster, unless one is ing saddle
hroncos, when of course he must needs tie
his gun down 1o prevent 1) THET SpUr
fromn sisihing his olfsea Bad this
eocur while riding hard b * horges.,

One can get a gun fro halster {rom
many positions in wh wid be ex-
iremely awkward to dra sv regular
apen-top holster; while sitting in a car seat,
fur example, nr at 3 This outfit
i= much fasfer, expocia
than anv other in es
2 shoulder halster ane
change or shift his grip
drawing. before he can
aecessary with the crosses
hip holzters. but 1
upt clear of the lea:
pukz*d zhead at t e ‘qrm'

S

hirea

coompetled o
the gun after
This i nos
ani regular

holster mmwhr ub(‘
Gring as the wrist snaps rhe
line. With a Hitle
gun the same cach tine
and fred. and a hit recorded
target at 10 vards in C0 cerand or denn f
the hard is on the gun at the start: and in
15 second or less if the band is 4 font or
mare sbove the gun,

When wig the target or adver-
sary, he can make a hit quicker from this
type ol boioer than from a crossdraw
boister.  For one thing, the gun is jerked
straight toward the target. while the cross
draw necessitates vither rurming the whele
bendy sideways 1o the warget. or clse stop-
ping the swing of (he gun snd arm at the
right sestant Lo lee i€ up with the mark.
I do not belirve there iz any method of
packing a gun that is as fast to get into
action with 5 a holster hung low on the
right leg. i the gun hand is away from the
gun 2t the stare of the draw. O course,
this applics o wraring the gun openly
without & coat. When coversd by a coat,
then 1 befiove the cross Adraw is the faster,
ag the left hand can be used to pull tht
cost out of the way at the same instant
that the right hand goes for the gun The
eoat omust be worn psorly butioned,
though, or the gun will show  This spred
holster is less conspicuous than a cross-
draw holster. and the coat can be left open
if the gun helt is also used for a waist belt,

This Berns-Martin holster is the only
otie T have ever seen that does not in any
Calse Fronst sigld uf the
gun.  Even shoulder hoisters wear the
front sight. as this sight rakes all the pres-
sure when the g f dout. This wear
soon changes the elevation, to say nothing
of rounding off the corners o the sight,
With the new holster no leather comes
into contact with the sehta This is a
preat boan to the target poncher. as be can
blacken his sights at home, pue on his coat,
and zo to the range with the porfect sssur-
t the sights will =till be bircked
s rosdy ro fire his siving These
¢ can be made sither right or left

EEN: wodt s the

Martin uses only fine bridle feather in
the munuiacture of his holsiers, doing all
the sewing by band with heavy thread,
He doex a most excellens ioh of fitting the
tolster o the gun. The fit of the gun in
this holster is very important, and only
the gun for which the holster mus origl-
nally made should he used In it Martin
anly makec i these antfite tagether that
is. belt and holster campleis, so as to inv
sure the hoister working properiy  Helt
stons must be sewn on cach side of the

holster to prevent the |
drawing, and o insure
tixed positi
place of the bele
e Gited on sach side
Marrin usual
< the feather toa r'(‘
The ¢
un ‘.cry secureiy,
wverted and shaken with W gUR Com-
wmg ou, vel the gon o deawn in-
stantly.  Thiz is very impovtant {or an

[T

- , i

dyrired
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AUSTRIAN 6UN CRAFT

(Continued jrom page 31
and artistic decoration, Austria regns
suprenme.

In order to iflustrate this contention,
the pictures of a few arms may serve, All
of the pictures of rifles represent arms
made to special order ag regards ealiber,
dimensions, and finish. For rides and shot-
quns, very little “drop” is my specification
kev word; Jor pistols I invariably prefer
the “Oriental” form of grip. meaning an
obtuse angle between batrel and stock,
The decorations in most instances are in
the form of oak leaves and some French or
English style of scroll engraviag, but there
are very few game scenes. The latter are
beautiful, but the truc relief work i3 so
very expensive when performed by a real
artist that so far I refrained from making
myself a present of a rifle decorated in this
manner.

My favorite arm is shown by Figure 1.
It is an over-and-under double rifle for the
6.6/ 70-mm. cartridge, with sbout 2,100
{5, velocity and some 1,500 . p. energy.
Te i goud envugh for deey, Lt pring-
pally intended for the chamois (Alpine
mountain geat), and has barrels of about
22 inches. The two barrels are octagon
in shape, and of Antinit steel. The matted
rib, connceting picce and inckivg teeth are

milled out of ane piece of stecl. Not being
a friend of bammrerless erms. 1 had the

rifle equipped with two rebounding ham-
mer lncks of watehlike precision. The
stock, which reaches to the muezle, is of
inimitable Styrian walont, embellished
with staghern ornaments. The rifle is
superbly accurate.

Pigure 2 shows a single-shot falling
block rifle with  Antinit  steel barrel,
equipped with a Yi-inch maued nib. The
action iz of English tool steel, demownt-
able witheut the ajd of tools, every part
polished and checkered, the outside dec
orated with oak leaves and gold-inlaid
acorns. It is a take-down, and shoots the
$.2-mm. Manlicher cartridge, which is un-
equaled for penstration.  As regards ac-
curacy, it equals the over-and-under jus
described.

The next cut, Figure 3, is of a four-
barrel combination gun which Mr. Rosen-
berg, in his article appearing in the De
cember, 1031, issue, called a “monstros-
ity Twe shotgun harrels on top, (wo
rifle barrels underneath. the latter per-
forming remarkably well at a distance of
30 yards, Lhe gun 18 intended {or amall
game only, taking the 410 shot and Aus-
trian Hornet rifle cariridges

The next in line, Figures 4 and I, repre-
wnts 3 concession to modern times by a
sportsman who believes that high-powered
bolt-action riflez belong to the soidiers.
and that their use on game is not good
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sportsansiip The rifle shown is the weli-
known Manbcher-Schocnauer, the only
bolt-action  gun, except the Model 83
straighit-pull Manticher, which (s oot mon-
strous 1o appearance.  The barrel is of
Antinit ¢teel, with & 'i-inch matted rib,
The bolt handle is Mnted, with knob in the
formt of an acorn, action richkly band en-
graved ond gold inlaid, The nifle shoota
the normal M.-5 631Z.mnu. cartridge, and
is equipped with a Bailie-Grohman ad-
lustable peep sighi

A fine target pistol {Figure 45 for the
Ausirian Hornet cartridgs concludes the
show, I1 is a little gem In appearance,
shape and performance. haz an agtagon
Antinit steel barrel with marted zop the
action iz of the falling Borepe. aotu.
ated by oo concealed lever A 'xmiectmi
precision bead and micrometer notch
sight permit of accurate aiming. The 1em
is richly engraved and gokl inlaid. and de-
RESITN

o ble by haond, withons
Most all of the rifle and gun fends. hike
myselt, who do not consider thelr arm just
a murder tool. uninteresting in itsedf like
3 plumber’s monkey alt familiar
\wh the German sh v')or'imz
weapons; therefore T reirain fram sending
pictures of those tha 1 ety bod}
can ezstly make comparisons as regards
ferm and generd oapy Bt andy
those who own high-grade Avatrian arms
will realize the full ewient of their ex

TAN

cetlence.

Apart drom fieearsss, Austriz harbors
several reat arfists an b Qo ot Kotde-
making. The greatest of them aill, Pro-

called the
carving.

steethersy hanting

(7

fessor Bluemelbuber, oo
only remainiag authority an gteel
The knife called the ©F
knife” {carved handle al
is made of one piece of ¢

soin Figure 7o
‘precious’

steel. What this mea v be real
ized by examining the ation, and in

Hetore re-
v Urestedd” i
silet he drove

particadar the hollow ba
leasing the weapou,
With one blow of a hexv

inrh thick  withane o A poing
From the master’s ewn statement 1 under-
stand that several months are reauired to
produce such 3 knife

price of ahout $500 i ao

LD

In conseruence the
anteasonable

Knives and athor edge weapons of distine.
ton and excelivnce are also produced
Johann Springer’s Ecben, m Vienna,

A peculiar vuston of the old-time Euro-
pean gentleman must be mendoned in
order that the shapes of the huming
knives, ur rather short hunting swords.
may be understood. Tt is not gemtloman-
like to carry tools. An ax or hatchet is
comsidered o (ool and in consequence no
gentleman will carry ene Therefore, the
heavy huming knife. or Arandhauer
(Flgure §) must perfora the duty of the
small ax. The narrow-bladed “stag catch-

ers” {handle shown tn Figare 9% are used
1o give the conp de grace 1o 4 wounded
stay or deer. hecause a gentleman should
nat chact any game rhat has heen hiroushs
down by a1 shot

FHE BERNS MARTIN HOLSPER
t Condinued from pige 26

officer’s use, as he may lose his {ooting
when runping, ot be knocked off his {ect
or rotiod gver in a serimumage. Nearly all
other raw helsters wil allow
vhe gun zo rall oot in such clroumstances.
ani i wtied vers tight and s Jex
etrap used,

This hodster can be fastened to the {rong
of the zar seat near the log, or on the dash
or the steering wheel of thr— car, for quick
use. A\ banker or storckeeper can fasten
i jus Che sonsiirt i oany pushiun,
and kitow thar Be can get his gun instanthy
if necessary. uch an arrangement is very

Bt ik dr
N

wpithor

much betier than having the qun in a
drawer, or on a shelf where it may be
knocked off. and where it 15 out of reach

T can see more possibilities and advan.
tages in this holster than in any other |
have ever used. 1t protects the gun pers
fectlv. vet the qun is alwavs accessible
This is the fizhtest belt and holster com
binatiorn 1 have cver seen 2o be made oy
such thoroughly sirong and durable mate
rials.  The tnside of the spring 18 carefuliy
firead with leather, which prevents v from
wearing the bluing off the gun. OUne must
see and vse this outht to reslly approciate
its worth.

Berng and Martin have decided not to
parent this holster, but anvone wishing o
heve such an omne made up for him can
write § B Beras, 1003 Sixth 5t Bremer
rore, Wash Al gnthits made up will have
a safety strap as in the Blusiration, with
a drong. durable glove fastener. for ue
when the qun will not be necded instantly,
or when riding.  Once unsnapped. this
safety strap does not in anv way interfere
with a qmrk s T rake my hat il 1o
for having prodoced the

arsd rest practical belr
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The “Pony Express” .22 caliber
single action was made in
limited numbers by o midwest
firm and today they are rare.

One of the many guns the
Spanish hove copied is the Colt
1873.-This copy is in ,44-40,
d-inch barrel and wood grips.

This is o single action many

never think of, ¢ Reming-
ton New Model 18748 in .44
caltber with o 82-inch barrel.

24
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Colr Single Action Sesquicen
‘tennial Model in .45 Long Colt
i¥ one of fifty issued by Colt in
1964 in honor of Samvel Colt.

[l

o 4

tarting back in 1836, Col. Sain Colt designed better even than

he knew when he produced tihe Patterson Colt, then the Walker,
next the Dragoons and later the 1851 Navy, 1860 .44 Army and the
many smaller models, ending with the old Peacemaker .45. These
guns and the later Rugers are the best pointing of any handguns
ever made. They are better for hitting in hip shooting, shooting after
dark or any instinctive fast work with a sixgun, due to the shape and
angle of their grip to frame and barrel.

No gun is any faster to draw and hit with for the first shot than
the Colt and Ruger single actions. For me, at least, they are the fastest
of all guns for quick draw out of a holster or from a belt clip for the
first shot, These guns point naturally if the eyes are focused on the
target and enough practice has been employed. One soon learns to
throw a slug anywhere he wants it at close range.

The single action can be fired effectively with more parts removed
than any other sixgun. It is the favorite where gunsmiths are fewest.
As long as you have a hammer and main spring, hand and hand
spring and a bolt and bolt half of that spring you can fire a single-
action Colt effectively.

John Newman, noted exhibition shooter, had two .45 Colt single
actions converted to pocket-size slip-hammer guns, without even in-
cluding triggers in the mechanism. His mainsprings were made up
from two opposing corset springs. He removed the regular hammer
spurs, replacing them with short, stubby slip spurs. He did very effec-
tive work with his .45 Colts so worked over. He carried the two .45
2-inch barrel slip guns in his front pants pockets. When expecting
trouble, he usunally had one hand in a pocket, holding one of these
stubby .45s. No smart hold-up artists wanted anything to do with
him. He could make three hits on a can tossed up in the air with
one of those stubby .45s.

No other gun is quite as reliable, day in and day out and year
after year, as a properly remodcled .45 slip-hammer single action.

I played with slip guns for a couple of years and then found out
it required a hard grip and that you could not do good shooting with
both trigger gun and slip guns. So, with a great many guns to test, I
finally dropped the use of the slip gun. You could get off accurate
shots with it once the proper grip was mastered, the same as the
trigger gun. Still, the two types of gun and technique did not mix. 1

When the internal parts of a single-action Colt are properly pol-
ished and worked over, it is a very reliable gun and seldom, if ever,
gets out of order. I have covered this work in many articles. The stud
that actuates the bolt should be ground down flat on the hammer until
just enough is left to catch the bolt arm and thus avoid excessive




Beginning a three-part series on single
& actions, double actions and automatics by
nossibly the world's greatest practical
gxpert on handguns...
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by Elmer Xeith Shooting Editor
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The strength of the single

action’s solid frame makes it

less likely to come apart if

digesting an overlood. Ruger's

hoavy magnums take
s0dvantage of this feature,

y

springing of the arms to cam over this
stud. The bolt arms should be tapered
to prevent fracture and the trigger and
bolt spring should also be tapered
toward their tips. Then, the cut between
the two limbs should be rounded to
prevent breakage.

With the fine Ruger single actions
nothing of this sort is necessary. Years
ago, R.F. Sedgley of Philadelphia and
Herb Bradley, late of Salmon, Idaho,
fitted coil springs throughout in SA
Colts. They were then almost unbreak-
able and very reliable,

Ruger went Colt, Sedgley and Brad-
ley one better by designing one of the
most foolproof single actions ever pro-
duced. It will stand more snapping.
more abuse and more heavy loads than
any other sixgun ever produced. It is
today our finest single action. I watched
a Ruger Single Six on an electric ma-
chine that cocked and snapped that
little gun continuously through six days
and nights of an NRA Convention and
it was still in good shooting order at
the end of that period.

When fitted with proper target sights
like the late Dragoon Ruger .44 Mag-
num and the Combination .22 LR and
26

.22 Magnum, these guns are usually
just as accurate as any other pistol,

I worked with Bill Ruger in the de-
sign of these fine guns and they have
won most guick-draw contests. Further,
the Dragoon Ruger .44 Magnum will
take more heavy hand loads by actual
test than any sixgun made and still be
in accurate, and perfect working order.
Properly tuned up, a good single action
with target sights in .44 Special, .41
Magnum or .44 Magnum is just as ac-
curate as any other gun made in cylin-
der persuasion.

So much for the attributes of the
single actions, now let us look at their
faults. With all the old Colts having the
firing pin integral with the hammer and
even the later separate firing pins first
brought out by Herb Bradley and later
by Ruger, only five cartridges could be
carried in the gun safely unless you used
one of Captain Hardy's holsters. Cap-
tain Hardy designed a small strip of
leather just the width of the hammer,
sewed to the top front of his open top
holster and with a hole in it for the
firing pin of the SA Colt to rest in. With
this rig you could carry six rounds in
the chambers safely, as you simply let

o . v- -
Joint of frame und bemel is the
weokest point of revolver de-
sign, cither SA or DA types.

the hammer down with its firing pin
through the hole in this narrow strap,

It was and is a better system than
any thong over the top of the hammer
spur as the gun has to be partly cocked
to clear the holster. 1 still have one of
the rigs Captain Hardy made for me
many vears ago. 1 have known several
men who carried six rounds in their
Colt single actions and when they hung
a heavy stirrup up on the saddle horn
to cinch their horses, the damn stirrup
slipped and came down on the ham-
mer spur of their guns, shooting them
through the leg.

The single action is slow to unload
the empties and slow to reload as com-
pared with a modern double-action gun
or the fast clip-loading of an automatic.
Just the same, I saw Thell Reed do a
mighty fast job of unloading empties
and refilling his .45 single-action Colts,
The single action is fast enough for any
repeat shots with heavy cartridges. You
cock the gun as it raises in vour hand
in recoil and with any practice at all,
the gun recoils and throws the hammer
spur right under your thumb.

I don’t go with this old saw that you
have to hit with a lot of fast, small-

GUNS & AMMO
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caliber bullcts. Connect properly with
one heavy slug and the job is done, T
do not care for any gun that requires
three or four fast bits to accomplish the
purpose of one heavy slug.

The single action has the most com-
fortable grip of any handgun for use
with heavy loads, as the sloping grip
simply rolls up in the crotch of the
hand, thus cushioning recoil and plac-
ing the hammer spur right under the
thumb for the next shot. The solid frame
of the single action will take more abuse
and heavy loads than will any swing-
cylinder sixgun.

The weakest part of a sixgun for
handling pressures is the rear end of the
barrel cone where it projects through
the frame and the nexy is the cylinder
walls themselves, necessarily rather thin.
The Ruger Dragoon. however, with its
unfluted heavy cylinder is adequate for
any permissible heavy load in 44 Mag-
num. The Ruger alse has very little of
the thin rear end of barrel projecting
through frame which was a weakness
of the old Colts.

I wore a Colt single action with the
same regularity as my pants for 30
years and slept with it inside my sleep-
MAY 1969

Fancy guns like this engraved Ruger
357 Blackhawk still have afl the
plain virtues of simple, sturdy
single-action mechanisms, like its
forerunner, the Coft SA Army, below.

Keith's sizeable collection
of single actions includes some
he has owned since WW/ ero,

Flat-top Colt fong-rangs single-action with
its 3-leaf rear sight, wos made for Keith by
Colt before WWIL, still is very accurate,

ing bag in bear country and it never let
me down.

Back in the late Twenties, Harold
Croft and 1 designed many improve-
ments for the Colt single action. These
included a flat-top extended-frame de-

Keith and exhibition shooter, Thefl Reed,
easily bridge the generation gap with in-
torast in and ability with SA‘s.

sign with a better base-pin catch, target
sights and lightened hammer, as well
as an improved main spring. These fine
guns were and are just as accurate as
any sixgun ever made. Later, Bill Ruger

adopted most of their improvements
along with his greatly improved and un-
breakable action parts.

In the latc 1880s Colt brought out
a fine flat-top target SA Army and also
a flat-top Target Bisley. T never had any
use for the Bisley because it pointed
too low for any fast work, but they did
have a superbly shaped hammer and a
wide trigger. Recently, Colt has again
brought out a fine flat-top target SA
Army, the finest gun Colt ever produced
in a sixgun, to my notion, and greatly
in demand today. The frame. however,
is too small and light for the .44 Mag-
num and the 44 Special with heavy
loads or the .45 Colt is its limit,

Ruger, 1 his Dragoon, has produced
a fine gun. Stronger in every way. with
nearty unbreakable parts and capable
of handling the .44 Magnum full loads
longer without breakage or repairs than
any other sixgun, He also adopted most
of our ecarly improvements and we
added some more, including the Colt
Dragoon grip. Today, the Ruger Dra-
goon and the late flat-top single-action
Colts are our finest single-action re-
volvers. Next month we will take up
the double action,
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NAVY ARMS
FAMOUS QUALITY
CRAFTSMAN KITS

Havken

IN PERCUSSION OR FLINT
.50 and .54 cal.

A new Hawken that has
been desi%ned s;mcifically for
the maxi ball. Some of the more
outstanding features are the stain-
tess steal insert which reduces the
size of the chamber, a poputar
British Traget Rifle concept. Our
famous Navy precision-rifled pre-
straightened (TM) octagonal
barrel. it also features an
* American Walnut stock,
solid brass furniture and
dbl. set triggers. Available
"as a kit or fInished rifle
in both .50 and .54
aliber,

The
Mountain
Man’s Choice

The .36
caliber Classic

Twister Kit is one

of our most popu-
lar modeis and of-
fers the do-it-your-
seifer the finest quality
construction money can
buy. Complete instruc-
tions for easy assembly
as well as care and firing
are included.

‘America’s First
Revolving Firearm

Amaricas
first double-
action pistol
brought to
you in a
quality,
complete,

o= T DR
@'\

.

”

THE easy con-
ETHAN ALLAN _struction
PEPPERBOX kit.

‘T'he sbove guns are
also available totally
finished. gee tham at your

favorite spoarting goods
department today,
Send $2.00 for 25th Anniversary
Color Catalog

» NAVY ARMS CO.

689 Bergen Bivd. Dent. GA
Ridgetietd, NJ 07657
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By Elmer Keith, Executive Editor

EDITOR'S NOTE:

This issue concludes Elmer’s article on
“Saddle Gun Packing.” In this month's in-
stallment, he discusses his preferred meth-
ods of packing rifles and handguns for
sporting or law enforcement uses.

Early on, I learned the northwest posi-
tion, used by about all Montanans at that
time. That method was to sling the riflc on
the near or left side. Run the forward scab-
bard strap through the fork on the saddle
and the rear scabbard strap can be run
through a rear latigo keeper or a loop tied
in the cantle string. This position allows
the rifle to be carried, sights up, along the
barrel of a horse. If he goes down for some
reason, or is floundering through a bog
hole, the rifle is out of the way of his feet

and is least apt to be damaged. If it is a
gentle horse, the rifle can be slung under
the stirrup leather; but if the horse is a
bronc or riding rough country, I like to slip
the scabbard between the stirrup leathers.
Thus your weight on the stirrup also holds
the rifle in one position. You can ride a
hard bucking horsc and still keep your rifle
in place. It does not pound the horse and
when you jump off you can quickly reach
your rifle. Also, you can draw it easily
while still in the saddle. No other position
suits me, or most of the old-timers | know.
The rifle is best protected in this position
if a horse goes down. When you get off a
horse and tie him up or drop the reins, al-
ways take your rifle with you. as the horse
may want to roll and get that sweaty sad-
dle off his back with disastrous results to

the rifle.
Horses are also prone to rub against
continued on page 12
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THE ROTTWELL =
BRENNEKE SLUG
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& Experience of Keeping Our
& Customers Happy!

The good times, after the hunt
when buddies gather to reflect
# on the days events. A time when
product performance is always
under evaluation.
We are the Rottwsil Brenneke
Slug. Since the early 1930s our
= solid performance in the Ameri-
can Hunters success story has
become legendary. Today near-
ly 50 years later, he continues to
look to us for the same consistent
downfield accuracy, and shock
like hits on large game.

EOver the years it has become our
‘~ﬂ belief that the high-level of ex-
= cellence and
v quality we put
K,J into each Rottweil §

{

:_,*\;i/% Brenneke will as-

B 5
= &

sure our custom-
ers that they are
using the very
best for “that mo-
ment of truth.”

waight

12 |1.09 oz.
Brenneke Slugs are
16 [0.95 oz, available in all
= 3-gauges for
= 20 {0.85 oz. reloading.

If your dealer ig not stocking the
Rottweil- Brenneke. have him call
or write us today.

-
Dynamil Nobel

DYNAMIT NOBEL OF AMERICA INC
le, New Jersey 07647

(DEDIDLEEPEDEDIDID

tonehurst Coun
Phone (2 1680
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continued from page 10

trees, or other horses, when tied up and
this can also ruin a good rifle. Back in the
early Fifties the president of the NRA
asked me to design what 1 considered the
best possible saddle scabbard for the Boyt
outfit, which I did. Heavy saddle skirting
leather was used for a full-length case with
a heavy fleece lining throughout. A heavy
zipper around the butt end of the scabbard
keeps the rifle completely encased and pro-
tected come rain or snow. My scabbard is
now made only by Milt Sparks of Idaho
City, Idaho. You can carry a fine rifle in
this scabbard and keep it in perfect shape
and in a rain or snow storm you can pull
the zipper around the butt and have a clean
rifle and scope. { have found nothing on
the market to equal it, and my son Ted and
I used it every fall we were on a horse. This
scabbard and the northwest position is well
iltustrated in some of my books, namely
the 1965 edition of Guns & Ammo for Big
Game Hunting and in my latest, Hell, I was
There! and has been in quite a few of my
old articles.

Next, let us look at carrying the sixgun
on a horse. The best possible outfit is a
good gun belt and holster. My old batwing
chaps have a small ring in one of the con-
chos and I used to have a small snap in the
bottom of the holster. With the gun belt in
a comfortable position. I would snap the
snap in the ring on the concho and the gun
was tied down and in perfect position when
needed. T used only tight holsters so the
gun required a jerk to free it. This saved
my life a couple of times with wild broncs
and mean cattle. 1 used to punch a couple
of holes through the gun holster below the
triggerguard and then run a buckskin
thong through and tie it to give the exact
tension on the gun that I wanted. That was
before I designed No. 120 and No. 34
holsters for the George Lawrence Co. and
I had them made with a glove fastener and
a long safety strap 10 go over the gun. The
strap is long enough so that it can be folded
back under the gun beit if quick use of the
gun is needed. When riding a brong or fish-
ing, the strap ensures that the gun stays put
where vou want it. Today we mostly ride
gas burners and short guns arc in order so
they won't project down in the car seat and
raise your belt.

Milt Sparks and T redesigned Hank
Sloan’s old FBI holster by tipping the gun
butt forward and eliminating the closed
bottom that only caught leaves and dirt
and made the holster longer. Sloan's loose
fillet below the wriggerguard can be pushed
in for any desired tension and locked by
the big lock screw, which ensures any ten-
sion you want on the gun with no safety
straps needed. 1 remember the old holsters
made by the late Capt. A.H. Hardy. | have
one he made for me for a 4%-inch Single
Action Colt. In the top front of the holster
he sewed a narrow strap of light leather
just wide enough to go in the cut of the

Colt frame for the hammer. Then a small
hole was cut in the strap, through which
you could let the hammer down with the
firing pin. 1n this way the firing pin rested
through the small strip of leather and
could not reach the primer, so you could
carry six rounds safely in the old gun.
When you drew the gun, the first move-
ment backward to cock the gun also
cleared the firing pin from the strap so it
could be used in quick-draw hip shooting,
as well as holding the gun in the scabbard
even on a bucking horse. Capt. Hardy and
his daughter used to do the real shooting
for the movies from the sideline while the
hero pulled off impossible stunts with his
sixguns.

Shoulder holsters are needed today if
you pack a long-barreled gun in a car, as
the long guns are in the way and very un-
comfortable in any kind of belt rig. On
horseback. I don’t like a shoulder holster
but used to carry an extra gun in one when
hunting cow thieves in my earlier days. 1
remember once a bronc busted off down a
steep mountain with me and the extra gun

flew out of the shoulder holster and 1 spent
over two hours riding up and down the
trail before 1 found my extra gun in the
sagebrush. Some shoulder holsters T have
seen have too heavy of a retaining spring
and two men and a donkey are required to
pull the gun. These are not for me and 1
have used George Lawrence shoulder
holsters mostly. A gun can be concealed
well in a good shoulder holster and the gun
also has complete protection. Shoulder
holsters are comfortable when riding in a
car. When transportation was largely hay
burners you could carry anything from a
four- to a 7%-inch barreled gun on a gun-
belt, but now the horse days invoive iong
guns except for pack trips in the high coun-
try or isolated ranches throughout the
country. In the old days I never knew any
cowpokes who carried their guns halfway
down their legs as presently seen in so
many movies. John Wayne carried a six-
gun as most of us did, and it’s still the best
for gunbelt holsters. Crossdraw is some-
thing else and many of the old timers liked
a gun in a crossdraw holster, particularly
if they were roping heavy cattle. I used to
slide my gun around to the left side when
doing heavy roping, so the rope would not
snag the gun.

John Emmett Berns and [ designed the
upsidedown shoulder holster for short
guns. It is very fast for a shoulder holster
as the gun butt is in position to grasp and
a quick draw is possible. 1t 1s one of the
best methods for concealing a short gun

continued on page 16
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continued from page 12

and still have it instanily available. This
method 1§ especially popular with two- and
three-inch barreied revolvers,

Quick draw artists have their own de-
signs of holsters best suited to the individu-
al draws they use, but T am not going to get
wnto their designs. Most of them shoot as
the gun clears the holsier and T was taught
a different method, namely to draw and
throw the gun at the target and fire as my
arms straighten out wirh the gun on target.
It is the one and only method 1 have cver
found that I could hit with every time! On-
Iy the shots that hit are the ones that count.
I demonstrated it al Ogden Arsenal twice
before most of the officers there and placed
six shots from a 1917 S&W under the
spread of my hand in the silhouctle target
at 15 yards—not seven yards, from which
most quick draw shooting is fired.

The fastest gun rig of all, for me at least,
is the Jesse Thompson swivel rig. On Single
Action Colts, the hammer screw projects
about % inch on the left side and has a big
head about a half inch or more in diameter
and this fits in under the fingers of a belr
clip riveted solidly to the gun belt. You
simply wipe the gun toward the target and
fire as your arm straightens out. Tt is a
quarter second or faster draw and Bill Jor-
dan depicts it in his excellent hook, No Sec-
ond Place Winner. 1 also saw a picture of
a Texas Ranger carrying such a rig back in
the i880s. The rig was known as the
“Bridgeport™ patented device.

They are by far the fastest of all for me
but offer no protection whatsoever for the
gun. You can spin it around on the gun
belt and a gun will conform to any position
you gel into, even sitting in a car seat. If
the chips were down I would take it and
my old John Newman 4%-inch 45 Colt
Single Action or my Roosevelt 44 Special
custom Colt Single Action in preference 1o
any other gun. or holster rig.

Always carry an emply chamber and
five rounds in the old Colt Single Action
and the old model Ruger Super Black-
hawk, and be safe. Five rounds is enough
to sertle any gunfight if' you are planted,
and you will have plenty of 1ime to reload.
Three friends of mine have shot themselves
through the leg by carrying six rounds in
the old Single Action when they hung a
heavy stirrup on the saddle horn while sad-
dling a horse. When cach heaved up on the
cinch atigo to tighten the cinch on the nag,
the stirrup fell down on the hannmer spur
and fired the gun. Another friend in Mon-
tana had a .45 Single Action fully loaded
in the back seat of his car and he and his
wife were nding in the front seat. They hit
a heavy bump in the road, and the gun
pounced forward and hit something on the
hammer spur. The 45 slug went through
the scat back and killed his wife. So beware
of carrying six rounds in the old guns un-
less you are expecling to need them in a
gunfight. |
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Keith demonstrates a quick draw from the Berns-Martin upside-down or
Lightning shoulder holster.

Only Elmer Keith could give us this survey
of the belt-and-holster combinations that

are, and have been, used for totin’ sixguns

A~y mcethods have been used to
NI curry pistols during the last 150
sears. The long, cumbersome, flintlock
martial pistols of the cighteenth cen-
tury were usually carried. in pairs, i a
sash around  the wuaist or in holsters
strapped  to the fork of the saddle.
Short pistols of that cra were often
carried 1t waisteoat pockets, in o omi-
Tady's mutk, or inoa sash.

With the advent of the percussion
cap, many so-called “pocket”  pistols
were  produced  and  sold, wauaally m
pairs, some of which were small and
casily carried in pockets. The Phila-
delphia derringers, which could be car-
ricd casily movest pockets, became al-
most a tradenmark of gamblers.

With the coming of the Mevican
War the value of the newlveperfected
revolver led to the production of good
belt holsters as well as addle holters
tor the long heavy MWalker Colts that
waghed over four pomnds cach. The
Civd War produced an CVOT OO
demand for Colt and other miahes of
pereission revelvens. These proved o

PERRITWRY

valuable that all cavalee troaps were
cquipped  with them as well as with
sabers and  carbines.

Cavialry holsters of the Civil War
period  were made i iy tepes.
Some officers clung to twin holsters
strapped to the fork of the saddle. but
continned  fighting  soon showed  the
need  of belt holsters. The men of
these troops wsoally carried  their re-
volvers on cither hip with the buatts to
the front.

In Hus position a covalroman conld
reach a0 pistol with cither hand  in
case the othier was engaged with vaber
or bridle reins, or mocase he was
wounded in oone hand or anm.

The California gold nsh and  the
setthing of Texas, with their demaneds
for weapon readiness, ked to the o
top holsters for belt wse and  quick
drne hap shoottng, Mo, RO, Strat
ton. who served with the Ist Tevas
regiment with Lee o Virginin, ad
Piter seithe the famons Tovs Ranweers,
Enew st of the hest gun frizhters o
the tie and fousht and worked with

NINETREN BRSO et

Holster is designed for short-barrel guns

them. Tle wrote me numcerous lengthy
letters on the subject of sideanns and
holsters. Tle also sold we bis one re-
maming cngraved 30 Ny Colt, the
mate to which he lost, along with his
Ieft dom, ina gun fight i Chevenne.

The Texas trail drives atter the Civil
\Woar created further demand for six-
grns and good holsters. Over much ot
the West the singun was the only L,
licery conceivable tvpe of holster was
cvolved and wsed to find the best and
the bastest gun rig for the man whose
Hite might depend on his abihty to draw
and shoot on a second’s notice.

Mang of those old bovs were faster
and  better shots than some  writers
would  Tinve as belicve, though the
never did some of the crazv, impossible
shooting that fiction writers and  the

movies sttribute to them. Ay a cliass,
however, the men who  wettled  the
wostern Untted Stakes wore amonyg

the Fstost ane deadliost gun Aghiters
Lood, v ancle of  wine
Ouentrdl o ome o
cath the fones oued

wha over

unde
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Elmer Keith shown wearing right hand

hip-draw holster

Younger bovs on the southermn side of
the fence. 1 still remember as a boy
seemyg Prank James skart the horse
vaces at Carrolton, Missouri.

Todayv about the only class of men
who are good at quick draw are faw-en-
forcement officers, plus a few scattered
individuals over the country.  Some
prosent-day experts may be even faster
and better shots and have better guns,
bat the fact remams that the old bovs
of the late 19th century were good. and
some were exceptionally fast and ac-
curate with their sixguns.

Probablyv ety five pereent of the
old bovs carried their guns o open-
top belt holsters. The best of  tham
preferred a0 o of deather and
woight e the holster and bedt pre-
ferrmg more loops for conmmmtion to
a hoge Mexican-tvpe holster with need-
Toss entra feather. The bost hip shots
wwed  liolsters which Teft both trigger
cugrd md - hamer above the holster
andwsuallve the gnp of the gun above
the top level of the gun bele The butt
wis tipped forward, whether the gun
wiasy worn with butt to front or rear,
to facihitate a snooth, coen draw. No
faster” holster s over been cvolved.

Some old-timers preferred the cross
i holster and wore thetr guns on
ather side of the belt buckle, vonch
i the pockets wie pliced on pants,
Phe gon butt Soped o the conter for
arther night or doftTuamd diaw . This,

in lower position

onc of the “fastest” of gun holsters. is
well adupted to plainclothes usc, where
the coat conceals the gun vet leaves it
mstantly available”

I remember when most peace ofheers
nsed aogun belt and cither cross-draw
or side-draw holsters. Todav. most
officers i plain clothes use the holster
on their waist belt, some preferring the
hip draw and some the cross draw.

The high position with the Tiolster
on the waist bett offers better conceal-
ment of 4 heny gun under the coat.
but it is not as fast as the lower posi-
tione with the holster on a gun belt.
FFor the con puncher, rancher, or peace
officer working open ranch  country
nothing s better tHum the lower gun

=]

“ Somwe states require o license {o carry
a frirearnr concedled.  See " The Gun
Law Problem”,  page 16,

positton. The otheer or plain
man e the citv st have aw
cealed weapon or be uniformec
Some plainclothes nien Hike
draw. while others hnd the cro
hest. The cross draw has its ady
when riding ma car or when ar
may be driving the car and
prisoner with b, in which ¢
gun iy best on his Teft side, aws
the prisoner. Of the two high p
[ find the cross draw faster.
All holsters should be mad
belt Toops that fit the Delt exs
that they will stay in aov g
aronnd the waist or gun belt.
is no amore comfortable wav
lieavy gun and a box or nearly a
licavy sixgun ammunition e
belt holster and a belt of abo
inches width, It is the outfit
rider. The holster tips the butt
g forward, which speeds up tl
and keeps the gun barrel almost
when one is on a horse, duc
knees being forward when mow
If the old cavalry posttion
gun s used, with the butt to th
and barrels sloping to the rear, tl
gun or guns can be reached cast
cither lumd. 1 know some gooc
officers who use such a position.
The uniformed officer s Tim
the Sam Browne belt and ¢
cross-draw or hip-draw holster.
ahwavs felt that a Sam Browne b
a crude. cumbersome affair, fa
the best wav of packing a gun k
fort or speed. However. it docs
faster draw than most concealc
and it is probably the best for
the outside of a coat. A good ¢
of light skirting or double chap
of 215 inches width i the ce
tion cartridge and moncey-helt
imch lighter and more comt
than  the  heave hamess-like
Browne.  One can Carmy a conse
amount of anmnunition in the gt

The shoulder holster provides
concealed position for the gun
one wears g coat. The ganis iy
accessible frony a spring should
ster, which is comfortable ¢ven
heavy gun But with a spring sl

Colt Single Action conve
o slip hommer gun. Trigget
bly is removed ond homm
filed. Gun is fired by

folling as thumb slips ¢
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holster the draw is never as fast as with
a conventional shoulder holster, for the
reason that the grip on the gun must
he shifted slightly as it comes out of
the holster. If a spring shoulder holster
were designed to give one an casy, full
grip on the gun before the draw, then
it would be very fast.

The Berns-Martin upside-down  or
Lightning shoulder holster for short
two-inch barrel guns 1s a ‘fast’ outfit
and one can get the gun with cither
hand from this excellent holster. [t's a
peach for detectives and  plainclothes-
men using short, light guns.

The Berns-Martin holster 1s also fast
for belt use, particularly for those want-
ing to carry a long-barrelled gun con-
cealed. [t is a spring clip holster which
opens down the front.  One merely
tocks the butt of the gun forward to
clear the holster, then flips up the
muzzle for the shot. It is one of the
fastest of all holsters used on the belt.

Many hide-out positions and holsters
have been devised for light, short guns.
An old outlaw I knew in Montana had
a lemon-squeezer Smith & Wesson in
a small holster inside the right front of
his waistband, the loop extending out-
side and over the waist belt. C. O.
Maxwell used such an outfit for years,
but with a heavier gun. The George
Lawrence Company of Portland, Ore-
gon, now makes such a holster for 2-
inch barrelled guns. Another old gun
fighter I knew (like most of them, long
gone to a fairer land} used a right hip-
pocket holster for a +¥-inch 45 single
action, with butt of the gun forward.
Verv fast with that outfit, he was
deadly accurate at hip shooting ranges.
and m his time shot himsclf out of
several bad scrapes.

Men differ greatly in body shape and
in preference of gun position and hol-
sters. What suits one man may be
slow for another. and uncomfortable ag
well T have noticed over the vears
that big, heavy men usually favor cross-
draw Tolsters. 'Thin men are more apt
to favor the hip draw or waistband
draw than the cross draw.

Jolm Newman packed a couple of
2-inch barrelled 453 single-action Colt
slip guns in Tis front pants pockets,
and usually liad a gun 1 one hand or
the other when expecting trouble. fle
lad his suits made roomy, with big,
strong front pockets so that in a pinch
lie could simiply  shoot  through s
pockets and get the job done with the
least fuss and loss of time.

Fhave seen one suspender holster of
the shoulder-holster tvpe that worked
vy well for plainclothes men. The
sun was carned rather low for a shoul-
dey holster, st above the waist belt,
ot batt well forward, so that one could

FERRIEARY

and

Lawrence spring
shoulder holster

get a good shooting grip on the gun
when hie drew it It was both fast and
well - concealed. Personally, T never
liked “galluses” and would not like such
an outfit for myself.

The first Buscadero belt T ever saw
was on sonie Lollywood Hero. T have
never seen any of these huge leather
corsets on the range, though the old
stage drivers used to wear a wide belt
to help protect their kidnevs from the
contintous jolting of the coach. Many
freighters also wore them for the same
purposc. [ Tave seen them ship a gun
down in front of these betts much the
same as nuany old-time bartenders and
some peace officers would ship a 434
inch 45 Colt i the front of their waist
bands with the loading gate open to
keep the gun from slipping. This pose
trion is fast and handy, but offers Title
protection to the gun on hot davs -
perspiration wib nst any blaed gun.

NENE VIO ey TR

of guns.
three right

Buscadero outfit for two guns
by the George Lawrence Co.

Above: Holster designs to fit various types
Belaw (I to r): waist band holster,
hand hip-draw holsters

The big Buscadero belts are orna-
mental and useful for exhibition shoot-
ers. - Any desired position and angle of
the gunr can be attained and the guns
arc also swung low in the best possible
position for @ quick draw. TTowever,
such belts are wide, heave, and hot,
covering up too much of one’s anatomy
for comfort.  While they make an ox-
cellent corset, T would prefer a 212-inch
width gun belt to anv of them. or a
quick-draw outfit T tike the grip of the
gun above the belt so that no leather
gets e the way of the fingers of the
shooting hand.

Heavy and wide Mexican-type hol-
sters with wide back skirts are o the
siome category as Buscadero belts, They,
lihe the Buscadero belrs, offer a lot of
cypanse ot fne leather for the expert
leather worker to do a beautiful job of
carving, but they are not px’:u‘hc;ll.

‘Continued on page 631




. Gun Rigs
(Continued from page 25)

Some folks like holsters foose on their
guits, especially those who walk or ride
only i cars, but T much prefer a hol-
ster that fits the gun snug and fairly
tight. It will not then jump, or fall out
of the holster, 1f vou jump a ditch or
log or get a bad fall or are on @ pitching
hotse.  For the same reason [ prefer to
have a safety strap, narrow ad long.
over the gun back of the hammer spur,
so that one can suap the heavy glove
fastener when he has to nide a mean
horse and know his gun will stay put.

If the gun belt is worn fairly low and
tight around the hips. the holster won't
move when the gun is drawn. A leg
strap can also be used by the rider to
keep the gun from flving up. I used to
have a small snap on the bottom of the
holsters and a ring on the side of my
cliaps so that 1 could snap the bottom
of the holster to the ring and the gun
could not move from its proper posi-
tion. It was always in the right place
when needed.

Nany years ago | designed a holster
for the single-action Colt for the George
Lawrence Cowmpany of Portland, Ore-
gon. that suits me better than any other
[ have ever used on a bett gun. S0 D,

Myres of 11 Paso, Texas, also has a !

similar design in his “"Tom Three Per-
soit” holsters.

Ihe best holster makers T know of in
this country are the George [awrence
Company of Portland, Orcgon, the 5. D.
\Myres Saddle Company of L Paso,
Texas, and J. TL NMarti, of Callioun
City,  Mississippli. There  are many
other saddlemakers who do the best of
fine leather work as well, and their ma-
terials and worknanship are hevond re-
proach, but very fow have the grasp of
the shooters’ needs and can execute the
proper design.

One individual who docs grasp the
shooter's needs is Capt. AL TE Tardy of
1ollvwood, California. e makes some
fine holsters and gun cases and, being
a4 Tifetime shooter. he knows how to
make tham right. Te has worked out
tHie best svsten T have vet seen for hold-
ing a single-action Colt in a holster.
He simply sews a strip of light leather
with @ hole through it in the top front
of the holster that comes back over the
top of the framie and fits around the
firing pin on the hannner. One simply
lets the hammer down with the firing
pin through the hole i the strp of
leather mnd the main spring  tension
keeps the gnu from bamg jJarred or
shaken from the hiolter. Yet the gun
clears the holster instantle if vou cock
it as it is drawn, all in one quick. swing-
ing nwotion. This iy a better and faster
svstem than a safety strap or the Teather

string loop which so many cowpunchers

looked over the hammer spar of ther
ons and thuembed off s thev drew,
OFf course, it warks onlv on the single-

i

GARAND 30.06 BARRELS
Brand New—-%$9.95

CARBINE M-1 .30 CAL. BARRELS
Brand New—-%$6.95

ONE-HALF PRICE!
Lyman RAMP SIGHTS

For Mauser, Springfield, Enfield, Krag &
others with .6065, .620 or .640 harrels. Model that
requires npo  solder, uses taper pin.  Matted, po
giare ramgp surface. heand new. $3.50 ea, Extra
Special—$§36.00 per doz. (order Ly size and rifte

—a) SUPER BUY!

While they last gsc

Ramp sights as shown, including free dovetailed
tront sight blade, ridges on ramp makes it no
glare—in white, 525 £.D. HNate design that per-
mits use on any rifle by turning end of barrel 1o
.525, assuring smooth appearance. Alsp makes
fine t;‘nstol sight,  Each 95¢. Extra Special §9.00
wer  doz,

LYMAN TANG TYPE
REAR SIGHT

For Johnson light m.g. Complete with click
etevation & windage provision. No hase as this
was part of lohason receiver—make your own for
rifle model desired. Many used for Schuetzen &
single shot rifies as well ‘as modern lever actions.
Two aperiures with elevation up to 237 permits
wide use. Aperture can be dritled & tapped for
sight disc. Brand new, Special _._.. . . §1.95

SLING SPECIAL

Heavy, niow sturdy web, 1" wide. Adjustalile for
any rifle ur shotgun—for your customers wishing
an inexpensive but sturdy sling. Not G.I., Re-
tails §1.25——sample BO¢ ea., Special $6.00 per dez.

DOVETAIL SIGHT CUTTERS

Highest production gquality 65°x.408—from our
purchase of Springfield rifle tosling, new, straight
shank, onfy $2.49.

LIKE NEW GUNS FROM OLD

Anpy Harringfon & Richardsen top hreak revolver
with jarge frame (13 16" dia, at hinge) if
center fire can he fitted up quickly with brand
new cylinder & hbl.  Our speciai new barrel,
cylinder with fitted extractor & top lateh, 6
shot .32 S&W e¢al,. in white—Only $4.453 per
set, Here's a rchance to_clean up *sefunkers’” inte
saleable condition. (Factory price would be
$18.50 per set)

M-1 GARAND STOCKS, brand new, $4.95 ppd.

BOOK-Pocket cize, 406 pgs., "RIFLES and MA-
CHINE GUNS OF THE WORLD’S ARMIES” by
Melvin Johnien, Out of print. Many ilus. of
riftes, m.g.'s. pistols and ammunition $1.00 pyd.

OVER 13,000,000 PARTS
in 4 warehouses. No com-
plete lists, write wants.

-

S ———
 FORMULA 44-40

Instant Pencirating

= .‘ GUN BLUER

4 Recommended by alt .-
W3 > Who use it, Hlends

" with old hiue.
g = the w??r!d ol\:cesr. Used
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[ RN rand new, 6 tou plastie, ard rubber, -
hoin” canily fifted. $1.75 her dozen, $10.00 per 1601 IR e A N STt SRRt & JE
BARRELS BRINGS INTERESTING BARGAIN :
. . . lists of guns, equipment & parts for
2% caliber, new. rough taper turned, in white, entire year. Most items in lists are
237 .17 at shoulder. 347 threads, - i
:namb%?gu_ 'whi?e f:wm;as%r——ﬁjls ;?l':‘s 4(’)':ﬂn§)slauane. e e e :
. .
Satisfaction Always Guaranteed—No COD’s :
NUMRICH ARMS CO. Mamaroneck, M. ¥. |
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for installation in our own shop; ship
your gun prepaid & insured, it will be returned FOB.
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LOG CABIN SPORT SHOP 16621 Hamilton, Detroit 3, Mich.
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 C-H PRECISION
| CHROME PLATED DIES

Hand Loaders Attention!
C-H Precision Chrome Plated Dies Are
Now Available in Over 200 Calibers!

Moke your own wildcat calibers from special cose forming
dies! C.-H Dies reported by leading custom
leaders ta have produced over 175000 rounds and are
still working perfectly. All C-H Dies perform @ minimum of
swaging on the bross to assure maximum cose life ond
bench rest accurocy. These famous enduring

Onl

chrome ploted dies are only $13.50 at your y

dealer.
at your dealer

have been

World Leader in Precision Lloading

Equipment!

C-H Die Co.
»OUR 1953 CATALOGUE"

is now in the works, and will be out before very long. In 1953, we
expect to have a better line of shooting equipment than we have had
in the 21 years we have been in this business. This new catalogue will
show full lines of Match and Field guns, ammunition, spotting and
rifle scopes, and all the many other items that will help you improve
your shooting game. We also will have a much fuller line of reloading
equipment, including tools, powder, primers, bullets in all the stand.
ard brands, and many items and gadgets that will make your re-
loading more successful, and a greater pleasure. Drop us a postcard
for your copy of this new 58-page catalogue, and it will be sent you
free, just as soon as it comes off the press.

THURMAN RANDLE & CO.
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5011 East Washington Blvd.
Los Angeles 22, Californio
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208 N. AKARD ST.

®  DALLAS 1, TEXAS
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ATTACHMENTS
INSIDE HANDLE THE WORLD'S BEST

\VV%ALL CALIBER CLEANING ROD
ﬁ\g For all RIFLES, SHOTGUNS and PISTOLS o

* Over all extended langth 35 — length in case 11%4”, 8oz,
* Duraluminum case and handle, brass rod extensions and tips.
* End extension has graphite sealed swivel tip.

Write to

Oept. AR

Order Direct or see your Daaler

TELEMATIC CORPORATION

Save postage, sand check or maensy order to

133 5. ROBERTSON BLVD,
LOS ANGELES 3. CALIF.

. £ ™, .
| porge= w4 PERRIN'S FOR
3 e | EhJ NEW DELUXE SUPERB
4 We are now producing an entirefy ne heckerin
A . 0 A y new checkering
k uy - ‘l' WALL-MODEL 52 ' trol with a modified cutting edge that is absolutely
. r E’" %' PRICE FOB 57595 non-grabbing and whicth almost completely elim-
#" FACTORY ' ;r:‘z;tes (cloulnv'. 'Ev'erdylhinq ahout these new tools
a s8ls is caleulated to make checkering an en-
B . i : Send 25e far  Catafeg joyabie experience for all who try. Specify sets in
Wdhl et ,,D«vy»,'.‘/;,\.{/ .’7,»:/ ,;;‘".vn’;‘/wl“‘ 16, 8. 20, 22 or 24 fines per inch,
idth 527 spth 614" eight V2, '
Genuine cherry, knotty pine or natural birch. ge'rfI\?Ex"A:’z“*lifeEYaZc'kEegg:r' ;Bl?;; Y B4
Holds 4 shetguns or rifles—2 brass drawer pulls. Checkerer, Skip-Check, Bent Needle
Dowel and glued construction—7 glass doors. ' File, Flexible Rule and fnstrac-
Leather padded barrsl rests. Finishes: Mahoge tions.
any, Fruitwood, Cherry, Walnut, Natural Birch SPORTSMAN SET—V-Edger, Bor- $ g 2§
or Knotty Pine. Made in Grand Rapidy orea. dNernd\l'”'F‘lz-“Fne Checkerer,  Bent
Pecsficr Batlr's by arft dor SDead “x“c‘;oﬂ; e, Flexible Rule and In-
PERRIN GUN CABINET CO. Sev b sdenler or gnder et from
{ 3607 3TH AVE. PITISBURGH 11 pPa

|

action Colt.  For double-action
carried with the grip and trigger |
riding above the leather of the hol
a safety strap in back of hammer wi
glove fastener is a good addition fy
rancher, hunter, or rider. The i
strap should be long cnough to §
back inside the belt when not needed.
Do not look for bargains when by
gun belts or holsters.  Select the deg
that suits you best, and get it only
the best leather, cither plain or eap
Give it a coat of neatsfoot oil to g
the leather.  In time the holster "
shape to it the gun exactly. ‘
Constant practice in quick draw gin
confidence and speed. Nothing is |
ter to speed up your draw than to g
uncxpectedly on a big rattler. W)
vou feel him squirm and hear his by
vou will have no trouble at all et
with a standing broad jump or a qui
draw of your gun. ° @

Scattergun Ammunition
(Continved from page 29)

Aungust 1951, page 24) used by mark
gunners were more in the cannon cla
weighing from 20 to over 100 pounds,
and firing a pound or two of shot fog
kills at well over 100 vards.  Since the
migratory bird law was passed, however,
guns over 10-gauge in size have been
illegal.  The largest magnum presently
manufactured in this country is the
Winchester model 12 pump in 12
gauge with a 3-inch magnum shell. Few
gunners would ask for a gun more
powerful than this, but there is one
available. The  Continental  Arms
Magnum Wildfow!l’ is a double-barrel
$400 Belgian creation, fitted with 2
rubber recoil pad. 'T'his gun utilizes §
dramis of powder and 2 ounces of shot
in a 3%-inch magnum shell,

In the overall view, American shot
guns uand their ammunition represent
another way that natural ingenuity has
been harnessed to bring  outstanding
vilue to the ordinary sportsman, Fyery-
where clse in the  world  sporting
weapons are made for a favored few
who can afford beautifully hand-made
weapons, and the privileges of being
allowed to hunt. 1lere, guns are avail-
able to all, and at lower prices,
relation to wages, than anywhere clse.

In some cases American guns and
ammunition can be too good. In 1943,
with  servicemen returnmg from  the
war, an cxtended scason was allowed
becase of the vast Aocks which Lad
grown up durng the war vears. In
this one season alone. American gni-
ners with their efficient guns killed one-
fourth of all our ducks. a trulv stu-
pendous harvest. Thus our s‘h(‘)tgnns
and  huanters e reached o pont
where far mmore birds can be  taken
than grow up mra vear. Game it
will undonbtedle he o part of the Amer
wan hanter’s Nfe as Firoae v he coon
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