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Lame-White-Man

On June 25, 1876, Lame-White-Man started his morning with Brave-Bear, his neighbor and close friend.
Twin-Woman, Lame-White-Man’s wife, his two daughters, Red-Hat and Crane-Woman and another
woman, Monahseetah, made breakfast for Lame-White-Man and Brave-Bear. Monahseetah lived with
Lame-White-Man, but was not his daughter or his wife. She served them breakfast while the men
talked. Brave-Bear had come that morning to tell Lame-White-Man of the scouting reports that soldiers
were coming. When he heard the reports, Lame-White-Man reached for his Spencer for two reasons.
First, he wanted Brave-Bear to join the “Medicine Wheel Mirror Society” and by showing Brave-Bear his
weapon, Lame-White-Man could tell him about the society.

Lame-White-Man knew Brave-Bear had always followed the teachings of the Medicine Wheel, 50 joining
the Mirror Society was only an extension of his beliefs. He explained to Brave-Bear that the society was
a projected extension of the Medicine Wheel. A mirror allowed an individual or community to examine
and outwardly manifest all situations that the Medicine Wheel showed them which protected them, and
allowed them to gather surrounding energies to a focal point, the mirror. They could commune with the
Spirit, Self and Nature. Everything about the human condition was reflected back. Courage was
required to look into the mirror and really see what was reflected back. The mirror created “visions” to
tell them about their lives and how they could be better. The mirror was a tool to be used for uplifting
the Spirit and for the betterment of humankind, for healing and connecting to the infinite. [1] The
ceremony of the mirrors was a direct connection to the Medicine Wheel, which was a physical
manifestation of spiritual energy, a connection to create an internal dialogue with the Great Creator and
the Spirit within. The mirror was one part of the Medicine Wheel teachings which were vast and
limitless and formed the basis of the nation’s beliefs — The Great Circle of Life[2].

The second reason Lame-White-Man grabbed his gun was to make sure it was loaded. Brave-Bear had
seen Lame-White-Man’s carbine many times before and everyone knew about the mirrors in the stock.
After Lame-White-Man had joined the Mirror Society some five winters before, he had traded for the
mirrors while on a trip to Fort Rice to spy on the soldiers there, to see when they would be leaving to
escort survey crews for the railroad. Lame-White-Man traded some beaver pelts to the trader Augustus
Balirain for three mirrors. He gave one to his wife and daughters, the other two were in the stock of his

rifle.

As Brave-Bear and Lame-White-Man continued their conversation, they both agreed that after the
battle that was surely coming, Brave-Bear would join the Mirror Society. Then they both went into the
sweat lodge for a time, until they heard shots. Everyone ran for their tepees to get their weapons. The
horses were late getting to them, and Lame-White-Man watched Two-Moon and his group ride south of
the camp, and women and children run toward Squaw Creek by the north ford to hide in the trees.
Lame-White-Man mounted his horse, raised his rifle in the air with the sun reflecting off the mirrors and
shouted, “Let us kill them all this time!” Then he, Brave-Bear and their Cheyenne warriors rode south,
on the west side of the camp. They were just about to the Blackfoot camp when they heard shots,



which they thought were coming from the Deep Coulee ford. They turned north and headed for the
ford. They saw Two-Moon behind them, riding north, and when they got to the ford, they saw everyone
going up the Deep Coulee.

Lame-White-Man crossed the Deep Coulee ford, turned northwest along the river to the Greasy Grass
Coulee, and then rode up the coulee to cut-off the soldiers. Some Sioux led by Crow-King followed
behind him, but they went up further north to Calhoun Couiee. When Lame-White-Man and Brave-Bear
reached the top of the hill, they saw soldiers everywhere and Lame-White-Man raised his rifle again and
shouted, “Kill them alll” He rode head-long into the closest soldiers, who were dismounted. [3]This was
the start of the Custer phase of the battle. Lame-White-Man and his Cheyenne warriors, along with the
Hunkpapa, Blackfoot, Sansarc and Two Kettle warriors charged three times before Company L finally
collapsed. With these soldiers out of the way, Brave-Bear told Lame-White-Man to set his sights on the
next group of soldiers on the battle ridge, which happened to be Company C. As Lame-White-Man rode
straight into the group of soldiers, he was shot dead and fell off his horse.

Brave Bear gave this story to Benjamin Black Elk:

“We had gotten separated, and | didn’t realize something was wrong until | saw some Sioux
warrior carrying Lame-White-Man’s rifle, with the mirrors glaring in the sun. | rode back to find Lame-
White-Man. I rode up to Tall-Bull just as he was turning Lame-White-Man over. He had been scalped.
We threw a blanket from his horse over his body, and then rode back into the battle. We killed many
soldjers. Itook a rifle from the first bunch of soldiers we fought. When a Two Kettle warrior killed the
last soldier, we took Lame- White-Man’s body, tied it on his horse and took him home to his wife. Later
that evening, a Sioux warrior came and gave back Lame-White-Man’s scalp and rifle. We would bury
him with his scalp so he could pass to the other side. Twin-Woman broke the mirrors out of the rifle and
gave it back to the Sioux warrior. She did notwant it. | heard later that the Sioux warrjor threw the rifle
away because he was sorry for what he had done.

When we took down the camp the next morning, the women from Lame-White-Man’s camp
were still weeping. We had placed his body in his lodge, and I asked his women to join my lodge because
they now had no man. Lame-White-Man’s lodge, along with a few others was left standing.”

The Spencer rifle S/N 19756 used by tame-White-Man was found at the battlefield and is currently
located in a private collection.

Sources:

[1] http://www.dancingtoeaglespiritsociety‘org/medwheel.php
(2}1] mpj/www.dancingtoeaglespiritsocietv.crg/medwheel.php
[3] Thomas B. Marquis, Wooden Leg, Page 231
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with the Luce Family

Superintendent Edward Luce at left
Copyright: Vestige Press 2012

Memorial Library) and included Edward Luce and his wife Evelyn. It is rare to find
photos from inside the (uce home while he was superintendent of then Custer

Battlefield National Monument.
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tdward Luce Inside the Stone House
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and his name shared in the famous Nye/Cartwright/Blummer Ridge of the
battiefield.

I had no idea who the young man was, but [ immediately thought of Robert Utley
and Jerome Greene - they might know, so [ sent them an email. Mr. Utley could not
make an identification because he had completed his work as a “summer aide”
(today's interpreter of the battle story) two years previously, but he was able to
explain that the location In the photo “was the dining room in the old stone house,

with access to the kitchen just behind Evelyn.”

Mr. Greene replied with the details Mr. Schneider was hoping to find plus some. *

checked the monthly superintendent's reports and found the following notation for

August 1954 under Visitors: ‘Colonel Elwood L. Nye, U.s. Army, Retired, now a-

professor at Colorado A & M College, Mrs. Frank Sibrava of Goodland, Kansas, and
City Manager Dick Baker of Fort Collins, Colorado were at this area August 24-27,
collecting data for an article on the battle.’ There is also this notation: 'Mr. James s.
Hutchins of Columbus, Ohio, formerly of the U.s. Army, Class of 1946, West Point
Military Academy, was at this area from August 10 to 27, collecting data and
photographs to be uysed in a book concerning cavalry equipment used by the cavalry
in the Custer Battle.’ I think the young man might be Jim Hutchins. | knew him, and

it kind of looks like him to me.”

In the photo L to R:

James S. Hutchins of Columbus, Ohio, formerly of the U.S. Army, Class of
1946, West Point Military Academy

Lt. Col. Elwood L. Nye
Evelyn Luce
City Manager Dick Baker of Fort Collins, Colorado
Superintendent Edward Luce

Photo Copyright: Vestige Press 2012

Thanks to my friends, T could now advise Mr. Schneider who the mystery man was
but I was still perplexed as to where in the Stone House this dining room table was
located. My earliest recollection of inside the house was from my first visit in June
1981 and my viewing of the NPS interpretive film, “Red Sunday”. We were seated in
the area which would later be converted to John Doerner’s office. The TV was sitting

Oon a stand near the back window in the area of today’s library,

http://www. triends ).
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Edward Luce Inside the Stone House
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bt
L-R: Luce, Nye, Hutchins, Luce, Baker
Copyright: Vestige Press 2012

Although there are drawings of the interior and changes to the Stone House over the
years, those are located at the battiefield and I am not. Luckily, Dr. Scott - with Mr.
Utley’s hint ~ figured it all out. Dr. Scott explained in an email, “I believe the
fireplace is in Doerner's office and some of the stacks are just beyond it in what
would have been the kitchen according to Bob Utley. I think that is where you would
have seen Red Sunday. The area where the bathrooms are now, may have been a
mudroom at one time. The back door area once had a cover that went to a large

barn/maintenance building made of rock like the house.”

You can see a very early version of that “large barn/maintenance building” in this

1895 photo of the Stone House.

Copy in the White Swan Library files, courtesy of

the Montana Historical Society Collection,

A day after posting this report, Mr. Utley followed up with another email to me which

included more details about the interlor of the Stone House and Jim Hutchins:

The dining room in the Old Stone House was not big, and since the
office and reception center were in the front room, it had to serve as a
living room too. It had a couch against the wall facing the cemetery
and another easy chair slanted toward the couch. The curtains hang
from the top of the door leading into the kitchen. In the second picture
I can definitely confirm Jim Hutchins. He was a longtime friend who ran
the Plymouth dealership in Columbus, Ohio, until I induced him to
apply for one of those federal scholarships of the time. He went to the
University of Arizona for several years before dropping out to pursue
his true love as a museum objects guy rather than a historian-writer.

Jim graduated from West Point in 1946 and was assigned to the 27th

http://www. triendshittic, ‘ighorn.convedwardaiucesionenouse. i

471472014 10:22 AM



Ldward Luce Inside the Stone House http://www.Fricnds!illl!ighomcom/edwardlucestonehousc.h

Infantry, then on occupation duty in Japan. He decided he didn‘t want
an army career and opted out in May 1950—a month before Korea. The
regiment deployed at once to Korea a month later and suffered terrible

casualties. All the officers in Jim's company were killed.

Thanks to Robert Utley, Jerome Greene, and Dr. Douglas Scott for all the pertinent
details. And, a big thank you to William Schneider of Larimer County History

Museum, Nye/Baker Archives for permission to publish these photos.

I'll see you on Last Stand Hill,
Bob Reece
February 26, 2012

(Back to Top)
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CUSTER....INDIAN GUN

From the Collection

Larimer County History Museum
Nye-Baker Archives




