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The Parker Story
The ‘Two-Volume Masterpicee Honoring 'The Parker Gun & ( .l:n|u!|‘~

With mare than 1000 pages and 1500 illustrations.

®rade Edition Volumes 1 & 11, .. 5295 @ Single Volume 13150, Nolume 113195
; FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION. PLEASE GIVE US A CALL. DGJ SUBSCRIBERS RECEIVE FREE SHIPPING TO US A
s  More “Double Gun Jaurnal” Parker exclusives inclade s =—————=Sv
P arkers At The End Of The Rainbow” ~
Documentary recording the only Parker collection of its kind'. _
i : I hr. ~ 0 min. DVD I ' 52“)':’.Tfl..h:-ljl:-':”id:s
882 Parker Brothers “Milestone Catalogue” ~
We faithfully reproduced this altra-rare catalogue using idapbical
- 'materials and hand-binding technigies of the €RoeT | G pscridERs
Limited. Sigaed &Numbered Edition{ 5-7/8" x 9-1/448 pp + COVORs s FIU™ i To USA

ions & Expedited Orders, Please Call Us @ é( )).447.1658
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FORKER 'COOKS UP’

| IIP[H-AI:I:IIHAIE
ARMINT LOADS

HERE ISA

ERFECT GUN
OR

VERYONE!

JEGIONAL GUNNING

AST: OFF SEASON
SHOOTING

S0UTH: LONG
SANGE DEER

JEST: SHOTGUNNING
WITH SLUGS

MIDWEST. GUN SAFETY
AFIELD

& A FIELD TESTS:
HE ITHACA 200 £
JONANZA




Adds more
great
calibers
for rifles
and
handguns!

e S —
. v

-
21 Mornat — Thiy all.purpose car
iridge w loaded with a soft-pownt
bulbet of 45 grana. wath MV of 2690 fps

44 Magnum (Carbine) M orw
specially enginesred ftor carbine use
Norma's famous 44 Magnum' Soft
pont Nial nase 240 gran buliet n
barrel lubsicaling, corfouion preventve
TRI-CLAD® jachal MYV un 18 % bDarrel
is 1705 fps

e

23 ACP — This full jackel round nose
hilg the bl tor the popular pocket
postols i thes caliber, with & S0-grain
bullel developing B10 fps a1l Lhe
mulzie

1. rm— "_"_i

32 SAW Lang — Nerma answers world
wide requesis for & laciory load in this
perennal favorite with a lead poant

round nowe of 9 grains, with mullie
velocity of 705 fpy

Letl theswe greal new Nerma factory
loads 8t your favonle Sporting Goods
Deaier s

LOOX 1o NORMA tor Io,-!w vhip

world & most! advanced ne al »
civion Bullety « Unprimed Vg

Cases » Smokeless Powder

Ammyn eon

GET THE NEW FXPANDED GUN
BUG'S GUIDE™ — Loaded with new
" '
]

allinticy and handicading nf Sendad
s B0 to T

norma-
precision

NG, NEW YORK 1488

e Al

It seems to this old gray-headed vet-
eran of three National Match .30 cali-
ber teams at Camp Perry that many of
our best ballisticians are working in the
wrong direction in their attempts to
produce a winning Wimbledon Cup
rifle and load.

While lying out in an October bliz-
zard with Ben Comfort, 1 had the pleas-
ure of designing the .300 magnum bull
gun he used to win the Wimbledon the
next year. Ben asked what it would take
to win the Wimbledon and, as we could
not hunt sheep in a blizzard at 9000
feet, I put in the extra time drawing up
specifications. [ asked him to have
Western Cartridge Company handload
their good 180-grain, .30-06 match
B. T. to around 3000 feet, which they
did, and the next fall Ben sent me a tiny
snapshot of himself drinking beer out
of the historical Wimbledon Cup. Since
Ben won the great Cup with the 300
magnum, I believe it has gone only one
time to a lesser cartridge and that was a
heavy-loaded .30-06, probably close to
the ballistics of the old .300 magnum
Western loads that Ben used.

In my humble opinion, the only wayv
to get a better Wimbledon rifle and load
is to go to a larger caliber,

Al Weber of Lodi, California, made
a huge Mauser saw log for the .50 cali-
ber Browning machine gun cartridge. [
shot it 25 times one day and it lav
closer to the wind than anvthing T have
fired from the shoulder either hefore or
since. It was also the most accurate
long-range rifle 1 ever fired. At Fort
Douglas in 1942, 1T did a lot of firing at
2000 yards with the old Browning .50
caliber machine gun with the 48-inch
infantrv barrel. This gun was single
loaded and fired like 2 single-shot rifle,
It convinced me that the .50 B.M.C.
round with 702-grain B. T. would lick
any and all .30 caliber weapons at any
range over 500 yards. Al Weber’s rifle
further confirmed this opinion, since
any time the Weaver variable scope
cross-wires were on a fve-inch rock out
at 300 vards, I hit it, and with consider-
able wind blowing from 9 o’clock.

The last time I fired this big rifle was
at the RCBS Show several vears back
when Pete Brown and I were Hunting-
ton's guest speakers. At that time Al
Weber had made and fitted a huge coke
bottle-sized compensator to the 36-inch
barrel on that big .50 caliber Muuser.
He had, of all things, a Fecker target

GUNNOTES/EImer Keith

1000-YARD ACCURACY

scope on it with 1l'2-inch eye relief,
and had the temerity to ask me to shege
it for the assemblage. 1 refused. ¢
thought the recoil would drive that oey.
lar lens through my skull. Al shot it te
show s he had completely licked re.
coil. The big rifle moved only an inck
or two on the rest over a car top. We
all fired it then at a rock some 25
inches in diameter at 700 yards, My.
self, son Ted and Col. George W. Busis.
ley, who formerly captained a bunch
of .30 caliber cavalry teams at Camgp
Perry and was the best coach 1 ever
had. We all hit the rock each shot and
finally my old friend, Capt. L. E. Wad-
man, fired it. His 702-grain A, P. ball
ricocheted off the rock and set that
California wheat grass afire and all
— — broke loose. An airplane came
over —two fire trucks from Oroville,
Most of the assemblage jumped in their
cars and drove right through barhed
wire fences to start heating out the fire
with their suit coats.

Cap’s bullet causcd the loss of sev-
eral thousand dollars worth of coats
that day.

The big rifle weighs 25 pounds but
could well be made much lighter. With
Weber's compensator and a good 12X
scope it could well take the Wimbledon
from all smaller calibers. All it needs is
a husky lad who is a rifleman and can
dope wind, But I found the .50 BM.G.
round drifted far less in the wind than
any shoulder arm T had ever fired.

What [ think is needed to take the
Wimbledon under adverse wind con-
ditions is a larger caliber; either a .50
MG with handloads and  702-grain
boattails or a rifle for the .378 Weath-
erby or .340 Weatherby built in either
caliber.  We  would have to have
matched hoattails, 350-grain in the .378
Weatherby and 275-grain to 300-grain
i the .340 Weatherby. If Sierra would
bring out a 273-grain boattuil for the
.338 and we could get a 16 to 17-pound
rifle throated to seat this long bullet
with base of full caliber flush with case
shoulder, and would use 4831 or some
of Bruce Hodgdon’s even slower ball
powder. we could come up with a win-
ning Wimbledon combination.

The 378 Weatherby on a long mag-
num action, with a 300-grain boattail
seated with full caliber of base flush
with base of case neck, and a leavy
charge of Hodgdon's slow-ball powder,

continued on page 14
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WHAT’S N[EWVY

<

OPTIC SCOPE PROTECTOR CAPS

Scope caps, made of the finest optical glass,
protect the scope against possible damage
from scratching, dust and moisture. Sim-
ply slip the caps over the scope lenses and
forget them. The caps are available in sizes
for all popular scopes. Clear caps cost
$3.25 a pair. Filter lens covers arc also
available at $4.95 each. Write: Southwest
Cutlery & Manufacturing Co., Inc., 1309
Olympic Blvd., Montebello, Calif.

CORCORAN LEATHER PANTS

Made of split cowhide, the Corcoran
leather pants are rugged enough to with-
stand the hardest wear, yet soft and supple
for comfort and action, Two front and two
hip pockets are strongly stitched and riv-
eted. Pants have both bell loops and sus-
pender buttons with a non-slip waist band.
Color of the pants is buck, sizes are 30 to
40, lengths are short and medium. Write:
Corcoran Inc., Dept. 89, Stoughton, Mass,

NORMA .44 MAGNUM CARBINE LOADS
The bullet is a precision-made soft point
flat nose of 240 grains. Thin-wall construc-
tion of “Tri-Clad” jacket permits cexpan-
ston at lower velocities of extended range.
Muzzle velocity in 18.5” bbls is 1705 fps.
Load is cannelured to distinguish it from
handgun loads. Primers are Norma's own
non-corrosive, non-mercuric. Suggested re-
tail for boxes of twenty is $3.55 each.
At leading sporting goods stores.
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What’s a fair price
for a varmint rifle?

Savage

3X-8X Scope
Model 3833
$598.75

Model 340.Y

$73.50, and only Savage offers
such a value. That’s for the 222
Rem; if you prefer the much hot-
ter 225 Win. cartridge, it’s five
dollars more and an equally out-
standing buy.

The precision headspacing for
which the 340 is famous brings
out the full accuracy potential of
either of these great varmint
cartridges. A crisp trigger and
fast ignition help make those im-
possible shots seem easy.

The 340 is a good-looking rifle,
too. The streamlined walnut
stock with fluted comb has a
checkered pistol grip and fore-
end. White liners set off the grip
cap and butt plate.

All 340’s have detachable mag-
azines. Receivers are tapped for
aperture sights and scopes.

Capacity of the 225 is four
shots; the 222 holds five (both
including one in the chamber).

A rifle as accurate as this de-
serves a good scope. Ask your
dealer about 340 rifle/scope
combinations, priced as low as
$117.50 complete with mount.

See these rifles at your sport-
ing arms dealer. While you’re
there be sure to ask him about
the big savings on 340 rifle/scope
combinations.

FREE 40-page catalog of Savage
firearms and accessories. Write
to SAVAGE ARMsS, Westfield 9,
Mass. 01085 ivision of Embart Carporation)

Savage

Prces subiect to change Stightiy higher in Canada.
SAVAGE and the indian head are trademarks of Savage Arms
Reg. U.S. Pal. O, Marca Registrada,

i3



Retall Price $219.9% each. Speclal this month oniy!
With copy uf this ad—worth $25.00 off each CETME.

Bages adopted Lo
conventional telescope
mount—free

Buttstoek equipped with Metal Foremd and ’
deluxe recoil pad—free ipod Targel rest—{res

ORIGINAL CETME RIFLES $219.95 each
Cai. .308 Winchester (7.62 NATQ) Fach Rifte is sup-
plied with Bipud — AT NO EXTRA COST Fach Gun
comes with 2 — § ghol MAKRZINCK: 20 shot rmagazines
available at K9.650 each. Telexcope mounts: $12,00;
hanes inlegral with gun.

NEW! FLINTLOCK COACH GUARD
BLUNDERBUSS CARBINE, $87.95 each

Fully proofed for shooting
In famous l.eige Pronf House in
Nelgium. $25 Extra for Kngraved Model.

0 Y
New MAB P.A. 15, 15-5hot Self Loading Pistol
89.95 each
New rotating herre} locking sys-
tem. The harrel neither recotls
nor moaves vertically, Excellent
handling qualities. New ion
designed to permit positive hold ~
for the brawniest hmivts, Service
slghls carefully matted and finiahed of
preferred snuare noich pattern. Slurdy. depend.
abitity. With 2.1% Shot Mag.. cleaning bruah,
an insl. manugl. and fthe original Proof Certif.
icate from the Parla Proof House. Use any military or
shorting g-mm ammunition,

Quaiiy ™~ NEW MODEL ARMY, $65.95 eacn

Made in
Beigium

W / Engraved Clyinder Scene. 1880

Colt New Moiinl Army .44 Cap
and Hall revolver, Completely proofed for
betier and safer shooting: Speclal finely
engraved cylinder at no extra charge. Has &
apecial ateel frame, case hare

HARPER’S FERRY

Madel rnne.
e - e

¢ ,
1807 3

;anber, hur-nllshod w(r'ood.
ragx mountings. Case
hardwond _lockpliate, $65.95 each

VIRGINIA MODEL

Contederate vermion f (he Parpera
erTY; Improved siteel swivel ram-
R

OND, V © dif-
E ferent Nrass Hutt. $65.95 each

.36 CAL, BRASS NAVY, $39.95 sach

i) A fine reproaduction of a famous

e odel cal. Navy. brass
framved, percussion revolver. Made in Ttaly,
fully proofed.

7.65 CAL, PERUVIAN MAUSER MODEL 1909

Large ring action with special short
it throw, Guna were made by Mauser Werke,

Obendorf. Faslly converted to other calibers. a2
Condition good to very 5 $24.95
SPECIAL: Arsenal-Type Conversion to .308

Winchester {7.62 NATO) Only $10 Extra

REVOLUTIONARY WAR 1776 FLINT HORSE
. / PISTOL, CAL, .&9

L Rrilliant burnished xteel har.

el and lock. genuine walnut
finished rtock. molld brass bult cap and
mountings, these are visually a  ‘‘knack
o:m'; ‘»?'e S:Cn there smonthhore Cal. .80
pisiols for decorators.
ar!lt Towsn _$29.95

AMMO A0-08 pon-cor, Amer.  $7.93 per 100
@mm Laker boxer $4.95 per 100
SPECIALS! nob.

-cor, $40 per M.
303 Milttary  $5.95 per 100
B0 per M.

B8mm Mauser Amimo.
- $3.95 per 100
$30 per M.

' AN
AMMO, USTRIAN
MANUFACTURE, HIGH.
EST STANDARD GUARANTEED. . .
S25  caliber Box of 30 $3.95  Jerge Box 260 $17.80
-32 caliber Box of 50 $4.30 Large Box 250 $20.00
JABO caliter lox of 50 $4.80 large Box 350 $20.50

Centennial Arms Corporation

3318 W. Devon Ave., Chicago, Ill. OR 6-2900
All our merchandize |# sdvertized — no catalngs avail.
shle, Please accumpany orders with peyment and post.
wge — No C.0.11.°s. Open for retall sslex ON SATUR-.
DAYS ONLY (mwost Saturdays) from 10:00.53:00

14

ELMER KEITH

continved from page 12

or even 4831, could turn the trick.
With all due respect to Bob Hutton,
our good ballistician, T don’t think he
will ever come up with a consistent
Wimbledon Cup winner by going to
small-bores as 1 did with Ben Com-
fort’s first .300 magnum used in the
great match. I also feel a certain larger
caliber, .338, .375 or the big B.M.G.
.50 if we had match bullets, would beat
anything smaller. There is no substitute
for sectional density and the mass and
inertia of a heavy projectile in motion.
It certainly cannot be matched by
speeding up smallbore needles,

GUN CARE

Many more good guns are ruined by
neglect than by shooting. Tt takes only
a few minutes to run a solvent-soaked
patch through the bore of any rifle,
shotgun or sixgun, and then to wipe the
exterior. While that may not accom-
plish a thorough job, it will preserve
the arm from rust or corrosion.

When old corrosive primers are used,
it is mandatory that you either clean or
neutralize the corrosive sublimate foul-
ing in the bore as soon as possible. This
is true of all the old British cordite car-
tridges and all their older loads. Cor-
dite, like Hi-Vel-2, is a hot powder and,
while hard on the grooves of a rifle, is
not so bad if the rifle is cleaned soon
after firing. Rice’s X-10 solvent is the
only one I have found that will really
clean cordite-fouled rifle bores, but
Hoeppe's No. 9 and other good solvents
will neutralize the corrosive action of
those corrosive Berdan caps.

I own the late Jim Corbett’s tiger
rifle — the best quality, box lock .450-
500, 3-inch double rifle by W. J. Jeffery
& Co. — with which he killed so many
man-eating tigers for the Indian Gov-
ernment. He also used it in Africa, The
brass-cornered oak and leather case is
in fine shape. The canvas cover for the
case is in bad shape and the rifle shows
moere use and less abuse than any rifle
I have ever seen,

The metal is as bright as a silver dol-
lar. The action in that good No. 2 Jef-
frey is sound and tight as a rat trap.
Engraving shows up even better on the
bright steel. Only traces of the check-
ering are left. The stock ears are actu-
ally wom away from the frame, as is
the butt of the stock from the engraved
heel and toe plates.

The bores are gray in the grooves
from Cordite and the lands are worn
down about halfway from the original,
hut there are no pits from neglect.

With Corbett lying out in tree crotch-
es and machans in the rain waiting for
tigers, this rifle was exposed to all kinds
of weather. Jim Corbett had no Hoppes
No. 9 or Rice’s X-10 solvent, but I

would bet he poured many gallons of
hot water through these tubes. In spite
of external wear, it is as effective and
accurate a hunting rifle as when turned
out by W. J. Jeffery & Co. 1 fired both
barrels at a 6-inch bullseye —at 80
yards — shooting from a car window.
They landed one inch apart, one di-
rectly over the other, both cutting the
centerline of the target (Kynoch 400-
grain soft nose). Jim sold this rifle to a
man in Vancouver and my friend
George Neary got it from him. I swap-
ped a perfect .350 Elliot caliber, Dan-
iel Frazier double ejector for it.

I would like to have known Jim
Corbett. His book, Man Eaters of Ku-
maon is a masterpiece on the Indian
tiger and proves he knew more of the
life and habits of that beast than any
living man, I treasure his old rifle. You
can judge a man by the condition of
his rifle.

MUZZLE CAPS FOR THE TROPICS

Time was when muzzle covers were
issued for the 1903 Springfield and also,
before my time, for the Krags.

Muzzle covers are almost a neces-
sity in Africa and much of the tropics
because both mud and leaf dobbers, a
kind of wasp, dearly love to lay their
eggs in gun barrels and then seal them
fore and aft. God help vou if you fail
to discover the obstruction and fire
the gun.

After coming in from a moming's
hunt with John Lawrence in Tangan-
yika, now called Tanzania, 1 left my
333 OKH in the front seat of the jeep
while we had tunch and a siesta before
the evening hunt. Before starting the
afternoon and evening drive I opened
the bolt of this good Henriksen Mauser
and looked in the tube. It was black. 1
pulled the bolt and tried to see through
the bore and still no luck. John re-
marked, “The dobbers have plugged
the bore,” and he ran for his cleaning
rod.

Fitting a tight patch, John ran it in
from the breech and out came three
inches of wet leaves, then three inches
of eggs, then three more inches of wet
mucous-covered leaves.

A solvent patch of Hoppes No. 9
cleaned up the mess and we went hunt-
ing, but I learned my lesson. From then
on I kept both my .333 OKH Mauser
and my 476 Westley Richards double
rifle zipped up tight in their good Boyt
saddle scabbards when not in use. 1
noticed John had a heavy saddle batten
muzzle cover on his Righby at all times
when it was standing in the gun rack in
the jeep.

Since then I have had covers made
for most of my double rifles and some
magazine arms as well, These leather
covers are also excellent protection for
the front sight and the muzzle of rifles
or shotguns and they may save vou
from a serious accident.

GUNS & AMMO




NEW LINE OF RIFLE STOCKS

from E. C. Bishop & Son, Inc. featuring
a high comb rollover cheekpiece manu-
factured by a new process — involves pro-
filing the comb, then shaping it with a high
speed routing device. Made of Ozark black
walnut with three different degrees of finish.
Prices start at $16.95. For information
write E. C. Bishop & Son, Inc.,, P.O. Box 7,
Warsaw, Missouri. Free catalog available.

RAPID GRIP 10 RATCHET WRENCH
is a whole set in one for mounting loading
presses on benches and/or changing dies.
It's snap adjustable to standard nuts and
bolts (automatically), ratchets most of them
without any further adjustment. Fits nuts
T4s” to 1¥8” across the flats; ratchets hex
nuts 74" to 57, $9.95 from Tanguy Tool
Co., Dept. 150, Glen Mills, Pennsylvania
19342.

LOW-COST BURGLAR ALARM

protects all cntrances to homes, stores,
construction sites, campsites, etc. Alert DC
12 sounds a loud, pulsatung blast and
flashes a bright red light to warn of tam-
pering or unauthorized entry. Can be in-
stalled in minutes and requires no special
tools. The cost is $29.95 (except batteries).
Write to Dimension. Inc., Dept. GA, P.O.
Box 109, Chantilly, Vieginia.
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BUCHEIMER

presents

)

ADJUSTABLE
HOLSTER

Newest in the line of quality holsters
and leather goods that Bucheimer is
famous for nationally.

Designed by one of the country's fore-
most men in the police field, Hank
Sloan, this unigue patented holster
holds tight around the gun, even after
long wear, because of its special ad-
justable welt.

Simply place revolver in holster; it
won't bounce out while you run . .
won't fall out in a scuffle. Still, you
draw instantly, because there is no
retaining strap.

This holster has been used over the
last 4 years during actual police and
combat conditions by one of the world's
finest organizations and has performed
superbly in every respect.

The Hank Sloan Holster is made of the
finest leather available, carefully hand-
crafted by skilled Bucheimer craftsmen.
Available in black and russet for most
popular police revolvers.

NJ-M.BUCHEIMER CO. T==8
BT S
@ PREDERYCK, MARYLAND « PHOMNE: 301 6852. 511 -
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NEARY ROCK QUARRY
12007 BTONEARODK AVENUE
LOS ALTOS, CALIFORNIA
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De r Slmer;

Finally got the photostatic copies of the correspondance on
the Sorhett gun for you. Sorrr for all the delay but L had to
wait upon the convience of the guns former Owner.

Had a fairly good elk hunt. ot a nice b point with a LOS velrd
double. #ad to take a end on shot at arout 130 *ds. and brov ht it

down ok. Sure glad I dia'nt have some pon gun as IT'd still be

trailing ite.

Just got a proper screwing from sarl Lockwood of fort daynne, Ind.

He offered a AuH roval LSS as new to me for Hi250 and I gaid fine

send it out and he sald ok. This was altey phone calls and letiers

etc. o gun showed up after several weeks and finally a letter

to the effect that he wanted 41500 for the gun alomg with a lot of

crap ghout the price of guns in London.

How are rou doin: with tne 5779  Cap dadman out some lesd in his and

it shot IA4% apart at 100 yds. I had a 170 Tolley thut shot 3} wide

if the bbl. was rested on anything firmer than fr=e nand.

Focently 1 nad Srieghoff put a set of I2xlz over 228 ¥ bhls on

my 12 over 9.3 7L that [ used in africa. They dia a really excellent
joh and it shoots well within an inch with factory am«o of loaded

shuff. ot it for cosotes and such while duck and quail hootink.

Got some reldéable info on w therpyls [ndda hunt.  deems iike old

S hoy Bov o wourno Tl Al WU 3005 1T Lurnou On i heatars and

fioy shot the right leg off ona heater trying to Kill the tiser.

Adis hunter spirited nim out of the counbry in a record 3 hours

to avoid a nasty incident which would have surely ended in Red.'s

well deserved deatl: at the hands of an outraced mob of hindus.

Picked we the ultimate in shootins irons; a 4 rhbl. by herner with

L3 Hensoldt L6xI6 ovey 22 hornet and 8x57 jr. Its a very handy

sun asd well palanced. It will make apood pot gun as its light and easy
to carry on a plane. 1 nrver intend to ship my gns separatly

again. dverything goes on the plane or not at all. 14 took

nine weeks air? 4, for ouy TunNs, CAMArAs 3 clothes, ete.

e hunted with b owe ot of'l . plane in ror a month Lhen nac to

have a charter plane bring our stuff out to the camp by Lake
Targanyika. Sure TWA paid off but it gtill damned near ruiped
anr hount. S0 next time everyihine is ~oine to be hand carried.

s i
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January 18, 1949,

W, 7. Jeffery ana Co., Led,,
S5%., 9%, James a8,

i3
n-::f Zaglend.
Gaatlemen:

Over a yeer ago, I sesured from
lt; Osrdets of India, one of his faverise
r ¢ & 450-400 double-barvel Jeffe
»ifie, This rifle carries s serial or
of 20178, e2ch berrel are marked ‘Ousssthal
Erupp Zsoen ocordite 585 400 zax’ und on the
lasude of the rid the number 1393, Both
Barrels are out ror the 3 inech shell,

1 prize this rirle very hl&l{ and
have used 1% on wwo ti or shoots in s
with peefeet results. afortunately I was
pPevented to secure seme iaent infor-
Matisn oconeerniag this from Jim beo-
MM 1 %0 she U'nl.ht.atlho. I have

tioas snswer %0 many quentions abowt
Jeffery, = rifle quite aew to this pam
of the wtﬂ. busy :.n objeed of zuch intavress,

is -;c-u-m very 1

eture, rires !M
7ia Cpreest) eal besskgrousd fer
ek & rirle, on PPt ured Foe snd
AGN muss PUrpose. Uf GOUrse any othey infey-
safties would be appreeiated.

Thaak you,
Sineerely,

Bdwis 5. Dav




Dear o Davig

{ left the 'FI.,H
88 losing po Lime jp Sendind yoy
I am sendin; the
and w ¥ould re est Ou to rety
JOou have had *‘ .
gun ente on it
Jou: q.-LC-H.J(,t' .": '._f."n.."'!_
and O &void
Ilcenge a5

F(JJL‘t'

S0on as MOES]

safety catch

1¢ like to

for gquick 8hootin;
ion of & second Lo
t fractmn of
deal with a chay,

t.y cateh wu
T how often ¢

specin] za.Lqrc

11
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Elmer Keith »un ¥|&c s "\,‘/O\umn 1\

getting a three-shot group of %-inch. Another five-
shot group he fired went into 13/-inch from the
Ruger single-shot.

Ross also tried my old Farquharson Holland
& Holland .500-450 at fifty yards with open sights
using No. 172 Kynoch primers and 80 grains of
4350 with 500-grain bullets. The three shots made
a %-inch group, edge to edge of the widest holes.
€As Don Martin, Joe Kinsella, and I had all made
“leaf groups with the .458 Remington and
Winchester-factory loads in my three .458 rifles-
a No. I Ruger single-shot, a Henriksen light-weight
Mauser, and also in my Champlin and Haskins
No.1 Keith grade rifle-I wanted Ross to try it in
the Ruger No. 1 with a load Bob Ray of Seattle had
given me; namely 75 grains of 748 B.R. Winchester
ball powder with a CCI magnum 250 primer. Ross
fired these loads at 100 yards from a bench- rest using
a flat-top post 3X Weaver scope. They cut the usual
clover leaf, well proving Bob Ray’s load. We both
found it much easier to make close groups with the
flat-top post in low-power scopes held at six o’clock,
rather than trying to hold fine cross wires either at
six o’clock or center. Fine cross wires are good for
long shots, but a big black, easily discerned, flat-
top post is better on paper targets. My eyes are
seventy-five years young but Ross is a young man
and he found the same situation was true even with
his keener vision.

METAL FOULING

Back in my younger days in Montana, when I
shot with the Helena Rifle Club at Fort Harrison
with the old Krag and the 1903 Springfield, we at
times experienced considerable metal fouling

Jigar the. muzzle of thase rifles. It would huild yp
from the 150-grain cupronickel jackets into lumps
on the top of the lands. We found it easy to
remove by corking up the chamber end of the barrel
with a rubber stopper and pouring a strong ammo-
nia solution in the bore. We used a short length of
hose on the muzzle to bring the ammonia level up
above the bore at muzzile. Letting this solution
stand for a half-hour would completely remove the
lumpy metal furring on the lands, then we poured
boiling water through the bore, dried it and then
used Hoppes No. 9. Later I found that Winchester
crystal cleaner would do the same thing, so it must
have been mostly strong ammonia.

Over the years I have found that many new
rifles will not do their best grouping until they have
accumulated some copper wash from modern
bullets. Many benchrest shooters, however, like to

-

completely remove the thin copper wash from the
lands. Ken Glanzer of Seattle uses his own special
formula that is mostly strong ammonia to
completely clean the copper wash from the lands
as his excellent photos prove. Personally, I have
never had copper wash effect the accuracy of my
rifles. However, I have not engaged in the super
accurate benchrest game so he may well have a
point, in that a good cleaning improves the
accuracy of his benchrest rifles.

For several years I have used Rice’s X-F 10
solvent. I prefer this solvent to any other known
to me as it completely eliminates the use of hot
water to clean the big cordite rifles. The X-F10
solvent also cleans well any rifle or pistol fired with
old corrosive primers including some 1917 .45 auto
stuff which had about the worst fouling I have
experienced. One brushing and a thorough swab-
bing with Rice’s XF-10 and the job is done. It does
not allow the bore to foul up for several days
thereafter as does other solvents I have tried.
Truman Fowler and I used it in Africa to clean my
.500 and his .577 double rifles. It is available from
Rites Products Co., Palm Beach, Florida.
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GUN ENGRAVING AL

Ornamentation of fine firearms is a very old
art and dates back many centuries to the begin-
ning of firearms development. Engraving can be
expensive, yet it will greatly increase the value of
an arm if properly done. Cheap, large, or coarse
engraving adds little to a gun in either value or
Jbeauty. On the other hand fine engraving, even
a very modest amount of scroll here and there,
does enhance the beauty of the arm and increases
its value. Game scenes, if done by an artistic en-
graver who really knows his animals, are wonderful,
but if the animals are poorly done they add noth-
ing and really detract. One is far better off with
good scroll work. A well-engraved gun looks good
even after most of the original finish is gone.

[ have Jim Corbett’s old .400 Jeffery with which
he killed so many man-eating tigers. The metal is
all worn as bright as a silver dollar. The checkering
is worn smooth and the wood is worn away from
the steel at the junction of the frame and the heel
and toe plates. The action is sound and as tight §
as the day they made it. The gun is a light weight,
best-quality boxlock ejector. The frame, guard,
and tangs are beautifully scroll-engraved, and in
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srite of the fact it has seen so much hard service, Bas relief floral and scroll are not only

- is still a beautiful example of fine gunmaking.  artistic, but when well done they make any gun a

Tae bores show use of cordite and the lands are  work of art. Large scroll or floral with pinked-in

~orn down some but it is still as accurate as the back- ground is not my idea of good engraving.

=y he made it. This gun can still place both Medium-size deep scroll or floral (especially when
~ barrels within an inch at eighty yards. in raised bas relief) is beautiful and long-lasting as
. The English gunmakers are very adept at  well. I prefer such engraving in scroll or floral
scroll work all the way from the deeply cut, fairly  designs to either coarse, large work or the finest

iarge work, to the finest scroll as found on the work like the Purdeys where you really need a

Purdeys. I have a 10-bore Purdey that carries  glass to appreciate it.

complete fine scroll engraving—a most beautiful I have a .44 Magnum S&W engraved Madis

job. T also have a Spanish 16-bore by Aguirre E.  of Dallas, who did the piece in fine scroll. Itis a

Aranzabal, commonly known as the AYA. This beautiful job, done with no background at all. His

- is 2 copy of the Purdey as to ornamentation, and  chisels never slipped-he’s a good craftsman.

“+ has typically fine Purdey-type scroll work I'have a No. 1 Ruger, serial number 15 in .375

shroughout. A most beautiful job, but necessi- H&H, engraved by Alvin White. A grizzly is

‘ates close-range inspection to appreciate the fine  engraved on the left of the action with my name

cngraving. Master engraver Frank Hendricks of  in gold on the right. The borders and corners of
- 3an Antonio, Texas does the finest gold animal  the action are done in very nice medium-size

inlay work I have seen on any arm. My .375 scroll. It's a beautiful job engraving-but then

*1&H Champlin & Haskins rifle shows Hendricks ~ White has quite a staff of engravers.

:* his best as his gold animals are perfect in every Back in the early twenties Hoffman Arms Co.

‘ingle detail. Only a master engraver, who is a  employed some very fine engravers and I have

“ine artist and also knows his game animals, can  had several of their rifles with both scroll and

-roduce such work. raised bas relief gold animals. I do not know who
' did the work, but I suspect Kronbrath as it was all
very well executed. A few perfectly done gold
inlays in bas relief against a black-blue back-
ground will enhance the beauty of any fine fire-
arm; however, if too much gold is used, it becomes
more gaudy than beautiful.

E. C. Prudhomme, himself a master engraver,
wrote the best treatise we have seen on gun
engraving back in 1961. It was an expensive book
then and has become more so today, but it really
covered fine gun engraving and is well illustrated.
Epgraving, when it comes right down to it, is a
matter of personal taste. The important thing is to
exercise good taste when making your selection.

JUNE

MISFIRES & HANGFIRES WITH RELOADS
In bolt-action rifles, hang and misfires are
often caused by improper adjustment of the
resizing die. Even if the dies are set to allow the
shoulder of the case to be pushed back a few
thousandths of an inch, the result is a head space
problem. When the firing pin strikes the primer,
it must force the whole cartridge forward until the
This finely engraved pistol grip cap was done for Keith's  case shoulder rests firmly against the chamber
Hoffman Arms rifle. shoulder. This very often causes hangfires or
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Jim Corbett's Ritkes

Corbetl's career pegan with the kiling of the Champawal man-aater 1 1907 and continued until the shooting of the Thak man-
eaier n late 1938 Throughout his hunting career Corbett used at leas! five difterent rfies unfortunately he was nfunatngly
unforthcoming about any detads of nfles unless they had a direct bearmg on events He bogan with 4 Martini-Henry 460 as a
chitd and He later acquired a 500 BP double rifle 1 which he shot both black powder and modfied cordie’ ammundion - a
transitional smokelsss Ioad for use in black-powoer prooted ies Although several tigers fell 1o he 500 Corbett moved o 1o
& .460/400 Jetfery double. His ighter nflas ware the .275 Righy Mauser (7x567), which was 2 gift from. the Governar tor kaihng
the Champawal biger and 4 .276 Westiey Richards

Folkiore has it that Corbett had buned s nfles and uger skins somewhere on tys property before ieawvirg for Kenya in reabity
e took s rophies and rifles with him to Nyarn Kenya. anc Jint's rifies and trophies, were suctioned off after his death in
Nairobi by the Standard Bank of South Alnica the executors of Corbett's will Maggie sent most of the proceeds 1o India ic be
atstitbuted amoing Mis vanous causes The nfles are now i prvate collections wr USA and UK

Jim Corbett's .275 Rigby Mauser

Tha 7x57mm was one of the first smokeless high. vetotty
military rounds. and made 1s narme as a superb game Lahbre
The 275 Rigby and the 7mm Mauser are n fact one and the
same carndge parhaps batier knowr as the 7x57 The US

cahbre system s based on the actual projectite dlamater
€ 2847 or Tmm) white the old Bnlish method used the land-to4and bore diameter of the varret { 275§

0 the early 1600s Rigby produced a ne of quainy custom Mauser-actioned nflas for colomial unters and the 776 Righy
Mauser was simply a rebadged /xh7 The ¥x57 loaded with 176-gram soft-point projectiles was ghly effecove nn large Soft
skinned game The same weignt projectite 1n solid form was also used o 1ake the biggest game  Jin Corbett frequently used a
t73-gram buflet at 2.300fps  The Rigby-Mauser rfles represented the synergisfic confluence of Petar Paul Mauser's gesign
genws and John Rigby's gun-making brilrance

Jim Corbett tackled tis first man-eater (Champawat) with a shotgun and a 500 Express
He was presanied with a 275 Rigby Mauser (Senat No 2616) The nfie weighed 71b 8oz
had a 254nch barel, and 8 14 3/8 ineh fength of pull A siver plague mounted i the
buttstock was inscnbed “Presented to Mr. J.G. Corbett by Sir J.P. Hewett KCSI,
Lieutennant Governor of the United Provinces in recognition of his having kitled a
man-eating tigress st Champawast in 1907

This bacaine Jm Corbeti s favounts waEDH 1N subseQuent years and used whie Ruohng arher man aaters wehoing the Rudcags ayaq eoapard in
1926 Thes is now in the private collection of Paul Roberts m the UK {Paul, owns J Roberts & Son. and (0ok over Righy betwenn 1984-97)

Paut Roherts used 1o make frequent fovays o \ndka 19605 10 the 50ty bxry U Gamy and nfles om the Mabamia's colsctmng

Jim Corbett’s .450/.400 (3°) Jeffery boxlock
double

The double nffe 15 11 8ffact, two single shat rfles 4 has the
finest 1ock wark amd the achon 5 (osed aganst qusg (an
Snow o foregn matter and thers is nofhing 1o jam It has a
busit-in safety factor in that both tocks are hardly gomng 10 go
haywwe at ong trme A magonity of dassic Batish double riss
> ware bult on the Solid and very retiable hammeriess or
L - T it - - toxiock action Developed by Westiey Richards m
Sirmmgham  the boxlock action is sempie in design with few parts 1o go wrong and consequently nas an sUIstanding reputation
for rehabuiity With practice o couid be inaded shot sndg redoaded vely Quickly

The 4507400 37 rhtro Express s & 450 case necken down for a 40 cakber nmmed botienackad cartadge cesgnen by
Jeftery Better known as the 400 Jetlery Mitro Exprass i was TESIGHET exChusively fOr use with cordite  fies & A¥-grain
jackated ulled 51 0 100 fps The double Afle epresents one of the ast vestiQes of seHISMansiug wharg a1 & wugh hght after
e of death SHUANCA At AN DE R DO 16 gel you R Alive Sy Jvm Corbell humsell wites 1 armeg My st with an
accate 75 efle a adation 'o the 4500400 tdla which | tonk 1y 30 erergency | The vast mamnty of cigssc Palist doucie

ACCUIL ndia And Ine Mast popular doubie rihe cANNAGE NE5 e 150 A0 the lassic hger carodoe
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Jim Corbett's .450/.400 (37) Jeffery boxiock cjector double rifte is displayed at the Eimer Keith Museum at Cabefa’s, in
Boise, idaho, USA. Elmer Merrifield Keith's report on Jim Corbett's gun, in the Gun Notes, April 1967 -

L own the iate Jum Corboll's bger nfle-the best quairty boxiock 450- 400 (37) double nfie by W J Jeffery & Co with which ne
killed so many man-eating tigers for the Inthan government He also used it in Afnca  The brass-comered 0ak and feather case
15 10 fine shape whike the rfle shows mome use and 18Ss abuse than any oid nfie | have evar seen
The metsi s as brght as a siver dolfar The action 1s that good No 2 Jeffery is sound and hght as & raf trap Engraving shows
up even better on the brghi steel Only (1aces of checkenng are keft The stock ears are actually wom away from the frame as
1S 1he butt of the stock from the engraved heel and loe plates
The bores are grey in the grooves from cordite and the lands are wom down about hattway bul there are no prts from neglect
With Corneft lying aut in Iree Crofches and machans in the ram wanting for iigers this nfie was exposed (o all Kinds of weather
S Corpett had no Hoppes No 9 of Rice's X- 10 solvent ul | would bet he pourod maay gallons of water through these woes
{0 spire of external wear ihis 150-40015 as effective and accurate a nunling rfg as wien (wrnped oul by W Jeffery & Co 1
hred both barrels af a six nch bull's eye ar B0 yards shoolng from a car window The bullefs {Kynoch 400 grain sofftnose
tanded one wch apart one dusctly over the other both culling the centerhne of the target Jm sold tis nfie (0 a man from
vancouver ang my fnend George Neary got il from him | swapped a perfect 350 Elhof caliber Danial Frazar qouble efertcr for
it
I would ke to have known sm Corbelt His book Man [ sters of Kumoan s a masierpiece on the indran tiger and proves he
knew more about ite and hadis of that t6as! thar ary rving man I treasurg s old riffe You can judge a man by the conditon

of s nfie °

S00 ‘modified cordite' doubke ridle & the Champawat Han-Eater

“The men on the ndge heanng the thise Shols not unnatuatly conckided that the BGresSs Nad heen kifed
They ematied ail tha guns and gave 3 6nal yali and ) was hoking my tvealh and kstareny for the
@3S hat woulkd hefakd the dgress's arival oo the ndge when she sugdenty broke covec (o Ty et
font and. taring the stream at 5 bound. came straight for the gorge The 500 modihed cordite ke
snted at sea jevel SNot ugh at ik alitude and when the bgoess stopped dead | thought the bullet had
gone over et biack and that she had pufled up on Anding her (etreat tul 0l at 3 matler of fact t had tw
het gt right bt a dttle ‘ac back Lowenng her head sni halt (urned owards me gving e a pemmtul
shot at Me prwm of her shoulder 31 a range of kess Man thty yards She fincned 31 this second shot o
continuea vath hef ears faad flat and baced (eath 1 stand her graund, while § sat with nfle to shouloer

ytng 1o thnk whart @ woukd be bes! for me 10 4o when he charged. for the nfe was sMply And | had nn

)

' d" chance of hrrg mare thar twa shots e 19 thit canndge was for— an emergency

more canndges Thiee cartidges ware alf that ¢ had Brought with me for | never thought ' snoukd get a

] M CO R BET T ~ Jim Cortiett In the 'Man-Eaters of Kumaon'. The Champawat Man-Eater was shot

by Jim Corbett in 1807 with the 500 ‘modified cordite’ double rifte. This was the
first man-eater killed by Corbett. This female Bengal tiger began her man-aating in Nepal, whers sha killed an
estimated 200 people before the Nepalese army was calted in to hunt her down. Though the army failed to kifl the man.
eater, they did succeed in scaring her across the River Sarda and into India. Once in india, the tigress continued her
man-eating ways arnd claimed a further 236 victims. Her final victim, a 16-year-old girl, was killed just hours before Jim
Corbett huntad her down in 1307.

About our Hoae\jmoon Tours o the Hma&at’aam

Our honeymoon vacations are boutique lelsure traver packages, 0 exol yet secludes (esorts in the Mdian Himalayas, O

PAsSIoNate [Cur quides would be delighted 1o neip you plar ine best honeymoon destinations for your memaorable occssion We

guarantes you if 2nd up ravemng 16 SPSS where you wauld iove 1S pe nappily matooned!
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~ Jim Corbett in the 'Man-Eaters of Kumaon' Th
Thak Man-Eatar was shot by Jim Corbett at abos
6.00pm on November 30, 1938 with the .450/400
Jeffary double. This was the last man-eater kille
Corbett

Han-Eating Leopard of ?udraprat.m

Corbatt kiled the Rudraprayag leopard 31 10 pm on
1926 For most of the ttme that he hunted it Corbet
one of two rfles - a 275 Rigby (7x57) and @ 45074
Jafiery boxiock double - and eventually kiied the 'e
with the 274 - wath one shot hred from 20 teet - n
darkness as it attacked a tethered goat His 275 R
a flashiight taped o the side He had the fie alresc
whare ha knew the gaat o be and the dying patten
W one boaf Aasn m which 10 glimpse the lsnpard :
the tngger
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Al Marion
25 River Road
Garden Valley, ID 83622
(208) 462-5058

apmarion(frontiernet. net

December 153, 2014

Mr. Wes Dillon
James D. Julia, Inc.
203 Skowhegan Rd.
Fairfield, ME 04937

Dear Mr. Dillon, Re: The Elmer Keith collection

Youand I had a phone conversation a couple of months ago, mostly concerning info that could
enhance the perceived value of the Corbett .450/.400 tiger rifle. At the time there was no formal
agreement between Ted Keith and Julia Auctions, so it was pointless to spend much time on
paperwork just yet. Of course, I have been pretty much out of the mix since mid-October, as |
have been in recovery mode from lower back surgery. At this point [ still can’t say that I am up
and “running”, but gratefully, I am up and active.

I was advised by Ted Keith yesterday that the truck transporting the Elmer Keith collection of
firearms and related items has arrived at your auction facility in Fairfield, Maine. That’s good
news because it means that things are moving forward on a more defined path. Ted and I also
talked about some documents I have that might be useful to you and [ agreed to round them up and
send them to you. They include:

* A copy of an old one-page letter that was written and signed by Jim Corbett, dated “20'"
May 477, sent to a Mr. Davis who was the first owner of the famous .450/.400 double rifle
after Corbett. (Elmer Keith became the owner a few years later.) The topics of primary
interest in the letter include information about a special safety catch feature that keeps the
safety “in the OFF position no matter how often the rifle was opened to reload it.” Corbett
explains why he didn’t want the safety to automatically return to the ON position every
time the action was opened and reloaded. He also explains some particulars about the leaf
sights. The original of this letter was found in the gun case and should still be there.

» Four pages are stapled together that document my e-mail correspondence with J Roberts
Gunmakers in the UK who have apparently taken over what was originally the W. J.
Jeffery & Co. factory in London where the Corbett tiger rifle was made. My primary
mission was to learn “from the horse’s mouth™ about manufacturing proof standards and if
the century-old .450/.400 was still safe to shoot; and if so, what specific ammo was
recommended. [ had other questions but they along with their answers are easily found in
the chain of e-mails. This makes more sense if you start reading near the bottom of page 2
with my first e-mail dated July 23, 2012 and then work your way forward chronologicall
to the more recent correspondence dated July 30, 2012 appearing page 1.

7
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o Aletteron W. J. Jeffery & Co. LY stationary, accompanied by a copy of the page from
factory manufacturing records that includes the Corbett .450/.400 double rifle, serial
number 20176. This came from Charles Williams, located in Boulder, Colorado, who
currently retains official W. J. Jeffery records. Please note that in the July 30" e-mail
discussed above, Paul Roberts advises me that “we no longer retain the records of W. J.
Jeffery. They are now with Charles Williams ...”". So Charles Williams was thoughtfully
Cc’d on that e-mail to me from Paul Roberts which no doubt prompted Mr. Williams to
follow up with his letter along with the manufacturing record which you will find are self-
explanatory.

I hope the forgoing and the referenced enclosures can be helpful in some way, Wes. If thoughts or
questions arise that you think I might be able to help with, please feel free to give me a holler.

Sincerely,

Al Marion
Cc: Ted Keith

Enclosures



Al

From:

Sent:
ro:

Subject:

Dear Mr. Roberts,

Thank you very muchl

Al Marion

From :

Sent |

To: a K

Subj

Sent:

p (e = ¢
I wr llonger retain the records of W J Jeffery. They are now
with j
lowever from my Jeffery knowledge [ can confirm that the answers to your questions are as follows:
-1 age: made between 1907-1909
2. ownership: no information on owners is available as the record book for that period was destroyed in WWIl
3. ammo: you can use Hornady .450/400 3" or Kyamco .405/400 3" but the rifle’s condition must be
inspected by a competent gunmakers in the US before use

4. proof: standards were the same when the rifle was made. Clean with Hoppes Bronze
5. accuracy do not expect 1” apart at 80 yards! Elmer Keith was known to romance a little.
6. Lastthought: Jim Corbett was a great hunter but very superstitious — he went after man eater with only 5

rounds of .275" cal. ammo. He thought that carrying more than 5 rounds was unlucky — he ran out of ammo
twice!

Furthermore he never spent any money on his guns.

I'have hi .275 Rigby with the original chipped stock which he never had repaired. He did mention doing it in one bookj
but it never happened.
I hope this information is of some help.

With best reqards

L |

|
From:
Sent: :
To: Cat
Subje«
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Following up on the e-mail below that was sent on Monday evening of this week, I must
apologize for its length and somewhat disjointed nature. It had been a long day and I
perhaps should have saved the task for the next day when my 73 year-old mind would
have been more crisp. But in spite the e-mail length, there is one thing I failed to
mention, and that is Mr. Boxford's thought and motivation in the first place, to write and
publish a story with photos about his dreamed-of “date” with this particular double rifle.

So please know that this is not Just a casual accommodation for Mr. Boxford. Rather, it
would not be worth the cost and effort were it not for anticipated publicity for a very
unique museum, plus publicity for the Cabela's sporting goods organization that captured
the vision for this in-store museum and publicity for shooting sports in general. Of
course for you, there just happens to be a VERY famous J effery rifle capturing the
center of attention in it all.

At 10am on Tuesday, July 31, Ted Keith and I will be ina meeting with the Cabela's Store
Manager to update each other on new information and progress with plans to date. The
gunsmith who has routinely cared for all weapons on display in the Museum may well join
us. Any information you can provide in response to the questions in my initial email will be

appreciated.

Thanks again,

Gentlemen,

I am hoping that you can fill in some informational blanks regarding the Jeffery .450-
400 (3") double rifle that used to be owned by the famous tiger hunter, Jim Corbett. I
was steered earlier today in your direction by Ed Baruth at www kynochusa com,

Background: My name is Al Marion, and I live in Garden Valley, Idaho, USA. For more
than a quarter century, Ted Keith and I have been friends. Ted's father was the very
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- famous Elmer Keith who ended up owning and “treasuring” (Elmer's language) what had
been Jim Corbett's trusted rifle. Following Elmer's death in 1984 Ted inherited his Dad's
holdings including the Corbett rifle which (finally) now resides in an extensive Elmer
Keith Museum at a Cabela's sporting goods store in Boise, Idaho. The museum happened
to be my brain child, and T sold Cabeld’s on the idea early enough that before opening this
new store in Boise, they had time to integrate the Keith museum into their planning. I
was asked by Cabela’s to be there to provide assistance on the day Elmer's guns were
being placed in display cases behind glass panels. Attached above is a photo taken of me
holding the Jeffery/Corbett .450-.400 Just before placing it in its display location
behind where T stand in the photo. That was six years ago. (I have a lot more photos of
the finished museum if they would be of interest.)

Earlier this year an international sportsman and gun writer wrote an article about the
450-.400 cartridge and some notable rifles that have been chambered for it. That
article was published in Precision Shooting Magazine. Tt should come as no surprise that
among .450-.400 rifles, it is a tough or impossible assignment to imagine a rifle
approaching the fame of the Jeffery double carried by Jim Corbett. With the forgoing
inmind, in the previously mentioned article, the author expressed his wish, or perhaps
passionate intent, to not only lay his eyes directly on Corbett's rifle, but to “handle” it
and just maybe, participate in allowing it to "speak” again.

That Jeffery double is the most valuable weapon on display in the Keith museum. In U.S.
dollars, the insurance coverage is well into 6-figures. It is still owned by Ted Keith but
Cabela's pays for the insurance. For the right person with an unusually good reason,
appropriate conditions and arrangements might be made for them to “handle” the

rifle. But allow it to speak, i.e., shoot it? Well, that requires more thought, and not only
involves obvious security concerns with the rifle leaving the store and the city for a half-
day, etc., but also invelves not violating ammunition standards for a rifle that must date

back a century or so.

My role? Answer: Middle-man. Neither Ted nor the folks at Cabeld's have any
relationship with the .450-.400 author, Stephen Boxford (a Brit, by the way) or the
Editor at Precision Shooting, Inc. However, as an author with published work spread
over the past decade in PS, Inc., plus personal history with both Cabela’s and Ted, I
have trusting relationships in both directions, thus, "middle-man”. Boxford and AS have a
predictable desire for the plan to come together. Ted Keith and Cabela’s are definitely
interested but want to be sure they don't mess up a valuable asset. Asa prerequisite, T
am totally on Ted's and Cabelda’s side of “don't mess things up”.

So0000, the serial number is: 20176,

e When was it manufactured?



* Who was the first owner, if not Jim Corbett?

* Was/is safe ammunition for it restricted to Cordite?

* If not so restricted, does current production Kynoch ammunition fit safely within
proof standards?

* What were the proof standards at the time of manufacture?

* What else might I and others want to know that T am not smart enough to ask

about?

By the way, in Elmer Keith's book, "Gun Notes”on page 106 he talks of shooting the
Corbett rifle as follows: "I fired both barrels at a six inch bull's eye at 80 yards, shooting
from a car window. The bullets (Kynoch 400 grain softnose) landed one inch apart, one
directly over the other, both cutting the centerline of the target.” That sure sounds like

Elmer was not shooting Cordite.

What am I thinking? If you have never seen it you should read the rest of the kind

words Elmer had to offer about “your” rifle: "I own the fate Jim Corbett's tiger rifle-the best
quality boxlock .450-400 (3") double rifle by W.J. Jeffery & Co., with which he killed so many man-eating tigers
for the Indian government. He also used it in Africa. The brass-cornered oak and leather case is in fine
shape, while the rifle shows more use and less abuse than any old rifle I have ever seen. The metal isas
bright as a silver dollar. The action is that good No. 2 Jetfery is sound and tight as a rat trap. Engraving shows up
even better on the bright steel. Only traces of checkering are left. The stock ears are actually worn away
from the frame, as is the butt of the stock from the engraved heel and toe plates. The bores are grey in
the grooves from cordite, and the lands are worn down about halfway, but there are no pits from

neglect. With Corbett lying out in tree crotches and machans in the rain waiting for ti gers, this rifle was
exposed to all kinds of weather. Jim Corbett had no Hoppes No. 9, or Rice's X-10 solvent, but I would bet he poured many
gallons of water through these tubes. In spite of external wear, this .450400isaseffectiveandaccumteahmﬁngﬁﬂeas
when tumed out by W.J. Jeffery &Co. T would like to have known Jim Corbett. His book, Man Eaters of Kumaon, is a
masterpiece on the Indian tiger and proves he knew more about life and habits, of that beast than any living
man. [ treasure his old rifle. You can judge a man by the condition of his rifle.”

I need to stop thinking because that results in more length. I look forward to hearing
from you. Thanks for whatever insight you might provide.

Sincerely,



W. J. Jettery & Co. L

GUN AND RIFLE MAKERS

August 192012 .
i
1

Thank you for your enquiry related to the Jim Corbett 450-.400
rifle # 20176. I am delighted that my colleague Mr. Paul Roberts
has been able to answer some of your questions. [ have gone
through the W J Jeffery record books and photocopied the page
where the 450-.400 is listed. You may have difficulty in reading
the entry so I have done my best to decipher the entry for you (1
may not be totally accurate but here goes)

W.J. Jeffery, .450 - .400 Serial Number 20176

Double, hammerless, Anson and Deeley, Ejector,
24> Gussthal Barrels, Dolls Head,

Standard and 4 leaves rear sight to 500 yards,

Ivory bead foresight, E J Rib,

Scroll Engraved, Anson forepart.

Pistol Grip, Eyes for sling,

Weight 101bs. 20zs.

Cost at time of manufacture £24-0-0. (British pound
sterling)

1426 Rembrandt Road
Boulder, Colorade 80302

USA



W. J. Jettery & Co L

GUN AND RIFL AKERS

1426 Rembrandt Road
Boulder, Colorado 80302
USA

Date of manufacture ? ( Paul Roberts suggests 1907-
1909)

[ hope this information is of value to you.
Yours sincerely,
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Handguns

THE LAST WORD: COLT SINGLE ACTION

R IC :
N [—

Rifleman, the following is an excerpt from the April,
'n,.R fle 1885, ShootingwFiabis g!f“ Arms 1929 issue: The Last Word.

By Elmer Keith (RSS)
June 15, 2011

From the Apnil, 1929 issue of American Rifleman

The Colt factory furnishes but one standard model of the S.A.A. now, in plain and fancy finish, though at one

me they did furnish flat-top Bisley and S.A.A. models with target sights. It's a simple matter at the factory to
““adjust sights on the S.A. I have watched my friend Fitzgerald remove the extractor tube, slip a polished steel
rod of land diameter into the barrel and clamp same tightly in a special barrel vise, with padded jaws to fit the
contour of the barrel; then slip his hammer handle through the cylinder space in the frame and turn the barrel
to correct line, though sometimes it required some sighting shots and additional moving to get it just right.
That's all very nice if one has the tools, but we on isolated ranches and in the hills have no such tools, and do
not care to be without our guns from three to six weeks, or more, either.

My good friend, S.H. Croft, put in a lot of time, thought and money improving the S.A. Colt. He was working to
obtain a light-weight weapon for self-defense purposes. However, a combination of some of his improvements
added to the regular-weight 6-gun makes the last word in a fine, trigger S.A. for target or game shooting. Mr.
Croft has designed the changes necessary to convert an ordinary S.A. Colt into the finest trigger single-action
imaginable, either in the featherweight model, or at my suggestion, in a heavy, all-around 6-gun.

Mr. Croft had four models of Featherweight guns made up from S.A. Army and Bisley Colts, which [ described
in a previous issue of the Rifleman. He worked out and had made up his No. 3 grip, which is perfect. At about
the same time, or a little later, J.D. O’Meara finished up his pet 6-gun grip. Both he and Croft used the Bisley
back strap and S.A.A. When O’Meara had finished, I found that his grip and Croft's No. 3 were almost identical.
For a gun to be used with trigger this No. 3 is the latest and best grip ever put on a 6-gun.

The S.A.A. is one of the best-balanced and easiest handled of 6-guns. The regular S.A.A. back strap, while by
far the best shaped of any on the market, and the only one for the slip gun, does not come up as high in back
as it should to completely fill the hand. By bending and welding the Bisley back strap to the same general
contour as the S.A.A., and combining with the S.A.A. guard and front strap, we have the No. 3 grip.

eedless to say, after playing with Croft’s guns a while I decided to have one of my S.A.A. guns worked over to

I of3 12/18/2014 1:55 PM



incorporate some of Croft’s improvements, with a few ideas of
my own thrown in. Croft supervised the job. He and Mr, Neal
K. Houchins, of Philadelphia, made the sights, which are
duplicates of the sights on the No. 1 Featherweight, with
these exceptions: I had a cross pin put through the
front-sight band, and a set screw put in the rear of the
flat-top frame and bearing against the rear-sight base, to lock
the sight against a possible blow.

Mr. Croft had Mr. R.F. Sedgley weld up the frame into a flat
top, and extend it back over the top of the hammer; and also
fit the new type base pin and catch. This pin is a tool-steel
\A job, and is a very close fit. Mr. Sedgley also made the No. 3
LEARN MORE o grip, welded the base onto the S.A.A. hammer to fill the long
\ L. cut in the top of the Bisley back strap, and made the wide
.BE RETTA S\ R trigger, which of course required some cutting out of the
\ A trigger hole in the guard. The hammer is one J.D. O’'Meara
had previously fitted with Bisley top for me, by dovetailing
and brazing in the Bisley thumb piece. O'Meara also made
and fitted the walrus ivory stocks. Sedgley made and fitted the new type mainspring. He and Croft designed
this very excellent spring for the S.A.A. It is not as liable to breakage as the regular S.A.A. spring and is very
much more sensitive and quicker than the standard spring; and the gun cocks as easily as when Newman's “far
country” spring is used. This Newman spring is unbreakable, and the best for absolute reliability. The Croft-
Sedgley spring is without a doubt the fastest in action of any S.A.A. spring, and should improve the S.A.
greatly for target-shooting.

We decided to call this gun model No. 5. The sights are square, or Patridge; the rear one adjustable for
windage in the same manner as the S. & W. target sights. The front-sight blade is adjustable for elevation by
the turning of a screw in the rear of the base. This gives very close micrometer adjustment, with a locking
screw on the side of the base. This type of sight and blade gives maximum sight radius. The front sight
elevates at the muzzle and not an inch to the rear, as on most target 6-guns. The front sight is fitted by means
of a barrel band, base and band being one piece of steel. Two blades were made for this gun. One of them I am
—_ oing to have fitted with a Call type gold bead.

I had long wished for a wide trigger instead of the narrow S.A.A. one placed in the left side of the guard. Croft
had one made by Sedgley for this gun that seems to fit perfectly the contour of my trigger finger. This trigger
is set back close to the guard, which greatly improves the gun, to my notion. It gives about the same difference
intended—namely, as man-stoppers up to 50 yards. The 260-grain load seems to be considerably more
accurate at long range. The 280-grain load is, I believe , the most powerful man-stopper in existence. The
blunt point delivers an awful wallop. Couple that with its extreme weight and fairly good velocity—858 feet per
second with 15,000 pounds’ pressure—and it is bound to knock all the fight out of most any sized man if hit
anywhere between the pelvic bone and where his hair ought to be. However, these bullets are not the thing for
target shooting, or for game-killing at a distance of over 50 yards.

Tags: colt saa, colt single action army, elmer keith, firearms, guns, handguns, shooting, single action army
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5 Responses to The Last Word: Colt Single Action Army
Add your Comment
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