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Firearms Division

cn't lndus"‘ies 150 Huyshope Avenue

Hartford, Connecticut 06102
203/278-8550

August 28, 1975

Lewis E., Yearout
308 Riverview Drive East
Great Falls, Montana 59404

Dear Mr. Yearout,

Reference is made to your letter requesting historical information on Colt
Model 380 Automatic Pistol, Serdial Number 8428,

Upon researching ocur records, we located the information listed below which
describes this arm as originally shipped from the Colt factory in 1912,

Caliber: 380

Barrel length: o
Finish: Not listed
Type of stocks: Not listed
Factory engraved: Yesg

Shipped to: Woge Brothers
Address: Not available
Date of shipment: March 19, 1912
Number of same type fire-

arms in this shipment: 1

Note: Engraved on the grip safety "Otto Woge",
We trust the information supplied above will be of interest,

Sincerely,

M. &, Huber
Historian

MSH:ske

A division of the Colt Indusiries Oparating Corp



I CERTIFY that the following statement is true and
correct:

A nickel-plated Colt single Action Army Revolver with
Ivory grips bearing the "U.S." issue stamping and the serial
numbering of 61259 and 61307 in caliber .45 Colt, is the gun
formerly owned by my Great Grandfather, Preston H. Leslie. He
brought this gun to Montana from his home state of Kentucky.
He had, prior to coming to Helena, Montana, served as Governor
of the State of Kentucky, where he was serving in the year 1886
when President Cleveland appointed him as Territorial Governcr
of Montana. As the next to last Territorial Governor of Montana
he served from February 8, 1887 through April 13, 188%. Cascade
County, Montana, was created as a seyarate couﬁty during his
term in office. He later, on March 1, 1894, was appointed U.S.
District Attorney for Montana. He served in that office for
years. He passed away at the age of 88 in Helena, Montana on
February 7, 1907

o

The leather cartridge belt and holster with this gun

are also attributed as having been with the gun for as long as
the gun has been in our family.

The second gun, a Colt automatic Model 1909 in .380
A.C.P. caliber, Serial number 8428 with Colt Ivory grips and

factory engraved with the name of "Otto Woge" engraved in s

cri
on the metal grip, together with a box of cartridges,was formerly
owned by District Judge Jere B. Leslie, my Grandfather. Judgse
Jere B, Leslie came to Great Falls, Montana in 1887 and wzasz
elected to the Bench in 1896. He resided in Great Falls for 33
years and at the time of his death February 6, 1925 he was 72
years of age and had served Cascade County as & District Judge
for 29 years.
This Colt automatic had been given to my Grandfather
by Robert Gordon who was at that time Sheriff of Cascade County.
Both guns currently owned by the undersign
the years come down through the family descendents of
Governor Preston H. Leslie to his son, Judge Jere B.
in direct family lineage to Judge Leslie's daughter,
R. Lowery wh2 was my mother. Mr. Charles R. Lowery,
is still living in Greazat Falls today.
As of this date I pass ownership of the above guns
and related items to Lewis E. Yearout of 308 Riverview Drive
East, Great Falls, Montana.

§“‘

b X o

Robert L. Lowery {/
2913 Seventh Avenue Soulhb
Great Falls, Montana
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the undersigned,
Mcnta

L personally appeared
known to me to be the person whose name is

subscribed to the within and foregoing instrument,

ledged tc me that he executed the same.

and acknow-
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the State of
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this certificate
Falls,
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1673, before me,
Commissicn”

-

A

I have hereunto set my hand and

tary Public f
siding at Gr

(/My

1 seal the day and year

icia

On this 9th day of May,
first akove written.

a Notary Public for the State of Montana,

ROBERT L.

IN WITNESS WHEREOEF,

LOWERY,
ffixed my off

STATE OF MONTANA
NOTARIAL S®AL)

a

.
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County of Cascade

Local deaths

Robert Lowery

Robert L. Lowery, 63, 2913 7th Ave.
S., died at his home Sunday . No serv-
ices are planned and there wili be a
private burial in Highland Cemetery.

He was born in Great Falls, Aug.

—

m@Mu
J

4 ‘ PR
i, Funeral Directors =
_ Telephone 406-453-0315

ODEGARD — Graveside services for
Dale R. Odegard, 49, of Sun River,
will be held (today) Monday ot 11
a.m. in the Sun River Cemetery with

. Rev, Grover m.‘_mam officlating. Mill-
tary honors at the graveside by the
sun River Valley veterans. Memor-
ials are preferred to the Simms A.wm_‘
Booster Club, c¢/o Simms High
School.

SORENSEN — Services for Mrs. Ellery
(Blilie) Sorensen, 72, of 3705 Sth Ave.
No., will be heid Tuesday ot 11 a.m.
in the Croxford. & Sons Funeral Home
with Rev. Charles Burns officiating.
Cremation wili follow the services.
Memorials are preferred to the
Shodair Childrens Hospital.

BURESH -~ Services for Joseph Bur-
esh, 65, Rt. No. 1 Fi. Shaw are pend-
_:_c.o:n will be announced when com-
piete.

LOWERY -~ 20.$2,nmm are planned

_wo_‘mcaml roimu. ?,rnﬁuﬁzb,«m.
S. Private burial Highland Cemetery.

- Where \&.mﬁawgv dwells

and proves itself
1307 CENTRAL AVE.
1 GREAT FALLS, §024>z>wm

\\.u

. Rl w...,:.s\, -
wﬁ.ﬂm.@ oct. 13, H

26, 1817. He was raised here and at-
tended school here, graduating from
Great Falls High School. After gradu-
.ation, he entered the service. After
three years in the service, he moved.
back to Great Falls and has lived here
ever since. He was part owner in the
C.R. Lowery Insurance Co. and was
an insurance salesman.

He is survived by his father, C.R.
Lowery of Great Falls; and two Sis-
ters, Mrs. Frank (Helen Margaret)
Norris of Oconawoc Lake, Wisc. and
Norma Hess of Great Falls.
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Lewis E. Yearout

Colt Model I908,.380 , Cal..380 , Serial no. 8428
Factory Engraved and "Otto Woge™ ensraved on grip.

As per affldawt this gun belong to Di mct Judxre '
1 32T et 4

vere u.uco.l..u:;’ oy ¥
Great Falls, montana, was the son of Terr, Mont. Gov.
Preston B, lLeslie. A picture of the Jud e still hangs
in his old court room in the Coscade County Building.
located in Great Falls. A partial Box of ,300 cart.
marked Tdestern Lartridge Lo, alst cam LT Lhe gun.




GoverNor PrestoN H. LESLIE

About the middle of the session, February 7, 1887, Governor Hauser
resigned, being’ succeeded the following day by Preston H. Leslie, also
a Kentuckian. He had already served as governor of Kentucky, first
by death and resignation of intervening state officials, and then by elec-
tion, the popular verdict spelling the defeat of the distinguished jurist,
John M. Harlan. Afterward, he served as a clrcuit judge in Ken-
tucky and in 1887, on the recommendation of his old political opponent,
Justice Harlan, President Cleveland appointed him governor of Mon-
tana.  Governor Leslie was accompanied to Montana by his family, and
at the end of his term as governor resumed the practice of law at Helena.
Later, he was Unijted States district attorney four years, and died at the
State capital on February 7, 1907. One of his sons, Hon. Jere B. Leslie,
at one time served as judge of the District Court, residing at Great
Falls. , S

Although there was an extraordinary session of the Fifteenth Legis-
lative Assembly, extending from August 29th to September 14, 1887, no
laws of moment appear to have been enacted except the creation of the
County of Cascade from Meagher, Chouteay, Fergus and Lewis and
Clark,

CREATION OF a CoODE CoMMIssION

The last territorial legislative Assembly (the sixteenth), covered the
Period from January 14th to March 14, 1889—sixty days—ald its great



