Joseph Manton double 14 gauge Flintlock Shotgun

Barrels marked on top rib: Joseph Manton's .. patent .. Elevation
Breech plugs cut away (to provide closeness of locks on stock)
Both breeches marked with Joe’s late platinum escutions

Short platinum band at rear of breech plugs, Platinum touch holes

Brass slightly bell shaped raw rod tip.
Sling swivel on 2d ramrod pipe under bbl

Locks Joe's water-proof pans. Goose neck cocks.
Marked Joseph Manton
LONDON
Square rear on lock plate
7 % lbs overall weight

Notin ‘The Manton Supplement’.

purchased from Grover Johnson, San Pedro, Cal.
Feb, 1968
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Dear Kelth Neal,

I have had teo long and delightful letters from Toay Groom in which he

book uad espresssd his thanks for your sutograph and graciousuere in semaing it ocut
bim, fetuclly I santed it to arrive as = surprise but just after I got the vill for tae
mhxmxm.utmtmmmtwqumummnaammwu_ummt
he hed chunged bis address. So, im emall ' .
thet Le would be zbie to locste the dook even
ths book arrived wnd he hus thoroughly enjeyed u.
nhtentitoftmusappwwummIm:wt-mntthatﬁuprmtomw. So I
gueers ‘all's well that ends well,'

tince I last srvote you I have had the good fortune to find several Fanton guns and
to porcoase three of them, The others vere too high priced for the condition is which
they bad fallen. Toey would bs a0 real additicn to my collection and were simply too
oighly priced for such aomuon_-

Firet I bave the plsasurs o pencil the followdng informstion imeediately luquth

N ThE _.00.1 aumr' “0ld Joe" gun in your books “4370 -—-!:lno.

4370 Doubls Barmel  Plintloock o London Proots G.k. Ritter, Jr.
16 bore Joseph Manton Joseph Hapton's 4370 Gedeie
Shotgun London Patent Elevation

This is mp interesting gun to me in that it is pretty typical of tis year umi tice
for Joe's prouvction, The eugrafing snd hardware ure correct and the stock, welmut, is
typicsl and of good design, though aligatly vicked wod chipped ou the fore-and. Tie
Logks oave been worked oo Uy & good blackssiin lu recent yoars, The pans nive been built
ur to me:t tue papn cover, woich has been reworked ulso apd not well. Tne originul cou-
tours of tocse elesents nave been alteved, (I hoge o have thes tewurked by o gunsmith
who kuows what be is doing.) The ressivder of the locts lock essentidly untouched by
tris heavy handei smith. The one thing irregular utout tu €40 iz thzt the anti-{rictieod
yoiler is ou the feather spring amd not on the hewmers., The springs are perfect rates
and spparently bave been on the gun for yewrs. -‘l’hqrmmtuni clean and “fit" excopk. '
that they do not have the littile finial oo the end at the base acunting. huimm
tiere is no way to tell whetaer Luiey cave been aitered and Iaondoritthydzatmtm
been originally provided. Itulbmwmofsu!'anwmmmwtmw
of feather spring at this time but many of John's guna did, %This infornation is laoking -
~ in many of the descriptions in your book., Joseph Maswu, in seript, end LONDON, in

Rosun caritals immediataly .nderneatt on the locks looks proger. “ne edge of the lock-

v ved wWith the typical featner design of fanton. Tuis bordure is also oz the

" outaide of the hamsers btut there is po evidenco ol serial curbers or wnytulng eles on
~ the hammers, The hamwers bave had the friction surfece replaced and the outside of the

. nemcess has file mavke in evidence of siteration. inether s serial nusder wus ever here
.. or not is iapossible to tell pow.

Tte barrels leok good! The touch holes and tue stasps un Lhe trowches ave in plate

inum, The top rib is typicsl, No emgraving on tio patent breech at this Juncture, then
aout an inch of rib withcut engruffing, thenm the elevated sop rib i:sediately joining

and engraved: Joseph Kanton's PATSNT Slev.tion. This locks correct iu that the name

. is in soript, then two periods, FATENY, in ioma: Cupitels followed uy BHE/HAFA8(4/
. Blevstion in script then two periods. On the underside, there is the number 4370

betyeen emall oval London FProofs and then 4370 on the bottou of the putent breech. 'l'hh
is on "oth burrels an. treecches.

The locks apjear very simiiar to your plute 10. 103. *he engrovig is quite aisilar |



with the sunbursé in fromt of the cock and the globe nnd book etc. on the end of the plate,

- The arraugesent of globe cnd book is slightly altered from the pictured one. But the

o, ¢ Teatner spring is different as described above. ‘he tull pips is typieal with the
plneappio of the pericd. ‘he finful of the trigger plate is pinapple of the corzect type
and tie trijger gusrd tung curries the seriul nusver 4370 resading from the suazle. The
guard iteclf 1= swollen and engraved correctly, though wors.

S, though I have this one I an still looking for a v-ry 300d Joe flint. I have
pald cdearly for thims one and will pay dearly, if meed be, for « ootisr one. Keep me
iomind, if snd when you find one.

Incicentally 1 have an offer out on a double Tlint by John Manton. 1 Hope tads
_mwork: cut to m; miventage too.

Fov for the oth:r suns which are snticlimectie at this poiot, The first one is a
siugle burrel nht{mumsum.m: by Jokn Hunton., Using your book
fors for listisg sueh ioformation, I suimit the followimy:

2046 3ingle berrel Flintlock Larvel cut © Large oval C.A, Ritter,Jr
16 tore converted to present 32¢ London Procfes UeS.A,
Suotgun Ferous .ion Gold stamp &

MAETON Aantoun 2046
London

. Lypiod ly e soridl nuwbir is only on the underside of the barrel. The rect of th
g0 is coirect and I anticipate using the =type of thils stock avd (urultuve in waking
& guo © go with wy euriler Xenton Looks, which 1 wrote you about earlier. Incicestally
t09 lock on tois gun, vacepl for the alteration Lo percussion cook etc. is alsost inter-
. Changedble witu tae detucaed pair 1 heve. John must nuve made sis locks very mesrly to
 patiern at this time, Unfortunately tais gun has eufTfered from exposure as the berrel
S0 4s pitted except Pox Lhel part protoctsd by the stock, which is excellent. The burvel
ie ootagovel far about 13 inches then a forrule of dots and rings end then round Lo susale.
A" 1 oace bad s perlect John Zunton barrel tuat vas exectly like this ome. i b 1 Lsd Lept
18! Zm etock de welnut und bus a lovely chees dece in perfect conditior wad the
wrist aud forearu wre chockered in tue lavgs slmost square paltern of the tae., It hus
two burrel bolts ard the oval escutcheos pl.tes are of stoel oot sllver, Adl locks
origival with the exceptios of toe drum amd nip;le conversios to Caj~lock.

. Baxt comes a good exwnple of Joum Ranton & “on, Tide gun fe well wora bub sor :
ruired. 1t was in an slwost perfect case with aovae socecsoricsy Lut the Zun wes worm
a8 1f it nad besu curcied every day since wenufucture. Using yDur nuok form it ia:

7857 Double Barvel Caplock B e Wy LR B By Kitter, Jr. :

. 10 bere = - Ju” Hentom  Jobn Manten - Loagem Treofs . U.S.ie
. Shotgim . .. & Yon Puteot & %m0 18T L AR A

© 0t How this is an ioteresting gun in thit there is sbsolutely no ovidence that it bus
. Bvor beec flintlock. This gun is quite similar to your description of your gun No. 7769,

Tae stock fe of bird's eye Maple, The caee sounde sisiiar ani & groet wad of flax tow
is in the lock compartsent of the case. However, nothing gives sugieation of flistlcek -
origin except the sericl nusber. The lock, except for omgreving iz nearly identicsl to
your No. 7769 as in plate 55. If comverted it wus by Jobn Menton and so complote that
I conmot detect 1%, There io a large bar op the burrels to fit tha lock plate, wideh
would not have been on & flint Qun and could rot have deen added, The very gauge, 10,
would have made the gun mo wide thut the present stock could not have done service (RN
u flint gun. The presence of the serisl number in so :



{ I vdll have to mmke some photogrsphs of

hoping that pou will be in the U. 5° soon und that you can spend a day of 30 with me g
fo inspect thwse ploces. 1 an proud of them snd except Cor their conditicn, which lacke
sach,! tuink that they are as god as investmen ' B T SRR

g
%
i
!

1 note that the NRA mects in Doston this year mo
If you are anticiputing coming however, plesse lot me Wiow und
of tho momsat,

I still hope thet you may be szhle to €ind me
¢n the Joha ®mtor locks I huve. I wont to make
correct as posoible yet fitting me for shooting
fuaton's barrels in sosetbing smaller than 12 gauge as the locks h.ve to £it outside
the uresches und nothing was cot awey at tuls tire. inyway the locks are made to fit
flush to the old etyle berrels. In your looking please p @ in mind. Tou wentioned
a pair of Joe Hanton barrels op & conversion to bresca losder wnich you bave. I don't
believs thut I should uae thew and you probably doo't want to bresk up the gun anywsy.

But if o pair with the right pattern of stub twisé appears, remember mo. I don't care

who mulo them so long :a it is quulity vorkoansidp, 1 had thought of tasing a modemm =
palr of Srcener barrels and using them but the =tub twist pottorn is vot right for 1765,

1 funcy thet 1 would ifke 4 it of onoks in the barrels as thet is wiut many of the boys
are lolng % the guns todiy wnd they shoot better then the oylinder tores, I just =
‘Besitate to alter any of ny 700d guns taie wey eepeciully since I do kill game wilh thes
. 68 they are, : Vi

a
up & gun which will be as nearly
I

§

g kell lot me xnow when you plsm to be &n the U, S, A. < bring slong some m ,-,-,_"'_.-‘r
dise. 1 uw in tho periot for something oed.

“ith kiodest regards to your wife and daughter, I remair,

3ivcerely yours,

;‘Z{ A, daitter, Jr.
: AVenue

S, Yirdnia 24153




